SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6263

As of January 28, 2026
Title: An act relating to school district public bid limits.
Brief Description: Updating school district public bid limits.
Sponsors: Senators Muzzall, Wellman, Nobles and Shewmake.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Early Learning & K-12 Education: 1/28/26.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Increases the school district public bid thresholds related to purchasing
and building improvements and repairs.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON EARLY LEARNING & K-12 EDUCATION
Staff: Alex Fairfortune (786-7416)

Background: Procurement laws address how local governments purchase materials or
services, solicit bids, and award contracts.

Purchasing. The thresholds for conducting competitive bids for purchases vary based on
government type, what is being purchased, and the overall value of the purchase.

There are three thresholds that apply to school districts when purchasing furniture,
equipment, or supplies:
* purchases below $40,000 are not subject to any public bidding laws,
* purchases between $40,000 and $75,000 may be made after receiving quotes from at
least three different sources; and
* purchases above $75,000 must follow an open public bidding process where notice is
provided, written bids are collected, and all bids are publicly read and filed.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Public Works. The thresholds for conducting competitive bidding for public works projects
vary based on government type, the nature of the project, and the project cost.

There are two thresholds that apply to school districts when conducting improvements,
repairs, or other public works projects:
e improvements or repairs under $75,000 may be completed through a department
within the district; and
 improvements or repairs that exceed $100,000 must follow an open public bidding
process where notice is provided, written bids are collected, and all bids are publicly
read and filed.

Summary of Bill: Purchasing. The three thresholds that apply to school districts when
purchasing furniture, equipment, or supplies are increased to the following:

* purchases below $75,000 are not subject to any public bidding laws, increased from
the previous $40,000 limit;

* purchases between $75,000 and $150,000 may be made after receiving quotes from at
least three different sources, increased from the previous $40,000 to $75,000 limit;
and

* purchases above $150,000 must follow an open public bidding process, increased
from the previous $75,000 limit.

Public Works. Improvements or repairs to the property of a district may be completed
through a department within the district if the costs are less than $100,000, increased from
the previous $75,000 limit.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on January 21, 2026.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members: No.
Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony: PRO: Bidding thresholds haven't been updated in
over 20 years. This bill aigns the thresholds with cities and ports so that districts are on a
level playing field. It accounts for inflation and the rising costs of materials and
maintenance. When bid limits fall behind real world costs then districts are forced to delay
or defer regular maintenance causing system failures that cost more to fix. School
maintenance workers know their buildings best and take pride in caring for them.

OTHER: Procurement thresholds are more restrictive than current federal thresholds. This

saves districts money, staff time, and attorney fees associated with the bidding process. The
bidding process takes at least three weeks and some of the bids go unanswered or are
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answered by a single bidder who bids a price higher than buying directly. This preserves
flexibility and the ability for districts to shop around efficiently.

Persons Testifying: PRO: Senator Ron Muzzall, Prime Sponsor; Rick Chisa, Public
School Employees of Washington (PSE); Grace Y uan, Puget Sound School Coalition.

OTHER: Amber Porter, Oak Harbor School District.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: No one.
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