Title 35 RCW
CITIES AND TOWNS

Chapters

35.01 Municipal corporations classified.

35.02 Incorporation proceedings.

35.06 Advancement of classification.

35.07 Disincorporation.

35.10 Consolidation and annexation of cities and towns.

35.13 Annexation of unincorporated areas.

35.13A Water or sewer districts—Assumption of Jjurisdiction.

35.16 Reduction of city limits.

35.17 Commission form of government.

35.18 Council-manager plan.

35.20 Municipal courts—Cities over four hundred thousand.

35.21 Miscellaneous provisions.

35.22 First-class cities.

35.23 Second-class cities.

35.27 Towns.

35.30 Unclassified cities.

35.31 Accident claims and funds.

35.32A Budgets in cities over three hundred thousand.

35.33 Budgets in second and third-class cities, towns, and
first-class cities under three hundred thousand.

35.34 Biennial budgets.

35.36 Execution of bonds by proxy—First-class cities.

35.37 Fiscal—Cities under twenty thousand and cities other than
first class—Bonds.

35.38 Fiscal—Depositaries.

35.39 Fiscal—Investment of funds.

35.40 Fiscal—Validation and funding of debts.

35.41 Fiscal—Municipal revenue bond act.

35.42 Leases.

35.43 Local improvements—Authority—Initiation of proceedings.

35.44 Local improvements—Assessments and reassessments.

35.45 Local improvements—Bonds and warrants.

35.47 Local improvements—Procedure for cancellation of nonguaranteed
bonds.

35.48 Local improvements—Nonguaranteed bonds.

35.49 Local improvements—Collection of assessments.

35.50 Local improvements—Foreclosure of assessments.

35.51 Local improvements—Classification of property—Reserve funds.

35.53 Local improvements—Disposition of property acquired.

35.54 Local improvements—Guaranty funds.

35.55 Local improvements—Filling lowlands.

35.56 Local improvements—Filling and draining lowlands—Waterways.

35.57 Public facilities districts.

35.58 Metropolitan municipal corporations.

35.59 Multi-purpose community centers.

35.60 World fairs or expositions—Participation by municipalities.

35.61 Metropolitan park districts.

35.62 Name—Change of.

35.63 Planning commissions.

35.64 Z00s and aquariums.
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Police matrons.
Sewerage systems—Refuse collection and disposal.

Sidewalks, gutters, curbs, and driveways—All cities and towns.

Sidewalks—Construction, reconstruction in first and
second-class cities.

Sidewalks—Construction in second-class cities and towns.

Pedestrian malls.

Contracts for street, road, and highway projects.

Street grades—Sanitary fills.

Streets—Drawbridges.

Streets—Bicycles—Paths.

Streets—Budget and accounting.

Streets—Planning, establishment, construction, and
maintenance.

Streets—Classification and design standards.

Streets—Vacation.

Unfit dwellings, buildings, and structures.

Condemnation of blighted property.

Community renewal law.

Housing authorities law.

Housing cooperation law.

Utility and other services beyond city limits.

Viaducts, elevated roadways, tunnels and subways.

Off-street parking facilities.

Off-street parking—Parking commissions.

Parking and business improvement areas.

Water pollution—Protection from.

Water redemption bonds.

Municipal business licensing.

Municipal water and sewer facilities act.

Municipal utilities.

Sale or lease of municipal utilities.

Public transportation systems in municipalities.

City transportation authority—Monorail transportation.

Electric and communication facilities—Conversion to
underground.

Heating systems.

Construction.

Telecommunications, cable television service—Use of
right-of-way.

Downtown and neighborhood commercial districts.

Tourism promotion areas.

Municipal business and occupation tax.

Fire departments—Performance measures.

Health sciences and services authorities.

Crime-free rental housing.

Commercial office space development.

Passenger-only ferry service.

Acquisition of
open space, etc., land or rights to future development by

counties, cities or metropolitan municipal corporations,
tax levy: RCW 84.34.200 through 84.34.240, 84.52.010.

property for state highway purposes: RCW 47.12.040.
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real or personal property, executory conditional sales
contracts for: RCW 39.30.010.

Actions against
public corporations: RCW 4.08.120.
state: Chapter 4.92 RCW.

Actions by in corporate name: RCW 4.08.110.

Adjoining state, eminent domain for watershed: RCW 8.28.050.
Affordable housing developments: Chapter 36.130 RCW.

Airport zoning: Chapter 14.12 RCW.

Airports, generally: Chapters 14.07, 14.08 RCW.

Alcoholism, private establishments and institutions, prescription of
standards: RCW 71.12.550.

Armories, powers concerning: RCW 36.64.050, 38.20.020.
Assessments and charges against state lands: Chapter 79.44 RCW.
Assessor's plats: Chapter 58.18 RCW.

Associations of municipal corporations or municipal officers to
furnish information to legislature and governor: RCW 44.04.170.

Auditing false claim, penalty: RCW 42.20.060.
Bankruptcy readjustment and relief from debts: Chapter 39.64 RCW.

Blind made products, purchase of by cities and towns authorized: RCW
19.06.020.

Board of eminent domain commissioners, appointment of: RCW 8.12.260.

Bonds

airports: RCW 14.08.112.

declaratory judgments: Chapter 7.25 RCW.

eminent domain by cities: Chapter 8.12 RCW.

form, terms, maturity: Chapter 39.44 RCW.

industrial development: Chapter 39.84 RCW.

mutual savings banks, authorized investment for: RCW
32.20.070, 32.20.090, 32.20.100.

refunding of: Chapter 39.53 RCW.

savings and loan associations, authorized investment: RCW
33.24.060, 33.24.070.

statewide city employees' retirement system funds,
investment in: RCW 41.44.100.

United States, sale of bonds to at private sale: Chapter
39.48 RCW.

utility or waterworks, refunding with general obligation
funding bonds: Chapter 39.53 RCW.

Boundaries and plats: Title 58 RCW.
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Boundary review board, extension of water and sewer service beyond
corporate boundaries to go before: RCW 36.93.090.

Bribery of public officer: State Constitution Art. 2 s 30.

Bridges
as part of state highway system: Chapter 47.24 RCW.
eminent domain for: RCW 8.12.030.

Buildings
earthquake standards for construction: Chapter 70.86 RCW.
newly constructed, appraisal by assessor: RCW 36.21.070 and
36.21.080.

Burial of dead, authority to provide for: RCW 68.52.030.

Camping resort contracts—Nonapplicability of certain laws to—Club not
subdivision except under city, county powers: RCW 19.105.510.

Cemeteries: Title 68 RCW.

Charters
alternative propositions, submission of: State Constitution
Art. 11 s 10 (Amendment 40).
amendment by special law prohibited: State Constitution Art.
2 s 28(8).
power of certain cities to frame, procedure: State
Constitution Art. 11 s 10 (Amendment 40).

City and town treasurers' duties under Washington Clean Air Act: RCW
70A.15.1610.

City attorney
eminent domain by cities, military purposes, for, duties:
RCw 8.04.170, 8.04.180.
food, drug and cosmetic act violations, prosecution by: RCW
69.04.160.

City council, unincorporated towns on United States land, powers of
review: RCW 58.28.520.

City engineer, tidelands and shorelands, records of plats filed with:
RCw 79.125.040.

City halls, jointly with county courthouses: RCW 36.64.010 through
36.64.040.

City treasurer

bonds, compensation payment in eminent domain proceedings,
liability on: RCW 8.12.500.

cemetery improvement funds, deposit with: RCW 68.52.050.

cities of first class, employees' retirement fund custodian:
RCw 41.28.080.

city street fund, notice of illegal use: RCW 47.08.100.

firefighters' pension board member: RCW 41.16.020.

misappropriation of funds: RCW 42.20.090.
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moneys to be deposited with treasurer: State Constitution
Art. 11 s 15.

motor vehicle funds, distribution to: RCW 46.68.080.

police relief and pension board member: RCW 41.20.010.

use of money by official: State Constitution Art. 11 s 14.

Civil service, generally: Title 41 RCW.

Claims
auditing and paying false claim, penalty: RCW 42.20.060.
contracts and liabilities incurred in violation of
indebtedness limitations are void: RCW 39.36.040.

Classification by population: State Constitution Art. 11 s 10
(Amendment 40).

Clerks

city streets as part of state highway system certified to
clerk: RCW 47.24.010.

firefighters' pension board member: RCW 41.16.020.

ordinances recorded by: RCW 5.44.080.

police relief and pension board of trustees member: RCW
41.20.010.

volunteer firefighters' relief and pension board of
trustees, member of: RCW 41.24.060.

Code of ethics for
municipal officers—Contract interests: Chapter 42.23 RCW.
public officers and employees: Chapter 42.52 RCW.

Commission form, nonpartisan primaries: Chapter 29A.52 RCW.
Community facilities districts: Chapter 36.145 RCW.

Comptroller
first-class cities retirement system, duties of: RCW
41.28.040, 41.28.080.
member firefighters' relief and pension boards: RCW
41.16.020, 41.16.040.
member volunteer firefighters' board of trustees: RCW
41.24.060, 41.24.070.

Conditional sales contracts for purchase of real or personal property:
RCW 39.30.010.

Continuity of government in event of enemy attack, succession to
office of executive heads: RCW 42.14.050.

Contractors' registration, exemption from: RCW 18.27.090(1).

Contracts
for purchase of real or personal property: RCW 39.30.010.
indebtedness limitations, contracts made in violation of,
void: RCW 39.36.040.
joint city halls with county courthouses: RCW 36.64.010
through 36.64.040.
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parks and recreation cooperation: RCW 67.20.020.
Conveyance of real property by public bodies—Recording: RCW 65.08.095.

Corporate stock or bonds not to be owned by: State Constitution Art. 8
s 7.

Corporation counsel, eminent domain by cities, military purposes, for:
RCw 8.04.170, 8.04.180.

Counties, city harbor in two counties, effect upon assessments: RCW
36.08.030.

County highways, open spaces in cities and towns: Chapter 36.89 RCW.

County property, transfer to municipality, approval necessary: RCW
36.34.280.

County roads and bridges, assistance in finances: RCW 36.76.110.

County sewerage, water and drainage systems, authority, procedure:
Chapter 36.94 RCW.

Courthouses, jointly with city halls: RCW 36.64.010 through 36.64.040.
Creation by special act prohibited: State Constitution Art. 2 s 28(8).
Credit card use by local governments: RCW 43.09.2855.
Credit not to be loaned: State Constitution Art. 8 s 7.
Crimes

civil rights, denial by: RCwW 9.91.010.

gambling: Chapters 9.46, 9.47 RCW.

Dams, ditches, etc., restrictions for purpose of fish conservation:
Chapter 77.55 RCW.

Diking and drainage districts: Chapters 85.05, 86.09 RCW.
Drainage districts, inclusion within: RCW 85.06.230.
Earthquake standards for construction: Chapter 70.86 RCW.

Elective officers, recall: State Constitution Art. 1 ss 33, 34
(Amendment 8), chapter 29A.56 RCW.

Electors, qualifications of: State Constitution Art. 6 s 1 (Amendment
63).

Electric
energy, falling waters—Sale or purchase authorized: RCW
43.52.410.

franchises and rights-of-way: Chapter 80.32 RCW.
revenue bonds, mutual savings banks, investment in: RCW
32.20.070, 32.20.100.
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Electrical

apparatus use and construction rules, violation of, penalty:
RCW 19.29.050.

installations, requirements and inspection: Chapter 19.28
RCI.

utilities, franchises for electrical utilities on streets:
RCwW 80.32.010.

Electricity, steam generation: RCW 43.21A.610 through 43.21A.642.
Elevators, lifting devices, and moving walks: Chapter 70.87 RCW.
Emergency vehicle, authorized, defined: RCW 46.04.040.

Eminent domain

bridges, for: RCW 8.12.030, 47.24.030.

generally: State Constitution Art. 1 s 16 (Amendment 9),
Title 8 RCW.

limited access streets, acquisition of land, by: RCW
47.52.050.

state lands: RCw 8.12.030, 8.12.080, 79.10.070.

streets and highways, wharves and bridges for state highway
purposes: RCW 47.24.030.

watersheds, state land: RCW 79.10.070.

Fees, special permits for motor vehicle oversize or overweight
movement, fees paid to cities and towns, when: RCW 46.44.096.

Ferries, joint acquisition with counties: RCW 36.54.020.
Financing procedures, validation: Chapter 39.90 RCW.

Fines
payment into police relief and pension fund: RCW 41.20.130.
superior court jurisdiction to determine legality of: RCW
2.08.010.

supreme court jurisdiction to determine legality of: RCW
2.04.010.

Fire department vehicles, lighting, plates: RCW 46.37.184 through
46.37.188 and 46.37.190.

Firefighters
chief as member of volunteer firefighters' relief and
pension board of trustees: RCW 41.24.060.
civil service, qualifications of applicants for positions:
RCW 41.08.070.
jury duty, exemption from: RCW 2.36.080.
militia duty, exemption: RCW 38.44.030.

Firefighters' retirement and pension acts: Chapters 41.16, 41.18,
41.24 RCW.

Fire prevention, areas withdrawn from fire protection and emergency
medical districts: RCW 52.08.035.

Fire protection districts
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annexed to or incorporated into city or town, firefighters'
retirement and job security rights protected: RCW
41.16.250.

joint operation: RCW 52.08.035.

withdrawal from: RCW 52.08.025.

Fireworks, permit for: RCwW 70.77.260.

First-class cities

elections, names of candidates, order on ballots: RCW
29A.52.210.

elections, nonpartisan primaries: Chapter 29A.52 RCW.

harbor improvements, joint planning authorized: RCW
88.32.240, 88.32.250.

public health pooling fund: Chapter 70.12 RCW.

retirement and pensions: Chapter 41.28 RCW.

taxes, collection by county treasurer: RCW 36.29.100,
36.29.110.

Flood control

benefits, liability for: RCW 86.09.529.

maintenance, state participation in: Chapter 86.26 RCW.
Food and beverage workers' permits: Chapter 69.06 RCW.
Fourth-class cities (see Towns, chapter 35.27 RCW).

Franchises and privileges

bridges jointly owned or operated with state: RCW 47.44.040.

electric franchises and rights-of-way on city streets: RCW
80.32.010.

Fresh pursuit, uniform act: Chapter 10.89 RCW.

Funds

assessment fund for compensation of eminent domain damages
by city to be kept separate: RCW 8.12.480.

city street fund, established, use: RCW 47.24.040.

city street fund, illegal use of, procedure to correct: RCW
47.08.100.

current expense, sale of unclaimed property: RCW 63.32.030.

general, justice and inferior courts act of 1961, bail
forfeitures paid into: RCW 3.30.090.

general, police officers' relief and pension fund, surplus
paid into general fund: RCW 41.20.140.

motor vehicle fund, purposes authorized for use: RCW

36.82.070.

police pension, surplus funds to general fund: RCW
41.20.140.

police pension fund, sale of unclaimed property: RCW
63.32.030.

public health pooling fund, generally: Chapter 70.12 RCW.

statewide city employees' retirement fund: RCW 41.44.100.

street, county road and bridge violations, fines paid into:
RCW 36.82.210.

street, directional signs, paid from: RCW 47.36.040.

Certified on 12/12/2024 Title 35 RCW

Page 8



Gambling activities, cities or towns, as affecting: Chapter 9.46 RCW.
Garbage, eminent domain by cities for garbage dumps: RCW 8.12.030.
Grand jury, inquiry as to misconduct: RCW 10.27.100.

Harbor areas lying in two or more counties, transfer of territory:
Chapter 36.08 RCW.

Harbor improvements, joint planning for by first-class cities and
counties: RCW 88.32.240, 88.32.250.

Harbor line commission and restraint on disposition: State
Constitution Art. 15 s 1 (Amendment 15).

Health departments
generally: Chapters 70.05 and 70.08 RCW.
individuals with mental illness: Chapter 43.20A RCW.
vital statistics: Chapter 70.58A RCW.

Health districts: Chapter 70.46 RCW.
Hearses, authority to provide: RCW 68.52.030.

Highway advertising control act of 1961 restricts placing of signs by:
Chapter 47.42 RCW.

Highway funds, allocation of: State Constitution Art. 2 s 40
(Amendment 18).

Highways

abandoned, transfer to city or town: RCW 36.75.090.

franchises: Chapter 47.44 RCW.

return of street to city or town: RCW 47.24.010.

roads or streets, cooperative agreements to benefit: RCW
47.28.140.

sale, lease or gift of municipally owned land to state for,
without bids: RCW 47.12.040.

vertical clearances over: RCW 46.44.020.

Historical materials, expenditure of funds for preservation and
exhibition of authorized: RCW 27.48.010.

Hospitalization and medical aid for public employees and dependents,
premiums, governmental contributions authorized: RCW 41.04.180,
41.04.190.

Hospitals
eminent domain for: RCW 8.12.030.
for individuals with mental illness, private establishments,
prescription of standards: RCwW 71.12.550.
joint operation with counties: RCW 36.62.030, 36.62.110.

Incorporation
fire protection districts, effect upon: RCW 52.08.021,
52.08.035.
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general laws, must be under: State Constitution Art. 11 s 10
(Amendment 40).

Indebtedness

bankruptcy readjustment and relief from debts: Chapter 39.64
RCW.

computation of: RCW 39.36.030.

eminent domain, contracting indebtedness to pay compensation
for, reimbursement from local assessments: RCW 8.12.250.

limitations upon: State Constitution Art. 7 s 2 (Amendments
55, 59), Art. 8 s 6 (Amendment 27), chapter 39.36 RCW, RCW
39.52.020, 84.52.050.

Industrial development revenue bonds: Chapter 39.84 RCW.

Insurance companies, excise or privilege taxes, state preemption: RCW
48.14.020(5) .

Intergovernmental disposition of property: Chapter 39.33 RCW.
Investment
by mutual savings banks in bonds and warrants of: RCW
32.20.070, 32.20.120.
by savings and loan associations in bonds or warrants of:
RCW 33.24.050.
of municipal funds in savings and loan associations by
county or other municipal corporation treasurer
authorized: RCW 36.29.020.
of funds in federal agency bonds: Chapter 39.60 RCW.
Jails
city and county jails act: Chapter 70.48 RCW.
eminent domain for: RCW 8.12.030.
working of prisoners permitted: RCW 9.92.130.
Joint governmental activities: Chapter 36.64 RCW.
Joint operating agencies for electric power: Chapter 43.52 RCW.

Joint operations by municipal corporations, deposit and control of
funds: RCW 43.09.285.

Judgment against local governmental entity, enforcement: RCW 6.17.080.

Judicial officers, inferior, powers: RCW 2.28.090.

Labor relations consultants: RCW 43.09.230.

Legal publications: Chapter 65.16 RCW.

Libraries, conditional sales contracts by cities and towns for
purchase of property for libraries authorized, vote required if
exceeds indebtedness: RCW 39.30.010.

Library service, contracts for authorized: RCwW 27.12.180.

Library trustees, removal of: RCwW 27.12.190.
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Licenses, exemptions: RCW 36.71.090.

Liens for
employees for contributions to benefit plans: Chapter 60.76
RCI.
labor and materials on public works: Chapter 60.28 RCW.

Limitation of actions, application of statute of limitations to
actions by: RCW 4.16.160.

Limitation on tax levies: State Constitution Art. 7 s 2 (Amendments
55, 59), RCw 84.52.050.

Local adopt-a-highway programs: RCW 47.40.105.
Lost and found property: Chapter 63.21 RCW.
Markets and marketing, eminent domain by cities for: RCW 8.12.030.

Material removed for channel or harbor improvement, or flood control—
Use for public purpose: RCW 79.140.110.

Mayor

agent to receive summons: RCW 4.28.080.

bonds, signing of: RCW 39.52.020.

cemetery board, appointment by: RCW 68.52.045.

cemetery improvement fund, indorsement by of payments from:
RCW 68.52.050.

district court districting committee: RCW 3.38.010.

firefighters' pension board, member of: RCW 41.16.020.

issuance of search warrant by for violation of cigarette
tax: RCW 82.24.190.

notification to of illegal use of city road funds: RCW
47.08.100.

police relief and pension board of trustees, member of: RCW
41.20.010.

public works contractor's bond, liability of mayor for
failure to take: RCW 39.08.015.

state limited access facility through city or town, board of
review to review plan, mayor to appoint members of: RCW
47.52.150.

volunteer firefighters' relief and pension board member: RCW
41.24.060.

Meetings of governmental bodies, open to public: Chapter 42.30 RCW.

Mental health services—Interstate contracts by cities in boundary
counties: RCW 71.28.010.

Militia and military affairs, eminent domain for military purposes:
RCw 8.04.170, 8.04.180.

Minutes of governmental bodies, open to public: RCW 42.30.035.

Misconduct of public officers: Chapter 42.20 RCW.
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Motor vehicle fund, allocation of and distribution: RCW 46.68.110.
Motor vehicle inspection by: Chapter 46.32 RCW.

Motor vehicles, special permits for oversize or overweight movements,
collection of fees: RCW 46.44.096.

Municipal courts
authorization, establishment, generally: Chapter 3.50 RCW.
jurisdiction: State Constitution Art. 4 ss 4, 6 (Amendment
28) .
legislature may provide: State Constitution Art. 4 s 1.
traffic school for offenders, court may compel attendance:
RCW 46.83.050.

Municipalities—Energy audits and efficiency: RCW 43.19.691.

Nuisances
powder magazine nearby 1s public nuisance, when: RCW
7.48.140.

public: Chapter 9.66 RCW.

Officers and employees

actions against, venue: RCW 4.12.020(2).

code of ethics—Contracts: Chapter 42.23 RCW.

code of ethics—State agencies and legislative employees:
Chapter 42.52 RCW.

continuity of government in event of enemy attack,
succession: RCW 42.14.050.

eligibility to hold office: RCW 42.04.020.

hospitalization and medical aid for employees and
dependents: RCW 41.04.180, 41.04.190.

hours of labor: Chapter 49.28 RCW.

jury duty, exemption from: RCW 2.36.080.

military leave: RCW 38.40.060.

minimum wage: RCW 49.46.010(3).

misconduct, penalty: Chapter 42.20 RCW.

public moneys deposited with treasurer: State Constitution
Art. 11 s 15.

salaries, not be changed during term: State Constitution
Art. 11 s 8 (Amendment 57).

term not to be extended: State Constitution Art. 11 s 8
(Amendment 57).

use of public money by, felony: State Constitution Art. 11 s
14.

vacancies: Chapter 42.12 RCW.

Official bonds

payment of premiums: RCW 48.28.040.

security to city or town: Chapter 42.08 RCW.
0ld age and survivors' insurance: Chapters 41.47, 41.48 RCW.
Ordinances

adoption at public meetings: RCW 42.30.060.
air pollution control: Chapter 70A.15 RCW.
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airport joint operation: RCW 14.08.200(8).

combined city-county health department, establishment: RCW
70.08.010.

contractor's bond: RCW 39.08.030.

declaratory judgment as to: Chapter 7.24 RCW.

electrical installations: RCwW 19.28.010, 19.28.141.

eminent domain, authority to acquire recreational facilities
by: RCW 67.20.010.

eminent domain, ordinance to provide methods of payment of
compensation: RCW 8.12.040.

evidence, admissible as, when: RCW 5.44.080.

industrial insurance, benefits to injured employees under:
RCwW 51.12.050.

liquor control, power of municipalities to adopt police
regulations: RCW 66.08.120.

minimum wage law supplementary to: RCW 49.46.120.

payment of lower wages than obligated, penalty: RCW
49.52.050.

plots resurvey authorized and regulation of: RCW 58.10.030,
58.10.040.

port district regulations, adoption: RCW 53.08.220.

recording as evidence of passage: RCW 5.44.080.

statewide city employees' retirement, election to join by:
RCW 41.44.050, 41.44.090.

water distribution system, city may accept conveyance of and
agree to maintain by: RCW 57.08.040.

Organization under general laws required: State Constitution Art. 11 s
10 (Amendment 40).

Outdoor recreation land acquisition or Iimprovement under marine
recreation land act: Chapter 79A.25 RCW.

Parks and recreation

authority to acquire and operate: RCwW 67.20.010.

conditional sales contracts by cities and towns for purchase
of property for parks authorized, vote required if exceeds
indebtedness: RCW 39.30.010.

districts: Chapter 36.69 RCW.

eminent domain by cities for: RCW 8.12.030.

state tidelands and shorelands: RCw 79.125.710, 79.125.720.

Peddlers' and hawkers' licenses: Chapter 36.71 RCW.

Planning commissions
airport zoning commission, appointment as: RCW 14.12.070(2).
cemeteries, establishment or extension recommendations
concerning: RCW 68.20.080.

Plats and boundaries: Title 58 RCW.

Police
civil service, qualifications of applicants for positions:
RCW 41.12.070.
enforcement of traffic laws or regulations: Chapter 46.64
RCWI.
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health regulations by state board of health, duty to
enforce, penalty: RCW 43.20.050.

jury duty, exempt from: RCW 2.36.080.

limited highway access facilities, concurrent jurisdiction:
RCW 47.52.200.

militia, exemption from service: RCW 38.44.030.

motor vehicle accident reports: RCW 46.52.070.

motor vehicle dealer's license application, police chief to
certify: RCW 46.70.041.

pawnbroker reports to: RCW 19.60.040.

regulations to be enforced: State Constitution Art. 11 s 11.

retirement and pensions, first-class cities: Chapter 41.20
RCI.

retirement and pensions, statewide city employees'
retirement system: Chapter 41.44 RCW.

secondhand dealers reports to: RCW 19.60.040.

unclaimed property: Chapter 63.32 RCW.

vehicle wreckers' records, inspection by: RCW 46.80.080,
46.80.150.

Pollution control
eminent domain by cities for: RCW 8.12.030.
municipal bonding authority: Chapter 70A.210 RCW.
Population determination, generally: Chapter 43.62 RCW.

