SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5732

As of February 21, 2025

Title: An act relating to creating greater accountability for increasing the supply of housing
consistent with growth management.

Brief Description: Creating greater accountability for increasing the supply of housing
consistent with growth management.

Sponsors: Senators Braun and Dozier.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Housing: 2/21/25.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Adds various housing-related items to the goals of the Growth
Management Act (GMA).

* Requires countywide planning policies to monitor and track progress
toward permitting new housing to address regional housing supply
Crises.

» Allowsthe Governor to impose a sanction on a county or city that failsto
track and make progress on increasing housing supply under GMA
goals.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HOUSING
Staff: Benjamin Omdal (786-7442)

Background: Growth Management Act. The Growth Management Act (GMA) is the
comprehensive land use planning framework for counties and cities in Washington. The
GMA establishes land use designation and environmental protection requirements for all
Washington counties and cities. The GMA also establishes a significantly wider array of

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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planning duties for 28 counties, and the cities within those counties, that are obligated to
satisfy al planning requirements of the GMA.

The GMA directs fully planning jurisdictions to adopt internally consistent comprehensive
land use plans. Comprehensive plans are implemented through locally adopted devel opment
regulations, and both the plans and the local regulations are subject to review and revision
requirements prescribed in the GMA.

When developing their comprehensive plans, counties and cities must consider various
goals set forth in statute. These goals include, among others:

* housing—planning for and accommodating housing affordable to all economic
segments of the population of the state, promoting a variety of residential densities
and housing types, and encouraging preservation of existing housing stock; and

» permits—processing applications for both state and local government permits in a
timely and fair manner to ensure predictability.

Growth Management Hearings Board. The Growth Management Hearings Board (GMHB)
hears petitions and resolves disputes concerning the GMA. The GMHB is comprised of
five members appointed by the Governor. Petitions are heard by three-member regional
panels that generally include two members from the region where the case arose, and one
member from a different region.

The GMHB may hear and determine petitions alleging that a state agency or planning
jurisdiction is not in compliance with the GMA. The GMHB may issue a final order
finding compliance or it may remand for plans and regulations to be brought into
compliance. If a plan or regulation is found to be not in compliance, the GMHB must
remand it back to the affected state agency, county, or city.

Compliance with the goals and requirements of the GMA is one factor that the GMHB
looks at in determining compliance with the act and validity of development regulations.

Countywide Planning. Within 14 months of a county initially becoming subject to the
GMA's requirements, the county must adopt a countywide planning policy in consultation
with the cities within the county. Countywide planning policies must address:

* urban growth aress;

* policiesto promote orderly development;

» policiesfor siting state or countywide capital facilities;

* policies and strategies for countywide transportation;

* policies considering the need for affordable housing;

* policies for countywide economic devel opment; and

* thefiscal impact of these policies.

When adopting countywide planning policies, federal agencies and Indian tribes may
participate in and cooperate with the plan-adoption process.
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Governor Sanctions Under the Growth Management Act. The Governor may impose
specific sanctions under the GMA on:

e acounty or city that fails to designate critical areas, agricultural lands, forestlands, or
mineral resources by the required date;

e acounty or city that fails to adopt devel opment regulations protecting critical areas or
conserving agricultural lands, forestlands, or mineral resource lands by the required
date;

* acounty that fails to designate urban growth areas by the required date; and

» acounty or city that fails to adopt its comprehensive plan or development regulations
when such actions are required to be taken.

These sanctions include withholding revenues from particular taxes and accounts, and
revising alotments in appropriation levels.

Summary of Bill: Providing an abundant supply of housing for residents of rura life is
added to the legidative findings on counties defining of their rural elements under the
GMA.

Growth Management Act Goals. Closing the housing availability gap while continuously
tracking progress toward increasing housing supply is added to the housing goal of the
GMA.

Permit applications must be monitored and tracked to demonstrate measurable progress
toward accomplishing the GMA housing goals.

New housing developments is added to the list of items that counties and cities must factor
into accommodating housing and employment growth when adopting plan amendments, or
development regulations, or both.

Policies to monitor and track progress toward permitting new housing to address regional
housing supply crises is added to the list of policies that countywide planning policies must
address.

Governor Sanctions. The Governor may impose specified sanctions on a county or city that
failsto track and make progress on increasing housing supply pursuant to the GMA goals.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Requested on February 13, 2025.
Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members. No.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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