FINAL BILL REPORT
SSB 5911

C92L 26
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Strengthening the financial stability of personsin the care of the department
of children, youth, and families.

Sponsors:. Senate Committee on Human Services (originally sponsored by Senators Alvarado,
Warnick, Boehnke, Frame, Nobles, Orwall, Riccelli, Trudeau and Wilson, C.).

Senate Committee on Human Services

Senate Committee on Ways & Means

House Committee on Early Learning & Human Services
House Committee on Appropriations

Background: Young Adults in the Care of the Department of Children, Youth, and
Families. A young adult may be in the care of the Department of Children, Youth, and
Families (DCYF) through the child welfare dependency system.

Anyone, including DCYF, may file a petition in court alleging that a child or youth should
be a dependent of the state due to abuse, neglect, or because there is no parent, guardian, or
custodian capable of adequately caring for the child. If acourt determines a child should be
a dependent, the court will conduct periodic reviews and make determinations regarding the
child's placement, provision of services by DCY F, compliance of the parents, and whether
progress has been made by the parents. When children are removed from the home of a
parent or guardian during dependency proceedings, they may be placed in an out-of-home
placement with relatives or with afoster parent.

Extended Foster Care (EFC) in DCY F provides an opportunity for young adults who were a
dependent of Washington State at age 18, to voluntarily agree to continue receiving foster
care services, including placement services until their 21st birthday. The dependency action
continues while the youth receives EFC services.

EFC services includes residential and other support services DCY F is authorized to provide.
Services may include, but are not limited to, placement in a licensed, relative, or otherwise
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approved care, or supervised independent living settings; assistance in meeting basic needs;
independent living services, medical assistance; and counseling or treatment. A youth who
is not in alicensed foster care placement is eligible for a monthly supervised independent
living subsidy which is effective the date the youth signs the voluntary placement
agreement, agrees to dependency, or informs their socia worker they are living
independently, whichever occurs first. If a youth is not living in an approved supervised
independent living setting, DCYF works with the youth to help identify an appropriate
living arrangement until the youth is living in a safe location approved by DCYF or the
court. During this time DCY F continues to pay the monthly supervised independent living
subsidy.

DCYF isto seek federal reimbursement when ayouthis:

 enrolled in high school or a high school equivalency program;

 enrolled, applied for, or can show intent to timely enroll in a post-secondary academic
or post-secondary vocational certification program;

* participating in a program or activity designed to promote or remove barriers to
employment, including part-time employment;

» employed 80 hours or more a month; or

* isunableto engage in any of these activities due to a documented medical condition.

Funds of Children in the Care of the Department of Children, Youth, and Families. The
secretary of DCYF is the custodian of funds for persons placed with DCYF. As custodian,
the secretary has the authority to disburse moneys from the person's funds for certain
designated purposes, including for the personal needs of the person or to reimburse for
public assistance expended on behalf of the person, which may include funds paid for the
cost of the person's care. All funds held by the secretary as custodian may be deposited into
a single fund, with receipts and expenditures accounted on an individual basis. When the
funds belonging to any one person exceed $500, the secretary may deposit the funds into a
savings and loan association account, on behalf of the person. When the conditions of
placement no longer exist, the secretary must deliver al remaining funds to the person
along with afull and final accounting of all receipts and expenditures.

Summary: Asof January 1, 2027, DCY F may not apply any benefits, payments, funds, or
accrual paid to, or on behalf of, a person receiving EFC services from DCYF as
reimbursement for the cost of their care.

When a person receiving EFC services is not already receiving Supplemental Security
Income and Retirement, Survivors, and Disability Insurance benefits, DCYF is to assess
whether the person is eligible for such benefits. When a person is assessed to be eligible for
Socia Security benefits, DCY F shall:
» assist the person to become a payee for Social Security benefits and maintain
eligibility for those benefits when DCY F is the representative payee; and
» assist individuals, who are designated as payees for their benefits, establish afinancial
account appropriate for receiving those benefits—such as a Washington Achieving a
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Better Life Experience Account, a checking or savings account, or another form of
electronic banking.

DCYF may provide support to determine if the person can manage the account on their own
or if they need an authorized representatives to manage their account.

If the person in EFC is determined to need additional support in managing their benefits,
DCYF is to make reasonable efforts to identify a suitable individual to serve as the person's
authorized representative. |f needed, DCYF may serve as the authorized representative if
neither the person nor DCY F can identify a suitable individual until the individual or DCYF
can identify a suitable individua to servein place of DCYF.

When DCYF is the representative payee for benefits for a person in foster care or EFC,
DCYF maintains a fiduciary duty to manage the funds consistent with Social Security
Administration rules and regulations. DCYF may contract with an external entity to
administer and manage the accounts governed by this act on DCY F's behalf.

When funds belonging to a person in DCYF's care exceeds $2,000, those funds may be
deposited into a qualifying protected account, such as a Washington Achieving a Better Life
Experience Program Account or asimilar account, where the person is eligible for them.

Voteson Final Passage:
Senate 48 O
House 93 2 (Houseamended)
Senate 49 0 (Senateconcurred)

Effective: June 11, 2026
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