Port district must submit park or recreational plans to municipal park
agency: RCW 53.08.270.

Port district regulations, adoption as city ordinance: RCW 53.08.220.

Powers of county commissioners to alter boundaries inapplicable where
boundary review board created: RCW 36.93.220.

Prepayment of taxes and assessments: RCW 35.21.650.
Printing: RCW 43.19.748 through 43.19.757.
Prisons (see Jails).

Property
forestlands, conveying to state for forestry purposes: RCW
79.10.040.
intergovernmental disposition of: RCW 39.33.010.
sale, exchange, or lease to state or political subdivision
authorized: RCW 39.33.010.
state highway purposes, acquisition for: RCW 47.12.040.

Public buildings, provision to be made for use by aged and individuals
with disabilities: Chapter 70.92 RCW.

Public contracts and indebtedness, generally: Title 39 RCW.
Public employment

civil service and retirement rights preserved when elective
office assumed: RCW 41.04.120.
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wage deduction for charitable contributions: RCW 41.04.035,
41.04.036.

Public funds, private use prohibited: State Constitution Art. 11 s 14.
Public health pooling fund: Chapter 70.12 RCW.

Public lands, assessment against: Chapter 79.44 RCW.

Public markets, eminent domain by cities for: RCwW 8.12.030.

Public utility districts
restrictions on use of power facilities: RCW 54.04.040.
tax on revenue: RCW 54.28.070.

Public works, liens for labor and materials performed: Chapter 60.28
RCWI.

Purchases
authority to acquire and operate certain recreational
facilities and camps: Chapter 67.20 RCW.
conditional sales contracts for purchase of real or personal
property: RCW 39.30.010.
preferential, exceptions: RCW 19.06.020, 43.19.748 through
43.19.757.

Railroad
crossings, signals and devices, allocations of funds to
defray costs of: RCw 81.53.271 through 81.53.275,
81.53.281.
industrial crossing, inspection, not applicable within
limits of first-class cities: RCW 81.54.040.

Railways, street: Chapter 81.64 RCW.

Recall of elective officers: State Constitution Art. 1 ss 33, 34
(Amendment 8), chapter 29A.56 RCW.

Reclamation districts: Chapter 89.30 RCW.

Records
destruction of, procedure for: RCW 40.14.070.
historical records, transfer to depository agency, procedure
for: RCwW 40.14.070.

Redistricting by local governments and municipal corporations—Census
information for—Plan, prepared when, criteria for, hearing on,
request for review of, certification, remand—Sanctions when review
request frivolous: RCW 29A.76.010.

Referendum, electric utility transmission line construction and
maintenance franchise: RCW 80.32.040.

Reincorporation, under general laws permitted to cities under special
charter: State Constitution Art. 11 s 10 (Amendment 40).
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River and harbor improvement districts, planning: RCW 88.32.240.
Sanitary regulations may be enforced: State Constitution Art. 11 s 11.
Sanitation, secretary of health, assistance: RCwW 70.54.040.

School districts, educational service districts, agreements with other
governmental entities for transportation of students or the public,
or for other noncommon school purposes—Limitations: RCW
28A.160.120.

Second-class cities
elections, nonpartisan primaries: Chapter 29A.52 RCW.
eminent domain by cities, construction of chapter as to
second-class cities: RCW 8.12.560.

Senior citizens programs—Authorization to establish and administer:
RCW 36.39.060.

Service of summons on, personal service: RCW 4.28.080(2).

Sewer and water revenue bonds, mutual savings banks, investment in:
RCW 32.20.070, 32.20.100.

Sewerage improvement districts: Title 85 RCW.

Sewerage systems
eminent domain by cities for: RCW 8.12.030.
plans, submission to department of ecology: RCW 90.48.110.
public nuisances concerning: RCW 7.48.140(2).

Sexually transmitted disease, treatment and control: Chapter 70.24
RCW.

Shorelands
generally: Title 79 RCW, chapter 90.58 RCW.
parks or playgrounds, application, grantor exchange: RCW
79.125.710, 79.125.720.

Soil and water conservation districts: Chapter 89.08 RCW.

Solid waste collection company provisions do not apply to: RCW
81.77.020.

Statewide city employees' retirement: Chapter 41.44 RCW.

Streets and alleys

abandoned state highways as: RCW 36.75.090.

abandonment, waters backed over: RCW 90.28.020.

aid in construction or maintenance of by state or county,
procedure: RCW 47.24.050.

as extension of county road, shared maintenance: RCW
36.75.205.

as state highways, jurisdiction, maintenance and control:
RCW 47.24.020.
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closure or restrictions on traffic authorized: Chapter 47.48
RCWI.

collection and removal of glass containers: RCW 47.40.090.

construction and maintenance aid by state or county,
procedure: RCW 47.24.050.

county bridges across: RCW 36.75.200.

county may aid in construction and maintenance of: RCW
47.24.050.

dedication of county land for: RCW 36.34.290, 36.34.300.

dedication upon replat: RCW 79.125.090.

defined, motor vehicle law: RCW 46.04.120.

defined, state highway law: RCW 47.04.010(7).

eminent domain, for: RCW 8.12.030.

franchise rights on limited access facility and when joint
governmental facility: RCwW 47.52.090.

lighting systems, water-sewer district powers in regard to:
RCW 57.08.060.

limited access facilities, generally: Chapter 47.52 RCW.

obstructing is nuisance: RCW 7.48.120.

obstructing or interfering with, public nuisance, penalty:
RCW 9.66.010.

state highways as, franchises across bridges jointly owned
and operated: RCW 47.44.040.

state highways as, generally: Chapter 47.24 RCW.

state land, easement or right-of-way over for city streets:
RCW 79.36.440.

street materials, sale of material to cities and towns from
public lands, disposition of proceeds: RCW 79.15.320.

telecommunications companies' use of rights-of-way: RCW
80.36.040.

tidelands and shorelands platting, dedication to public use:
RCwW 79.120.010.

traffic control devices for, generally: Chapters 46.61,
47.36 RCW.

vacation of by replat: RCW 79.125.420, 79.125.110.

Tax lien, acquisition by governmental unit of property subject to: RCW
84.60.050, 84.60.070.

Tax liens, priority of: RCW 84.60.010.

Taxation
collection by county treasurer: Chapter 36.29 RCW.
electricity, sale of by public utility districts: RCW
54.28.070.
excess levies authorized, when, procedure: RCW 84.52.052.
firefighters' pension fund, property tax for: RCW 41.16.060.
insurance companies, state preemption: RCW 48.14.020(5).
power of: State Constitution Art. 11 s 12.
preemption, excise taxes: RCW 82.02.020.
property tax
authorized to assess and collect general: State
Constitution Art. 7 s 9.
limitation on levies: State Constitution Art. 7 s 2
(Amendments 55, 59), RCW 84.52.050.
local taxes not to be imposed by legislature: State
Constitution Art. 11 s 12.

Certified on 12/12/2024 Title 35 RCW Page 17



power to assess and collect rests in city: State
Constitution Art. 11 s 1Z2.
uniformity in respect to persons and property required:
State Constitution Art. 7 s 9.
public utility district's gross revenue: RCW 54.28.070.
refunding bonds, tax levy to meet payments and interest: RCW
39.52.035.
sales and use taxes: Chapter 82.14 RCW.

Taxing district relief act: Chapter 39.64 RCW.

Teletypewriter communications network, connection with, participation
in: RCW 43.89.030.

Tidelands
eminent domain, drainage: RCW 8.12.030.
extension of streets over: State Constitution Art. 15 s 3.
ownership of: State Constitution Art. 17 ss 1, 2.
rentals, receipt by: RCw 79.115.150.
sale of, authority to sell to cities and towns: RCW
79.125.700.

Toll facilities, contributions by cities and towns for authorized,
financing, reimbursement: RCW 47.56.250.

Towns

actions against: RCW 4.08.120.

actions by in corporate name: RCW 4.08.110.

charter, amendment of by special act, prohibited: State
Constitution Art. 2 s 28(8).

corporate stock or bonds not to be owned by: State
Constitution Art. 8 s 7.

credit not to be loaned, exception: State Constitution Art.
8 s 7.

indebtedness: State Constitution Art. 8 s 6 (Amendment 27).

limitation upon actions by: RCW 4.16.160.

moneys, deposited with treasurer: State Constitution Art. 11
s 15.

moneys, use of, by official, a felony: State Constitution
Art. 11 s 14.

officers, salaries of, not to be changed during term: State
Constitution Art. 11 s 8.

officers, vacancies, not to be extended: State Constitution
Art. 11 s 8.

organization under general laws required: State Constitution
Art. 11 s 10 (Amendment 40).

plats, regulation of surveys and plats: RCW 58.10.040.

plats, resurvey and correction of: RCW 58.10.030.

police department, control and direction of: State
Constitution Art. 11 s 11.

sanitary regulations may be enforced: State Constitution
Art. 11 s 11.

service of summons on, personal service: RCW 4.28.080(2).

taxation, power of: State Constitution Art. 11 s 12.
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Trade centers—Annual service fee—Distribution to cities: RCW
53.29.030.

Traffic schools: Chapter 46.83 RCW.
Transportation centers authorized: Chapter 81.75 RCW.

Transportation systems exempt from motor freight carrier law: RCW
81.80.040(1) (d) .

Trees, plants, shrubs or vegetation, duty to disinfect or destroy: RCW
15.08.230.

Trusts for employee benefits: Chapter 49.64 RCW.
Unclaimed property in hands of city police: Chapter 63.32 RCW.

Uniform state standard of traffic devices, copy of to be furnished to:
RCwW 47.36.030.

Urban arterials, planning, construction, funds, bond issue, etc.:
Chapter 47.26 RCW.

Utility poles, attachment of objects to, penalty: RCW 70.54.090.
Vacancies in public office, causes, how filled: Chapter 42.12 RCW.

Vehicle wreckers' regulation by, to conform with chapter 46.80 RCW:
RCW 46.80.160.

Venue of actions against public officers: RCW 4.12.020(2).

Veterans' organizations, providing of meeting places for: RCW
73.04.070.

Veterans preference in public employment, reemployment: Chapter 73.16
RCW.

Warrants
interest rate: RCW 39.56.020.
rate fixed by issuing officer: RCW 39.56.030.

Washington clean air act: Chapter 70A.15 RCW.

Water distribution systems, conveyance by water districts: Chapter
57.08 RCW.

Water-sewer districts
boundaries identical with, dissolution procedure: RCW
57.04.110.
inclusion within boundaries: RCW 57.04.020.
labor and materials: RCwW 57.08.050.

Water pollution

depositing unwholesome matter in waters, public nuisance,
penalty: RCW 9.66.050.
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public utility districts, powers in regard to: RCW
54.16.050.

shellfish sanitation control, pollution laws and rules and
regulations applied to: RCW 69.30.130.

water supply, eminent domain by cities to prevent: RCW
8.12.030.

water supply, generally: RCW 70.54.010.
watersheds in adjoining state: RCwW 70.54.030.

Water recreation facilities: Chapter 70.90 RCW.

Water revenue bonds, mutual savings banks, investment in: RCW
32.20.070, 32.20.100.

Water systems, bonds, refunding: Chapter 39.52 RCW.

Watercourses and waterways
city streets, improvement of slopes: RCW 79.120.030.
vacation of, grounds for, procedure: RCW 79.120.060.

Watersheds
eminent domain for: RCwW 8.12.030, 8.28.050.
state land, condemnation or purchase by city or town
permitted: RCW 79.10.070.

Weeds, duty to destroy, extermination areas: RCW 17.04.160.
Weights and measures, city sealer: RCwW 19.94.280.
Wharves and landings

as part of state highway system: Chapter 47.24 RCW.
authorization of private construction: RCW 88.24.030.
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Chapter 35.01 RCW
MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS CLASSIFIED

Sections

35.01.010 First-class city.
35.01.020 Second-class city.
35.01.040 Town.

Combined city and county municipal corporations: State Constitution
Art. 11 s 16 (Amendment 58).

Determining population
generally: Chapter 43.62 RCW.
of annexed territory: RCW 35.13.260.

First-class cities, generally: Chapter 35.22 RCW.
Metropolitan municipal corporations: Chapter 35.58 RCW.
Second-class cities, generally: Chapter 35.23 RCW.

Towns, generally: Chapter 35.27 RCW.

RCW 35.01.010 First-class city. A first-class city is a city
with a population of ten thousand or more at the time of its
organization or reorganization that has a charter adopted under
Article XI, section 10, of the state Constitution. [1994 ¢ 81 s 3;
1965 ¢ 7 s 35.01.010. Prior: 1955 ¢ 319 s 2; prior: (i) 1890 p 140 s
11, part; RRS s 8932, part. (ii) 1907 c 248 s 1, part; 1890 p 140 s
12, part; RRS s 8933, part.]

RCW 35.01.020 Second-class city. A second-class city is a city
with a population of fifteen hundred or more at the time of its
organization or reorganization that does not have a charter adopted
under Article XI, section 10, of the state Constitution, and does not
operate under Title 35A RCW. [1997 ¢ 361 s 9; 1994 ¢ 81 s 4; 1965 ¢ 7
s 35.01.020. Prior: 1955 ¢ 319 s 3; prior: (i) 1890 p 140 s 11, part;
RRS s 8932, part. (ii) 1907 c 248 s 1, part; 1890 p 140 s 12, part;
RRS s 8933, part.]

RCW 35.01.040 Town. A town has a population of less than
fifteen hundred at the time of its organization and does not operate
under Title 35A RCW. [1997 ¢ 361 s 10; 1994 ¢ 81 s 5; 1965 ¢ 7 s
35.01.040. Prior: 1963 c 119 s 2; 1955 ¢ 319 s 5; prior: (i) 1890 p
140 s 11, part; RRS s 8932, part. (ii) 1890 p 141 s 13; RRS s 8934.]
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Chapter 35.02 RCW
INCORPORATION PROCEEDINGS

Sections

35.02.001 Actions subject to review by boundary review board.
35.02.005 Purpose.
35.02.010 Authority for incorporation—Number of inhabitants

required.
35.02.015 Proposed incorporations—Notice to county—Boundary review
board hearing.
35.02.017 County auditor shall provide identification number.
35.02.020 Petition for incorporation—Signatures—Filing deadline.
35.02.030 Petition for incorporation—Contents.

35.02.035 Petition—Auditor's duties.

35.02.037 Petition—Notice of certification.

35.02.039 Public hearing—Time limitations.

35.02.040 Public hearing—Publication of notice.

35.02.070 Public hearing by county legislative authority—
Establishment of boundaries—Limitations.

35.02.078 Elections—Question of incorporation—Nomination and
election of officers.

35.02.086 Elections—Candidates—Filing—Withdrawal—Ballot position.

35.02.090 Elections—Conduct—Voters' qualifications.

35.02.100 Election on question of incorporation—Notice—Contents.

35.02.110 Election on question of incorporation—Ballots.

35.02.120 Election on question of incorporation—Certification of
results.

35.02.125 Newly incorporated city or town—Liability for costs of
elections.

35.02.130 Newly incorporated city or town—Effective date of
incorporation—Powers during interim period—Terms of
elected officers—First municipal election.

35.02.132 Newly incorporated city or town—Budgets.

35.02.135 Newly incorporated city or town—May borrow from municipal
sales and use tax equalization account.

35.02.137 Newly incorporated city or town—Moratoria on development
permits and approvals.

35.02.139 Newly incorporated city or town—First general election of
councilmembers or commissioners—Initial, subsequent
terms.

35.02.140 Disposition of uncollected road district taxes.

35.02.150 Pending final disposition of petition no other petition
for incorporation to be acted upon—Withdrawal or
substitution—Action on petition for annexation

authorized.
35.02.155 Effect of proposed annexation on petition.
35.02.160 Cancellation, acquisition of franchise or permit for

operation of public service business in territory
incorporated—Regulation of solid waste collection.
35.02.170 Use of right-of-way line as corporate boundary—When
right-of-way may be included.
35.02.180 Ownership of county roads to revert to city or town—
Territory within city or town to be removed from fire
protection, road, and library districts.
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35.02.190 Annexation/incorporation of fire protection district—
Transfer of assets when at least sixty percent of
assessed valuation is annexed or incorporated in city
or town.

35.02.200 Annexation/incorporation of fire protection district—
Ownership of assets of fire protection district—When
less than sixty percent.

35.02.202 Annexation/incorporation of fire protection district—
Delay of transfer.
35.02.205 Annexation/incorporation of fire protection district—

Distribution of assets of district when less than five
percent of district annexed—Distribution agreement—
Arbitration.

35.02.210 Fire protection district and library district—
Continuation of services at option of city or town.

35.02.220 Duty of county and road, library, and fire districts to
continue services during transition period—Road
maintenance and law enforcement services.

35.02.225 County may contract to provide essential services.

35.02.230 Incorporation of city or town located in more than one
county—Powers and duties of county after incorporation
—Costs.

35.02.240 Incorporation of city or town located in more than one

county—Taxes—Powers and duties of county after
incorporation—Costs.

35.02.250 Corporate powers in dealings with federal government.

35.02.260 Duty of department of commerce to assist newly
incorporated cities and towns.

35.02.270 Other local governments and state agencies—May assist

newly incorporated cities and towns.

Combined city and county municipal corporations: State Constitution
Art. 11 s 16 (Amendment 58).

Fire protection districts, effect upon: Chapter 52.22 RCW.

Incorporation of municipalities: State Constitution Art. 11 s 10
(Amendment 40).

Incorporation proceedings exempt from State Environmental Policy Act:
RCW 36.93.170, 43.21C.220.

RCW 35.02.001 Actions subject to review by boundary review
board. The incorporation of a city or town is subject to review by a
boundary review board under chapter 36.93 RCW if a boundary review
board exists in the county in which all or any portion of the
territory proposed to be incorporated is located. [1994 ¢ 216 s 11;
1989 ¢ 84 s 25.]

Effective date—1994 c 216: See note following RCW 35.02.015.

RCW 35.02.005 Purpose. The purpose of chapter 35.02 RCW is to
provide a clear and uniform process for the incorporation of cities or
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towns operating under either Title 35 or 35A RCW. An incorporation may
result in the creation of a second-class city or town operating under
Title 35 RCW or a noncharter code city operating under Title 35A RCW.
[1994 ¢ 81 s 6; 1986 c 234 s 1.]

RCW 35.02.010 Authority for incorporation—Number of inhabitants
required. (Effective until June 30, 2028.) Any contiguous area
containing not less than 1,500 inhabitants lying outside the limits of
an incorporated city or town may become incorporated as a city or town
operating under Title 35 or 35A RCW as provided in this chapter.

[2023 ¢ 82 s 1; 1994 c 216 s 12; 1986 c 234 s 2; 1969 c 48 s 1; 1965 ¢
7 s 35.02.010. Prior: 1963 c 57 s 1; 1890 p 131 s 1; 1888 p 221 s 1;
1877 p 173 s 1; 1871 p 51 s 1; RRS s 8883.]

Expiration date—2023 c 82 s 1: "Section 1 of this act expires
June 30, 2028." [2023 c 82 s 3.]

Effective date—1994 c 216: See note following RCW 35.02.015.

Validation of certain incorporations and annexations—Municipal
corporations of the fourth class—1961 ex.s. c 16: See note following
RCW 35.21.010.

Validating—1899 ¢ 61: "Any municipal corporation which has been
incorporated under the existing laws of this state shall be a valid
municipal corporation notwithstanding a failure to publish the notice
of the election held or to be held for the purpose of determining
whether such city should or shall become incorporated, for the length
of time required by law governing such incorporation: PROVIDED, A
notice fulfilling in other respects the requirements of law shall have
been published for one week prior to such election in a newspaper
printed and published within the boundaries of the corporation.”™ [1899
c 61 p 103 s 1.]

Validating—1893 c 80: "The incorporation of all cities and towns
in this state heretofore had or attempted under sections one, two and
three of an act entitled 'An act providing for the organization,
classification, incorporation and government of municipal
corporations, and declaring an emergency,' approved March 24, 1890,
and the reincorporation of all cities and towns in this state
heretofore had or attempted under sections one, four and five of said
act, under which attempted incorporation or reincorporation an
organized government has been maintained since the date thereof, is
hereby for all purposes declared legal and valid, and such cities and
towns are hereby declared duly incorporated. And all contracts and
obligations heretofore made, entered into or incurred by any such city
or town so incorporated or reincorporated are hereby declared legal
and valid and of full force and effect." [1893 ¢ 80 p 183 s 1.]

Validating—1890 ¢ 7: "When so incorporated, the debts due from
such town, village or city to any person, firm or corporation may be
assumed and paid by the municipal authorities of such town, village or
city; and all debts due to such town, village or city from any person,
firm or corporation shall be deemed ratified, and may be collected in
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the same manner and in all respects as though such original
incorporation were valid." [1890 ¢ 7 p 136 s 7.]

RCW 35.02.010 Authority for incorporation—Number of inhabitants
required. (Effective June 30, 2028.) Any contiguous area containing
not less than 1,500 inhabitants lying outside the limits of an
incorporated city or town may become incorporated as a city or town
operating under Title 35 or 35A RCW as provided in this chapter:
PROVIDED, That no area which lies within five air miles of the
boundary of any city having a population of 15,000 or more shall be
incorporated which contains less than 3,000 inhabitants. [2023 ¢ 82 s
2; 1994 ¢ 216 s 12; 1986 c 234 s 2; 1969 c 48 s 1; 1965 ¢ 7 s
35.02.010. Prior: 1963 ¢ 57 s 1; 1890 p 131 s 1; 1888 p 221 s 1; 1877
p 173 s 1; 1871 p 51 s 1; RRS s 8883.]

Effective date—2023 c 82 s 2: "Section 2 of this act takes
effect June 30, 2028." [2023 ¢ 82 s 4.]

Effective date—1994 c 216: See note following RCW 35.02.015.

Validation of certain incorporations and annexations—Municipal
corporations of the fourth class—1961 ex.s. c 16: See note following
RCW 35.21.010.

Validating—1899 ¢ 61: "Any municipal corporation which has been
incorporated under the existing laws of this state shall be a valid
municipal corporation notwithstanding a failure to publish the notice
of the election held or to be held for the purpose of determining
whether such city should or shall become incorporated, for the length
of time required by law governing such incorporation: PROVIDED, A
notice fulfilling in other respects the requirements of law shall have
been published for one week prior to such election in a newspaper
printed and published within the boundaries of the corporation.”™ [1899
c 61 p 103 s 1.]

Validating—1893 c 80: "The incorporation of all cities and towns
in this state heretofore had or attempted under sections one, two and
three of an act entitled 'An act providing for the organization,
classification, incorporation and government of municipal
corporations, and declaring an emergency,' approved March 24, 1890,
and the reincorporation of all cities and towns in this state
heretofore had or attempted under sections one, four and five of said
act, under which attempted incorporation or reincorporation an
organized government has been maintained since the date thereof, is
hereby for all purposes declared legal and valid, and such cities and
towns are hereby declared duly incorporated. And all contracts and
obligations heretofore made, entered into or incurred by any such city
or town so incorporated or reincorporated are hereby declared legal
and valid and of full force and effect." [1893 ¢ 80 p 183 s 1.]

Validating—1890 ¢ 7: "When so incorporated, the debts due from
such town, village or city to any person, firm or corporation may be
assumed and paid by the municipal authorities of such town, village or
city; and all debts due to such town, village or city from any person,
firm or corporation shall be deemed ratified, and may be collected in
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the same manner and in all respects as though such original
incorporation were valid." [1890 ¢ 7 p 136 s 7.]

RCW 35.02.015 Proposed incorporations—Notice to county—Boundary
review board hearing. Any person proposing the incorporation of a
city or town shall file a notice of the proposed incorporation with
the county legislative authority of the county in which all or the
major portion of the proposed city or town is located. The notice
shall include the matters required to be included in the incorporation
petition under RCW 35.02.030 and be accompanied by both a one hundred
dollar filing fee and an affidavit from the person stating that he or
she is a registered voter residing in the proposed city or town.

The county legislative authority shall promptly notify the
boundary review board of the proposed incorporation, which shall hold
a public meeting on the proposed incorporation within thirty days of
the notice being filed where persons favoring and opposing the
proposed incorporation may state their views. If a boundary review
board does not exist in the county, the county legislative authority
shall provide the public meeting. The public meeting shall be held at
a location in or near the proposed city or town. Notice of the public
meeting shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in
the area proposed to be incorporated at least once ten days prior to
the public meeting. [1994 ¢ 216 s 1.]

Effective date—1994 c 216: "This act is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state government and its existing public institutions,
and shall take effect immediately [April 1, 1994]1." [1994 c 216 s 21.]

RCW 35.02.017 County auditor shall provide identification
number. Within one working day after the public meeting under RCW
35.02.015, the county auditor shall provide an identification number
for the incorporation effort to the person who made the notice of
proposing the incorporation. The identification number shall be
included on the petition proposing the incorporation.

The petition proposing the incorporation may retain the proposed
boundaries and other matters as described in the notice, or may alter
the proposed boundaries and other matters. [1994 ¢ 216 s 2.]

Effective date—1994 c 216: See note following RCW 35.02.015.

RCW 35.02.020 Petition for incorporation—Signatures—Filing
deadline. A petition for incorporation must be signed by registered
voters resident within the limits of the proposed city or town equal
in number to at least ten percent of the number of voters residing
within the proposed city or town and filed with the auditor of the
county in which all, or the largest portion of, the proposed city or
town is located. The petition must be filed with the auditor by no
later than one hundred eighty days after the date the public meeting
on the proposed incorporation was held under RCW 35.02.015, or the
next regular business day following the one hundred eightieth day if
the one hundred eightieth day is not a regular business day. [1994 ¢
216 s 4; 1986 ¢ 234 s 3; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.02.020. Prior: 1957 ¢ 173 s 2;
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prior: 1953 ¢ 219 s 1; 1890 p 131 s 2, part; 1888 p 221 ss 1, 2, part;
1877 p 173 ss 1, 2, part; 1871 p 51 s 1, part; RRS s 8884, part.]

