SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6308

Asof January 27, 2026
Title: An act relating to authorizing the court to order certain conditions during child welfare
shelter care hearings to maintain the safety of children under age five who are placed in the

care, custody, or control of a parent, guardian, or legal custodian.

Brief Description: Authorizing the court to order certain conditions during child welfare shelter
care hearings.

Sponsors. Senators Wilson, C., Nobles and Saldaia.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Human Services. 1/28/26.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Permits the court to order that the parent, guardian, or legal custodian
comply with the conditions necessary to maintain the safety of the child
in the home if the court finds that there is reasonable cause to believe
these conditions are necessary to maintain the safety of the child, in a
Shelter Care hearing where the child is under the age of five at the time
the dependency petition isfiled.

 Directs the Department of Children, Youth, and Families to provide al
necessary referrals within seven days of the release being signed by the
parent, guardian, or legal custodian.

» Specifies the fact that the parent participated in prevention services,
safety planning, or conditions necessary to maintain the safety of the
child as ordered by the court at the Shelter Care Hearing may not be
construed as an admission of abuse or neglect.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Staff: Alison Mendiola (786-7488)

Background: Dependency Proceeding. Anyone, including the Department of Child,
Y outh, and Families (DCYF), may file a petition in court alleging that a child should be a
dependent of the state due to abandonment, abuse or neglect, or because there is no parent,
guardian, or custodian capable of adequately caring for the child. These petitions must be
verified and contain a statement of facts that constitute a dependency and the names and
residence of the parents, if known.

Child abuse or neglect means sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, female genital mutilation,
trafficking, sex trafficking or severe forms of trafficking in persons as defined in federal
law, or injury of achild by any person under circumstances which cause harm to the child's
health, welfare, or safety.

Shelter Care Hearing. When a child is taken into custody, or when the petitioner is seeking
the removal of a child from the child's parent, guardian, or legal custodian, the court is to
hold a Shelter Care Hearing within 72 hours. The primary purpose of the Shelter Care
Hearing is to determine whether the child can be immediately and safely returned home
while the dependency case is being resolved. The court must release a child to a parent at
the Shelter Care Hearing unless the court finds that removal of the child is necessary to
prevent imminent physical harm, including that which results from sexual abuse, sexual
exploitation, a high-potency synthetic opioid, or a pattern of severe neglect. The evidence
must show a casua relationship between the particular conditions in the home and
imminent physical harm to the child. The court must give great weight to the lethality of
high-potency synthetic opioids and public health guidance from the Department of Health
related to high-potency synthetic opioids when determining whether removal of the child is
necessary to prevent imminent physical harm due to child abuse or neglect.

Fact-Finding Hearing. A fact-finding hearing on a dependency petition is to be held 75
days after the petition is filed. At this hearing, it is determined whether the child is
dependent. A dependent child is one who:

* has been abandoned,;

* isabused or neglected by a person legally responsible for the care of the child;

* has no parent, guardian, or custodian capable of adequately caring for the child, such
that the child is in circumstances which constitute a danger of substantial damage to
the child's psychological or physical development;

* isreceiving extended foster care services; or

* isavictim of sex trafficking or severe forms of trafficking in persons as defined in
federal law, when the parent is involved in the trafficking, facilitating the trafficking,
or should have known that the child is being trafficked.

Summary of Bill: Conditions of the Court. If achild is under the age of five at the time the
dependency petition is filed and the court releases the child to the care, custody, and control
of a parent, guardian, or legal custodian, the court may order that the parent, guardian, or
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legal custodian comply with the conditions necessary to maintain the safety of the child in
the home if the court finds that there is reasonable cause to believe these conditions are
necessary to maintain the safety of the child. If these conditions involve the participation of
the parent, guardian, or legal custodian in a service or evaluation, the parent, guardian, or
legal custodian is to sign a release of information allowing DCYF to make a referral and
receive any related results. DCYF is to provide all necessary referrals within seven days of
therelease being signed. If DCYF fails to make atimely referral or access to services, these
conditions may not be used as a basis for removal, continued shelter care, or a finding of
dependency. The court may only order conditions that DCYF identifies as culturally
appropriate; reasonably available and accessible to the parent, guardian, or legal custodian.

Fact-Finding Hearing. The fact that the parent participated in prevention services, safety
planning, or conditions necessary to maintain the safety of the child as ordered by the court
at the Shelter Care hearing may not be construed as an admission of abuse or neglect.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Requested on January 25, 2026.
Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members. No.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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