
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6124

As of January 20, 2026

Title:  An act relating to a study to assess the feasibility of developing an affordability index for 
appliances sold into Washington state.

Brief Description:  Assessing the feasibility of developing an affordability index for appliances 
sold into Washington state.

Sponsors:  Senators Liias, Shewmake and Conway.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Environment, Energy & Technology: 1/21/26.

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires the Department of Commerce to carryout a study assessing the 
feasibility of developing an affordability index for appliances.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY & TECHNOLOGY

Staff: Alicia Kinne-Clawson (786-7407)

Background:  Appliance Efficiency and Testing Standards. Federal law generally allows 
states to establish minimum efficiency and testing standards for products that are not 
covered by federal appliance efficiency regulations. Once a federal efficiency standard is 
established for a given appliance, it will preempt existing state standards unless the state is 
granted a waiver of federal preemption. Washington law sets minimum efficiency and 
testing standards for several categories of appliances sold, offered for sale, or installed in 
the state. 
 
The Department of Commerce (Commerce) may recommend updates to the state appliance
 efficiency and testing standards. Commerce may also recommend establishing state 
standards for additional non-federally covered appliances.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Summary of Bill:  Commerce must carry out and submit a study to the Legislature by 
January 31, 2028 assessing the feasibility of developing an affordability index for 
appliances sold in Washington. At a minimum, the affordability index must consider:

ease of maintenance;•
availability of repair materials;•
estimated performance life;•
annual maintenance costs;•
resistance to wear and tear;•
duration of software support;•
use of renewable and recycled materials in appliance construction;•
recyclability; and•
costs to dispose of the appliance.•

 
The study must evaluate which appliances would be included in the affordability index and 
the feasibility of adapting existing appliance labeling standards. The study must also 
consider how Commerce would manage, update, and support the affordability index 
program.
 
In carrying out the study, Commerce must solicit input from individuals with expertise in 
right to repair, appliance manufacturing, consumer protection, and appliance standards. 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 20, 2026.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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