
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6147

As of January 27, 2026

Title:  An act relating to notice requirements for grocery establishment closures.

Brief Description:  Concerning notice requirements for grocery establishment closures.

Sponsors:  Senators Conway, Valdez, Alvarado, Hasegawa, Lovelett, Nobles, Saldaña and 
Trudeau.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Labor & Commerce: 1/27/26.

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires certain grocery establishments to provide at least six months’ 
notice before closing.

•

Requires grocery establishments to meet with specified entities to 
identify alternative outcomes that would allow for continued availability 
of grocery products and services.

•

Prohibits certain negative use restrictions that would restrict property 
from being used as a grocery establishment, subject to specified 
exceptions.

•

Authorizes enforcement by the attorney general and provides remedies.•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LABOR & COMMERCE

Staff: Marlon Llanes (786-7423)

Background:  Notice Requirements. State law generally requires certain employers to 
provide advance written notice before specified business closings, mass layoffs, relocations, 
or certain large reductions in work hours. Washington's Worker Adjustment and Retraining 

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.

SB 6147- 1 -Senate Bill Report



Notification (WARN) Act requires written notice at least 60 days in advance to affected 
employees, certain agencies, and the chief elected official in the area where the closing or 
layoff occurs. WARN includes circumstances under which an employer may provide less 
than 60 days’ notice, including when the employer is actively seeking capital or business to 
prevent the closure.
 
The Food Access Research Atlas created by the United States Department of Agriculture 
provides measures of low-income and low-access census tracts using distance to 
supermarkets or large grocery stores, with different distance measures for urban and rural 
areas.
 
Negative Use Restrictions. Commercial real estate agreements may include covenants or 
contractual provisions that restrict how a property may be used. In some contexts, these 
restrictions can limit a subsequent tenant's ability to operate a certain type of business at a 
location, including in retail centers where tenants negotiate competitive use provisions.

Summary of Bill:  Notice Requirements. Certain grocery establishments located in 
geographic areas designated as food deserts using United States Department of Agriculture 
criteria, or in certain low-income census tracts, must provide written notice at least six 
months before closing to the city council, county council or commission, local health 
department, and Office of the Attorney General (AG). The grocery establishment must also 
provide notice of its intention to close to its customers and the public by posting prominent 
written notices at all public entries and exits to the grocery establishment.
 
Good Faith Engagement. During the closure notice period, the grocery establishment must, 
upon reasonable request, meet and work in good faith with the local city council, county 
council or commission, health department, collective bargaining organization if applicable, 
and AG to find alternative outcomes allowing for continued availability of grocery 
establishment products and services at the closure location. This requirement may be 
satisfied by attending at least one community meeting convened by a neighborhood 
association or neighborhood organization representing the interests of neighborhood 
residents and one meeting with a collective bargaining organization, if applicable.
 
Alternative outcomes may include identifying strategies or resources to allow the grocery 
establishment to remain open, assisting residents in organizing a cooperative, or identifying 
another grocery establishment capable of continuing similar products and services at or near 
the closure location.
 
Reduced Notice. A grocery establishment may close for business having provided less than 
six months’ notice if the closure is due to a natural emergency or disaster or if, as of the 
time notice would have been required, the grocery establishment was actively seeking 
capital or business which, if obtained, would have enabled the grocery establishment to 
avoid or postpone the closure and the grocery establishment reasonably and in good faith 
believed that giving the required notice would have precluded obtaining the needed capital 
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or business. A grocery establishment relying on reduced notice must give as much notice as 
practicable and, at the time notice is given, must articulate in writing the basis for having 
reduced the notice period.
 
Enforcement. The AG may institute civil proceedings for injunctive and monetary relief, 
including civil penalties, for violations of the closure notice requirements and meeting 
obligations. A collective bargaining organization representing impacted employees, or the 
city attorney or county prosecuting attorney for the jurisdiction where the grocery 
establishment is located, may bring a civil action to enforce compliance and may seek 
injunctive or declaratory relief and a writ of mandamus. In an action brought by these 
parties, the court may award reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs to a prevailing plaintiff.
 
Negative Use Restrictions. A negative use restriction that would prohibit a grocery 
establishment from operating at a location where such a use would otherwise be allowed is 
void and unenforceable. The bill provides exceptions, including for certain agreements 
executed before the effective date of the bill, for certain short-term restrictions associated 
with a grocery establishment relocating within a specified distance, and for certain 
competitive use restrictions within a retail center under specified conditions.
 
A city, town, or county may, upon the written request of an owner or operator and 
presentation of evidence establishing extenuating circumstances demonstrating good cause, 
extend certain distance and time limits related to specified exceptions for negative use 
restrictions by written determination, including extending the relocation distance limit to no 
more than one mile. Factors for considering good cause include maintaining or increasing 
food access in the surrounding area, needs related to financing and construction for the new 
location, and promoting private investment in the surrounding area.
 
The AG may enforce violations related to negative use restrictions under consumer 
protection laws, and cities, towns, and counties may also enforce these provisions through a 
cause of action in a court of competent jurisdiction.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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