Effective date—1994 c 216: See note following RCW 35.02.015.

RCW 35.02.030 Petition for incorporation—Contents. The
petition for incorporation shall: (1) Indicate whether the proposed
city or town shall be a noncharter code city operating under Title 35A
RCW, or a city or town operating under Title 35 RCW; (2) indicate the
form or plan of government the city or town is to have; (3) set forth
and particularly describe the proposed boundaries of the proposed city
or town; (4) state the name of the proposed city or town; (5) state
the number of inhabitants therein, as nearly as may be; and (6) pray
that the city or town be incorporated. The petition shall conform to
the requirements for form prescribed in RCW 35A.01.040. The petition
shall include the identification number provided under RCW 35.02.017
and state the last date by which the petition may be filed, as
determined under RCW 35.02.020.

If the proposed city or town is located in more than one county,
the petition shall be prepared in such a manner as to indicate the
different counties within which the signators reside.

A city or town operating under Title 35 RCW may have a mayor/
council, council/manager, or commission form of government. A city
operating under Title 35A RCW may have a mayor/council or council/
manager plan of government.

If the petition fails to specify the matters described in
subsection (1) of this section, the proposal shall be to incorporate
as a noncharter code city. If the petition fails to specify the matter
described in subsection (2) of this section, the proposal shall be to
incorporate with a mayor/council form or plan of government. [1994 ¢
216 s 3; 1986 ¢ 234 s 4; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.02.030. Prior: 1957 c¢c 173 s 3;
prior: 1953 ¢ 219 s 2; 1890 p 131 s 2, part; 1888 p 221 ss 1, 2, part;
1877 p 173 ss 1, 2, part; 1871 p 51 s 1, part; RRS s 8884, part.]

Effective date—1994 c 216: See note following RCW 35.02.015.

RCW 35.02.035 Petition—Auditor's duties. The county auditor
shall within thirty days from the time of receiving said petition
determine if the petition contains a sufficient number of wvalid
signatures. If the proposed city or town is located in more than one
county, the auditor shall immediately transmit a copy of the petition
to the auditor of the other county or counties within which the
proposed city or town is located. Each of these other county auditors
shall certify the number of valid signatures thereon of voters
residing in the county and transmit the certification to the auditor
of the county with whom the petition was originally filed. This
auditor shall determine if the petition contains a sufficient number
of valid signatures. If the petition is certified as having sufficient
valid signatures, the county auditor shall transmit said petition,
accompanied by the certificate of sufficiency, to the county
legislative authority or authorities of the county or counties within
which the proposed city or town is located. [1986 ¢ 234 s 5; 1965 c 7
s 35.02.035. Prior: 1953 ¢ 219 s 8.]
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RCW 35.02.037 Petition—Notice of certification. The county
auditor who certifies the sufficiency of the petition shall notify the
person or persons who submitted the petition of its sufficiency within
five days of when the determination of sufficiency is made. Notice
shall be by certified mail and may additionally be made by telephone.
If a boundary review board or boards exists in the county or counties
in which the proposed city or town is located, the petitioners shall
file notice of the proposed incorporation with the boundary review
board or boards. [1986 ¢ 234 s 6.]

RCW 35.02.039 Public hearing—Time limitations. (1) The county
legislative authority of the county in which the proposed city or town
is located shall hold a public hearing on the proposed incorporation
if no boundary review board exists in the county. The public hearing
shall be held within sixty days of when the county auditor notifies
the legislative authority of the sufficiency of the petition if no
boundary review board exists in the county, or within ninety days of
when notice of the proposal is filed with the boundary review board if
the boundary review board fails to take jurisdiction over the
proposal. The public hearing may be continued to other days, not
extending more than sixty days beyond the initial hearing date. If the
boundary review board takes jurisdiction, the county legislative
authority shall not hold a public hearing on the proposal.

(2) If the proposed city or town is located in more than one
county, a public hearing shall be held in each of the counties by the
county legislative authority or boundary review board. Joint public
hearings may be held by two or more county legislative authorities, or
two or more boundary review boards. [1994 ¢ 216 s 14; 1986 c 234 s
7.1

Effective date—1994 c 216: See note following RCW 35.02.015.

RCW 35.02.040 Public hearing—Publication of notice. Notice of
the public hearing by the county legislative authority on the proposed
incorporation shall be by one publication in not more than ten nor
less than three days prior to the date set for said hearing in one or
more newspapers of general circulation within the area proposed to be
incorporated. Said notice shall contain the time and place of said
hearing. [1986 ¢ 234 s 8; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.02.040. Prior: 1957 ¢ 173 s
4; prior: 1953 ¢ 219 s 3; 1890 p 131 s 2, part; 1888 p 221 ss 1, 2,
part; 1877 p 173 ss 1, 2, part; 1871 p 51 s 1, part; RRS s 8884,
part.]

RCW 35.02.070 Public hearing by county legislative authority—
Establishment of boundaries—Limitations. (1) If a county legislative
authority holds a public hearing on a proposed incorporation, it shall
establish and define the boundaries of the proposed city or town,
being authorized to decrease or increase the area proposed in the
petition under the same restrictions that a boundary review board may
modify the proposed boundaries. The county legislative authority, or
the boundary review board if it takes jurisdiction, shall determine
the number of inhabitants within the boundaries it has established.
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(2) A county legislative authority shall disapprove the proposed
incorporation if, without decreasing the area proposed in the
petition, it does not conform with RCW 35.02.010. A county legislative
authority may not otherwise disapprove a proposed incorporation.

(3) A county legislative authority or boundary review board has
jurisdiction only over that portion of a proposed city or town located
within the boundaries of the county. [1994 ¢ 216 s 17; 1986 c 234 s
9; 1975 1st ex.s. c 220 s 3; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.02.070. Prior: 1963 c 57 s
2; 1957 ¢ 173 s 7; prior: 1890 p 131 s 2, part; 1888 p 221 ss 1, 2,
part; 1877 p 173 ss 1, 2, part; 1871 p 51 s 1, part; RRS s 8884,
part.]

Effective date—1994 c 216: See note following RCW 35.02.015.

Legislative finding, intent—1975 1lst ex.s. c 220: See note
following RCW 35.02.170.

Incorporation subject to approval by boundary review board: RCW
36.93.090.

RCW 35.02.078 Elections—Question of incorporation—Nomination
and election of officers. An election shall be held in the area
proposed to be incorporated to determine whether the proposed city or
town shall be incorporated when the boundary review board takes action
on the proposal other than disapproving the proposal, or if the county
legislative authority does not disapprove the proposal as provided in
RCW 35.02.070. Voters at this election shall determine if the area is
to be incorporated.

The initial election on the question of incorporation shall be
held at the next special election date specified in RCW 29A.04.330
that occurs sixty or more days after the final public hearing by the
county legislative authority or authorities, or action by the boundary
review board or boards. The county legislative authority or
authorities shall call for this election and, if the incorporation is
approved, shall call for other elections to elect the elected
officials as provided in this section. If the vote in favor of the
incorporation receives forty percent or less of the total vote on the
question of incorporation, no new election on the gquestion of
incorporation for the area or any portion of the area proposed to be
incorporated may be held for a period of three years from the date of
the election in which the incorporation failed.

If the incorporation is authorized as provided by RCW 35.02.120,
separate elections shall be held to nominate and elect persons to fill
the various elective offices prescribed by law for the population and
type of city or town, and to which it will belong. The primary
election to nominate candidates for these elective positions shall be
held at the next special election date, as specified in RCW
29A.04.330, that occurs sixty or more days after the election on the
question of incorporation. The election to fill these elective
positions shall be held at the next special election date, as
specified in RCW 29A.04.330, that occurs thirty or more days after
certification of the results of the primary election. [2015 ¢ 53 s
17; 1994 ¢ 216 s 18; 1986 c 234 s 10.]

Effective date—1994 c 216: See note following RCW 35.02.015.
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RCW 35.02.086 Elections—Candidates—Filing—Withdrawal—Ballot
position. FEach candidate for a city or town elective position shall
file a declaration of candidacy with the county auditor of the county
in which all or the major portion of the city or town is located not
more than sixty days nor less than forty-five days prior to the
primary election at which the initial elected officials are nominated.
The elective positions shall be as provided in law for the type of
city or town and form or plan of government specified in the petition
to incorporate, and for the population of the city or town as
determined by the county legislative authority or boundary review
board where applicable. Any candidate may withdraw his or her
declaration at any time within five days after the last day allowed
for filing a declaration of candidacy. All names of candidates to be
voted upon shall be printed upon the ballot alphabetically in groups
under the designation of the respective titles of offices for which
they are candidates. Names of candidates printed upon the ballot need
not be rotated. [2009 ¢ 107 s 5; 2006 c 344 s 20; 1986 c 234 s 11;
1965 ¢ 7 s 35.02.086. Prior: 1953 c 219 s 9.]

Effective date—2009 c 107: See note following RCW 28A.343.300.

Effective date—2006 c 344 ss 1-16 and 18-40: See note following
RCW 29A.04.311.

RCW 35.02.090 Elections—Conduct—Voters' qualifications. The
elections on the proposed incorporation and for the nomination and
election of the initial elected officials shall be conducted in
accordance with the general election laws of the state, except as
provided in this chapter. No person is entitled to vote thereat unless
he or she is a qualified elector of the county, or any of the counties
in which the proposed city or town is located, and has resided within
the limits of the proposed city or town for at least thirty days next
preceding the date of election. [1986 ¢ 234 s 12; 1965 ¢ 7 s
35.02.090. Prior: 1890 p 133 s 3, part; RRS s 8885, part.]

RCW 35.02.100 Election on question of incorporation—Notice—
Contents. The notice of election on the question of the incorporation
shall be given as provided by RCW 29A.52.355 and shall describe the
boundaries of the proposed city or town, its name, and the number of
inhabitants ascertained by the county legislative authority or the
boundary review board to reside in it. [2015 ¢ 53 s 18; 1986 c 234 s
13; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.02.100. Prior: 1957 ¢ 173 s 9; prior: 1953 c 219 s
5; 1890 p 131 s 2, part; 1888 p 221 ss 1, 2, part; 1877 p 173 ss 1, 2,
part; 1871 p 51 s 1, part; RRS s 8884, part.]

RCW 35.02.110 Election on question of incorporation—Ballots.
The ballots in the initial election on the question of incorporation
shall contain the words "for incorporation”" and "against
incorporation" or words equivalent thereto. [1986 ¢ 234 s 14; 1965 c
7 s 35.02.110. Prior: 1957 ¢ 173 s 10; prior: 1890 p 131 s 2, part;
1888 p 221 ss 1, 2, part; 1877 p 173 ss 1, 2, part; 1871 p 51 s 1,
part; RRS s 8884, part.]
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RCW 35.02.120 Election on question of incorporation—
Certification of results. If the results reveal that a majority of
the votes cast are for incorporation, the city or town shall become
incorporated as provided in RCW 35.02.130. If the proposed city or
town is located in more than one county, the auditors of the county or
counties in which the smaller portion or portions of the proposed city
or town is located shall forward a certified copy of the election
results to the auditor of the county within which the major portion is
located. This auditor shall add these totals to the totals in his or
her county and certify the results to each of the county legislative
authorities. [1986 ¢ 234 s 15; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.02.120. Prior: 1953 c¢
219 s 6; 1890 p 133 s 3, part; RRS s 8885, part.]

Canvassing returns, generally: Chapter 29A.60 RCW.

Conduct of elections—Canvass: RCW 29A.60.010.

RCW 35.02.125 Newly incorporated city or town—Liability for
costs of elections. A newly incorporated city or town shall be liable
for its proportionate share of the costs of all elections, after the
election on whether the area should be incorporated, at which an issue
relating to the city or town is placed before the voters, as if the
city or town was in existence after the election at which voters
authorized the area to incorporate. [1991 ¢ 360 s 2.]

RCW 35.02.130 Newly incorporated city or town—Effective date of
incorporation—Powers during interim period—Terms of elected officers
—First municipal election. (Effective until January 1, 2026.) The
city or town officially shall become incorporated at a date from one
hundred eighty days to three hundred sixty days after the date of the
election on the question of incorporation. An interim period shall
exist between the time the newly elected officials have been elected
and qualified and this official date of incorporation. During this
interim period, the newly elected officials are authorized to adopt
ordinances and resolutions which shall become effective on or after
the official date of incorporation, and to enter into contracts and
agreements to facilitate the transition to becoming a city or town and
to ensure a continuation of governmental services after the official
date of incorporation. Periods of time that would be required to
elapse between the enactment and effective date of such ordinances,
including but not limited to times for publication or for filing
referendums, shall commence upon the date of such enactment as though
the city or town were officially incorporated.

During this interim period, the city or town governing body may
adopt rules establishing policies and procedures under the state
environmental policy act, chapter 43.21C RCW, and may use these rules
and procedures in making determinations under the state environmental
policy act, chapter 43.21C RCW.

During this interim period, the newly formed city or town and its
governing body shall be subject to the following as though the city or
town were officially incorporated: RCW 4.24.470 relating to immunity;
chapter 42.17A RCW relating to open government; chapter 42.56 RCW
relating to public records; chapter 40.14 RCW relating to the
preservation and disposition of public records; chapters 42.20 and
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42.23 RCW relating to ethics and conflicts of interest; chapters 42.30
and *42.32 RCW relating to open public meetings and minutes; RCW
35.22.288, 35.23.221, 35.27.300, 35A.12.160, as appropriate, and
chapter 35A.65 RCW relating to the publication of notices and
ordinances; RCW 35.21.875 and 35A.21.230 relating to the designation
of an official newspaper; RCW 36.16.138 relating to liability
insurance; RCW 35.22.620, 35.23.352, and 35A.40.210, as appropriate,
and statutes referenced therein relating to public contracts and
bidding; and chapter 39.34 RCW relating to interlocal cooperation. Tax
anticipation or revenue anticipation notes or warrants and other
short-term obligations may be issued and funds may be borrowed on the
security of these instruments during this interim period, as provided
in chapter 39.50 RCW. Funds also may be borrowed from federal, state,
and other governmental agencies in the same manner as if the city or
town were officially incorporated.

RCW 84.52.020 and 84.52.070 shall apply to the extent that they
may be applicable, and the governing body of such city or town may
take appropriate action by ordinance during the interim period to
adopt the property tax levy for its first full calendar year following
the interim period.

The governing body of the new city or town may acquire needed
facilities, supplies, equipment, insurance, and staff during this
interim period as i1f the city or town were in existence. An interim
city manager or administrator, who shall have such administrative
powers and duties as are delegated by the governing body, may be
appointed to serve only until the official date of incorporation.
After the official date of incorporation the governing body of such a
new city organized under the council manager form of government may
extend the appointment of such an interim manager or administrator
with such limited powers as the governing body determines, for up to
ninety days. This governing body may submit ballot propositions to the
voters of the city or town to authorize taxes to be collected on or
after the official date of incorporation, or authorize an annexation
of the city or town by a fire protection district or library district
to be effective immediately upon the effective date of the
incorporation as a city or town.

The boundaries of a newly incorporated city or town shall be
deemed to be established for purposes of RCW 84.09.030 on the date
that the results of the initial election on the gquestion of
incorporation are certified or the first day of January following the
date of this election if the newly incorporated city or town does not
impose property taxes in the same year that the voters approve the
incorporation.

The newly elected officials shall take office immediately upon
their election and gqualification with limited powers during this
interim period as provided in this section. They shall acquire their
full powers as of the official date of incorporation and shall
continue in office until their successors are elected and qualified at
the next general municipal election after the official date of
incorporation: PROVIDED, That if the date of the next general
municipal election is less than twelve months after the date of the
first election of councilmembers, those initially elected
councilmembers shall serve until their successors are elected and
qualified at the next following general municipal election as provided
in **RCW 29A.20.040. For purposes of this section, the general
municipal election shall be the date on which city and town general

Certified on 7/12/2024 Combined Chapter 35.02 RCW Page 11



elections are held throughout the state of Washington, pursuant to RCW
29A.04.330.

In any newly incorporated city that has adopted the council-
manager form of government, the term of office of the mayor, during
the interim period only, shall be set by the council, and thereafter
shall be as provided by law.

The official date of incorporation shall be on a date from one
hundred eighty to three hundred sixty days after the date of the
election on the question of incorporation, as specified in a
resolution adopted by the governing body during this interim period. A
copy of the resolution shall be filed with the county legislative
authority of the county in which all or the major portion of the newly
incorporated city or town is located. If the governing body fails to
adopt such a resolution, the official date of incorporation shall be
three hundred sixty days after the date of the election on the
question of incorporation. The county legislative authority of the
county in which all or the major portion of the newly incorporated
city or town is located shall file a notice with the county assessor
that the city or town has been authorized to be incorporated
immediately after the favorable results of the election on the
question of incorporation have been certified. The county legislative
authority shall file a notice with the secretary of state that the
city or town is incorporated as of the official date of incorporation.
[2011 ¢ 60 s 15; 2005 ¢ 274 s 263; 1997 ¢ 361 s 11; 1994 c 154 s 308;
1991 ¢ 360 s 3; 1986 c 234 s 16; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.02.130. Prior: 1953 c
219 s 7; 1890 p 133 s 3, part; RRS s 8885, part.]

Reviser's note: * (1) The only section in chapter 42.32 RCW, RCW
42.32.030, was recodified as RCW 42.30.035 pursuant to 2017 3rd sp.s.
c 25 s 30.

**(2) RCW 29A.20.040 was recodified as RCW 29A.60.280 pursuant to
2013 ¢ 11 s 93.

Effective date—2011 c 60: See RCW 42.17A.919.
Effective date—1994 c 154: See RCW 42.52.904.

Times for holding elections: RCW 29A.04.311 through 29A.04.330.

RCW 35.02.130 Newly incorporated city or town—Effective date of
incorporation—Powers during interim period—Terms of elected officers
—First municipal election. (Effective January 1, 2026.) The city or
town officially shall become incorporated at a date from 180 days to
360 days after the date of the election on the question of
incorporation. An interim period shall exist between the time the
newly elected officials have been elected and qualified and this
official date of incorporation. During this interim period, the newly
elected officials are authorized to adopt ordinances and resolutions
which shall become effective on or after the official date of
incorporation, and to enter into contracts and agreements to
facilitate the transition to becoming a city or town and to ensure a
continuation of governmental services after the official date of
incorporation. Periods of time that would be required to elapse
between the enactment and effective date of such ordinances, including
but not limited to times for publication or for filing referendums,
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shall commence upon the date of such enactment as though the city or
town were officially incorporated.

During this interim period, the city or town governing body may
adopt rules establishing policies and procedures under the state
environmental policy act, chapter 43.21C RCW, and may use these rules
and procedures in making determinations under the state environmental
policy act, chapter 43.21C RCW.

During this interim period, the newly formed city or town and its
governing body shall be subject to the following as though the city or
town were officially incorporated: RCW 4.24.470 relating to immunity;
Title 29B RCW relating to open government; chapter 42.56 RCW relating
to public records; chapter 40.14 RCW relating to the preservation and
disposition of public records; chapters 42.20 and 42.23 RCW relating
to ethics and conflicts of interest; chapters 42.30 and *42.32 RCW
relating to open public meetings and minutes; RCW 35.22.288,
35.23.221, 35.27.300, 35A.12.160, as appropriate, and chapter 35A.65
RCW relating to the publication of notices and ordinances; RCW
35.21.875 and 35A.21.230 relating to the designation of an official
newspaper; RCW 36.16.138 relating to liability insurance; RCW
35.22.620, 35.23.352, and 35A.40.210, as appropriate, and statutes
referenced therein relating to public contracts and bidding; and
chapter 39.34 RCW relating to interlocal cooperation. Tax anticipation
or revenue anticipation notes or warrants and other short-term
obligations may be issued and funds may be borrowed on the security of
these instruments during this interim period, as provided in chapter
39.50 RCW. Funds also may be borrowed from federal, state, and other
governmental agencies in the same manner as if the city or town were
officially incorporated.

RCW 84.52.020 and 84.52.070 shall apply to the extent that they
may be applicable, and the governing body of such city or town may
take appropriate action by ordinance during the interim period to
adopt the property tax levy for its first full calendar year following
the interim period.

The governing body of the new city or town may acquire needed
facilities, supplies, equipment, insurance, and staff during this
interim period as i1f the city or town were in existence. An interim
city manager or administrator, who shall have such administrative
powers and duties as are delegated by the governing body, may be
appointed to serve only until the official date of incorporation.
After the official date of incorporation the governing body of such a
new city organized under the council manager form of government may
extend the appointment of such an interim manager or administrator
with such limited powers as the governing body determines, for up to
90 days. This governing body may submit ballot propositions to the
voters of the city or town to authorize taxes to be collected on or
after the official date of incorporation, or authorize an annexation
of the city or town by a fire protection district or library district
to be effective immediately upon the effective date of the
incorporation as a city or town.

The boundaries of a newly incorporated city or town shall be
deemed to be established for purposes of RCW 84.09.030 on the date
that the results of the initial election on the gquestion of
incorporation are certified or the first day of January following the
date of this election if the newly incorporated city or town does not
impose property taxes in the same year that the voters approve the
incorporation.
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The newly elected officials shall take office immediately upon
their election and gqualification with limited powers during this
interim period as provided in this section. They shall acquire their
full powers as of the official date of incorporation and shall
continue in office until their successors are elected and qualified at
the next general municipal election after the official date of
incorporation: PROVIDED, That if the date of the next general
municipal election is less than 12 months after the date of the first
election of councilmembers, those initially elected councilmembers
shall serve until their successors are elected and qualified at the
next following general municipal election as provided in RCW
29A.60.280. For purposes of this section, the general municipal
election shall be the date on which city and town general elections
are held throughout the state of Washington, pursuant to RCW
29A.04.330.

In any newly incorporated city that has adopted the council-
manager form of government, the term of office of the mayor, during
the interim period only, shall be set by the council, and thereafter
shall be as provided by law.

The official date of incorporation shall be on a date from 180 to
360 days after the date of the election on the question of
incorporation, as specified in a resolution adopted by the governing
body during this interim period. A copy of the resolution shall be
filed with the county legislative authority of the county in which all
or the major portion of the newly incorporated city or town is
located. If the governing body fails to adopt such a resolution, the
official date of incorporation shall be 360 days after the date of the
election on the question of incorporation. The county legislative
authority of the county in which all or the major portion of the newly
incorporated city or town is located shall file a notice with the
county assessor that the city or town has been authorized to be
incorporated immediately after the favorable results of the election
on the question of incorporation have been certified. The county
legislative authority shall file a notice with the secretary of state
that the city or town is incorporated as of the official date of
incorporation. [2024 ¢ 164 s 509; 2011 ¢ 60 s 15; 2005 ¢ 274 s 263;
1997 ¢ 361 s 11; 1994 c 154 s 308; 1991 c 360 s 3; 1986 c 234 s 1l6;
1965 ¢ 7 s 35.02.130. Prior: 1953 ¢ 219 s 7; 1890 p 133 s 3, part; RRS
s 8885, part.]

*Reviser's note: The only section in chapter 42.32 RCW, RCW
42.32.030, was recodified as RCW 42.30.035 pursuant to 2017 3rd sp.s.
c 25 s 30.

Intent—Construction—Rules remain valid—Effective date—2024 c
164: See notes following RCW 29B.10.010.

Effective date—2011 ¢ 60: See note following RCW 29B.20.030.
Effective date—1994 c 154: See RCW 42.52.904.

Times for holding elections: RCW 29A.04.311 through 29A.04.330.
RCW 35.02.132 Newly incorporated city or town—Budgets. The

newly elected officials shall adopt an interim budget for the interim
period or until January 1 of the following year, whichever occurs
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first. A second interim budget shall be adopted for any period between
January 1 and the official date of incorporation. These interim
budgets shall be adopted in consultation with the state auditor.

The governing body shall adopt a budget for the newly
incorporated city or town for the period between the official date of
incorporation and January 1 of the following year. The mayor or
governing body, whichever is appropriate shall prepare or the
governing body may direct the interim city manager to prepare a
preliminary budget in detail to be made public at least sixty days
before the official date of incorporation as a recommendation for the
final budget. The mayor, governing body, or the interim city manager
shall submit as a part of the preliminary budget a budget message that
contains an explanation of the budget document, an outline of the
recommended financial policies and programs of the city or town for
the ensuing fiscal year, and a statement of the relation of the
recommended appropriation to such policies and programs. Immediately
following the release of the preliminary budget, the governing body
shall cause to be published a notice once each week for two
consecutive weeks of a public hearing to be held at least twenty days
before the official date of incorporation on the fixing of the final
budget. Any taxpayer may appear and be heard for or against any part
of the budget. The governing body may make such adjustments and
changes as it deems necessary and may adopt the final budget at the
conclusion of the public hearing or at any time before the official
date of incorporation. [1995 ¢ 301 s 33; 1991 ¢ 360 s 4.]

RCW 35.02.135 Newly incorporated city or town—May borrow from
municipal sales and use tax equalization account. Upon the
certification of election of officers, the governing body may by
resolution borrow money from the municipal sales and use tax
equalization account, up to one hundred thousand dollars or five
dollars per capita based on the population estimate required by RCW
35.02.030, whichever is less.

The loan authorized by this section shall be repaid over a three-
year period. The state treasurer shall withhold moneys from the funds
otherwise payable to the city or town that has obtained such a loan,
either from the municipal sales and use tax equalization account or
from sales and use tax entitlements otherwise distributable to such
city or town, so that the account is fully reimbursed over the three-
year period. The state treasurer shall adopt by rule procedures to
accomplish the purpose of this section on a reasonable and equitable
basis over the three-year period. [1991 ¢ 360 s 5.]

