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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description:  Establishing the preK promise account.

Sponsors:  Senators Wilson, C., Bateman, Conway, Dhingra, Liias, Nobles, Pedersen, Riccelli, 
Robinson, Shewmake and Wellman; by request of Governor Ferguson.

Senate Committee on Ways & Means
House Committee on Appropriations

Background:  Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program.  The Early Childhood 
Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP) is a voluntary preschool and family support 
program administered by the Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF). 
Children are eligible for ECEAP when they are between the ages of three and five, and are 
from families with incomes at or below 36 percent of the state median income (SMI).
 
DCYF is authorized to enroll additional children in ECEAP who do not meet standard 
eligibility criteria, as space is available, if their family income level is above 36 percent of 
the SMI, but at or below 50 percent of the SMI, and the child meets at least one specified 
risk factor.
 
In the 2025-27 biennium, ECEAP is funded to serve 14,278 children in fiscal year (FY) 
2026 and 14,528 children in FY 2027.
 
In the 2030-31 school year, ECEAP will become an entitlement and income eligibility will 
increase to 50 percent of SMI.

Summary:  The PreK Promise Account is created for receiving any gifts, grants, or 
donations made for ECEAP. All expenditures may be used solely to support ECEAP.
 
DCYF must track receipts separately for each organization or entity that deposits funds into 
the account.
 

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.

ESB 5872- 1 -Senate Bill Report



The account does not require an appropriation, while expenditures must follow allotment 
procedures. Only the DCYF secretary may authorize expenditures.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 46 3

House 97 0

Final Passage Votes
Effective: March 14, 2026

July 1, 2030 - Section 3
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