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Brief Description:  Updating the definition of fetal death.

Sponsors:  Senators Cleveland, Robinson, Nobles and Wilson, C..

Senate Committee on Health & Long-Term Care
House Committee on Health Care & Wellness

Background:  For each death or fetal death in Washington, a complete report of death or 
fetal death must be filed with the local registrar in the local health jurisdiction where the 
death occurred.  The report must be filed within five days after the death or fetal death or 
finding the remains and before final disposition of the human remains.  If a report of death 
or fetal death is completed and filed in accordance with the requirements, the local registrar 
must issue a burial-transit permit or disinterment permit.  A person may not provide for 
final disposition of human remains until the report of death or fetal death has been 
registered and a burial-transmit permit has been obtained.  The funeral director, funeral 
establishment, or person having the right to control the disposition of remains must deliver 
the burial-transit permit to the person in charge of the funeral establishment, crematory, or 
cemetery, or attach the permit to the container holding the remains when shipped by 
transportation company.  A person may not bring into, or transport within, Washington; 
inter, deposit in a vault, grave, or tomb; or cremate or otherwise dispose of the human 
remains of any person whose death occurred outside this state, unless the human remains 
are accompanied by a burial-transit permit or other document issued in accordance with the 
laws in force where the death occurred.
 
A local registrar must review filed reports of death or fetal death to ensure they are 
complete, request missing information or corrections, ensure issuance of the burial-transit 
permit, and register a report of death with the Department of Health if it has been completed 
and submitted as required.
 
For the purposes of vital records, "fetal death" means any product of conception that shows 
no evidence of life, such as breathing, beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, 
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or definite movement of voluntary muscles after complete expulsion or extraction from the 
individual who gave birth that is not an induced termination of pregnancy and:

has completed 20 or more weeks of gestation calculated from the date the last 
menstrual period of the individual who gave birth began, to the date of expulsion or 
extraction; or

•

weighs 350 grams or more, if weeks of gestation are not known.•

Summary:  The definition of fetal death is modified to mean any product of conception that 
shows no evidence of life, such as breathing, beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical 
cord, or definite movement of voluntary muscles after complete expulsion or extraction 
from the individual who gave birth that is not an induced termination of pregnancy and:

has completed 20 or more weeks of gestation at the date of death based on the best 
clinically accurate gestational age; or

•

weighs 350 grams or more, if weeks of gestation are not known.•

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 48 0

House 91 2

Final Passage Votes
Effective: June 11, 2026

June 30, 2027 - Section 2
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