RCW 35.02.137 Newly incorporated city or town—Moratoria on
development permits and approvals. During the interim period, the
governing body of the newly formed city or town may adopt resolutions
establishing moratoria during the interim transition period on the
filing of applications with the county for development permits or
approvals, including, but not limited [to], subdivision approvals,
short subdivision approvals, and building permits. [199]1 ¢ 360 s 11.]

RCW 35.02.139 Newly incorporated city or town—First general
election of councilmembers or commissioners—Initial, subsequent
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terms. An election shall be held to elect city or town elected
officials at the next municipal general election occurring more than
twelve months after the date of the first election of councilmembers
or commissioners. Candidates shall run for specific council or
commission positions. The staggering of terms of members of the city
or town council shall be established at this election, where the
simple majority of the persons elected as councilmembers receiving the
greatest numbers of votes shall be elected to four-year terms of
office and the remainder of the persons elected as councilmembers
shall be elected to two-year terms of office. Newly elected
councilmembers or newly elected commissioners shall serve until their
successors are elected and qualified. The terms of office of newly
elected commissioners shall not be staggered, as provided in chapter
35.17 RCW. All councilmembers and commissioners who are elected
subsequently shall be elected to four-year terms of office and shall
serve until their successors are elected and qualified and assume
office in accordance with RCW 29A.60.280. [2015 ¢ 53 s 19; 1994 ¢ 223
s 9.]

RCW 35.02.140 Disposition of uncollected road district taxes.
Whenever in any territory forming a part of an incorporated city or
town which is part of a road district, and road district regqular
property taxes are collectable on any property within such territory,
the same shall, when collected by the county treasurer, be paid to
such city or town and placed in the city or town street fund by the
city or town; except that road district taxes that are delinquent
before the date of incorporation shall be paid to the county and
placed in the county road fund. This section shall not apply to excess
property tax levies securing general indebtedness or any special
assessments due in behalf of such property. [2001 c 299 s 1; 1986 c
234 s 20; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.02.140. Prior: 1957 ¢ 180 s 1.]

County road districts: RCW 36.75.060.

RCW 35.02.150 Pending final disposition of petition no other
petition for incorporation to be acted upon—Withdrawal or
substitution—Action on petition for annexation authorized. After the
filing of any petition for incorporation with the county auditor, and
pending its final disposition as provided for in this chapter, no
other petition for incorporation which embraces any of the territory
included therein shall be acted upon by the county auditor, the county
legislative authority, or the boundary review board, or by any other
public official or body that might otherwise be empowered to receive
or act upon such a petition: PROVIDED, That any petition for
incorporation may be withdrawn by a majority of the signers thereof at
any time before such petition has been certified by the county auditor
to the county legislative authority: PROVIDED FURTHER, That a new
petition may be substituted therefor that embraces other or different
boundaries, incorporation as a city or town operating under a
different title of law, or for incorporation as a city or town
operating under a different plan or form of government, by a majority
of the signers of the original incorporation petition, at any time
before the original petition has been certified by the county auditor
to the county legislative authority, in which case the same
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proceedings shall be taken as in the case of an original petition. A
boundary review board, county auditor, county legislative authority,
or any other public official or body may act upon a petition for
annexation before considering or acting upon a petition for
incorporation which embraces some or all of the same territory,
without regard to priority of filing. [1986 ¢ 234 s 23; 1982 c 220 s
3; 1973 1st ex.s. c 164 s 1; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.02.150. Prior: 1961 c 200 s
1.]

Severability—1982 c 220: See note following RCW 36.93.100.

RCW 35.02.155 Effect of proposed annexation on petition. For a
period of ninety days after a petition proposing the incorporation of
a city or town is filed with the county auditor, a petition or
resolution proposing the annexation of any portion of the territory
included in the incorporation proposal may be filed or adopted and the
proposed annexation may continue following the applicable statutory
procedures. Territory that ultimately is annexed, as a result of the
filing of such an annexation petition or adoption of such an
annexation resolution during this ninety-day period, shall be
withdrawn from the incorporation proposal.

A proposed annexation of a portion of the territory included
within the proposed incorporation, that is initiated by the filing of
an annexation petition or adoption of an annexation resolution after
this ninety-day period, shall be held in abeyance and may not occur
unless: (1) The boundary review board modifies the boundaries of the
proposed incorporation to remove the territory from the proposed
incorporation; (2) the boundary review board rejects the proposed
incorporation and the proposed city or town has a population of less
than seven thousand five hundred; or (3) voters defeat the ballot
proposition authorizing the proposed incorporation. [1994 ¢ 216 s 5.]

Effective date—1994 c 216: See note following RCW 35.02.015.

RCW 35.02.160 Cancellation, acquisition of franchise or permit
for operation of public service business in territory incorporated—
Regulation of solid waste collection. The incorporation of any
territory as a city or town shall cancel, as of the effective date of
such incorporation, any franchise or permit theretofore granted to any
person, firm or corporation by the state of Washington, or by the
governing body of such incorporated territory, authorizing or
otherwise permitting the operation of any public transportation,
garbage disposal or other similar public service business or facility
within the limits of the incorporated territory, but the holder of any
such franchise or permit canceled pursuant to this section shall be
forthwith granted by the incorporating city or town a franchise to
continue such business within the incorporated territory for a term of
not less than the remaining term of the original franchise or permit,
or not less than seven years, whichever is the shorter period, and the
incorporating city or town, by franchise, permit or public operation,
shall not extend similar or competing services to the incorporated
territory except upon a proper showing of the inability or refusal of
such person, firm or corporation to adequately service said
incorporated territory at a reasonable price: PROVIDED, That the
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provisions of this section shall not preclude the purchase by the
incorporating city or town of said franchise, business, or facilities
at an agreed or negotiated price, or from acquiring the same by
condemnation upon payment of damages, including a reasonable amount
for the loss of the franchise or permit. In the event that any person,
firm or corporation whose franchise or permit has been canceled by the
terms of this section shall suffer any measurable damages as a result
of any incorporation pursuant to the provisions of chapter 35.02 RCW,
such person, firm or corporation shall have a right of action against
any city or town causing such damages.

After the incorporation of any city or town, the utilities and
transportation commission shall continue to regulate solid waste
collection within the limits of the incorporated city or town until
such time as the city or town notifies the commission, in writing, of
its decision to contract for solid waste collection or provide solid
waste collection itself pursuant to RCW 81.77.020. In the event the
incorporated city or town at any time decides to contract for solid
waste collection or decides to undertake solid waste collection
itself, the holder of any such franchise or permit that is so canceled
in whole or in part shall be forthwith granted by the incorporated
city or town a franchise to continue such business within the
incorporated territory for a term of not less than the remaining term
of the original franchise or permit, or not less than seven years,
whichever is the shorter period, and the incorporated city or town, by
franchise, permit, or public operation, shall not extend similar or
competing services to the incorporated territory except upon a proper
showing of the inability or refusal of such person, firm, or
corporation to adequately service the incorporated territory at a
reasonable price. Upon the effective date specified by the city or
town council's ordinance or resolution to have the city or town
contract for solid waste collection or undertake solid waste
collection itself, the transition period specified in this section
begins to run. This section does not preclude the purchase by the
incorporated city or town of the franchise, business, or facilities at
an agreed or negotiated price, or from acquiring the same by
condemnation upon payment of damages, including a reasonable amount
for the loss of the franchise or permit. In the event that any person,
firm, or corporation whose franchise or permit has been canceled in
whole or in part by the terms of this section suffers any measurable
damages as a result of any incorporation pursuant to this chapter,
such person, firm, or corporation has a right of action against any
city or town causing such damages. [1997 ¢ 171 s 1; 1986 c 234 s 24;
1965 ex.s. c 42 s 1.]

Severability—1997 ¢ 171: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances 1is not affected." [1997 c 171 s 5.]

RCW 35.02.170 Use of right-of-way line as corporate boundary—
When right-of-way may be included. The right-of-way line of any
public street, road or highway, or any segment thereof, may be used to
define a part of a corporate boundary in an incorporation proceeding.
The boundaries of a newly incorporated city or town shall not include
a portion of the right-of-way of any public street, road or highway
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except where the boundary runs from one edge of the right-of-way to
the other edge of the right-of-way. [1989 ¢ 84 s 7; 1986 c 234 s 25;
1975 1st ex.s. c 220 s 2.]

Legislative finding, intent—1975 1lst ex.s. c 220: "The
legislature finds that the use of centerlines of public streets, roads
and highways as boundaries of incorporated cities and towns has
resulted in divided jurisdiction over such public ways causing
inefficiencies and waste in their construction, improvement and
maintenance and impairing effective traffic law enforcement. It is the
intent of this act to preclude the use of highway centerlines as
corporate boundaries in the future and to encourage counties and
cities and towns by agreement to revise existing highway centerline
boundaries to coincide with highway right-of-way lines." [1975 1st
ex.s. c 220 s 1.]

Revision of corporate boundary by substituting right-of-way lines: RCW
35.21.790.

RCW 35.02.180 Ownership of county roads to revert to city or
town—Territory within city or town to be removed from fire
protection, road, and library districts. The ownership of all county
roads located within the boundaries of a newly incorporated city or
town shall revert to the city or town and become streets as of the
official date of incorporation. However, any special assessments
attributable to these county roads shall continue to exist and be
collected as if the incorporation had not occurred. Property within
the newly incorporated city or town shall continue to be subject to
any indebtedness attributable to these roads and any related property
tax levies.

The territory included within the newly incorporated city or town
shall be removed from the road district as of the official date of
incorporation. The territory included within the newly incorporated
city or town shall be removed from a fire protection district or
districts or library district or districts in which it was located, as
of the official date of incorporation, unless the fire protection
district or districts have annexed the city or town during the interim
period as provided in *RCW 52.04.160 through 52.04.200, or the library
district or districts have annexed the city or town during the interim
period as provided in **RCW 27.12.260 through 27.12.290. [1986 c 234
s 17.]

Reviser's note: * (1) RCW 52.04.160 has been decodified and RCW
52.04.170 through 52.04.200 have been recodified as RCW 52.04.061
through 52.04.101, pursuant to 1984 c 230 s 89.

**(2) The reference to "RCW 27.12.260 through 27.12.290" appears
to be erroneous. RCW 27.12.360 through 27.12.395 relates to annexation
of a city or town by a library district.

RCW 35.02.190 Annexation/incorporation of fire protection
district—Transfer of assets when at least sixty percent of assessed
valuation is annexed or incorporated in city or town. If a portion of
a fire protection district including at least sixty percent of the
assessed valuation of the real property of the district is annexed to
or incorporated into a city or town, ownership of all of the assets of
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the district shall be vested in the city or town, or, if the city or
town has been annexed by another fire protection district, in the
other fire protection district, upon payment in cash, properties or
contracts for fire protection services to the district within one year
of the date on which the city or town withdraws from the fire
protection district pursuant to RCW 52.04.161, of a percentage of the
value of said assets equal to the percentage of the value of the real
property in entire district remaining outside the incorporated or
annexed area. The fire protection district may elect, by a vote of a
majority of the persons residing outside the annexed or incorporated
area who vote on the proposition, to require the annexing or
incorporating city or town or fire protection district to assume
responsibility for the provision of fire protection, and for the
operation and maintenance of the district's property, facilities, and
equipment throughout the district and to pay the city or town or fire
protection district a reasonable fee for such fire protection,
operation, and maintenance. When at least sixty percent, but less than
one hundred percent, valuation of the real estate of a district is
annexed to or incorporated into a city or town, a proportionate share
of the liabilities of the district at the time of such annexation or
incorporation, equal to the percentage of the total assessed valuation
of the real estate of the district that has been annexed or
incorporated, shall be transferred to the annexing or incorporating
city or town.

If all of a fire protection district is included in an area that
incorporates as a city or town or is annexed to a city or town or fire
protection district, all of the assets and liabilities of the fire
protection district shall be transferred to the newly incorporated
city or town on the date on which the fire protection district ceases
to provide fire protection services pursuant to RCW 52.04.161 or to
the city or town or fire protection district upon the annexation.
[1993 ¢ 262 s 3; 1989 ¢ 76 s 2; 1986 ¢ 234 s 18; 1981 ¢ 332 s 5; 1965
c 7 s 35.13.247. Prior: 1963 c 231 s 3. Formerly RCW 35.13.247.]

RCW 35.02.200 Annexation/incorporation of fire protection
district—Ownership of assets of fire protection district—When less
than sixty percent. (1) If a portion of a fire protection district
including less than sixty percent of the assessed value of the real
property of the district is annexed to or incorporated into a city or
town, the ownership of all assets of the district shall remain in the
district and the district shall pay to the city or town, or, if the
city or town has been annexed by another fire protection district, to
the other fire protection district within one year or within such
period of time as the district continues to collect taxes in such
incorporated or annexed areas, in cash, properties or contracts for
fire protection services, a percentage of the value of said assets
equal to the percentage of the value of the real property in the
entire district lying within the area so incorporated or annexed:
PROVIDED, That if the area annexed or incorporated includes less than
five percent of the area of the district, no payment shall be made to
the city or town or fire protection district except as provided in RCW
35.02.205.

(2) As provided in RCW 35.02.210, the fire protection district
from which territory is removed as a result of an incorporation or
annexation shall provide fire protection to the incorporated or
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annexed area for such period as the district continues to collect
taxes levied in such annexed or incorporated area.

(3) For the purposes of this section, the word "assets" shall
mean the total assets of the fire district, reduced by its
liabilities, including bonded indebtedness, the same to be determined
by usual and accepted accounting methods. The amount of said liability
shall be determined by reference to the fire district's balance sheet,
produced in the regular course of business, which is nearest in time
to the certification of the annexation of fire district territory by
the city or town. [1997 ¢ 245 s 2. Prior: 1989 ¢ 267 s 1; 1989 ¢ 76 s
3; 1986 ¢ 234 s 19; 1967 ¢ 146 s 1; 1965 c¢c 7 s 35.13.248; prior: 1963
c 231 s 4. Formerly RCW 35.13.248.]

RCW 35.02.202 Annexation/incorporation of fire protection
district—Delay of transfer. During the interim period, the governing
body of the newly formed city or town and the board of fire
commissioners may by written agreement delay the transfer of the
district's assets and liabilities, and the city's or town's
responsibility for the provision of fire protection, that would
otherwise occur under RCW 35.02.190 or 35.02.200 for up to one year
after the official date of incorporation. During the one-year period,
the fire protection district may annex the city or town pursuant to
chapter 52.04 RCW and retain the responsibility for fire protection.
[1991 ¢ 360 s 7.]

RCW 35.02.205 Annexation/incorporation of fire protection
district—Distribution of assets of district when less than five
percent of district annexed—Distribution agreement—Arbitration. (1)
A distribution of assets from the fire protection district to the city
or town shall occur as provided in this section upon the annexation
or, in the case of an incorporation, on the date on which the city or
town withdraws from the fire protection district pursuant to RCW
52.04.161, of an area by the city or town that constitutes less than
five percent of the area of the fire protection district upon the
adoption of a resolution by the city or town finding that the
annexation or incorporation will impose a significant increase in the
fire suppression responsibilities of the city or town with a
corresponding reduction in fire suppression responsibilities by the
fire protection district. Such a resolution must be adopted within
sixty days of the effective date of the annexation, or within sixty
days of the official date of incorporation of the city. If the fire
protection district does not concur in the finding within sixty days
of when a copy of the resolution is submitted to the board of
commissioners, arbitration shall proceed under subsection (3) of this
section over this issue.

(2) An agreement on the distribution of assets from the fire
protection district to the city or town shall be entered into by the
city or town and the fire protection district within ninety days of
the concurrence by the fire protection district under subsection (1)
of this section, or within ninety days of a decision by the
arbitrators under subsection (3) of this section that a significant
increase in the fire protection responsibilities will be imposed upon
the city or town as a result of the incorporation or annexation. A
distribution shall be based upon the extent of the increased fire
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suppression responsibilities with a corresponding reduction in fire
suppression responsibilities by the fire protection district, and
shall consider the impact of any debt obligation that may exist on the
property that is so annexed or incorporated. If an agreement is not
entered into after this ninety-day period, arbitration shall proceed
under subsection (3) of this section concerning this issue unless both
parties have agreed to an extension of this period.

(3) Arbitration shall proceed under this subsection over the
issue of whether a significant increase in the fire protection
responsibilities will be imposed upon the city or town as a result of
the annexation or incorporation with a corresponding reduction in fire
suppression responsibilities by the fire protection district, or over
the distribution of assets from the fire protection district to the
city or town if such a significant increase in fire protection
responsibilities will be imposed. A board of arbitrators shall be
established for an arbitration that is required under this section.
The board of arbitrators shall consist of three persons, one of whom
is appointed by the city or town within sixty days of the date when
arbitration is required, one of whom is appointed by the fire
protection district within sixty days of the date when arbitration is
required, and one of whom is appointed by agreement of the other two
arbitrators within thirty days of the appointment of the last of these
other two arbitrators who is so appointed. If the two are unable to
agree on the appointment of the third arbitrator within this thirty-
day period, then the third arbitrator shall be appointed by a judge in
the superior court of the county within which all or the greatest
portion of the area that was so annexed or incorporated lies. The
determination by the board of arbitrators shall be binding on both the
city or town and the fire protection district. [1993 ¢ 262 s 4; 1989
c 267 s 3.]

RCW 35.02.210 Fire protection district and library district—
Continuation of services at option of city or town. At the option of
the governing body of a newly incorporated city or town, any fire
protection district or library district serving any part of the area
so incorporated shall continue to provide services to such area until
the city or town receives its own property tax receipts. [1991 ¢ 360
s 8; 1986 c 234 s 21; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 119 s 35A.03.160. Formerly RCW
35A.03.160.]

RCW 35.02.220 Duty of county and road, library, and fire
districts to continue services during transition period—Road
maintenance and law enforcement services. The approval of an
incorporation by the voters of a proposed city or town, and the
existence of a transition period to become a city or town, shall not
remove the responsibility of any county, road district, library
district, or fire district, within which the area is located, to
continue providing services to the area until the official date of the
incorporation.

A county shall continue to provide the following services to a
newly incorporated city or town, or that portion of the county within
which the newly incorporated city or town is located, at the
preincorporation level as follows:

Certified on 7/12/2024 Combined Chapter 35.02 RCW Page 22



(1) Law enforcement services shall be provided for a period not
to exceed sixty days from the official date of the incorporation or
until the city or town is receiving or could have begun receiving
sales tax distributions under RCW 82.14.030(1l), whichever is the
shortest time period.

(2) Road maintenance shall be for a period not to exceed sixty
days from the official date of the incorporation or until forty
percent of the anticipated annual tax distribution from the road
district tax levy is made to the newly incorporated city or town
pursuant to RCW 35.02.140, whichever is the shorter time period.
[1991 ¢ 360 s 9; 1986 c 234 s 22; 1985 c 143 s 1. Formerly RCW
35.21.763.]

RCW 35.02.225 County may contract to provide essential services.
It is the desire of the legislature that the citizens of newly
incorporated cities or towns receive uninterrupted and adequate
services in the period prior to the city or town government attaining
the ability to provide such service levels. In addition to the
services provided under RCW 35.02.220, it is the purpose of this
section to permit the county or counties in which a newly incorporated
city or town is located to contract with the newly incorporated city
or town for the continuation of essential services until the newly
incorporated city or town has attained the ability to provide such
services at least at the levels provided by the county before the
incorporation. These essential services may include but are not
limited to, law enforcement, road and street maintenance, drainage,
and other utility services previously provided by the county before
incorporation. The contract should be negotiated on the basis of the
county's cost to provide services without consideration of capital
assets which do not continue to be amortized for principal and
interest or depreciated by the county. The exception for not
considering capital assets which are no longer amortized for principal
and interest or depreciated is recognition of the preexisting
financial investment of citizens of the newly incorporated city or
town have made in county capital assets.

Nothing in this section limits the ability of the county and the
newly incorporated city or town to contract for higher service levels
or for other time periods than those imposed by this section. [1985 ¢
332 s 7. Formerly RCW 35.21.764.]

RCW 35.02.230 Incorporation of city or town located in more than
one county—Powers and duties of county after incorporation—Costs.
After incorporation of a city or town located in more than one county,
all purposes essential to the maintenance, operation, and
administration of the city or town whenever any action is required or
may be performed by the county, county legislative authority, or any
county officer or board, such action shall be performed by the
respective county, county legislative authority, officer, or board of
the county of that part of the city or town in which the largest
number of inhabitants reside as of the date of the incorporation of
the proposed city or town except as provided in RCW 35.02.240, and all
costs incurred shall be borne proportionately by each county in that
ratio which the number of inhabitants residing in that part of each
county forming a part of the proposed city or town bears to the total
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number of inhabitants residing within the whole of the city or town.
[1986 ¢ 234 s 26; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.04.150. Prior: 1955 ¢ 345 s 15.
Formerly RCW 35.04.150.]

RCW 35.02.240 Incorporation of city or town located in more than
one county—Taxes—Powers and duties of county after incorporation—
Costs. In the case of evaluation, assessment, collection,
apportionment, and any other allied power or duty relating to taxes in
connection with the city or town, the action shall be performed by the
county, county legislative authority, or county officer or board of
the county for that area of the city or town which is located within
the respective county, and all materials, information, and other data
and all moneys collected shall be submitted to the proper officer of
the county of that part of the city or town in which the largest
number of inhabitants reside. Any power which may be or duty which
shall be performed in connection therewith shall be performed by the
county, county legislative authority, officer, or board receiving such
as though only a city or town in a single county were concerned. All
moneys collected from such area constituting a part of such city or
town that should be paid to such city or town shall be delivered to
the treasurer thereof, and all other materials, information, or data
relating to the city or town shall be submitted to the appropriate
city or town officials.

Any costs or expenses incurred under this section shall be borne
proportionately by each county involved. [1986 c 234 s 27; 1965 c 7 s
35.04.160. Prior: 1955 ¢ 345 s 16. Formerly RCW 35.04.160.]

RCW 35.02.250 Corporate powers in dealings with federal
government. Any city or town incorporated as provided in this chapter
shall, in addition to all other powers, duties and benefits of a city
or town of the same type or class, be authorized to purchase, acquire,
lease, or administer any property, real or personal, or property
rights and improvements thereon owned by the federal government on
such terms and conditions as may be mutually agreed upon, when
authorized to do so by the United States government, and thereafter to
sell, transfer, exchange, lease, or otherwise dispose of any such
property, and to execute contracts with the federal government with
respect to supplying water and for other utility services. [1986 c
234 s 28; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.04.170. Prior: 1955 c 345 s 17. Formerly RCW
35.04.170.]

RCW 35.02.260 Duty of department of commerce to assist newly
incorporated cities and towns. The department of commerce shall
identify federal, state, and local agencies that should receive
notification that a new city or town is about to incorporate and shall
assist newly formed cities and towns during the interim period before
the official date of incorporation in providing such notification to
the identified agencies. [2023 ¢ 470 s 2014; 1995 ¢ 399 s 34; 1991 ¢
360 s 6.]

Explanatory statement—2023 c 470: See note following RCW
10.99.030.
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RCW 35.02.270 Other local governments and state agencies—May
assist newly incorporated cities and towns. Cities, towns, counties,
and other local government agencies and state agencies may make loans
of staff and equipment, and technical and financial assistance to the
newly formed city or town during the interim period to facilitate the

transition to an incorporated city or town. Such loans and assistance
may be without compensation. [1991 ¢ 360 s 12.]
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Chapter 35.06 RCW
ADVANCEMENT OF CLASSIFICATION

Sections
35.06.010 Population requirements for advance in classification.
35.06.070 Procedure for advancement—Ballot proposition—

Notification of secretary of state.
35.06.080 Election of new officers.

Municipal corporations classified: Chapter 35.01 RCW.

Population determinations: Chapter 43.62 RCW.

RCW 35.06.010 Population requirements for advance in
classification. A city or town which has at least ten thousand
inhabitants may become a first-class city by adopting a charter under
Article XI, section 10, of the state Constitution in chapter 35.22
RCW.

A town which has at least fifteen hundred inhabitants may
reorganize and advance its classification to become a second-class
city as provided in this chapter. [1994 ¢ 81 s 7; 1965 c 7 s
35.06.010. Prior: 1955 ¢ 319 s 6; prior: (i) 1907 c 248 s 1, part;
1890 p 140 s 12, part; RRS s 8933, part. (ii) 1890 p 141 s 14; RRS s
8936.]

RCW 35.06.070 Procedure for advancement—Ballot proposition—
Notification of secretary of state. A ballot proposition authorizing
an advancement in classification of a town to a second-class city
shall be submitted to the voters of the town if either: (1) Petitions
proposing the advancement are submitted to the town clerk that have
been signed by voters of the town equal in number to at least ten
percent of the voters of the town voting at the last municipal general
election; or (2) the town council adopts a resolution proposing the
advancement. The clerk shall immediately forward the petitions to the
county auditor who shall review the signatures and certify the
sufficiency of the petitions.

A ballot proposition authorizing an advancement shall be
submitted to the town voters at the next special election date
according to RCW 29A.04.330 if the county auditor certifies the
petitions as having sufficient valid signatures. The town shall be
advanced to a second-class city if the ballot proposition is approved
by a simple majority vote, effective when the corporation is actually
reorganized and the new officers are elected and qualified. The county
auditor shall notify the secretary of state if the advancement of a
town to a second-class city is approved. [2006 ¢ 344 s 21; 1994 c 81
s 8; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.06.070. Prior: 1890 p 142 s 21; RRS s 8942.]

Effective date—2006 c 344 ss 1-16 and 18-40: See note following
RCW 29A.04.311.

