
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6252

As of February 3, 2026

Title:  An act relating to adding certain students at certain community and technical colleges to 
the passengers that must be allowed to ride transit for free under the transit support grant 
program.

Brief Description:  Adding certain students at certain community and technical colleges to the 
passengers that must be allowed to ride transit for free under the transit support grant 
program.

Sponsors:  Senators Wilson, C., Hasegawa, Lovelett, Nobles, Orwall, Saldaña, Shewmake, 
Valdez and Wellman.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Transportation: 2/03/26.

Brief Summary of Bill

Expands the zero-fare policy eligibility requirement for the Transit 
Support Grant Program to include students enrolled in degree-seeking or 
certificate-seeking programs at community or technical colleges.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Staff: Clint McCarthy (786-7319)

Background:  Transit Support Grant Program. In 2021, the Legislature created the Transit 
Support Grant Program to provide financial support for transit agencies. To be eligible for 
transit support grants, a transit agency must allow children ages 18 and under to ride public 
transit for free as part of a zero-fare policy.
 
In the central Puget Sound region, youth may ride without paying or by using a free youth 
One Regional Card for All (ORCA) card that can be obtained online or at customer service 

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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centers. According to the Department of Transportation, 18.2 million children used transit 
for free in 2024.

Summary of Bill:  The zero-fare policy requirement for Transit Support Grant Program 
eligibility is expanded to include students enrolled in a degree-seeking or certificate-seeking 
program at a community or technical college.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 21, 2026.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO: This bill is simple, timely, needed.  All it 
does is add degree or certificate seeking CTC students to those who can use transit for free.  
Affordability and transportation are two of the biggest issues that CTC students face.  CTCs 
offer flexible and affordable pathways to family wage jobs.  This will boost transit 
ridership, and we know the students will appreciate consideration of this bill.  Transit 
creates opportunity.  We are seeing more Washingtonians to get education resources at 
Community and Technical Colleges.  Higher education is costly, especially for students in 
rural areas.  This is an investment in our students and our region.
 
OTHER: We are very excited about more people using transit.  The issue is cost.  This bill 
will cost an additional cost will be $21 million per year.  There are lots of good programs 
working with schools across the state.  We are working on some policy option for transit 
agencies that don't have a pass for students going.

Persons Testifying:  PRO: Senator Claire Wilson, Prime Sponsor; Holden Ringer, 
Transportation Choices Coalition; Arron Randhawa; Ellen Menshew.

OTHER: Justin Leighton, Washington State Transit Association.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  No one.
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