SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6084

Asof January 23, 2026
Title: An act relating to clarifying the prohibition on voting more than once in an election.
Brief Description: Clarifying the prohibition on voting more than once in an election.

Sponsors: Senators Cortes, Cleveland, Dhingra, Nobles and Valdez; by request of Secretary of
State.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: State Government, Tribal Affairs & Elections: 1/27/26.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Clarifiesthat a person may not vote in this state more than once, or in an
election in both this state and another state, if the election date is the
same.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, TRIBAL AFFAIRS &
ELECTIONS

Staff: Greg Vogel (786-7413)

Background: Any person who intentionally votes or attempts to vote in this state more
than once at any election, or who intentionally votes or attempts to vote in both this state
and another state at any election, is guilty of aclass C felony.

Any person who recklessly or negligently violates this prohibition commits a class 1 civil
infraction.

Election, when used alone, means a general election except where the context indicates that
a special election is included. General election means an election required to be held on a
fixed date recurring at regular intervals.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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On January 6, 2026, the Washington Division Il Court of Appeals in Sate v. Padrta, held
that an election, for purposes of the prohibition, refers to a choice among a specific sate of
candidates or propositions, and not to the more general process of voting on a particular
day. In Padrta, the defendant voted both in Washington and Oregon in November 2022.
Since there were no overlap of candidates or issues in the elections, the court reversed the
defendant's conviction for repeat voting.

Summary of Bill: Any person who intentionally votes or attempts to vote in this state more
than once in the same election, or who intentionally votes or attempts to vote in both this
state and another state in the same election, is guilty of aclass C felony.

The term election refers to any general, primary, or special election. An election is the same
election if the election date is the same, regardless of the candidates, offices, issues, or
measures on the ballot and regardless of the date on which ballots are mailed or returned.
When a specia election is held in conjunction with a general election or primary election, it
is not the same election, and otherwise qualified voters may vote in both the special election
and the general or primary election held on the same day.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members: No.

Effective Date: The hill contains an emergency clause and takes effect immediately.
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