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SB 5988

As of January 15, 2026

Title:  An act relating to establishing fee authority for accreditation services provided to opioid 
treatment programs by the department of health.

Brief Description:  Establishing fee authority for accreditation services provided to opioid 
treatment programs by the department of health.

Sponsors:  Senator Robinson; by request of Department of Health.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Ways & Means: 1/19/26.

Brief Summary of Bill

Provides the Department of Health with authority to establish fees for 
accreditation services for Opioid Treatment Programs.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS & MEANS

Staff: Monica Fontaine (786-7341)

Background:  Behavioral Health Agencies. The Department of Health (DOH) licenses and 
regulates inpatient and outpatient behavioral health agencies that may be certified to provide 
mental health, substance use disorder (SUD), problem gambling or gambling disorder 
services, or any combination of these types of services. Licensure and certification is 
required if any agency intends to seek Medicaid reimbursement, provide court-ordered 
mental health or SUD services, or as otherwise specified by state law.
 
Behavioral Health Integration. In 2018, the responsibility for certifying and licensing 
behavioral health services providers was transferred from the Department of Social and 
Health Services (DSHS) to DOH. DOH was provided the responsibility of establishing 
minimum standards for services providers and community support services, and for 
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disciplining entities that did not meet standards. This transfer of authority included the 
regulation and licensing of Opioid Treatment Programs (OTPs). Prior to the transfer of 
responsibility, DSHS had used a one-time block grant to fund accreditation services.
 
Accreditation.  OTPs are required to be accredited by a body approved by the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). DOH is the only 
accrediting body for OTPs in the state of Washington. OTPs that are not accredited are out 
of compliance with SAMHSA requirements, ineligible to receive federal reimbursement, 
and ineligible to provide medications approved by the Food and Drug Administration. OTPs 
can currently seek accreditation from federal accrediting bodies, such as the Joint 
Commission. There are currently 32 OTPs accredited by DOH, of which ten are tribal-
affiliated.

Summary of Bill:  DOH is given the authority to apply for approval from the United States 
Department of Health and Human Services to provide accreditation services. DOH is 
directed to establish fees for initial accreditations and renewals at a level sufficient to cover 
service costs, and permitted to use funds from the Opioid Abatement Settlement Account to 
offset accrediting costs.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 8, 2026.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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