
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6056

As of January 12, 2026

Title:  An act relating to exempting utility service vehicles from certain motor vehicle emission 
standards.

Brief Description:  Exempting utility service vehicles from certain motor vehicle emission 
standards.

Sponsors:  Senator Boehnke.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Environment, Energy & Technology: 1/13/26.

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires the Department of Ecology to exempt utility service vehicles 
from certain low- and zero-emission vehicle standards.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY & TECHNOLOGY

Staff: Matt Shepard-Koningsor (786-7627)

Background:  Public Utilities.  In Washington, public utilities include consumer-owned 
utilities and investor-owned utilities.  Consumer-owned utilities are not regulated by the 
Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC) and include, in part, municipal utilities, 
public utility districts, irrigation districts, cooperatives, and other entities organized under 
the relevant state laws and which provide electric, gas, water, sewer, or telecommunication 
services, or a combination of those services to retail customers in the state.  Investor-owned 
utilities are regulated by the UTC and include five organizations—Avista Corporation, 
Cascade Natural Gas Corporation, Northwest Natural Gas Company, PacifiCorp, and Puget 
Sound Energy—which provide electric or gas service, or both, to retail customers in the 
state.
 

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Federal Law.  The federal Clean Air Act (CAA) preempts state governments from adopting 
their own air pollutant emission standards for new motor vehicles and engines.  The CAA 
expressly permits the state of California to apply to the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) for a waiver from preemption.  Since the late-1960s, California 
has received over 100 federal preemption waivers.  In recent years, EPA granted California 
waivers to, among others, implement its Advanced Clean Cars II (ACC II), Advanced Clean 
Trucks (ACT), and Heavy-Duty Omnibus Low NOx (Omnibus) rules.  The CAA permits 
other states to either adopt the federal vehicle emission standards or, under certain 
conditions, adopt California's.  To date, 17 states have adopted at least some of California's 
vehicle emission standards.  California's preemption waivers are currently involved in 
pending litigation.
 
California Vehicle Emission Standards.  California's motor vehicle emission standards 
include, in part, low-emission vehicle (LEV) and zero-emission vehicle (ZEV) 
requirements.  LEV requirements establish that all vehicles sold in states subject to 
California's standards must exceed emission performance standards for certain criteria air 
pollutants and greenhouse gases.  Specific performance requirements vary depending on the 
vehicle's model year, weight, and type.  ZEVs, including battery-electric vehicles and 
hydrogen fuel cell engine vehicles, must produce zero exhaust emissions of air pollutants 
and greenhouse gases. 
 
ZEV requirements specify that a certain percentage of vehicles delivered for sale in the state 
by manufacturers must be ZEVs.  Manufacturers must either deliver the required percentage 
or obtain credits.  Credits may be earned by delivering vehicles for sale in the state, 
purchasing ZEV credits from another manufacturer with a credit surplus, or delivering 
ZEVs in other states with ZEV mandates.  Manufacturers may receive partial credit toward 
ZEV requirements by producing transitional ZEVs, which includes plug-in hybrid vehicles.
 
Washington Vehicle Emission Standards.  In 2005, the Legislature directed the Department 
of Ecology (Ecology) to implement California's LEV standards, and in 2020, to implement 
California's ZEV standards.  Ecology implemented these standards through adopting the 
Clean Vehicles Program (CVP), which contains the following California regulations, 
adopted by reference: Advanced Clean Cars; ACC II; Omnibus; and ACT. 
 
Some vehicles are exempt from the CVP, including certain military vehicles, vehicles sold 
for registration and used out-of-state, certain used vehicles with over 7500 miles, vehicles 
purchased by law enforcement, and others.  Other vehicles are exempt only from ACT, 
including certain new diesel-fueled buses purchased by a transit agency and authorized 
emergency vehicles.  Utility service vehicles are not included in the current definition of 
authorized emergency vehicles.
 
Ecology is currently undergoing rulemaking to amend the CVP to, among other things, 
maintain consistency with California's regulations.  As of January 2026, the draft rules 
contain an amendatory provision, which exempts utility service vehicles from the CVP.  
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Utility service vehicles are defined as a vehicle purchased for use by local utilities to 
respond to electric power outages and emergency repairs.  Due to recent federal actions, 
Ecology paused deficit generation and credit surrender under ACC II and ACT until at least 
June 2026.  Manufacturers may continue to earn credits under the programs.  Ecology 
paused compliance obligations under Omnibus for Model Year 2026.

Summary of Bill:  Ecology must exempt, by rule, a utility service vehicle from California's 
motor vehicle emission standards, which are adopted by reference in Washington State.
 
Utility service vehicle means any commercial motor vehicle:

used in the furtherance of repairing, maintaining, or operating any structures or any 
other physical facilities necessary for the delivery of public utility services, including 
furnishing electric, gas, water, sanitary sewer, telephone, television cable or 
community antenna service, and broadband-Internet and cellular telephone 
operations;

•

while engaged in any activity necessarily related to the ultimate delivery of such 
public utility services to consumers, including travel or movements to, from, upon, or 
between activity sites; and

•

except for any occasional emergency use, operated primarily within the service area 
of a utility's subscribers or consumers, regardless of whether the vehicle is owned, 
leased, or rented by the utility.

•

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 10, 2026.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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