RCW 35.06.080 Election of new officers. The first election of
officers of the new corporation after the advancement of
classification is approved shall be at the next general municipal
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election and the officers of the old corporation, as altered by the
election when the advancement was approved, shall remain in office
until the officers of the new corporation are elected and qualified
and assume office in accordance with RCW 29A.60.280. A primary shall
be held where necessary to nominate candidates for the elected offices
of the corporation as a second-class city. Candidates for city council
positions shall run for specific council positions. The council of the
old corporation may adopt a resolution providing that the offices of
city attorney, clerk, and treasurer are appointive.

The three persons who are elected to council positions one
through six receiving the greatest number of votes shall be elected to
four-year terms of office and the other three persons who are elected
to council positions one through six, and the person elected to
council position seven, shall be elected to two-year terms of office.
The person elected as mayor and the persons elected to any other
elected office shall be elected to four-year terms of office. All
successors to all elected positions, other than council position
number seven, shall be elected to four-year terms of office and
successors to council position number seven shall be elected to two-
year terms of office.

There shall be no election of town offices at this election when
the first officers of the new corporation are elected and the offices
of the town shall expire when the officers of the new corporation
assume office.

The ordinances, bylaws, and resolutions adopted by the old
corporation shall, as far as consistent with the provisions of this
title, continue in force until repealed by the council of the new
corporation.

The council and officers of the town shall, upon demand, deliver
to the proper officers of the new corporation all books of record,
documents, and papers in their possession belonging to the old
corporation. [2015 ¢ 53 s 20; 1994 ¢ 81 s 9; 1965 ¢ 106 s 1; 1965 ¢ 7
s 35.06.080. Prior: 1890 p 143 s 22; RRS s 8942.]
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Chapter 35.07 RCW
DISINCORPORATION

Sections

35.07.001 Actions subject to review by boundary review board.
35.07.010 Authority for disincorporation.

35.07.020 Petition—Requisites.

35.07.040 Calling election—Receiver.

35.07.050 Notice of election.

35.07.060 Ballots.

35.07.070 Conduct of election.

35.07.080 Canvass of returns.
35.07.090 Effect of disincorporation—Powers—Officers.
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Population determinations: Chapter 43.62 RCW.

RCW 35.07.001 Actions subject to review by boundary review
board. Actions taken under chapter 35.07 RCW may be subject to
potential review by a boundary review board under chapter 36.93 RCW.
[1989 c 84 s 26.]

RCW 35.07.010 Authority for disincorporation. Cities and towns
may disincorporate. [1994 ¢ 81 s 10; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.010. Prior:
1897 ¢ 69 s 1; RRS s 8914.]

RCW 35.07.020 Petition—Requisites. The petition for
disincorporation must be signed by a majority of the registered voters
thereof and filed with the city or town council. [1965 ¢ 7 s
35.07.020. Prior: 1897 ¢ 69 s 2, part; RRS s 8915, part.]
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RCW 35.07.040 Calling election—Receiver. The council shall
cause an election to be called upon the proposition of
disincorporation. If the city or town has any indebtedness or
outstanding liabilities, it shall order the election of a receiver at
the same time. [1997 ¢ 361 s 4; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.040. Prior: 1897 c
69 s 2, part; RRS s 8915, part.]

RCW 35.07.050 Notice of election. Notice of such election shall
be given. [2015 ¢ 53 s 21; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.050. Prior: 1897 c 69 s
3; RRS s 8916.]

RCW 35.07.060 Ballots. The ballots for the election shall be
printed at the expense of the municipality and there shall be printed
thereon the words "for dissolution" in one line and the words "against
dissolution" in another line and in other and separate lines, the
names of each of the lawfully nominated candidates for receiver. In
all other respects the ballots shall be in conformity with the law
regulating elections in such cities and towns. [1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.060.
Prior: 1897 ¢ 69 s 4; RRS s 8917.]

RCW 35.07.070 Conduct of election. The election shall be
conducted as other elections are required by law to be conducted in
the city or town except as in this chapter otherwise provided. [1965
c 7 s 35.07.070. Prior: 1897 c 69 s 5; RRS s 8918.]

Conduct of elections—Canvass: RCW 29A.60.010.

RCW 35.07.080 Canvass of returns. The result of the election,
together with the ballots cast, shall be certified by the canvassing
authority to the council which shall meet within one week thereafter
and shall declare the result which shall be made a matter of record in
the journal of the council proceedings. If the vote "For dissolution"
be a majority of the registered voters of such city or town voting at
such election, such corporation shall be deemed dissolved. [1965 ¢ 7
s 35.07.080. Prior: 1933 ¢ 128 s 1, part; 1897 c 69 s 6, part; Rem.
Supp. s8919, part.]

Canvassing returns, generally: Chapter 29A.60 RCW.

RCW 35.07.090 Effect of disincorporation—Powers—Officers. Upon
disincorporation of a city or town, its powers and privileges as such,
are surrendered to the state and it is absolved from any further duty
to the state or its own inhabitants and all the offices appertaining
thereto shall cease to exist immediately upon the entry of the result:
PROVIDED, That if a receiver is required, the officers shall continue
in the exercise of all their powers until a receiver has qualified as
such, and thereupon shall surrender to him or her all property, money,
vouchers, records and books of the city or town including those in any
manner pertaining to its business. [2009 c 549 s 2001; 1965 c 7 s
35.07.090. Prior: 1933 ¢ 128 s 1, part; 1897 c 69 s 6, part; RRS s
8919, part.]
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RCW 35.07.100 Effect of disincorporation—Existing contracts.
Disincorporation shall not impair the obligation of any contract. If
any franchise lawfully granted has not expired at the time of
disincorporation, the disincorporation does not impair any right
thereunder and does not imply any authority to interfere therewith to
any greater extent than the city or town might have, if it had
remained incorporated. [1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.100. Prior: 1897 c 69 s 18;
RRS s 8931.]

Obligations of contract shall not be impaired: State Constitution Art.
1 s 23.

RCW 35.07.110 Effect of disincorporation—Streets. Upon
disincorporation of a city or town, its streets and highways pass to
the control of the state and shall remain public highways until closed
in pursuance of law; and the territory embraced therein shall be made
into a new road district or annexed to adjoining districts as may be
ordered by the board of county commissioners of the county embracing
such city or town. [1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.110. Prior: 1897 c 69 s 17; RRS
s 8930.]

RCW 35.07.120 Receiver—Qualification—Bond. The receiver must
qualify within ten days after he or she has been declared elected, by
filing with the county auditor a bond equal in penalty to the audited
indebtedness and the established liabilities of the city or town with
sureties approved by the board of county commissioners, or if the
board is not in session, by the judge of the superior court of the
county. The bond shall run to the state and shall be conditioned for
the faithful performance of his or her duties as receiver and the
prompt payment in the order of their priority of all lawful claims
finally established as the funds come into his or her hands to
discharge them. The bond shall be filed with the county auditor and
shall be a public record and shall be for the benefit of every person
who may be injured by the receiver's failure to discharge his or her
duty. [2009 c 549 s 2002; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.120. Prior: 1897 c 69 s 7;
RRS s 8920.]

RCW 35.07.130 Elected receiver—Failure to qualify—Court to
appoint. If the person elected receiver fails to qualify as such
within the prescribed time, the council shall file in the superior
court of the county a petition setting forth the fact of the election,
its result and the failure of the person elected receiver to qualify
within the prescribed time and praying for the appointment of another
person as receiver. Notice of the filing of the petition and of the
time fixed for hearing thereon must be served upon the person elected
receiver at least three days before the time fixed for the hearing. If
he or she cannot be found within the county, no notice need be served,
and the court may proceed with full jurisdiction to determine the
matter upon the hearing. Unless good cause to the contrary is shown,
the court shall appoint some suitable person to act as receiver, who
shall qualify as required by RCW 35.07.120 within ten days from the
date of his or her appointment.
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If the council fails to procure the appointment of a receiver,
any person qualified to vote in the city or town may file such a
petition and make such application. [2009 ¢ 549 s 2003; 1965 ¢ 7 s
35.07.130. Prior: 1897 c 69 s 8; RRS s 8921.]

RCW 35.07.140 No receiver elected though indebtedness exists—
Procedure. If no receiver is elected upon the supposition that no
indebtedness existed and it transpires that the municipality does have
indebtedness or an outstanding liability, any interested person may
file a petition in the superior court asking for the appointment of a
receiver, and unless the indebtedness or liability is discharged, the
court shall appoint some suitable person to act as receiver who shall
qualify as required of any other receiver hereunder, within ten days
from the date of his or her appointment. [2009 ¢ 549 s 2004; 1965 c 7
s 35.07.140. Prior: 1897 c 69 s 15; RRS s 8928.]

RCW 35.07.150 Duties of receiver—Claims—Priority. The
receiver, upon qualifying, shall take possession of all the property,
money, vouchers, records and books of the former municipality
including those in any manner pertaining to its business and proceed
to wind up its affairs. He or she shall have authority to pay:

(1) All outstanding warrants and bonds in the order of their
maturity with due regard to the fund on which they are properly a
charge;

(2) All lawful claims against the corporation which have been
audited and allowed by the council;

(3) All lawful claims which may be presented to him or her within
the time limited by law for the presentation of such claims, but no
claim shall be allowed or paid which is not presented within six
months from the date of the disincorporation election;

(4) All claims that by final adjudication may come to be
established as lawful claims against the corporation.

As between warrants, bonds and other claims, their priority shall
be determined with regard to the fund on which they are properly a
charge. [2009 ¢ 549 s 2005; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.150. Prior: 1897 c 69 s
9; RRS s 8922.]

Accident claims, audits: Chapter 35.31 RCW, RCW 35.23.261.

RCW 35.07.160 Receiver may sue and be sued. The receiver shall
have the right to sue and be sued in all cases necessary or proper for
the purpose of winding up the affairs of the former city or town and
shall be subject to suit in all cases wherein the city or town might
have been sued, subject to the limitations provided in this chapter.
[1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.160. Prior: 1897 c 69 s 12; RRS s 8925.]

RCW 35.07.170 Receiver—Power to sell property. The receiver
shall be authorized to sell at public auction after such public notice
as the sheriff is required to give of like property sold on execution,
all the property of the former municipality except such as 1is
necessary for his or her use in winding up its affairs, and excepting
also such as has been dedicated to public use.
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Personal property shall be sold for cash.

Real property may be sold for all cash, or for one-half cash and
the remainder in deferred payments, the last payment not to be later
than one year from date of sale. Title shall not pass until all
deferred payments have been fully paid. [2009 c 549 s 2006; 1965 c 7
s 35.07.170. Prior: 1897 ¢ 69 s 10, part; RRS s 8923.]

RCW 35.07.180 Receiver—Power to levy taxes. In the same manner
and to the same extent as the proper authorities of the former city or
town could have done had it not been disincorporated, the receiver
shall be authorized to levy taxes on all taxable property, to receive
the taxes when collected and to apply them together with the proceeds
arising from sales to the extinguishment of the obligations of the
former city or town.

After all the lawful claims against the former city or town have
been paid excepting bonds not yet due, no levy greater than fifty
cents per thousand dollars of assessed value shall be made; nor shall
the levy be greater than sufficient to meet the accruing interest
until the bonds mature. [1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 195 s 11; 1965 ¢ 7 s
35.07.180. Prior: 1897 ¢ 69 s 10, part; RRS s 8923, part.]

Severability—Effective dates—Construction—1973 1lst ex.s. c 195:
See notes following RCW 84.52.043.

RCW 35.07.190 Receiver's compensation. The receiver shall be
entitled to deduct from any funds coming into his or her hands a
commission of six percent on the first thousand dollars, five percent
on the second thousand and four percent on any amount over two
thousand dollars as his or her full compensation exclusive of
necessary traveling expenses and necessary disbursements, but not
exclusive of attorney's fees. [2009 ¢ 549 s 2007; 1965 c 7 s
35.07.190. Prior: 1897 c 69 s 11; RRS s 8924.]

RCW 35.07.200 Receiver—Removal for cause. The receiver shall
proceed to wind up the affairs of the corporation with diligence and
for negligence or misconduct in the discharge of his or her duties may
be removed by the superior court upon a proper showing made by a
taxpayer of the former city or town or by an unsatisfied creditor
thereof. [2009 ¢ 549 s 2008; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.200. Prior: 1897 c 69 s
13, part; RRS s 8926, part.]

RCW 35.07.210 Receiver—Successive appointments. 1In the case of
removal, death, or resignation of a receiver, the court may appoint a
new receiver to take charge of the affairs of the former city or town.
[1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.210. Prior: 1897 ¢ 69 s 13, part; RRS s 8926, part.]

RCW 35.07.220 Receiver—Final account and discharge. Upon the
final payment of all lawful demands against the former city or town,
the receiver shall file a final account, together with all vouchers,
with the clerk of the superior court. Any funds remaining in his or
her hands shall be paid to the county treasurer for the use of the
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school district in which the former city or town was situated; and
thereupon the receivership shall be at an end. [2009 c 549 s 2009;
1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.220. Prior: 1897 c 69 s 14; RRS s 8927.]

RCW 35.07.225 Applicability of general receivership law. The
provisions of Title 7 RCW generally applicable to receivers and
receiverships do not apply to receivers elected or appointed under
this chapter. [2004 ¢ 165 s 43.]

Purpose—Captions not law—2004 c 165: See notes following RCW
7.60.005.

RCW 35.07.230 Involuntary dissolution of towns—Authorized. If
any town fails for two successive years to hold its regular municipal
election, or if the officers elected at the regular election of any
town fail for two successive years to qualify and the government of
the town ceases to function by reason thereof, the state auditor may
petition the superior court of the county for an order, dissolving the
town. In addition to stating the facts which would justify the entry
of such an order, the petition shall set forth a detailed statement of
the assets and liabilities of the town insofar as they can be
ascertained. [1995 ¢ 301 s 34; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.230. Prior: 1925
ex.s. ¢ 76 s 1; RRS s 8931-1.]

RCW 35.07.240 Involuntary dissolution of towns—Notice of
hearing. Upon the filing of a petition for the involuntary
dissolution of a town, the superior court shall enter an order fixing
the time for hearing thereon at a date not less than thirty days from
date of filing. The state auditor shall give notice of the hearing by
publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the county, once
a week for three successive weeks, and by posting in three public
places in the town, stating therein the purpose of the petition and
the date and place of hearing thereon. [1985 ¢ 469 s 18; 1965 ¢ 7 s
35.07.240. Prior: 1925 ex.s. ¢ 76 s 2; RRS s 8931-2.]

RCW 35.07.250 Involuntary dissolution of towns—Hearing. Any
person owning property in or qualified to vote in the town may appear
at the hearing and file written objections to the granting of the
petition. If the court finds that the town has failed for two
successive years to hold its regular municipal election or that its
officers elected at a regular election have failed to qualify for two
successive years thereby causing the government of the town to cease
to function, it shall enter an order for disincorporation of the town.
[1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.250. Prior: 1925 ex.s. ¢ 76 s 3, part; RRS s 8931-3,
part.]

RCW 35.07.260 Involuntary dissolution of towns—Alternative
forms of order. (1) If the court finds that the town has no
indebtedness and no assets, the order of dissolution shall be
effective forthwith.
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(2) If the court finds that the town has assets, but no
indebtedness or liabilities, it shall order a sale of the assets other
than cash by the sheriff in the manner provided by law for the sale of
property on execution. The proceeds of the sale together with any
money on hand in the treasury of the town, after deducting the costs
of the proceeding and sale, shall be paid into the county treasury and
placed to the credit of the school district in which the town is
located.

(3) If the court finds that the town has indebtedness or
liabilities and assets other than cash, it shall order the sale of the
assets as provided in subsection (2) hereof and that the proceeds
thereof and the cash on hand shall be applied to the payment of the
indebtedness and liabilities.

(4) If the court finds that the town has indebtedness or
liabilities, but no assets or that the assets are insufficient to pay
the indebtedness and liabilities, it shall order the board of county
commissioners to levy from year to year a tax on the taxable property
within the boundaries of the former town until the indebtedness and
liabilities are paid. All taxes delingquent at the date of dissolution
when collected shall be applied to the payment of the indebtedness and
liabilities. Any balance remaining from the collection of delinguent
taxes and taxes levied under order of the court, after payment of the
indebtedness and liabilities shall be placed to the credit of the
school district in which the town is located. [1965 ¢ 7 s 35.07.260.
Prior: 1925 ex.s. c 76 s 3, part; RRS s 8931-3, part.]
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Chapter 35.10 RCW

CONSOLIDATION AND ANNEXATION OF CITIES AND TOWNS

Actions subject to review by boundary review board.

Purpose.

"City" defined.

Methods for annexation.

Annexation—Canvass of wvotes.

Annexation—When effective—Ordinance.

Disposition of property and assets following consolidation
or annexation.

Assets and liabilities of component cities—Taxation to
pay claims.

Adoption of final budget and levy of property taxes.

Receipt of state funds.

Continuation of ordinances.

Unassumed indebtedness.

Cancellation, acquisition of franchise or permit for
operation of public service business in territory
annexed.

Annexation—Transfer of fire department employees.

Annexation—Transfer of fire department employees—Rights
and benefits.

Annexation—Transfer of fire department employees—Notice—
Time limitation.

Consolidation.

Consolidation—Submission of ballot proposal—Initiation
by resolution of legislative body.

Consolidation—Submission of ballot proposal—Initiation
by petition.

Consolidation—Form of government.

Consolidation—Assumption of general obligation
indebtedness.

Consolidation—Public meetings on proposal—Role of
boundary review board.

Consolidation—Ballot questions.

Consolidation—Canvass of votes.

Consolidation—Elections of officials—Effective date of
consolidation.

Consolidation—Name of city.

Consolidation—Costs of election and public meetings.

Consolidation—Transfer of fire department employees.

Consolidation—Transfer of fire department employees—
Rights and benefits.

Consolidation—Transfer of fire department employees—
Notice—Time limitation.

Consolidation—Wards.

Census to be conducted in decennial periods: State Constitution Art. 2

s 3.

Consolidation and annexation exempt from state environmental policy

act:

RCW 43.21C.225.
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Population determinations: Chapter 43.62 RCW.

Procedure to attack consolidation or annexation affecting a city of
the second class: RCW 35.23.545.

RCW 35.10.001 Actions subject to review by boundary review
board. Actions taken under chapter 35.10 RCW may be subject to
potential review by a boundary review board under chapter 36.93 RCW.
[1989 ¢ 84 s 27.]

RCW 35.10.203 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to
establish clear and uniform provisions of law governing the
consolidation of all types and classes of cities. [1985 ¢ 281 s 1.]

RCW 35.10.207 "City" defined. As used in this chapter, the term
"city" means any city or town. [1985 ¢ 281 s 2.]

RCW 35.10.217 Methods for annexation. The following methods are
available for the annexation of all or a part of a city or town to
another city or town:

(1) A petition for an election to vote upon the annexation, which
proposed annexation is approved by the legislative body of the city or
town from which the territory will be taken, may be submitted to the
legislative body of the city or town to which annexation is proposed.
An annexation under this subsection shall otherwise conform with the
requirements for and procedures of a petition and election method of
annexing unincorporated territory under chapter 35.13 RCW, except for
the requirement for the approval of the annexation by the city or town
from which the territory would be taken.

(2) The legislative body of a city or town may on its own
initiative by resolution indicate its desire to be annexed to a city
or town either in whole or in part, or the legislative body of a city
or town proposing to annex all or part of another city or town may
initiate the annexation by adopting a resolution indicating that
desire. In case such resolution is passed, such resolution shall be
transmitted to the other affected city or town. The annexation is
effective if the other city or town adopts a resolution concurring in
the annexation, unless the owners of property in the area proposed to
be annexed, equal in value to sixty percent or more of the assessed
valuation of the property in the area, protest the proposed annexation
in writing to the legislative body of the city or town proposing to
annex the area, within thirty days of the adoption of the second
resolution accepting the annexation. Notices of the public hearing at
which the second resolution is adopted shall be mailed to the owners
of the property within the area proposed to be annexed in the same
manner that notices of a hearing on a proposed local improvement
district are required to be mailed by a city or town as provided in
chapter 35.43 RCW. An annexation under this subsection shall be
potentially subject to review by a boundary review board or other
annexation review board after the adoption of the initial resolution,
and the second resolution may not be adopted until the proposed
annexation has been approved by the board.
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(3) The owners of property located in a city or town may petition
for annexation to another city or town. An annexation under this
subsection shall conform with the requirements for and procedures of a
direct petition method of annexing unincorporated territory, except
that the legislative body of the city or town from which the territory
would be taken must approve the annexation before it may proceed.

(4) All annexations under this section are subject to potential
review by the local boundary review board or annexation review board.
[1986 ¢ 253 s 1; 1985 ¢ 281 s 15; 1969 ex.s. c 89 s 4.]

RCW 35.10.240 Annexation—Canvass of votes. 1In all cases of
annexation, the county canvassing board or boards shall canvass the
votes cast thereat.

In an election on the question of the annexation of all or a part
of a city to another city, the votes cast in the city or portion
thereof to be annexed shall be canvassed, and if a majority of the
votes cast be in favor of annexation, the results shall be included in
a statement indicating the total number of votes cast.

A proposition for the assumption of indebtedness outside the
constitutional and/or statutory limits by the other city or cities in
which the indebtedness did not originate shall be deemed approved if a
majority of at least three-fifths of the voters of each city in which
the indebtedness did not originate votes in favor thereof, and the
number of persons voting on such proposition constitutes not less than
forty percent of the total number of votes cast in such cities in
which indebtedness did not originate at the last preceding general
election: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That if general obligation bond
indebtedness was incurred by action by the city legislative body, a
proposition for the assumption of such indebtedness by the other city
or cities in which such indebtedness did not originate shall be deemed
approved i1f a majority of the voters of each city in which such
indebtedness did not originate votes in favor thereof.

A duly certified copy of such statement of an annexation election
shall be filed with the legislative body of each of the cities
affected and recorded upon its minutes, and it shall be the duty of
the clerk, or other officer performing the duties of clerk, of each of
such legislative bodies, to transmit to the secretary of state and the
office of financial management a duly certified copy of the record of
such statement. [1985 ¢ 281 s 16; 1981 ¢ 157 s 1; 1973 1st ex.s. cC
195 s 12; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 89 s 7; 1967 ¢ 73 s 17; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.10.240.
Prior: 1929 ¢ 64 s 5; RRS s 8909-5. Formerly RCW 35.10.070.]

Severability—Effective dates—Construction—1973 1lst ex.s. c 195:
See notes following RCW 84.52.043.

Validating—1929 c 64: "That the attempted consolidation of two
or more contiguous municipal corporations pursuant to the provisions
of either chapter 167 of the Laws of 1927 or chapter 293 of the Laws
of 1927 be, and any such consolidation of any such cities or towns, 1is
hereby in all respects validated." [1929 c 64 s 16.]

Canvassing returns, generally: Chapter 29A.60 RCW.

Conduct of elections—Canvass: RCW 29A.60.010.
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RCW 35.10.265 Annexation—When effective—Ordinance. Immediately
after the filing of the statement of an annexation election, the
legislative body of the annexing city may, if it deems it wise or
expedient, adopt an ordinance providing for the annexation. Upon the
date fixed in the ordinance of annexation, the area annexed shall
become a part of the annexing city. The clerk of the annexing city
shall transmit a certified copy of this ordinance to the secretary of
state and the office of financial management. [1985 c 281 s 17; 1981
c 157 s 3; 1969 ex.s. c 89 s 10.]

RCW 35.10.300 Disposition of property and assets following
consolidation or annexation. Upon the consolidation of two or more
cities, or the annexation of any city to another city, as provided in
this chapter, the title to all property and assets owned by, or held
in trust for, such former city shall vest in such consolidated city,
or annexing city, as the case may be: PROVIDED, That if any such
former city, shall be indebted, the proceeds of the sale of any such
property and assets not required for the use of such consolidated
city, or annexing city, shall be applied to the payment of such
indebtedness, if any exist at the time of such sale. [1985 ¢ 281 s
18; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 89 s 12; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.10.300. Prior: 1929 c 64 s 11;
RRS s 8909-11. Formerly RCW 35.10.100 and 35.11.080, part.]

RCW 35.10.310 Assets and liabilities of component cities—
Taxation to pay claims. Such consolidation, or annexation, shall in
no wise affect or impair the validity of claim or chose in action
existing in favor of or against, any such former city so consolidated
or annexed, or any proceeding pending in relation thereto, but such
consolidated or annexing city shall collect such claims in favor of
such former cities, and shall apply the proceeds to the payment of any
just claims against them respectively, and shall when necessary levy
and collect taxes against the taxable property within any such former
city sufficient to pay all just claims against it. [1985 ¢ 281 s 19;
1969 ex.s. ¢ 89 s 13; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.10.310. Prior: 1929 c 64 s 12; RRS
s 8909-12. Formerly RCW 35.10.110, 35.10.130, part, and 35.11.080,
part.]

RCW 35.10.315 Adoption of final budget and levy of property
taxes. Upon the consolidation of two or more cities, or the
annexation of any city after March 1st and prior to the date of
adopting the final budget and levying the property tax dollar rate in
that year for the next calendar year, the legislative body of the
consolidated city or the annexing city is authorized to adopt the
final budget and to levy the property tax dollar rate for the
consolidated cities and any city annexed. [1985 ¢ 281 s 20; 1973 1st
ex.s. ¢ 195 s 13; 1969 ex.s. c 89 s 14.]

Severability—Effective dates—Construction—1973 1lst ex.s. c 195:
See notes following RCW 84.52.043.

RCW 35.10.317 Receipt of state funds. Upon the consolidation of
two or more cities, or the annexation of any city, the consolidated or
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annexing city shall receive all state funds to which the component
cities would have been entitled to receive during the year when such
consolidation or annexation became effective. [1985 ¢ 281 s 21; 1969
ex.s. ¢ 89 s 15.]

