
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6278

As Passed Senate, February 12, 2026

Title:  An act relating to the ongoing review of approved teacher and principal preparation 
programs.

Brief Description:  Concerning the ongoing review of approved teacher and principal 
preparation programs.

Sponsors:  Senator Wellman.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Early Learning & K-12 Education: 1/27/26, 2/04/26 [DP, w/oRec].

Floor Activity:  Passed Senate: 2/12/26, 46-3.

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires the Professional Educator Standards Board's (PESB) ongoing 
review of approved educator preparation programs to include program 
standards, educator role standards, evidence submitted by programs, and 
input from community constituents such as classroom educators and 
administrators.

•

Provides process and directives for PESB when a review shows that a 
program is out of alignment with standards and requirements.

•

Changes the requirements for student teacher field-placement plans so 
that they must be submitted on a schedule established by PESB, no less 
than one submission every three years.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON EARLY LEARNING & K-12 EDUCATION

Majority Report: Do pass.
Signed by Senators Wellman, Chair; Nobles, Vice Chair; Wilson, C., Vice Chair; 

Harris, Ranking Member; Cortes, Hansen and Krishnadasan.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Minority Report: That it be referred without recommendation.
Signed by Senators Dozier and McCune.

Staff: Elena Becker (786-7493)

Background:  Educator Preparation Programs. The Professional Educator Standards Board 
(PESB) adopts rules and creates policies for the preparation and certification of educators. 
PESB approves entities to offer preparation programs for prospective educators, such as 
teachers, principals, and school counselors. All teacher preparation programs (TPPs) 
leading to a Washington teacher certificate must meet minimum state standards established 
by PESB.
 
Once a program is approved, PESB must periodically review approved preparation 
programs to assess whether and to what extent the programs are meeting knowledge, skill, 
and performance standards, and publish the results of the review on its website.
 
Student Teacher Field Placement. Approved teacher preparation programs, including 
alternative route certification programs, must collaborate with school districts in their region 
to develop a plan describing field placement of student teachers. The plans must include 
consideration of targeting field placements to high-need subject areas and high-need 
geographic areas, and of certain criteria for student teacher mentors.
 
The plans and updates must be submitted to PESB by July 1st every even numbered year 
and PESB must post them on its website.

Summary of Bill:  PESB's ongoing review of fully approved teacher and principal 
preparation programs must include the following components as established by PESB:

program standards;•
educator role standards;•
evidence submitted by programs; and•
input from community constituents, prekindergarten partners, and K-12 partners, 
including classroom educators and district administrators.

•

 
Following a review using these components, PESB will determine a response to any areas 
of practice where the program's performance is out of alignment with the standards and 
requirements, notify the program of the response, and require the program to identify 
actions it will take to come into alignment.
 
PESB must regularly update the components of the ongoing program review to reflect the 
changing needs of the modern classroom.
 
Beginning January 1, 2027, the submission of student teacher field-placement plans to 
PESB will take place not less than once every three years on a schedule established by 
PESB.

SB 6278- 2 -Senate Bill Report



Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO: It's only fair to our teachers, students, and 
education system that the teachers that come into the system are prepared for the various 
things we require them to do. This bill is about making sure that we have oversight and 
circle of excellence so PESB can make sure things that are happening in the classroom are 
reflected in the training teachers receive.
 
OTHER: PESB is in alignment with the sponsor's intent to ensure strong teacher and 
principal preparation. Many of the components of the bill are already happening: PESB's 
program review already includes review of standards, submission of data, and community 
input. One notable change is the flexibility for field placement plan submission, which 
would allow PESB to align the submission timeline with each individual program's review 
schedule.

Persons Testifying:  PRO: Senator Lisa Wellman, Prime Sponsor.

OTHER: Anna Corinne Huffman, Professional Educator Standards Board (PESB).

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  No one.
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