SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6124

Asof February 6, 2026

Title: An act relating to a study to assess the feasibility of developing an affordability index for
appliances sold into Washington state.

Brief Description: Assessing the feasibility of developing an affordability index for appliances
sold into Washington state.

Sponsors: Senators Liias, Shewmake and Conway.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Environment, Energy & Technology: 1/21/26, 2/03/26 [DPS-WM,
DNP, w/oRec].
Ways & Means. 2/06/26.

Brief Summary of First Substitute Bill

* Requires the Department of Commerce to carryout a study assessing the
feasibility of developing an affordability index for appliances.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY & TECHNOLOGY

Majority Report: That Substitute Senate Bill No. 6124 be substituted therefor, and the
substitute bill do pass and be referred to Committee on Ways & Means.

Signed by Senators Shewmake, Chair; Hunt, Vice Chair; Slatter, Vice Chair; Dhingra,
Liias, Lovelett and Wellman.

Minority Report: Do not pass.
Signed by Senators Boehnke, Ranking Member; MacEwen and Short.

Minority Report: That it be referred without recommendation.
Signed by Senator Harris.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Staff: AliciaKinne-Clawson (786-7407)

SENATE COMMITTEE ONWAYS& MEANS
Staff: Trevor Press (786-7446)

Background: Appliance Efficiency and Testing Standards. Federal law generaly allows
states to establish minimum efficiency and testing standards for products that are not
covered by federa appliance efficiency regulations. Once a federa efficiency standard is
established for a given appliance, it will preempt existing state standards unless the state is
granted a waiver of federal preemption. Washington law sets minimum efficiency and
testing standards for several categories of appliances sold, offered for sale, or installed in
the state.

The Department of Commerce (Commerce) may recommend updates to the state appliance
efficiency and testing standards. Commerce may also recommend establishing state
standards for additional non-federally covered appliances.

Summary of Bill (First Substitute): Commerce must carry out and submit a study to the
Legidature by January 31, 2028 assessing the feasibility of developing an affordability
index for appliances sold in Washington. At a minimum, the affordability index must
consider:

* ease of maintenance;

* availability of repair materias;

* estimated performance life;

 annual maintenance Costs;

* resistance to wear and tear;

* duration of software support;

 use of renewable and recycled materials in appliance construction;

* recyclability; and

* costs to dispose of the appliance.

The study must evaluate which appliances would be included in the affordability index and
the feasibility of adapting existing appliance labeling standards. For the purposes of the
study, appliances do not include consumer electronic devices. The study must consider how
Commerce would manage, update, and support the affordability index program.

In carrying out the study, Commerce must solicit input from individuals with expertise in
right to repair, appliance manufacturing, consumer protection, and appliance standards.

EFFECT OF CHANGES MADE BY ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY &
TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE (First Substitute):

» Specifies that for the purposes of the study, appliances do not include personal
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electronic devices.
Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.
Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members: No.
Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony on Original Bill (Environment, Energy &
Technology): The committee recommended a different version of the bill than what was
heard. PRO: This bill isinspired by my grandmother and the appliances she had access to
that lasted many years and could be repaired. Today, the ability of consumers to know the
lifespan of things that we use does not exist. This bill would give us more information. As
we think about affordability, this is one more piece of information that can help families
make decisions. We don't have a way to know what products are repairable. It's important
for consumers to know which products are repairable and affordable to repair. In Europe,
when scores are displayed, users indicate it impacts the choices they make as consumers.
The problem with modern appliances is they are often not cost effective to repair. We do
take leadership on environmental issuesin Washington. Thisis about affordability and local
jobs.

CON: The term appliance is undefined and our products could be in scope. It is untenable
for industry to comply with different scoring and labeling systems across states. The EU use
a single market approach. If Washington is interested in a scoring system, it would be ideal
to align the American index with the EU. We support efforts to preserve repairability and
affordability. Not al appliances can be lumped together as it relates to repairability. An
index may vary dramatically across appliances. As there is no uniform to test repairability,
any index would be subjective.

Persons Testifying (Environment, Energy & Technology): PRO: Senator Marko Liias,
Prime Sponsor; Meghan Smith, Washington Public Interest Research Group (National
Office); Heather Trim, Zero Waste Washington.

CON: Katie Reilly, Consumer Technology Association; John Keane, Association of Home
Appliance Manufacturers (AHAM).

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying (Environment, Energy &
Technology): No one.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony on First Substitute (Ways & Means): PRO:

Appliances used to last longer. Now, large appliances cost a ton of money and do not last
nearly as long. This bill helps address this issue by creating something like Energy Star
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where you would see a sticker when you go to buy something at it would say how reparable
an itemis, how long it lasts and if it isagood deal buy. This has a modest fiscal note but is
a concrete thing you can do for affordability. This is something similar to what is being
done in the European Union. It is difficult to know at the point of sale which appliances are
repairable and long lasting and which are not. Simple design choices makes repairs more
expensive. This bill would have Washington residents see huge savingsin repair.

CON: A state-specific index like this does not make sense when products are being sold
across the United States. We would be the only one having this in the United States. This
bill is not just about affordability, this is an ecodesign document. We should wait to see
what the European Union comes up with. The definition of which appliances are under the
bill is not clear. State-level index frameworks carry significant costs and other issues with
implementation.

Persons Testifying (Ways & Means): PRO: Heather Trim, Zero Waste Washington;

gisella Gonzales, team child; Meghan Smith, Washington Public Interest Research Group
(National Office).

CON: Charlie Brown, Consumer Technology Association; Jacob Cassady, Association of
Home Appliance Manufacturers (AHAM).

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying (Ways & Means): No one.
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