RCW 35.10.320 Continuation of ordinances. All ordinances in
force within any such former city or cities, at the time of
consolidation or annexation, not in conflict with the laws governing
the consolidated city, or with the ordinances of the former city
having the largest population, as shown by the last determination of
the office of financial management shall remain in full force and
effect until superseded or repealed by the legislative body of the
consolidated or annexing city, and shall be enforced by such city, but
all ordinances of such former cities, in conflict with such ordinances
shall be deemed repealed by, and from and after, such consolidation or
annexation, but nothing in this section shall be construed to
discharge any person from any liability, civil or criminal, for any
violation of any ordinance of such former city or cities incurred
prior to such consolidation or annexation. [1985 ¢ 281 s 22; 1981 c¢
157 s 4; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 89 s 16; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.10.320. Prior: 1929 c 64
s 13; RRS s 8909-13. Formerly RCW 35.10.120 and 35.11.080, part.]

RCW 35.10.331 Unassumed indebtedness. Unless indebtedness
approved by the voters, contracted, or incurred prior to the date of
consolidation or annexation as provided herein has been assumed by the
voters in the other city or cities in which such indebtedness did not
originate, such indebtedness continues to be the obligation of the
city in which it originated, and the legislative body of the
consolidated or annexing city shall continue to levy the necessary
taxes within the former city that incurred this indebtedness to
amortize such indebtedness. [1985 ¢ 281 s 23; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 89 s 17.]

RCW 35.10.350 Cancellation, acquisition of franchise or permit
for operation of public service business in territory annexed. See
RCW 35.13.280.

RCW 35.10.360 Annexation—Transfer of fire department employees.
(1) If any portion of a fire protection district is proposed for
annexation to or incorporation into a city, code city, or town, both
the fire protection district and the city, code city, or town shall
jointly inform the employees of the fire protection district about
hires, separations, terminations, and any other changes in employment
that are a direct consequence of annexation or incorporations at the
earliest reasonable opportunity.

(2) Upon the annexation of two or more cities or code cities, any
employee of the fire department of the former city or cities who (a)
was at the time of annexation employed exclusively or principally in
performing the powers, duties, and functions which are to be performed
by the fire department of the annexed city or code city, as the case
may be, (b) will, as a direct consequence of annexation, be separated
from the employ of the former city, code city or town, and (c) can
perform the duties and meet the minimum requirements of the position
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to be filled, then such employee may transfer employment to the fire
department of the annexing city, as provided in this section and RCW
35.10.365 and 35.10.370.

(3) For purposes of this section and RCW 35.10.365 and 35.10.370,
employee means an individual whose employment has been terminated
because of annexation by a city, code city or town. [2009 ¢ 60 s 1;
1986 ¢ 254 s 4.]

RCW 35.10.365 Annexation—Transfer of fire department employees—
Rights and benefits. (1) An eligible employee may transfer into the
civil service system of the annexing city, code city, or town by
filing a written request with the city, code city, or town civil
service commission. Upon receipt of the request by the civil service
commission, the transfer of employment must be made. The needed
employees shall be taken in order of seniority and the remaining
employees who transfer as provided in this section and RCW 35.10.360
and 35.10.370 shall head the 1list for employment in the civil service
system in order of their seniority, to the end that they shall be the
first to be reemployed in the city, code city, or town fire department
when appropriate positions become available: PROVIDED, That employees
who are not immediately hired by the city, code city, or town shall be
placed on a reemployment list for a period not to exceed thirty-six
months unless a longer period is authorized by an agreement reached
between the collective bargaining representatives of the employees of
the annexing and annexed fire agencies and the annexing and annexed
fire agencies.

(2) (a) Upon transfer, an employee is entitled to the employee
rights, benefits, and privileges to which he or she would have been
entitled as an employee of the fire protection district, including
rights to:

(i) Compensation at least equal to the level of compensation at
the time of transfer, unless the employee's rank and duties have been
reduced as a result of the transfer. If the transferring employee 1is
placed in a position with reduced rank and duties, the employee's
compensation may be adjusted, but the adjustment may not result in a
decrease of greater than fifty percent of the difference between the
employee's compensation before the transfer and the compensation level
for the position that the employee is transferred to;

(ii) Retirement, vacation, sick leave, and any other accrued
benefit;

(1ii) Promotion and service time accrual; and

(iv) The length or terms of probationary periods, including no
requirement for an additional probationary period if one had been
completed before the transfer date.

(b) (a) of this subsection does not apply if upon transfer an
agreement for different terms of transfer is reached between the
collective bargaining representatives of the transferring employees
and the participating fire protection Jjurisdictions.

(3) If upon transfer, the transferring employee receives the
rights, benefits, and privileges established under subsection
(2) (a) (1) through (iv) of this section, those rights, benefits, and
privileges are subject to collective bargaining at the end of the
current bargaining period for the jurisdiction to which the employee
has transferred.
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(4) Such bargaining must take into account the years of service
the transferring employee accumulated before the transfer and must be
treated as if those years of service occurred in the jurisdiction to
which the employee has transferred. [2009 ¢ 60 s 2; 1994 c 73 s 1;
1986 ¢ 254 s 5.]

Effective date—1994 ¢ 73: "This act is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state government and its existing public institutions,
and shall take effect immediately [March 23, 1994]." [1994 ¢ 73 s 6.]

RCW 35.10.370 Annexation—Transfer of fire department employees—
Notice—Time limitation. 1If, as a result of annexation of two or more
cities, or code cities any employee is laid off who is eligible to
transfer to the city, code city or town fire department under this
section and RCW 35.10.360 and 35.10.365 the fire department shall
notify the employee of the right to transfer and the employee shall
have ninety days to transfer employment to the annexing city or code
city fire department. [1986 c 254 s 6.]

RCW 35.10.400 Consolidation. Two or more contiguous cities
located in the same or different counties may consolidate into one
city by proceedings in conformity with the provisions of this chapter.
When cities are separated by water and/or tide or shore lands they
shall be deemed contiguous for all the purposes of this chapter and,
upon a consolidation of such cities under the provisions of this
chapter, any such intervening water and/or tide or shore lands shall
become a part of the consolidated city. The consolidated city shall
become a noncharter code city operating under Title 35A RCW. [1985 ¢
281 s 3.1

RCW 35.10.410 Consolidation—Submission of ballot proposal—
Initiation by resolution of legislative body. The submission of a
ballot proposal to the voters of two or more contiguous cities for the
consolidation of these contiguous cities may be caused by the adoption
of a joint resolution, by a majority vote of each city legislative
body, seeking consolidation of such contiguous cities. The joint
resolution shall provide for submission of the question to the voters
at the next general municipal election, if one is to be held more than
ninety days but not more than one hundred eighty days after the
passage of the joint resolution, or shall call for a special election
to be held for that purpose at the next special election date, as
specified in RCW 29A.04.330, that occurs ninety or more days after the
passage of the joint resolution. The legislative bodies of the cities
also shall notify the county legislative authority of each county in
which the cities are located of the proposed consolidation. [2015 ¢
53 s 22; 1985 c 281 s 4.]

RCW 35.10.420 Consolidation—Submission of ballot proposal—
Initiation by petition. The submission of a ballot proposal to the
voters of two or more contiguous cities for the consolidation of these
contiguous cities may also be caused by the filing of a petition with
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the legislative body of each such city, signed by the voters of each
city in number equal to not less than ten percent of voters who voted
in the city at the last general municipal election therein, seeking
consolidation of such contiguous cities. A copy of the petition shall
be forwarded immediately by each city to the auditor of the county or
counties within which that city is located.

The county auditor or auditors shall determine the sufficiency of
the signatures in each petition within ten days of receipt of the
copies and immediately notify the cities proposed to be consolidated
of the sufficiency. If each of the petitions is found to have
sufficient valid signatures, the auditor or auditors shall call a
special election at which the question of whether such cities shall
consolidate shall be submitted to the voters of each of such cities.
If a general election is to be held more than ninety days but not more
than one hundred eighty days after the filing of the last petition,
the question shall be submitted at that election. Otherwise the
question shall be submitted at a special election to be called for
that purpose at the next special election date, as specified in RCW
29A.04.330, that occurs ninety or more days after the date when the
last petition was filed.

If each of the petitions is found to have sufficient wvalid
signatures, the auditor or auditors also shall notify the county
legislative authority of each county in which the cities are located
of the proposed consolidation.

Petitions shall conform with the requirements for form prescribed
in RCW 35A.01.040, except different colored paper may be used on
petitions circulated in the different cities. A legal description of
the cities need not be included in the petitions. [2015 ¢ 53 s 23;
1995 ¢ 196 s 7; 1985 ¢ 281 s 5.]

RCW 35.10.430 Consolidation—Form of government. A joint
resolution or petition shall prescribe the form or plan of government
of the proposed consolidated city, or shall provide that a ballot
proposition to determine the form or plan of government shall be
submitted to the voters of the cities proposed to be consolidated. The
plans or forms of government include: Mayor/council, council/manager,
and commission. If a commission form or plan of government is
prescribed or chosen by the voters, the commission shall be subject to
chapter 35.17 RCW and the noncharter code city shall be assumed to
have had a commission plan or form of government prior to its becoming
a noncharter code city, as provided in RCW 35A.02.130. However, three
commissioners would be elected at the election provided in RCW
35.10.480. [1985 c 281 s 6.]

RCW 35.10.440 Consolidation—Assumption of general obligation
indebtedness. A joint resolution or a petition may contain a proposal
that a general obligation indebtedness of one or more of the cities
proposed to be consolidated shall be assumed by the proposed
consolidated city, in which event, the joint resolution or petition
shall specify the improvement or service for which such general
obligation indebtedness was incurred and state the amount of any such
indebtedness then outstanding and the rate of interest payable
thereon. [1985 ¢ 281 s 7.]
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RCW 35.10.450 Consolidation—Public meetings on proposal—Role of
boundary review board. The county legislative authority, or the
county legislative authorities jointly, shall set the date, time, and
place for one or more public meetings on the proposed consolidation,
and name a person or persons to chair the meetings. There shall be at
least one public meeting in each county in which one or more of the
cities proposed to be consolidated is located. A county legislative
authority may name the members of the boundary review board, if one
exists in the county, to chair one or more of the public meetings held
in that county. In addition to any meeting held by the county, a
boundary review board, if requested by a majority of the county
legislative authority, may hold a public meeting on proposed
consolidation of cities. The meeting shall be limited to receiving
comments and written materials from citizens and city officials on the
proposed consolidation of that portion of cities located in the county
which the boundary review board serves. The record and proceedings of
the boundary review board are supplemental and advisory to the
consolidation of cities. If a boundary review board meets pursuant to
this section, the boundary review board may include, as part of its
record, comments pertaining to the probable environmental impact of
the proposed consolidation. The record of the meeting and advisory
comments of the board, if any, must be filed with the county
legislative authority no later than twenty days before the date of the
election at which the question of consolidating the cities is
presented to the voters. The boundary review board shall not have any
authority or jurisdiction on city consolidations under chapter 36.93
RCW. A public meeting shall be held at each specified date, time, and
place. The public meetings of the county or the boundary review board
shall be held at least twenty but not more than forty-five days before
the date of the election at which the question of consolidating the
cities is presented to the voters.

At each public meeting, each city proposed to be consolidated
shall present testimony and written materials concerning the following
topics: (1) The rate or rates of property taxes imposed by the city,
and the purposes of these levies; (2) the excise taxes imposed by the
city, including the tax bases and rates; and (3) the indebtedness of
the city, including general indebtedness, both voter-approved and
nonvoter-approved, as well as the city's special indebtedness, such as
revenue bond indebtedness. Any interested person, including the
officials of the cities proposed to be consolidated, may present
information concerning the proposed consolidation and testify for or
against the proposed consolidations.

Notice of each public meeting shall be published by the county
within whose boundaries the public meeting is held in the normal
manner notices of county hearings are published. [1985 ¢ 281 s 8.]

RCW 35.10.460 Consolidation—Ballot questions. If a proposal

for assumption of indebtedness is to be submitted to the voters of a
city in which the indebtedness did not originate, the proposal shall
be separately stated and the ballots shall contain, as a separate
proposition to be voted on, the words "For Assumption of Indebtedness
to be paid by the levy of annual property taxes in excess of regular
property taxes" and "Against Assumption of Indebtedness to be paid by
the levy of annual property taxes in excess of regular property taxes"
or words equivalent thereto. If the question of the form or plan of
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government i1s to be submitted to the voters, the question shall be
separately stated and the ballots shall contain, as a separate
proposition to be voted on, the option of a voter to select one of the
three forms or plans of government. If the question of the name of the
proposed consolidated city is to be submitted to the voters, the
question shall be separately stated and the ballots shall contain, as
a separate proposition to be voted on, the option of a voter to select
one of the names of the proposed consolidated city. [1995 ¢ 196 s 1;
1985 ¢ 281 s 9.]

RCW 35.10.470 Consolidation—Canvass of votes. The county
canvassing board in each county involved shall canvass the returns in
each election. The votes cast in each of such cities shall be
canvassed separately, and the statement shall show the whole number of
votes cast, the number of votes cast in each city for consolidation,
and the number of votes cast in each city against such consolidation.
If a proposal for assumption or indebtedness was voted upon in a city
in which the indebtedness did not originate, the statement shall show
the number of votes cast in such a city for assumption of indebtedness
and the number of votes cast against assumption of indebtedness. If a
question of the form or plan of government was voted upon, the
statement shall show the number of votes cast in each city for each of
the optional forms or plans of government. If a name for the proposed
consolidated city was voted upon, the statement shall show the number
of votes cast in each city for each optional name. A certified copy of
such statement shall be filed with the legislative body of each of the
cities proposed to be consolidated.

If it appears from such statement of canvass that a majority of
the votes cast in each of the cities were in favor of consolidation,
the consolidation shall be authorized and shall be effective when the
newly elected legislative body members assume office, as provided in
RCW 35.10.480.

If a question of the form or plan of government was voted upon,
that form or plan receiving the greatest combined number of votes
shall become the form or plan of government for the consolidated city.
If two or three of the forms or plans of government received the same
highest number of votes, the form or plan of government shall be
chosen by lot between those receiving the same highest number, where
the mayor of the largest of the cities proposed to be consolidated
draws the lot at a public meeting.

If a proposition to assume indebtedness was submitted to voters
of a city in which the indebtedness did not originate, the proposition
shall be deemed approved if approved by a majority of at least three-
fifths of the voters of the city, and the number of persons voting on
the proposition constitutes not less than forty percent of the number
of votes cast in the city at the last preceding general election.
Approval of the proposition authorizes annual property taxes to be
levied on the property within the city in which the indebtedness did
not originate that are in excess of regular property taxes. However,
if the general indebtedness in question was incurred by action of a
city legislative body, a proposition for assuming the indebtedness
need only be approved by a simple majority vote of the voters of the
city in which such indebtedness did not originate.

If a question of the name of the proposed consolidated city was
voted upon, that name receiving the greatest combined number of votes
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shall become the name of the consolidated city. If two proposed names
receive the same number of votes, the name shall be chosen by lot,
where the mayor of the largest of the cities proposed to be
consolidated draws the lot at a public meeting. [1995 ¢ 196 s 2; 1985
c 281 s 10.]

RCW 35.10.480 Consolidation—Elections of officials—Effective
date of consolidation. If the voters of each of the cities proposed
to consolidate approve the consolidation, elections to nominate and
elect the elected officials of the consolidated city shall be held at
times specified in RCW 35A.02.050. If the joint resolution or the
petitions prescribe that councilmembers of the consolidated city shall
be elected from wards, then the councilmembers shall be elected from
wards under RCW 35A.12.180. Terms shall be established as if the city
is initially incorporating.

The newly elected officials shall take office immediately upon
their qualification. The effective date of the consolidation shall be
when a majority of the newly elected members of the legislative body
assume office. The clerk of the newly consolidated city shall transmit
a duly certified copy of an abstract of the votes to authorize the
consolidation and of the election of the newly elected city officials
to the secretary of state and the office of financial management.
[1995 ¢ 196 s 3; 1985 c 281 s 11.]

RCW 35.10.490 Consolidation—Name of city. A joint resolution
or the petitions may prescribe the name of the proposed consolidated
city or may provide that a ballot proposition to determine the name of
the proposed consolidated city be submitted to the voters of the
cities proposed to be consolidated. If two alternative names are
submitted, the name receiving the simple majority vote of the voters
voting on the question shall become the name of the consolidated city.
If the name for the proposed consolidated city is not prescribed by
the joint resolution or petition, or a proposition on the name is not
submitted to the voters of the cities proposed to be consolidated,
then the newly consolidated city shall be known as the city
of . . . . . . (listing the names of the cities that were consolidated
in alphabetical order). The legislative body of the newly consolidated
city may present another name or two names for the newly consolidated
city to the city voters for their approval or rejection at the next
municipal general election held after the effective date of the
consolidation. If only one alternative name is submitted, this
alternative name shall become the name of the consolidated city if
approved by a simple majority vote of the voters voting on the
question. If two alternative names are submitted, the name receiving
the simple majority vote of the voters voting on the question shall
become the name of the consolidated city. [1995 ¢ 196 s 4; 1985 c 281
s 12.]

RCW 35.10.500 Consolidation—Costs of election and public
meetings. If consolidation is authorized, the costs of such election
and the public meetings shall be borne by the city formed by such
consolidation. If the consolidation is not authorized, the costs of
election and the public meetings shall be borne proportionately by
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each city affected, in that ratio in which the number of inhabitants
residing in the total area in which the election was held, as shown by
the figures released at the most recent state or federal census or by
a determination of the office of financial management. [1985 ¢ 281 s
13.]

RCW 35.10.510 Consolidation—Transfer of fire department
employees. Upon the consolidation of two or more cities or code
cities, any employee of the fire department of the former city or
cities who (1) was at the time of consolidation employed exclusively
or principally in performing the powers, duties, and functions which
are to be performed by the fire department of the consolidated city or
code city, as the case may be, (2) will, as a direct consequence of
consolidation, be separated from the employ of the former city, code
city or town, and (3) can perform the duties and meet the minimum
requirements of the position to be filled, then such employee may
transfer employment to the fire department of the consolidated city,
as provided in this section and RCW 35.10.520 and 35.10.530.

For purposes of this section and RCW 35.10.520 and 35.10.530,
employee means an individual whose employment has been terminated
because of a consolidation of two or more cities, code cities or
towns. [1986 ¢ 254 s 1.]

Effective date—Legislative study—1986 c 254 ss 1-3: "Sections 1
through 3 of this act shall take effect July 1, 1987. The appropriate
committees of the senate and house of representatives shall conduct a
study of the transfer rights of employees during the consolidation of
cities and code cities and make recommendations to the legislature at
the start of the 1987 legislative session." [1986 ¢ 254 s 16.]

RCW 35.10.520 Consolidation—Transfer of fire department
employees—Rights and benefits. (1) An eligible employee may transfer
into the civil service system of the consolidated city or code city by
filing a written request with the civil service commission of the
consolidated city. Upon receipt of such request by the civil service
commission the transfer of employment shall be made. The employee so
transferring will (a) be on probation for the same period as are new
employees in the position filled, but if the transferring employee has
already completed a probationary period as a firefighter prior to the
transfer, then the employee may only be terminated during the
probationary period for failure to adequately perform assigned duties,
not meeting the minimum gqualifications of the position, or behavior
that would otherwise be subject to disciplinary action, (b) be
eligible for promotion no later than after completion of the
probationary period, (c) receive a salary at least equal to that of
other new employees in the position filled, and (d) in all other
matters, such as retirement, sick leave, and vacation, have, within
the city or code city civil service system, all the rights, benefits,
and privileges to which he or she would have been entitled as a member
of the consolidated city fire department from the beginning of his or
her employment with the former city or code city fire department:
PROVIDED, That for purposes of layoffs by the consolidated city or
code city, only the time of service accrued with the consolidated city
or code city shall apply unless an agreement is reached between the
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collective bargaining representatives of the employees of the
consolidating fire agencies and consolidated agencies and the
consolidating and consolidated fire agencies. A record of the
employee's service with the former city or code city fire department
shall be transmitted to the applicable civil service commission and
shall be credited to such employee as a part of the period of
employment in the consolidated city fire department. All accrued
benefits are transferable provided that the recipient agency provides
comparable benefits. All benefits shall then accrue based on the
combined seniority of each employee in the recipient agency.

(2) As many of the transferring employees shall be placed upon
the payroll of the consolidated city or code city fire department as
the department determines are needed to provide services. These needed
employees shall be taken in order of greatest seniority from any of
the seniority lists of the consolidating city or code city and the
remaining employees who transfer as provided in this section and RCW
35.10.510 and 35.10.530 shall head the list for employment in the
civil service system in order of their seniority, to the end that they
shall be the first to be reemployed in the fire department when
appropriate positions become available: PROVIDED, That employees who
are not immediately hired by the city, code city, or town shall be
placed on a reemployment list for a period not to exceed thirty-six
months unless a longer period is authorized by an agreement reached
between the collective bargaining representatives of the employees of
the consolidating fire agencies and consolidated fire agency and the
consolidating and consolidated fire agencies.

(3) The consolidated city or code city shall retain the right to
select the fire chief and assistant fire chiefs regardless of
seniority. [1994 ¢ 73 s 2; 1986 c 254 s 2.]

Effective date—1994 ¢ 73: See note following RCW 35.10.365.

Effective date—Legislative study—1986 c 254 ss 1-3: See note
following RCW 35.10.510.

RCW 35.10.530 Consolidation—Transfer of fire department
employees—Notice—Time limitation. If, as a result of consolidation
of two or more cities, or code cities, any employee is laid off who is
eligible to transfer to the city fire department pursuant to this
section and RCW 35.10.510 and 35.10.520, the city fire department
shall notify the employee of the right to so transfer and the employee
shall have ninety days to transfer employment to the consolidating
city, or code city fire department. [1986 ¢ 254 s 3.]

Effective date—Legislative study—1986 c 254 ss 1-3: See note
following RCW 35.10.510.

RCW 35.10.550 Consolidation—Wards. Unless a commission form of
government is prescribed or submitted to the voters under RCW
35.10.430, a joint resolution or petition may prescribe that wards be
used to elect the councilmembers of the consolidated city. The joint
resolution or petition must contain a map of the proposed consolidated
city that clearly delineates the boundaries of each ward. Each ward in
the proposed consolidated city shall contain approximately the same
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population. To the greatest extent possible, the integrity of the
boundaries of the cities that are proposed to be consolidated shall be
respected when the wards are drawn so that the territory within each
city is: (1) Included within the fewest number of wards, to the extent
the city has a population that is greater than the maximum population
established for each ward; or (2) included wholly within one ward, to
the extent the city has a population that is equal to or less than the
maximum population established for each ward. After the election
specified in RCW 35.10.480, election wards may be modified in the
manner specified in RCW 35A.12.180. [1995 ¢ 196 s 6.]

Certified on 7/12/2024 Combined Chapter 35.10 RCW Page 14



Sections

35.
35.
35.
35.

35.

35.
35.
35.

35.
35.
35.
35.

35.

35.

35.

35.
35.

35.
35.
35.
35.
35.
35.
35.
35.
35.
35.
35.

35.

13.
13.
13.
13.

13.

13.
13.
13.

13.
13.
13.
13.

13.

13.

13.

13.
13.

13.
13.
13.
13.
13.
13.
13.
13.
13.
13.
13.

13.

001
005
010
015

020

030
040
050

060
070
080
090

095

100

110

120
125

130
140
150
160
170
171
172
173
174
176

177

178

Chapter 35.13 RCW
ANNEXATION OF UNINCORPORATED AREAS

Actions subject to review by boundary review board.
Annexations beyond urban growth areas prohibited.
Authority for annexation.

Election method—Resolution for election—Contents of
resolution.

Election method—Petition for election—Signers—Rate of
assessment in annexed area—Comprehensive plan—Filing
and approval—Costs.

Election method—Petition for election—Content.

Election method—Hearing—Notice.

Election method—Petition or resolution for election—
Others covering same area barred from consideration,
withdrawal.

Election method—Fixing date of election.

Election method—Conduct of election.

Election method—Notice of election.

Election method—Vote required—Proposition for
assumption of indebtedness—Certification.

Election method—Vote required for annexation with
assumption of indebtedness—Without assumption of
indebtedness.

Election method—Ordinances required upon voter approval
—Assumption of indebtedness.

Election method—Effective date of annexation or
annexation and comprehensive plan—Taxation of area
annexed.

Election method is alternative.

Direct petition method—Commencement of proceedings—
Notice to legislative body—Meeting—Assumption of
indebtedness—Comprehensive plan.

Direct petition method—Petition—Signers—Content.

Direct petition method—Notice of hearing.

Direct petition method—Ordinance providing for
annexation.

Direct petition method—Effective date of annexation or
annexation and comprehensive plan—Assessment, taxation
of territory annexed.

Direct petition method is alternative.

Review board—Convening—Composition.

When review procedure may be dispensed with.

Determination by review board—Factors considered—Filing
of findings.

Date for annexation election if review board's
determination favorable.

Territory subject to annexation proposal—When annexation
by another city or incorporation allowed.

Comprehensive land use plan for area to be annexed—
Contents—Purpose.

Comprehensive land use plan for area to be annexed—
Hearings on proposed plan—Notice—Filing.
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35.13.180 Annexation for municipal purposes.

