RCW 18.71.003 Declaration of purpose. This chapter is passed:

(1) In the exercise of the police power of the state to protect
public health, to promote the welfare of the state, and to provide an
adequate public agency to act as a disciplinary body for the members
of the medical profession licensed to practice medicine and surgery in
this state;

(2) Because the health and well-being of the people of this state
are of paramount importance;

(3) Because the conduct of members of the medical profession
licensed to practice medicine and surgery in this state plays a vital
role in preserving the health and well-being of the people of the
state; and

(4) Because the agency which now exists to handle disciplinary
proceedings for members of the medical profession licensed to practice
medicine and surgery in this state is ineffective and very
infrequently employed, and consequently there is no effective means of
handling such disciplinary proceedings when they are necessary for the
protection of the public health. [1955 ¢ 202 § 1. Formerly RCW
18.72.010.]
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