FINAL BILL REPORT
SB 6151

C87L 26
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Concerning dedicated accounts for fees collected for the implementation of
environmental programs.

Sponsors: Senators Stanford, Boehnke and Shewmake; by request of Department of Ecology.

Senate Committee on Ways & Means
House Committee on Appropriations

Background: Laboratory Accreditation Unit. In 1987, the Legisature enacted legislation
that created the Laboratory Accreditation Unit (LAU) within the Department of Ecology
(Ecology) to provide accreditation of environmental and drinking water labs. These labs
test the quality of drinking water and various materials for meeting federal safety standards.
There are 448 laboratories, including 125 drinking water laboratories and 323
environmental laboratories doing business in Washington. Of these, 349 labs require onsite
audits. The federal Safe Drinking Water Act requires drinking water testing laboratories to
be audited every three years. In addition to onsite audits of laboratories, the accreditation
process includes the review of laboratories quality assurance manuals, verifying their
proficiency testing results, and providing technical assistance to laboratories, as needed, to
help them through the process of gaining accreditation.

Throughout the accreditation process the LAU assist labs in achieving quality results,
ensures the labs can perform the tests they claim to, that they follow appropriate protocols,
and they have a quality management system in place.

Fees. Under current law and rule, laboratories seeking accreditation are required to pay fees
for accreditation services, and these fees are deposited into the General Fund-State.

Review Standards. The LAU is required to conduct audits for drinking water testing
facilities every three years to protect public health under the federal Safe Drinking Water
Act. In 2021, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) audited Ecology’s
accreditation program and found 30 of these labs had not been audited according to the
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required three-year cycle.

For environmental labs, the complexity of the audit process, and the need to analyze new,
emerging compounds, have all increased over the last decade.

Thereis acurrent backlog of both drinking water and nondrinking water labs that need to be
audited.

Landfill Methane Contral. In 2022, the Legislature enacted E2SHB 1663 creating new
standards for reducing methane emissions from landfills.

The legidation established certain requirements related to methane emissions from
municipal solid waste landfills. It established surface methane emissions standards for
covered landfills. The owner or operator of a covered landfill with gas generation
equivaent to 3 million British thermal units per hour must install and operate a gas
collection and control system unless certain exceptions apply. It exempts municipal solid
waste landfills that are subject to, and in compliance with, methane emissions requirements
from coverage under the Climate Commitment Act and it expanded the scope of permissible
uses of funds within the Climate Commitment Account to include the installation of gas
collection devices and gas control systems, and monitoring and reporting of methane
emissions.

Fees. Ecology and local air pollution control authorities may assess and collect such fees as
may be necessary to recover the direct and indirect costs associated with the implementation
of the requirements.

Summary: The Laboratory Accreditation Account. The new Laboratory Accreditation
Account is created to receive the fees imposed by the LAU Program. Moneys in the
account may only be spent after appropriation and Ecology has completed rule-making for
increasing the fees charged in conducting accreditation work. The new account creates the
means to use the increased fee revenue to cover the costs of the LAU, including eliminating
the backlog of accrediting drinking water labs and maintaining the standard of a three year
auditing cycle per lab.

Laboratory Accreditation Fee Distribution. The statute authorizing the collection of fees
under Ecology's authority is amended to direct that the fees collected from this act be
deposited into the Air Pollution Control Account.

Air Pollution Control Account. The existing Air Pollution Control Account is amended to
receive the fees imposed under the Air Pollution Control Program pertaining to controlling
methane gas emissions from landfills.
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Votes on Final Passage:
Senate 49 O
House 96 1

Effective: June 11, 2026
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