35.13.182 Annexation of unincorporated island of territory—
Resolution—Notice of hearing.

35.13.1821 Annexation of unincorporated island of territory—
Referendum—Election.

35.13.1822 Annexation of unincorporated island of territory—Notice,
hearing.

35.13.185 Annexation of federal areas by first-class city.

35.13.190 Annexation of federal areas by second-class cities and
towns.

35.13.200 Annexation of federal areas by second-class cities and
towns—Annexation ordinance—Provisions.

35.13.210 Annexation of federal areas by second-class cities and
towns—Authority over annexed territory.

35.13.215 Annexation of fire districts—Transfer of employees.

35.13.225 Annexation of fire districts—Transfer of employees—
Rights and benefits.

35.13.235 Annexation of fire districts—Transfer of employees—
Notice—Time limitation.

35.13.238 Annexation of territory served by fire districts,

interlocal agreement process—Annexation of fire
districts, transfer of employees.

35.13.249 Annexation of fire districts—Ownership of assets of fire
protection district—Outstanding indebtedness not
affected.

35.13.252 Fire protection and safety in proposed annexed territory
—Report request.

35.13.256 Fire protection services—Benefit charge—Resolution—
Exemptions—Definitions.

35.13.260 Determining population of annexed territory—Certificate
—As basis for allocation of state funds—Revised
certificate.

35.13.270 Taxes collected in annexed territory—Notification of
annexation.

35.13.280 Cancellation, acquisition of franchise or permit for

operation of public service business in territory
annexed—Regulation of solid waste collection.

35.13.290 When right-of-way may be included—Use of right-of-way
line as corporate boundary.

35.13.300 Boundary line adjustment—Purpose—Definition.

35.13.310 Boundary line adjustment—Agreement—Not subject to
review.

35.13.320 Boundary line adjustment—When adjustment required—
Limitation—Not subject to review.

35.13.330 Boundary line adjustment—Agreement pending incorporation
—Limitation—Not subject to review.

35.13.340 Boundary line adjustment—Inclusion or exclusion of
remaining portion of parcel—When subject to review—
Definition.

35.13.350 Providing annexation information to public.

35.13.360 Transfer of county sheriff's employees—Purpose.

35.13.370 Transfer of county sheriff's employees—When authorized.

35.13.380 Transfer of county sheriff's employees—Conditions,
limitations.

Certified on 7/12/2024 Combined Chapter 35.13 RCW Page 2



35.13.390 Transfer of county sheriff's employees—Rules.

35.13.400 Transfer of county sheriff's employees—Notification of
right to transfer—Time for filing transfer request.
35.13.410 Alternative direct petition method—Commencement of

proceedings—Notice to legislative body—Meeting—
Assumption of indebtedness—Comprehensive plan.

35.13.420 Alternative direct petition method—Petition—Signers—
Content.

35.13.430 Alternative direct petition method—Notice of hearing.

35.13.440 Alternative direct petition method—Ordinance providing
for annexation.

35.13.450 Alternative direct petition method—Effective date of

annexation and comprehensive plan—Assessment, taxation
of territory annexed.

35.13.460 Alternative direct petition method—Method is
alternative.
35.13.470 Annexation of territory within urban growth areas—

Interlocal agreement—Public hearing—Ordinance
providing for annexation.

35.13.480 Annexation of territory within urban growth areas—County
may initiate process with other cities or towns—
Interlocal agreement—Public hearing—Ordinance—
Referendum—Election, when necessary.

35.13.490 Annexation of territory used for an agricultural fair.

35.13.500 Annexation of territory within regional transit
authorities.

35.13.900 Application of chapter to annexations involving water or

sewer service.

Annexation of fire protection district territory: RCW 35.02.190
through 35.02.205.

Consolidation and annexation of cities and towns: Chapter 35.10 RCW.

Local governmental organizations, actions affecting boundaries, review
by boundary review board: Chapter 36.93 RCW.

Population determinations: Chapter 43.62 RCW.

Procedure to attack consolidation or annexation affecting a city of
the second class: RCW 35.23.545.

Provisions relating to city annexation review boards not applicable
where boundary review board created: RCW 36.93.220.

RCW 35.13.001 Actions subject to review by boundary review
board. Actions taken under chapter 35.13 RCW may be subject to
potential review by a boundary review board under chapter 36.93 RCW.
[1989 ¢ 84 s 28.]

RCW 35.13.005 Annexations beyond urban growth areas prohibited.
No city or town located in a county in which urban growth areas have
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been designated under RCW 36.70A.110 may annex territory beyond an
urban growth area. [1990 1st ex.s. c 17 s 30.]

Severability—Part, section headings not law—1990 1lst ex.s. c 17:
See RCW 36.70A.900 and 36.70A.901.

RCW 35.13.010 Authority for annexation. Any portion of a county
not incorporated as part of a city or town but lying contiguous
thereto may become a part of the city or town by annexation. An area
proposed to be annexed to a city or town shall be deemed contiguous
thereto even though separated by water or tide or shore lands on which
no bona fide residence is maintained by any person. [2009 ¢ 402 s 2;
1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.010. Prior: 1959 ¢ 311 s 1; prior: (i) 1937 c 110 s
1; 1907 ¢ 245 s 1; RRS s 8896. (ii) 1945 c 128 s 1; Rem. Supp. 1945 s
8909-10.]

Intent—2009 ¢ 402: See note following RCW 35.13.490.

Validation of certain incorporations and annexations—Municipal
corporations of the fourth class—1961 ex.s. c 16: See note following
RCW 35.21.010.

RCW 35.13.015 Election method—Resolution for election—Contents
of resolution. 1In addition to the method prescribed by RCW 35.13.020
for the commencement of annexation proceedings, the legislative body
of any city or town may, whenever it shall determine by resolution
that the best interests and general welfare of such city or town would
be served by the annexation of unincorporated territory contiguous to
such city or town, file a certified copy of the resolution with the
board of county commissioners of the county in which said territory is
located. The resolution of the city or town initiating such election
shall, subject to RCW 35.02.170, describe the boundaries of the area
to be annexed, as nearly as may be state the number of voters residing
therein, pray for the calling of an election to be held among the
qualified voters therein upon the question of annexation, and provide
that said city or town will pay the cost of the annexation election.
The resolution may require that there also be submitted to the
electorate of the territory sought to be annexed a proposition that
all property within the area annexed shall, upon annexation, be
assessed and taxed at the same rate and on the same basis as the
property of such annexing city or town is assessed and taxed to pay
for all or any portion of the then outstanding indebtedness of the
city or town to which said area is annexed, approved by the voters,
contracted, or incurred prior to, or existing at, the date of
annexation. Whenever a city or town has prepared and filed a
comprehensive plan for the area to be annexed as provided for in RCW
35.13.177 and 35.13.178, the resolution initiating the election may
also provide for the simultaneous adoption of the comprehensive plan
upon approval of annexation by the electorate of the area to be
annexed. [2022 ¢ 26 s 2; 1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 220 s 6; 1973 1st ex.s. c
164 s 2; 1970 ex.s. ¢ 52 s 6; 1967 ¢ 73 s 7; 1965 ex.s. c 88 s 3; 1965
c 7 s 35.13.015. Prior: 1961 c 282 s 1.]
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Legislative finding, intent—1975 1lst ex.s. c 220: See note
following RCW 35.02.170.

RCW 35.13.020 Election method—Petition for election—Signers—
Rate of assessment in annexed area—Comprehensive plan—Filing and
approval—Costs. A petition for an election to vote upon the
annexation of a portion of a county to a contiguous city or town
signed by qualified voters resident in the area equal in number to
twenty percent of the votes cast at the last election may be filed in
the office of the board of county commissioners. The petition shall be
filed with the legislative body of the city or town to which the
annexation is proposed, and such legislative body shall, by resolution
entered within sixty days from the date of presentation, notify the
petitioners, either by mail or by publication in the same manner
notice of hearing is required by RCW 35.13.040 to be published, of its
approval or rejection of the proposed action. In approving the
proposed action, the legislative body may require that there also be
submitted to the electorate of the territory to be annexed, a
proposition that all property within the area to be annexed shall,
upon annexation be assessed and taxed at the same rate and on the same
basis as the property of such annexing city or town is assessed and
taxed to pay for all or any portion of the then outstanding
indebtedness of the city or town to which said area is annexed,
approved by the voters, contracted, or incurred prior to, or existing
at, the date of annexation. Only after the legislative body has
completed preparation and filing of a comprehensive plan for the area
to be annexed as provided for in RCW 35.13.177 and 35.13.178, the
legislative body in approving the proposed action, may require that
the comprehensive plan be simultaneously adopted upon approval of
annexation by the electorate of the area to be annexed. The approval
of the legislative body shall be a condition precedent to the filing
of such petition with the board of county commissioners as hereinafter
provided. The costs of conducting such election shall be a charge
against the city or town concerned. The proposition or questions
provided for in this section may be submitted to the voters either
separately or as a single proposition. [2022 ¢ 26 s 3; 1981 ¢ 332 s
3; 1973 1st ex.s. c 164 s 3; 1967 ¢ 73 s 8; 1965 ex.s. c 88 s 4; 1965
c 7 s 35.13.020. Prior: 1961 c 282 s 7; prior: 1951 c 248 s 6; 1907 c¢
245 s 2, part; RRS s 8897, part.]

RCW 35.13.030 Election method—Petition for election—Content. A
petition filed with the county commissioners to call an annexation
election shall, subject to RCW 35.02.170, particularly describe the
boundaries of the area proposed to be annexed, state the number of
voters residing therein as nearly as may be, state the provisions, if
any there be, relating to assumption of debt by the owners of property
of the area proposed to be annexed, and/or the simultaneous adoption
of a comprehensive plan for the area proposed to be annexed, and shall
pray for the calling of an election to be held among the qualified
voters therein upon the question of annexation. [2022 ¢ 26 s 4; 1975
1st ex.s. ¢ 220 s 7; 1967 ¢ 73 s 9; 1965 ex.s. c 88 s 5; 1965 c 7 s
35.13.030. Prior: 1961 c 282 s 8; prior: 1907 c 245 s 2, part; RRS s
8897, part.]
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Legislative finding, intent—1975 1lst ex.s. c 220: See note
following RCW 35.02.170.

RCW 35.13.040 Election method—Hearing—Notice. Upon the filing
of approval by the review board of a twenty percent annexation
petition under the election method to call an annexation election, the
board of county commissioners at its next meeting shall fix a date for
hearing thereon to be held not less than two weeks nor more than four
weeks thereafter, of which hearing the petitioners must give notice by
publication once each week at least two weeks prior thereto in some
newspaper of general circulation in the area proposed to be annexed.
Upon the day fixed, the board shall hear the petition, and if it
complies with the requirements of law and has been approved by the
review board, shall grant it. The hearing may be continued from time
to time for an aggregate period not exceeding two weeks. [1973 1st
ex.s. ¢ 164 s 4; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.040. Prior: 1961 c 282 s 9; prior:
1907 ¢ 245 s 2, part; RRS s 8897, part.]

RCW 35.13.050 Election method—Petition or resolution for
election—Others covering same area barred from consideration,
withdrawal. After the filing with the board of county commissioners
of a petition or resolution pursuant to RCW 35.13.015 to call an
annexation election, pending the hearing under the twenty percent
annexation petition under the election method and pending the election
to be called thereunder, the board of county commissioners shall not
consider any other petition or resolution involving any portion of the
territory embraced therein: PROVIDED, That the petition or resolution
may be withdrawn or a new petition or resolution embracing other or
different boundaries substituted therefor by a majority of the signers
thereof, or in the case of a resolution, by the legislative body of
the city or town, and the same proceeding shall be taken as in the
case of an original petition or resolution. [1973 1st ex.s. c 164 s
5; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.050. Prior: 1961 c 282 s 10; prior: 1907 c 245 s
2, part; RRS s 8897, part.]

RCW 35.13.060 Election method—Fixing date of election. Upon
granting the petition under the twenty percent annexation petition
under the election method, and after the auditor has certified the
petition as being sufficient, the legislative body of the city or town
shall indicate to the county auditor its preference for the date of
the election on the annexation to be held, which shall be one of the
dates for special elections provided under RCW 29A.04.330 that is
sixty or more days after the date the preference is indicated. The
county auditor shall call the special election at the special election
date indicated by the city or town. [2015 ¢ 53 s 24; 1989 c 351 s 2;
1973 1st ex.s. c 164 s 6; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.060. Prior: 1961 c 282 s
12; prior: 1907 c¢ 245 s 3, part; RRS s 8898, part.]

Election method, date for annexation election if review board's
determination favorable: RCwW 35.13.174.
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RCW 35.13.070 Election method—Conduct of election. An
annexation election shall be held in accordance with the general
election laws of the state, and only registered voters who have
resided in the area proposed to be annexed for ninety days immediately
preceding the election shall be allowed to vote therein. [1965 c 7 s
35.13.070. Prior: 1961 c 282 s 15; prior: 1907 c 245 s 4, part; RRS s
8899, part.]

Conduct of elections: RCW 29A.60.010.

RCW 35.13.080 Election method—Notice of election. Notice of an
annexation election shall particularly describe the boundaries of the
area proposed to be annexed, state the objects of the election as
prayed in the petition or as stated in the resolution and require the
voters to cast ballots which shall contain the words "For annexation"
and "Against annexation" or words equivalent thereto, or contain the
words "For annexation and adoption of comprehensive plan" and "Against
annexation and adoption of comprehensive plan" or words equivalent
thereto in case the simultaneous adoption of a comprehensive plan is
proposed, and which in case the assumption of indebtedness is
proposed, shall contain as a separate proposition, the words "For
assumption of indebtedness" and "Against assumption of indebtedness"
or words equivalent thereto and if only a portion of the indebtedness
of the annexing city or town is to be assumed, an appropriate separate
proposition for and against the assumption of such portion of the
indebtedness shall be submitted to the voters. The notice shall be
posted for at least two weeks prior to the date of election in four
public places within the area proposed to be annexed and published in
accordance with the notice required by RCW 29A.52.355 prior to the
date of election in a newspaper of general circulation in the area
proposed to be annexed. [2022 ¢ 26 s 5; 2015 ¢ 53 s 25; 1973 1st
ex.s. ¢ 164 s 7; 1967 ¢ 73 s 10; 1965 ex.s. c 88 s 6; 1965 c 7 s
35.13.080. Prior: 1961 c 282 s 13; prior: 1907 c 245 s 3, part; RRS s
8898, part.]

RCW 35.13.090 Election method—Vote required—Proposition for
assumption of indebtedness—Certification. (1) The proposition for or
against annexation or for or against annexation and adoption of the
comprehensive plan shall be deemed approved if a majority of the votes
cast on that proposition are cast in favor of annexation or in favor
of annexation and adoption of the comprehensive plan.

(2) If a proposition for or against assumption of all or any
portion of indebtedness was submitted to the registered voters, it
shall be deemed approved if a majority of at least three-fifths of the
registered voters of the territory proposed to be annexed voting on
such proposition vote in favor thereof, and the number of registered
voters voting on such proposition constitutes not less than forty
percent of the total number of votes cast in such territory at the
last preceding general election.

(3) If either or both propositions were approved by the
registered voters, the county auditor shall on completion of the
canvassing of the returns transmit to the county legislative authority
and to the clerk of the city or town to which annexation is proposed a
certificate of the election results, together with a certified
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abstract of the vote showing the whole number who voted at the
election, and the number of votes cast for annexation and the number
cast against annexation or for annexation and adoption of the
comprehensive plan and the number cast against annexation and adoption
of the comprehensive plan.

(4) If a proposition for assumption of all or of any portion of
indebtedness was submitted to the registered voters, the abstract
shall include the number of votes cast for assumption of indebtedness
and the number of votes cast against assumption of indebtedness,
together with a statement of the total number of votes cast in such
territory at the last preceding general election. [2022 ¢ 26 s 63
2015 ¢ 53 s 26; 1996 c 286 s 1; 1973 1lst ex.s. c 164 s 8; 1967 c 73 s
11; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 88 s 7; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.090. Prior: 1961 c 282 s 16;
prior: 1907 c 245 s 4, part; RRS s 8899, part.]

RCW 35.13.095 Election method—Vote required for annexation with
assumption of indebtedness—Without assumption of indebtedness. A
city or town may cause a proposition authorizing an area to be annexed
to the city or town to be submitted to the qualified voters of the
area proposed to be annexed in the same ballot proposition as the
question to authorize an assumption of indebtedness. If the measures
are combined, the annexation and the assumption of indebtedness shall
be authorized only if the proposition is approved by at least three-
fifths of the voters of the area proposed to be annexed voting on the
proposition, and the number of persons voting on the proposition
constitutes not less than forty percent of the total number of votes
cast in the area at the last preceding general election.

However, the city or town council may adopt a resolution
accepting the annexation, without the assumption of indebtedness,
where the combined ballot proposition is approved by a simple majority
vote of the voters voting on the proposition. [1989 ¢ 84 s 22.]

RCW 35.13.100 Election method—Ordinances required upon voter
approval—Assumption of indebtedness. If a proposition relating to
annexation or annexation and adoption of the comprehensive plan was
submitted to the voters and such proposition was approved, the
legislative body shall adopt an ordinance providing for the annexation
or adopt ordinances providing for the annexation and adoption of the
comprehensive plan. If a proposition for annexation or annexation and
adoption of the comprehensive plan and a proposition for assumption of
all or of any portion of indebtedness were both submitted, and were
approved, the legislative body shall adopt an ordinance providing for
the annexation or annexation and adoption of the comprehensive plan
including the assumption of all or of any portion of indebtedness. If
the propositions were submitted and only the annexation or annexation
and adoption of the comprehensive plan proposition was approved, the
legislative body may, if it deems it wise or expedient, adopt an
ordinance providing for the annexation or adopt ordinances providing
for the annexation and adoption of the comprehensive plan. [2022 c 26
s 7; 1996 c 286 s 2; 1973 1st ex.s. c 164 s 9; 1967 c 73 s 12; 1965
ex.s. ¢ 88 s 8; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.100. Prior: 1961 c 282 s 17; 1957 c
239 s 2; prior: 1907 ¢ 245 s 5, part; RRS s 8900, part.]
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RCW 35.13.110 Election method—Effective date of annexation or
annexation and comprehensive plan—Taxation of area annexed. Upon the
date fixed in the ordinance of annexation, the area annexed shall
become a part of the city or town. Upon the date fixed in the
ordinances of annexation and adoption of the comprehensive plan, the
area annexed shall become a part of the city or town and property in
the annexed area shall be subject to and a part of the comprehensive
plan, as prepared and filed as provided for in RCW 35.13.177 and
35.13.178. All property within the territory hereafter annexed shall,
if the proposition approved by the people so provides after June 12,
1957, be assessed and taxed at the same rate and on the same basis as
the property of such annexing city is assessed and taxed to pay for
all or any portion of the then outstanding indebtedness of the city or
town to which said area is annexed, approved by the voters,
contracted, or incurred prior to, or existing at, the date of
annexation. [2022 ¢ 26 s 8; 1973 1st ex.s. c 164 s 10; 1967 c 73 s
13; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 88 s 9; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.110. Prior: 1957 ¢ 239 s 3;
prior: 1907 ¢ 245 s 5, part; RRS s 8900, part.]

RCW 35.13.120 Election method is alternative. The method of
annexation provided for in RCW 35.13.020 to 35.13.110 shall be an
alternative method, not superseding any other. [1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.120.
Prior: 1937 ¢ 110 s 2; 1907 ¢ 245 s 6; RRS s 8901.]

RCW 35.13.125 Direct petition method—Commencement of
proceedings—Notice to legislative body—Meeting—Assumption of
indebtedness—Comprehensive plan. Proceedings for the annexation of
territory pursuant to RCW 35.13.130, 35.13.140, 35.13.150, 35.13.160
and 35.13.170 shall be commenced as provided in this section. Prior to
the circulation of a petition for annexation, the initiating party or
parties who, except as provided in RCW 28A.335.110, shall be either
not less than ten percent of the residents of the area to be annexed
or the owners of not less than ten percent in value, according to the
assessed valuation for general taxation of the property for which
annexation is petitioned, shall notify the legislative body of the
city or town in writing of their intention to commence annexation
proceedings. The legislative body shall set a date, not later than
sixty days after the filing of the request, for a meeting with the
initiating parties to determine whether the city or town will accept,
reject, or geographically modify the proposed annexation, whether it
shall require the simultaneous adoption of the comprehensive plan if
such plan has been prepared and filed for the area to be annexed as
provided for in RCW 35.13.177 and 35.13.178, and whether it shall
require the assumption of all or of any portion of existing city or
town indebtedness by the area to be annexed. If the legislative body
requires the assumption of all or of any portion of indebtedness
and/or the adoption of a comprehensive plan, it shall record this
action in its minutes and the petition for annexation shall be so
drawn as to clearly indicate this fact. There shall be no appeal from
the decision of the legislative body. [1990 ¢ 33 s 565; 1989 c 351 s
3; 1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 164 s 11; 1971 c 69 s 1; 1965 ex.s. c 88 s 10;
1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.125. Prior: 1961 c 282 s 18.]
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Purpose—Statutory references—Severability—1990 c 33: See RCW
28A.900.100 through 28A.900.102.

Severability—1971 ¢ 69: "If any provision of this 1971
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected." [1971 c
69 s 5.]

RCW 35.13.130 Direct petition method—Petition—Signers—Content.
A petition for annexation of an area contiguous to a city or town may
be made in writing addressed to and filed with the legislative body of
the municipality to which annexation is desired. Except where all the
property sought to be annexed is property of a school district, and
the school directors thereof file the petition for annexation as in
RCW 28A.335.110 authorized, the petition must be signed by the owners
of not less than sixty percent in value according to the assessed
valuation for general taxation of the property for which annexation is
petitioned: PROVIDED, That in cities and towns with populations
greater than one hundred sixty thousand located east of the Cascade
mountains, the owner of tax exempt property may sign an annexation
petition and have the tax exempt property annexed into the city or
town, but the value of the tax exempt property shall not be used in
calculating the sufficiency of the required property owner signatures
unless only tax exempt property is proposed to be annexed into the
city or town. The petition shall set forth a description of the
property according to government legal subdivisions or legal plats
which is in compliance with RCW 35.02.170, and shall be accompanied by
a plat which outlines the boundaries of the property sought to be
annexed. If the legislative body has required the assumption of all or
of any portion of city or town indebtedness by the area annexed,
and/or the adoption of a comprehensive plan for the area to be
annexed, these facts, together with a quotation of the minute entry of
such regquirement or requirements shall be set forth in the petition.
[2009 ¢ 60 s 3; 1990 c 33 s 566; 1981 c 66 s 1; 1975 1lst ex.s. c 220 s
8; 1973 1st ex.s. c 164 s 12; 1971 c 69 s 2; 1965 ex.s. c 88 s 11;
1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.130. Prior: 1961 c 282 s 19; 1945 c 128 s 3; Rem.
Supp. 1945 s 8908-12.]

Purpose—Statutory references—Severability—1990 c 33: See RCW
28A.900.100 through 28A.900.102.

Severability—1981 ¢ 66: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1981 c 66 s 2.]

Legislative finding, intent—1975 1lst ex.s. c 220: See note
following RCW 35.02.170.

Severability—1971 c 69: See note following RCW 35.13.125.

RCW 35.13.140 Direct petition method—Notice of hearing.
Whenever a petition for annexation is filed with the city or town
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council, or commission in those cities having a commission form of
government, which meets the requirements herein specified, of which
fact satisfactory proof may be required by the council or commission,
the council or commission may entertain the same, fix a date for a
public hearing thereon and cause notice of the hearing to be published
in one issue of a newspaper of general circulation in the city or
town. The notice shall also be posted in three public places within
the territory proposed for annexation, and shall specify the time and
place of hearing and invite interested persons to appear and voice
approval or disapproval of the annexation. The expense of publication
and posting of the notice shall be borne by the signers of the
petition. [1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.140. Prior: 1945 c 128 s 2; Rem. Supp.
1945 s 8908-11.] [SLC-RO-8.]

RCW 35.13.150 Direct petition method—Ordinance providing for
annexation. Following the hearing, the council or commission shall
determine by ordinance whether annexation shall be made. Subject to
RCW 35.02.170, they may annex all or any portion of the proposed area
but may not include in the annexation any property not described in
the petition. Upon passage of the ordinance a certified copy shall be
filed with the board of county commissioners of the county in which
the annexed property is located. [1975 1st ex.s. c 220 s 9; 1965 c 7
s 35.13.150. Prior: 1957 c 239 s 5; prior: 1945 c 128 s 4, part; Rem.
Supp. 1945 s 8908-13, part.]

Legislative finding, intent—1975 1lst ex.s. c 220: See note
following RCW 35.02.170.

RCW 35.13.160 Direct petition method—Effective date of
annexation or annexation and comprehensive plan—Assessment, taxation
of territory annexed. Upon the date fixed in the ordinance of
annexation the area annexed shall become part of the city or town. All
property within the territory hereafter annexed shall, if the
annexation petition so provided, be assessed and taxed at the same
rate and on the same basis as the property of such annexing city or
town is assessed and taxed to pay for all or of any portion of the
then outstanding indebtedness of the city or town to which said area
is annexed, approved by the voters, contracted, or incurred prior to,
or existing at, the date of annexation. If the annexation petition so
provided, all property in the annexed area shall be subject to and a
part of the comprehensive plan as prepared and filed as provided for
in RCW 35.13.177 and 35.13.178. [1973 1st ex.s. c 164 s 13; 1965
ex.s. ¢ 88 s 12; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.160. Prior: 1961 c 282 s 20; 1957 c
239 s 6; prior: (i) 1945 c 128 s 4, part; Rem. Supp. 1945 s 8908-13,
part. (ii) 1945 ¢ 128 s 5; Rem. Supp. 1945 s 8908-14.]

RCW 35.13.170 Direct petition method is alternative. The method
of annexation provided for in RCW 35.13.130 to 35.13.160 shall be an
alternative method, not superseding any other. [1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.170.
Prior: 1945 ¢ 128 s 6; Rem. Supp. 1945 s 8908-15.]

