FINAL BILL REPORT
SSB 6081

C56L 26
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Protecting Washingtonians from invasion of privacy, including the
unauthorized disclosure of sex designation information and historic sex designation changes
in official government records.

Sponsors:. Senate Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators Pedersen,
Liias, Bateman, Dhingra, Frame, Hasegawa, Nobles, Saldafia, Stanford, Vadez and Wilson,
C)).

Senate Committee on State Government, Tribal Affairs & Elections
Senate Committee on Transportation
House Committee on State Government & Tribal Relations

Background: Public Records Act. The Public Records Act (PRA), enacted in 1972 as part
of Initiative 276, requires that all state and local government agencies make all public
records available for public inspection and copying unless certain statutory exemptions
apply. Specific references in the PRA and other statutes remove certain information from
application of the PRA, provide exceptions to the public disclosure and copying of certain
information, or designate certain information as confidential. The provisions requiring
public records disclosure must be interpreted liberally while the exemptions are interpreted
narrowly to effectuate the general policy favoring disclosure.

Vital Records. The Department of Health (DOH) collects and stores all reports of specific
vital life events in the state. These vital life events include births, deaths, fetal deaths,
marriages, marriage and domestic partnership dissolutions, marriage and domestic
partnership annulments, and legal separations.

The Secretary of Health isin charge of state vital records and must appoint a state registrar
that is responsible for the system's operations and integrity, develop uniform vital statistics
reporting requirements and forms for local registrars across the state, review reports, and
take measures to prevent the fraudulent use of vital records.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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The state registrar may amend certification items on vital records, including changing the
name of a person born in state or changing an individual's sex designation.

Archived Vital Records. The state registrar must develop and implement a preservation
management policy for the vital records system for permanent preservation while in the
custody of the state registrar. The state registrar must transfer the custody of vital records to
the State Archives in accordance with archival procedures when:

» 100 years have elapsed after the date of live birth or fetal death;

» 25 years have elapsed after the date of death; and

» 25 years have elapsed after the date of marriage, divorce, or other dissolution.

Driver's Licenses and ldenticards. An individual may request that the Department of
Licensing (DOL) change their sex designation on their driver's license, ID card, or permit
either in person or by mail.

Voter Registration. Automatic voter registration is authorized at DOL. Applicants applying
for an initial, renewal or change of address for an enhanced driver's license or identicards
are automatically registered to vote. On a daily basis, DOL transmits to the Office of the
Secretary of State the name, address, date of birth, gender, driver's license number,
signature image, any language preference information, any phone number provided by the
voter, any email address provided by the voter, and the date of application for each
applicant opting to register to vote.

Driver's License Information. On annual basis, DOL is required to annualy provide
Washington Technology Solutions an electronic data file of most licensed drivers and
identicard holders who are 18 years of age or older. The electronic file contains, full name,
date of birth, residence address including county, sex, and most recent date of application,
renewal, replacement, or change of driver'slicense or identicard.

Confidential License Plates, Drivers Licenses, and Identicards. DOL may issue confidential
license plates to units of local government and agencies of the federal government for law
enforcement purposes, any state official elected on a statewide basis for use on official
business, any other public officer or public employees for the personal security of the
officer or employee when recommended by the chief of the Washington State Patrol, and
the Office of the State Treasurer for the transportation of state funds. The use of confidential
license plates on other vehicles owned or operated by the state by any state officer or
employee is limited to the work of state law enforcement agencies, confidential public
health work, and confidential public assistance fraud or child support investigations.

DOL may issue confidential drivers licenses and identicards to commissioned officers of
state and local law enforcement agencies and agencies of the federal government only for
undercover or covert law enforcement activities.

Summary: Department of Licensing Records. The current exemption from public
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inspection and copying of records related to driver’'s license and identicards is expanded to
include sex designation. Individual specific information related to instruction permit
information is also made exempt from public inspection and copying. The public records
exemption is also expanded to include information related to renewing or making changes
to adriver’slicenses, identicard, or instruction permit.

Any record pertaining to a confidential vehicle license plate, driver's license, or identicard
that, alone or in combination with any other records, may reveal the sex designation of an
individual is exempt from public inspection and copying.

DOL may not display, transmit, or otherwise make available any record or supporting
documentation of a person's sex designation change except with the consent of the person,
given for a specific purpose.

Credentials and digital records issued after a change to sex designation must contain only
the current sex designation and no indicator that a change occurred. This includes
information transmitted to the Secretary of State for voter registration purposes and the
annual list provided to Washington Technology Solutions.

Records and supporting documentation of a person's sex designation change are considered
sensitive information and must be excluded from any driving records transmitted to other
jurisdictions except with the consent of the person, given for a specific purpose.

Vital Records. Information collected from individuals who have requested or previously
reguested changes to sex designation for vital records is exempt from public inspection and

copying.

Information related to sex designation changes that are a part of any vital records,
supporting documentation, vital statistics, data, or information contained with the
documents, is not subject to public inspection and copying.

With the exception of certifications and informational copies, or unless otherwise
authorized under vital records provisions, al vital records, reports, supporting
documentation, vital statistics, data maintained by DOH, and information contained within,
are confidential and are not subject to state or federal discovery, subpoenas, or other
compulsory process.

DOH may deny arequest for vital records data and a state or local registrar must withhold a
certification of birth when DOH determines that there is a reasonable possibility of the data
being used to cause or enable harm or disenfranchisement or that its use could reasonably
result in disparate impact on the data subject or that otherwise fulfilling the request would
not be in the public interest.

The State Archives must not make publicly available or disclose to any recipient other than
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DOH any supporting documentation related to sex designation changes that were
transferred over for preservation.

Voteson Final Passage:
Senate 30 19
House 57 36

Effectivee March 16, 2026
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