
FINAL BILL REPORT
2SSB 5786

C 343 L 25
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description:  Increasing license, permit, and endorsement fees.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senator Stanford).

Senate Committee on Labor & Commerce
Senate Committee on Ways & Means
House Committee on Appropriations

Background:  A liquor license is required for businesses to import, manufacture, distribute, 
or sell alcohol in Washington State.  The Liquor and Cannabis Board (LCB) issues various 
types of liquor licenses, permits, and endorsements to qualified businesses.  The licenses, 
permits, and endorsements available to a business depends on, among other things, the type 
of business, the type of liquor being sold, and the location of the sale.  LCB issues licenses 
to retail and nonretail businesses, including grocery stores, taverns, and distilleries.  LCB 
also issues special occasion licenses and permits for temporary events. 
 
A business must pay an application fee when applying for a liquor license, permit, or 
endorsement.  If LCB approves the application, the business must pay certain statutory fees, 
such as an annual license fee or a fee per event.  The business may also be subject to certain 
fees established by rule.  LCB collects the fees and deposits the funds into the Liquor 
Revolving Account.

Summary:  The statutory fees for the following liquor licenses, permits, and endorsements 
are increased:

banquet permit;•
beer and wine gift delivery license;•
beer or wine on-premises endorsement;•
beer and/or wine restaurant license;•
beer and/or wine specialty shop license;•
beer distributor license;•
beer importer license;•
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bonded and nonbonded spirits warehouse license;•
bonded wine warehouse storage license;•
caterer license;•
combination spirits, beer, and wine license;•
combined license;•
day spa permit;•
distiller license;•
domestic brewery license;•
domestic winery license;•
duty free exporter license;•
grocery store license;•
grocery store tasting endorsement;•
hotel license;•
interstate common carrier license;•
manufacturer license;•
microbrewery license;•
motel license;•
nightclub license;•
packaging services endorsement;•
private club beer and wine license;•
public house license;•
representative license;•
snack bar license;•
special occasion license;•
special permit;•
spirits distributor license;•
spirits importer license;•
spirits retail license;•
spirits, beer, and wine private club license;•
spirits, beer, and wine restaurant license;•
sports entertainment facility license;•
tasting room license;•
tavern license;•
theater license;•
VIP airport lounge operator license;•
wine distributor license;•
wine importer license; and•
wine retailer reseller endorsement.•

 
Additionally, the application fee for retail licenses is increased by 50 percent. 
 
LCB must increase any liquor license, permit, or endorsement fees set by rule, by 50 
percent. 
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Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 25 24

House 51 47 (House amended)

Senate 25 23 (Senate concurred)

Final Passage Votes
Effective: July 27, 2025
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