Certified on 7/12/2024 Combined Chapter 35.13 RCW Page 11



RCW 35.13.171 Review board—Convening—Composition. Within
thirty days after the filing of a city's or town's annexation
resolution pursuant to RCW 35.13.015 with the board of county
commissioners or within thirty days after filing with the county
commissioners a petition calling for an election on annexation, as
provided in RCW 35.13.020, or within thirty days after approval by the
legislative body of a city or town of a petition of property owners
calling for annexation, as provided in RCW 35.13.130, the mayor of the
city or town concerned that is not subject to the jurisdiction of a
boundary review board under chapter 36.93 RCW, shall convene a review
board composed of the following persons:

(1) The mayor of the city or town initiating the annexation by
resolution, or the mayor in the event of a twenty percent annexation
petition pursuant to RCW 35.13.020, or an alternate designated by the
mayor;

(2) The chair of the board of county commissioners of the county
wherein the property to be annexed is situated, or an alternate
designated by him or her;

(3) The director of commerce, or an alternate designated by the
director;

Two additional members to be designated, one by the mayor of the
annexing city, which member shall be a resident property owner of the
city, and one by the chair of the county legislative authority, which
member shall be a resident of and a property owner or a resident or a
property owner if there be no resident property owner in the area
proposed to be annexed, shall be added to the original membership and
the full board thereafter convened upon call of the mayor: PROVIDED
FURTHER, That three members of the board shall constitute a quorum.
[2023 ¢ 470 s 2015; 2009 c 549 s 2010; 1995 c 399 s 35; 1985 c 6 s 2;
1973 1st ex.s. c 164 s 14; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.171. Prior: 1961 c 282 s
2.]

Explanatory statement—2023 c 470: See note following RCW
10.99.030.

RCW 35.13.172 When review procedure may be dispensed with.
Whenever a petition is filed as provided in RCW 35.13.020 or a
resolution is adopted by the city or town council, as provided in RCW
35.13.015, and the area proposed for annexation is less than ten acres
and less than eight hundred thousand dollars in assessed valuation,
such review procedures shall be dispensed with. [1981 ¢ 260 s 6.
Prior: 1973 1st ex.s. c 195 s 14; 1973 1st ex.s. c 164 s 15; 1965 c 7
s 35.13.172; prior: 1961 c 282 s 3.]

Severability—Effective dates—Construction—1973 1lst ex.s. c 195:
See notes following RCW 84.52.043.

RCW 35.13.173 Determination by review board—Factors considered—
Filing of findings. The review board shall by majority action, within
three months, determine whether the property proposed to be annexed is
of such character that such annexation would be in the public interest
and for the public welfare, and in the best interest of the city,
county, and other political subdivisions affected. The governing
officials of the city, county, and other political subdivisions of the
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state shall assist the review board insofar as their offices can, and
all relevant information and records shall be furnished by such
offices to the review board. In making their determination the review
board shall be guided, but not limited, by their findings with respect
to the following factors:

(1) The immediate and prospective populations of the area to be
annexed;

(2) The assessed valuation of the area to be annexed, and its
relationship to population;

(3) The history of and prospects for construction of improvements
in the area to be annexed;

(4) The needs and possibilities for geographical expansion of the
city;

(5) The present and anticipated need for governmental services in
the area proposed to be annexed, including but not limited to water
supply, sewage and garbage disposal, zoning, streets and alleys,
curbs, sidewalks, police and fire protection, playgrounds, parks, and
other municipal services, and transportation and drainage;

(6) The relative capabilities of the city, county, and other
political subdivisions to provide governmental services when the need
arises;

(7) The existence of special districts except school districts
within the area proposed to be annexed, and the impact of annexation
upon such districts;

(8) The elimination of isolated unincorporated areas existing
without adequate economical governmental services;

(9) The immediate and potential revenues that would be derived by
the city as a result of annexation, and their relation to the cost of
providing service to the area.

Whether the review board determines for or against annexation,
its reasons therefor, along with its findings on the specified factors
and other material considerations shall:

(1) In the case of a petition signed by registered voters calling
for an election on annexation, be filed with the board of county
commissioners;

(2) In the case of a resolution of a city or town initiating
annexation proceedings pursuant to RCW 35.13.015, be filed with the
board of county commissioners.

Such findings need not include specific data on every point
listed, but shall indicate that all factors were considered.

A favorable determination by the review board is an essential
condition precedent to the annexation of territory to a city or town
under either the resolution method pursuant to RCW 35.13.015, or under
the twenty percent annexation petition under the election method.
[1973 1st ex.s. c 164 s 16; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.173. Prior: 1961 c 282 s
4.]

RCW 35.13.174 Date for annexation election if review board's
determination favorable. Upon receipt by the board of county
commissioners of a determination by a majority of the review board
favoring annexation of the proposed area that has been initiated by
resolution pursuant to RCW 35.13.015 by the city or town legislative
body, the board of county commissioners, or the city or town
legislative body for any city or town within an urban growth area
designated under RCW 36.70A.110, shall fix a date on which an
annexation election shall be held, which date will be not less than
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thirty days nor more than sixty days thereafter. [1997 c 429 s 38;
1973 1st ex.s. c 164 s 17; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.174. Prior: 1961 c 282 s
5.1

Severability—1997 c 429: See note following RCW 36.70A.3201.
Petition method—Fixing date of annexation election: RCW 35.13.060.

Times for holding elections: RCW 29A.04.311 through 29A.04.330.

RCW 35.13.176 Territory subject to annexation proposal—When
annexation by another city or incorporation allowed. After a petition
proposing an annexation by a city or town is filed with the city or
town or the governing body of the city or town, or after a resolution
proposing an annexation by a city or town has been adopted by the city
or town governing body, no territory included in the proposed
annexation may be annexed by another city or town or incorporated into
a city or town unless: (1) The boundary review board modifies the
boundaries of the proposed annexation and removes the territory; (2)
the boundary review board or review board created under RCW 35.13.171
rejects the proposed annexation; or (3) the city or town governing
body rejects the proposed annexation or voters defeat the ballot
proposition authorizing the annexation. [1994 ¢ 216 s 7.]

Effective date—1994 c 216: See note following RCW 35.02.015.

RCW 35.13.177 Comprehensive land use plan for area to be annexed
——Contents—Purpose. The legislative body of any city or town acting
through a planning commission created pursuant to chapter 35.63 RCW,
or pursuant to its granted powers, may prepare a comprehensive land
use plan to become effective upon the annexation of any area which
might reasonably be expected to be annexed by the city or town at any
future time. Such comprehensive plan, to the extent deemed reasonably
necessary by the legislative body to be in the interest of health,
safety, morals and the general welfare may provide, among other
things, for:

(1) The regulation and restriction within the area to be annexed
of the location and the use of buildings, structures and land for
residence, trade, industrial and other purposes; the height, number of
stories, size, construction and design of buildings and other
structures; the size of yards, courts and other open spaces on the lot
or tract; the density of population; the setback of buildings along
highways, parks or public water frontages; and the subdivision and
development of land;

(2) The division of the area to be annexed into districts or
zones of any size or shape, and within such districts or zones
regulate and restrict the erection, construction, reconstruction,
alteration, repair or use of buildings, structures or land;

(3) The appointment of a board of adjustment, to make, in
appropriate cases and subject to appropriate conditions and safeguards
established by ordinance, special exceptions in harmony with the
general purposes and intent of the comprehensive plan; and

(4) The time interval following an annexation during which the
ordinance or resolution adopting any such plan or regulations, or any
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part thereof must remain in effect before it may be amended,
supplemented or modified by subsequent ordinance or resolution adopted
by the annexing city or town.

All such regulations and restrictions shall be designed, among
other things, to encourage the most appropriate use of land throughout
the area to be annexed; to lessen traffic congestion and accidents; to
secure safety from fire; to provide adequate light and air; to prevent
overcrowding of land; to avoid undue concentration of population; to
promote a coordinated development of the unbuilt areas; to encourage
the formation of neighborhood or community units; to secure an
appropriate allotment of land area in new developments for all the
requirements of community life; to conserve and restore natural beauty
and other natural resources; to facilitate the adequate provision of
transportation, water, sewerage and other public uses and
requirements. [1965 ex.s. ¢ 88 s 1.]

RCW 35.13.178 Comprehensive land use plan for area to be annexed
—Hearings on proposed plan—Notice—Filing. The legislative body of
the city or town shall hold two or more public hearings, to be held at
least thirty days apart, upon the proposed comprehensive plan, giving
notice of the time and place thereof by publication in a newspaper of
general circulation in the annexing city or town and the area to be
annexed. A copy of the ordinance or resolution adopting or embodying
such proposed plan or any part thereof or any amendment thereto, duly
certified as a true copy by the clerk of the annexing city or town,
shall be filed with the county auditor. A like certified copy of any
map or plat referred to or adopted by the ordinance or resolution
shall likewise be filed with the county auditor. The auditor shall
record the ordinance or resolution and keep on file the map or plat.
[1965 ex.s. ¢ 88 s 2.]

RCW 35.13.180 Annexation for municipal purposes. City and town
councils of second-class cities and towns may by a majority vote annex
new unincorporated territory outside the city or town limits, whether
contiguous or noncontiguous for park, cemetery, or other municipal
purposes when such territory is owned by the city or town or all of
the owners of the real property in the territory give their written
consent to the annexation. [1994 ¢ 81 s 11; 1983 1st ex.s. c 68 s 1;
1981 ¢ 332 s 4; 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.180. Prior: 1907 c 228 s 4; RRS s
9202.]

RCW 35.13.182 Annexation of unincorporated island of territory—
Resolution—Notice of hearing. (1) The legislative body of a city or
town planning under chapter 36.70A RCW as of June 30, 1994, may
resolve to annex territory to the city or town if there is, within the
city or town, unincorporated territory containing residential property
owners within the same county and within the same urban growth area
designated under RCW 36.70A.110 as the city or town:

(a) Containing less than one hundred acres and having at least
eighty percent of the boundaries of such area contiguous to the city
or town; or
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(b) Of any size and having at least eighty percent of the
boundaries of the area contiguous to the city if the area existed
before June 30, 1994.

(2) The resolution shall describe the boundaries of the area to
be annexed, state the number of voters residing in the area as nearly
as may be, and set a date for a public hearing on the resolution for
annexation. Notice of the hearing shall be given by publication of the
resolution at least once a week for two weeks before the date of the
hearing in one or more newspapers of general circulation within the
city or town and one or more newspapers of general circulation within
the area to be annexed.

(3) For purposes of subsection (1) (b) of this section, territory
bounded by a river, lake, or other body of water is considered
contiguous to a city that is also bounded by the same river, lake, or
other body of water. [1998 ¢ 286 s 1; 1997 c 429 s 37.]

Severability—1997 c 429: See note following RCW 36.70A.3201.

RCW 35.13.1821 Annexation of unincorporated island of territory
—Referendum—Election. The annexation ordinance provided for in *RCW
35.13.182 is subject to referendum for forty-five days after its
passage. Upon the filing of a timely and sufficient referendum
petition with the legislative body, signed by qualified electors in
number equal to not less than ten percent of the votes cast in the
last general state election in the area to be annexed, the question of
annexation shall be submitted to the voters of the area in a general
election if one is to be held within ninety days or at a special
election called for that purpose according to RCW 29A.04.330. Notice
of the election shall be given as provided in RCW 35.13.080 and the
election shall be conducted as provided in the general election law.
The annexation shall be deemed approved by the voters unless a
majority of the votes cast on the proposition are in opposition
thereto.

After the expiration of the forty-fifth day from but excluding
the date of passage of the annexation ordinance, if no timely and
sufficient referendum petition has been filed, the area annexed shall
become a part of the city or town upon the date fixed in the ordinance
of annexation. [2006 c 344 s 22; 1998 c 286 s 2.]

*Reviser's note: The reference to RCW 35.13.182 appears to be
erroneous. RCW 35.13.1822 was apparently intended.

Effective date—2006 c 344 ss 1-16 and 18-40: See note following
RCW 29A.04.311.

RCW 35.13.1822 Annexation of unincorporated island of territory
—Notice, hearing. On the date set for hearing as provided in RCW
35.13.182(2), residents or property owners of the area included in the
resolution for annexation shall be afforded an opportunity to be
heard. The legislative body may provide by ordinance for annexation of
the territory described in the resolution, but the effective date of
the ordinance shall be not less than forty-five days after the passage
thereof. The legislative body shall cause notice of the proposed
effective date of the annexation, together with a description of the
property to be annexed, to be published at least once each week for
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two weeks subsequent to passage of the ordinance, in one or more
newspapers of general circulation within the city and in one or more
newspapers of general circulation within the area to be annexed. If
the annexation ordinance provides for assumption of indebtedness or
adoption of a proposed zoning regulation, the notice shall include a
statement of such requirements. [1998 ¢ 286 s 3.]

RCW 35.13.185 Annexation of federal areas by first-class city.
Any unincorporated area contiguous to a first-class city may be
annexed thereto by an ordinance accepting a gift, grant, lease or
cession of jurisdiction from the government of the United States of
the right to occupy or control it. [1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.185. Prior: 1957
c 239 s 7.]

RCW 35.13.190 Annexation of federal areas by second-class cities
and towns. Any unincorporated area contiguous to a second-class city
or town may be annexed thereto by an ordinance accepting a gift,
grant, or lease from the government of the United States of the right
to occupy, control, improve it or sublet it for commercial,
manufacturing, or industrial purposes: PROVIDED, That this shall not
apply to any territory more than four miles from the corporate limits
existing before such annexation. [1994 ¢ 81 s 12; 1965 ¢ 7 s
35.13.190. Prior: 1915 ¢ 13 s 1, part; RRS s 8906, part.]

Validating—1915 ¢ 13: "All ordinances heretofore passed by the
legislative authority of any such incorporated city for the purpose of
accepting any gift, grant or lease of or annexing any territory as
hereinabove provided are hereby wvalidated." [1915 ¢ 13 s 3.]

RCW 35.13.200 Annexation of federal areas by second-class cities
and towns—Annexation ordinance—Provisions. In the ordinance annexing
territory pursuant to a gift, grant, or lease from the government of
the United States, a second-class city or town may include such tide
and shore lands as may be necessary or convenient for the use thereof,
may include in the ordinance an acceptance of the terms and conditions
attached to the gift, grant, or lease and may provide in the ordinance
for the annexed territory to become a separate ward of the city or
town or part or parts of adjacent wards. [1994 ¢ 81 s 13; 1965 ¢ 7 s
35.13.200. Prior: (i) 1915 ¢ 13 s 1, part; RRS s 8906, part. (ii) 1915
c 13 s 2, part; RRS s 8907, part.]

RCW 35.13.210 Annexation of federal areas by second-class cities
and towns—Authority over annexed territory. A second-class city or
town may cause territory annexed pursuant to a gift, grant, or lease
of the government of the United States to be surveyed, subdivided and
platted into lots, blocks, or tracts and lay out, reserve for public
use, and improve streets, roads, alleys, slips, and other public
places. It may grant or sublet any lot, block, or tract therein for
commercial, manufacturing, or industrial purposes and reserve, receive
and collect rents therefrom. It may expend the rents received
therefrom in making and maintaining public improvements therein, and
if any surplus remains at the end of any fiscal year, may transfer it
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to the city's or town's current expense fund. [1994 c 81 s 14; 1965 c
7 s 35.13.210. Prior: 1915 ¢ 13 s 2, part; RRS s 8907, part.]

RCW 35.13.215 Annexation of fire districts—Transfer of
employees. (1) If any portion of a fire protection district is
proposed for annexation to or incorporation into a city, code city, or
town, both the fire protection district and the city, code city, or
town shall jointly inform the employees of the fire protection
district about hires, separations, terminations, and any other changes
in employment that are a direct consequence of annexation or
incorporations at the earliest reasonable opportunity.

(2) If any portion of a fire protection district is annexed to or
incorporated into a city, code city or town, any employee of the fire
protection district who (a) was at the time of such annexation or
incorporation employed exclusively or principally in performing the
powers, duties, and functions which are to be performed by the city,
code city or town fire department (b) will, as a direct consequence of
annexation or incorporation, be separated from the employ of the fire
protection district, and (c) can perform the duties and meet the
minimum requirements of the position to be filled, then such employee
may transfer employment to the civil service system of the city, code
city or town fire department as provided for in this section and RCW
35.13.225 and 35.13.235.

(3) For purposes of this section and RCW 35.13.225 and 35.13.235,
employee means an individual whose employment with a fire protection
district has been terminated because the fire protection district was
annexed by a city, code city or town for purposes of fire protection.
[2009 ¢ 60 s 4; 1986 c 254 s 7.]

RCW 35.13.225 Annexation of fire districts—Transfer of
employees—Rights and benefits. (1) An eligible employee may transfer
into the civil service system of the city, code city, or town fire
department by filing a written request with the city, code city, or
town civil service commission and by giving written notice of the
request to the board of commissioners of the fire protection district.
Upon receipt of the request by the civil service commission, the
transfer of employment must be made. The needed employees shall be
taken in order of seniority and the remaining employees who transfer
as provided in this section and RCW 35.13.215 and 35.13.235 shall head
the list for employment in the civil service system in order of their
seniority, to the end that they shall be the first to be reemployed in
the city, code city, or town fire department when appropriate
positions become available: PROVIDED, That employees who are not
immediately hired by the city, code city, or town shall be placed on a
reemployment list for a period not to exceed thirty-six months unless
a longer period is authorized by an agreement reached between the
collective bargaining representatives of the employees of the annexing
and annexed fire agencies and the annexing and annexed fire agencies.

(2) (a) Upon transfer, an employee 1s entitled to the employee
rights, benefits, and privileges to which he or she would have been
entitled as an employee of the fire protection district, including
rights to:

(1) Compensation at least equal to the level of compensation at
the time of transfer, unless the employee's rank and duties have been
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reduced as a result of the transfer. If the transferring employee is
placed in a position with reduced rank and duties, the employee's
compensation may be adjusted, but the adjustment may not result in a
decrease of greater than fifty percent of the difference between the
employee's compensation before the transfer and the compensation level
for the position that the employee is transferred to;

(ii) Retirement, vacation, sick leave, and any other accrued
benefit;

(11ii) Promotion and service time accrual; and

(iv) The length or terms of probationary periods, including no
requirement for an additional probationary period if one had been
completed before the transfer date.

(b) (a) of this subsection does not apply if upon transfer an
agreement for different terms of transfer is reached between the
collective bargaining representatives of the transferring employees
and the participating fire protection jurisdictions.

(3) If upon transfer, the transferring employee receives the
rights, benefits, and privileges established under subsection
(2) (a) (1) through (iv) of this section, those rights, benefits, and
privileges are subject to collective bargaining at the end of the
current bargaining period for the Jjurisdiction to which the employee
has transferred.

(4) Such bargaining must take into account the years of service
the transferring employee accumulated before the transfer and must be
treated as if those years of service occurred in the jurisdiction to
which the employee has transferred. [2009 ¢ 60 s 5; 1994 c 73 s 3;
1986 ¢ 254 s 8.]

Effective date—1994 ¢ 73: See note following RCW 35.10.365.

RCW 35.13.235 Annexation of fire districts—Transfer of
employees—Notice—Time limitation. If any portion of a fire
protection district is annexed to or incorporated into a city, code
city or town, and as a result any employee is laid off who is eligible
to transfer to the city, code city or town fire department under this
section and RCW 35.13.215 and 35.13.225 the fire protection district
shall notify the employee of the right to transfer and the employee
shall have ninety days to transfer employment to the city, code city
or town fire department. [1986 ¢ 254 s 9.]

RCW 35.13.238 Annexation of territory served by fire districts,
interlocal agreement process—Annexation of fire districts, transfer
of employees. (1) (a) An annexation by a city or town that is
proposing to annex territory served by one or more fire protection
districts may be accomplished by ordinance after entering into an
interlocal agreement as provided in chapter 39.34 RCW with the county
and the fire protection district or districts that have jurisdiction
over the territory proposed for annexation.

(b) A city or town proposing to annex territory shall initiate
the interlocal agreement process by sending notice to the fire
protection district representative and county representative stating
the city's or town's interest to enter into an interlocal agreement
negotiation process. The parties have forty-five days to respond in
the affirmative or negative. A negative response must state the
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reasons the parties do not wish to participate in an interlocal
agreement negotiation. A failure to respond within the forty-five day
period is deemed an affirmative response and the interlocal agreement
negotiation process may proceed. The interlocal agreement process may
not proceed if any negative responses are received within the forty-
five day period.

(c) The interlocal agreement must describe the boundaries of the
territory proposed for annexation and must be consistent with the
boundaries identified in an ordinance describing the boundaries of the
territory proposed for annexation and setting a date for a public
hearing on the ordinance. If the boundaries of the territory proposed
for annexation are agreed to by all parties, a notice of intention
must be filed with the boundary review board created under RCW
36.93.030. However, the jurisdiction of the board may not be invoked
as described in RCW 36.93.100 for annexations that are the subject of
such agreement.

(2) An interlocal annexation agreement under this section must
include the following:

(a) A statement of the goals of the agreement. Goals must
include, but are not limited to:

(1) The transfer of revenues and assets between the fire
protection districts and the city or town;

(ii) A consideration and discussion of the impact to the level of
service of annexation on the unincorporated area, and an agreement
that the impact on the ability of fire protection and emergency
medical services within the incorporated area must not be negatively
impacted at least through the budget cycle in which the annexation
occurs;

(iii) A discussion with fire protection districts regarding the
division of assets and its impact to citizens inside and outside the
newly annexed area;

(iv) Community involvement, including an agreed upon schedule of
public meetings in the area or areas proposed for annexation;

(v) Revenue sharing, if any;

(vi) Debt distribution;

(vii) Capital facilities obligations of the city, county, and
fire protection districts;

(viii) An overall schedule or plan on the timing of any
annexations covered under this agreement; and

(ix) A description of which of the annexing cities' development
regulations will apply and be enforced in the area.

(b) The subject areas and policies and procedures the parties
agree to undertake in annexations. Subject areas may include, but are
not limited to:

(i) Roads and traffic impact mitigation;

(ii) Surface and stormwater management;

(iii) Coordination and timing of comprehensive plan and
development regulation updates;

(iv) Outstanding bonds and special or improvement district
assessments;

(v) Annexation procedures;

(vi) Distribution of debt and revenue sharing for annexation
proposals, code enforcement, and inspection services;

(vii) Financial and administrative services; and

(viii) Consultation with other service providers, including
water-sewer districts, if applicable.
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(c) A term of at least five years, which may be extended by
mutual agreement of the city or town, the county, and the fire
protection district.

(3) If the fire protection district, annexing city or town, and
county reach an agreement on the enumerated goals, or if only the
annexing city or town and county reach an agreement on the enumerated
goals, the city or town may adopt an annexation ordinance, but the
annexation ordinance provided for in this section is subject to
referendum for forty-five days after its passage, provided that no
referendum shall be allowed for an annexation under this section if
the fire protection district, annexing city or town, and the county
reach agreement on an annexation for which a city or town has
initiated the interlocal agreement process by sending notice to the
fire protection district representative and county representative
prior to July 28, 2013. Upon the filing of a timely and sufficient
referendum petition with the legislative body of the city or town,
signed by qualified electors in a number not less than ten percent of
the votes cast in the last general state election in the area to be
annexed, the question of annexation must be submitted to the voters of
the area in a general election if one is to be held within ninety days
or at a special election called for that purpose according to RCW
29A.04.330. Notice of the election must be given as provided in RCW
35.13.080, and the election must be conducted as provided in the
general election laws under Title 29A RCW. The annexation must be
deemed approved by the voters unless a majority of the votes cast on
the proposition are in opposition to the annexation.

After the expiration of the forty-fifth day from, but excluding,
the date of passage of the annexation ordinance, if a timely and
sufficient referendum petition has not been filed, the area annexed
becomes a part of the city or town upon the date fixed in the
ordinance of annexation.

(4) If any portion of a fire protection district is proposed for
annexation to or incorporation into a city or town, both the fire
protection district and the city or town shall jointly inform the
employees of the fire protection district about hires, separations,
terminations, and any other changes in employment that are a direct
consequence of annexation or incorporation at the earliest reasonable
opportunity.

(5) The needed employees shall be taken in order of seniority and
the remaining employees who transfer as provided in this section and
RCW 35.10.360 and 35.10.370 shall head the list for employment in the
civil service system in order of their seniority, to the end that they
shall be the first to be reemployed in the city or town fire
department when appropriate positions become available. Employees who
are not immediately hired by the city or town shall be placed on a
reemployment list for a period not to exceed thirty-six months unless
a longer period is authorized by an agreement reached between the
collective bargaining representatives of the employees of the annexing
and annexed fire agencies and the annexing and annexed fire agencies.

(6) (a) Upon transfer, an employee is entitled to the employee
rights, benefits, and privileges to which he or she would have been
entitled as an employee of the fire protection district, including
rights to:

(i) Compensation at least equal to the level of compensation at
the time of transfer, unless the employee's rank and duties have been
reduced as a result of the transfer. If the transferring employee is
placed in a position with reduced rank and duties, the employee's
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compensation may be adjusted, but the adjustment may not result in a
decrease of greater than fifty percent of the difference between the
employee's compensation before the transfer and the compensation level
for the position that the employee is transferred to;

(ii) Retirement, vacation, sick leave, and any other accrued
benefit;

(11ii) Promotion and service time accrual; and

(iv) The length or terms of probationary periods, including no
requirement for an additional probationary period if one had been
completed before the transfer date.

(b) (a) of this subsection does not apply if upon transfer an
agreement for different terms of transfer is reached between the
collective bargaining representatives of the transferring employees
and the participating fire protection jurisdictions.

(7) If upon transfer, the transferring employee receives the
rights, benefits, and privileges established under subsection
(6) (a) (1) through (iv) of this section, those rights, benefit