SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5833

Asof January 15, 2026
Title: An act relating to allowing pets in unattended motor vehicles under certain circumstances.
Brief Description: Allowing petsin unattended motor vehicles under certain circumstances.
Sponsors: Senator Wagoner.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Law & Justice: 1/19/26.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Makes it lawful to leave a motor vehicle engine running while
unattended for no longer than 30 minutes if the purpose is to protect a pet
in the vehicle from excessive hesat or cold.

» Creates a presumption that it is not a civil infraction of the laws for the
prevention of cruelty to animals, for a person to leave an engine running
while unattended to protect a pet.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LAW & JUSTICE
Staff: Tim Ford (786-7414)

Background: Unsafe Confinement of Pets in a Motor Vehicle. It is a class 2 civil
infraction to leave or confine any animal unattended in a motor vehicle or enclosed space if
the anima could be harmed or killed by exposure to excessive heat, cold, lack of
ventilation, or lack of necessary water. An animal control officer or law enforcement
officer is authorized to enter the motor vehicle or enclosed area to remove the animal from
such exposure. The officer or employing agency is not liable for any property damage
related to the animal removal. The maximum penalty for a class 2 civil infraction is $125,
plus statutory assessments. The civil infraction does not preclude criminal prosecution for
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animal cruelty.

Unattended Motor Vehicle. No person driving or in charge of a motor vehicle shall permit
it to stand unattended without first stopping the engine, locking the ignition, removing the
key and effectively setting the brake thereon and, when standing upon any perceptible
grade, turning the front wheels to the curb or side of the highway.

Summary of Bill: It islawful to leave a motor vehicle engine running while the vehicle is
unattended for no longer than 30 minutes where the purpose is to provide the vehicle's
heating or cooling for a pet in the vehicle to prevent exposure to weather that may be
excessive heat or cold. Thereis a presumption that it is not a civil infraction of the laws to
prevent cruelty to animals to keep the engine running in an unattended vehicle to protect a
pet.

An officer is liable for any damage to a vehicle resulting from the removal of an animal
from an unattended vehicle where the individual kept the engine running to protect the pet
from excessive heat or cold, unless the officer rebuts the presumption that the person did not
commit acivil infraction of the laws to prevent cruelty to animals.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members. No.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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