
RCW 43.01.200  Facilitating recovery from Mt. St. Helens eruption
—Legislative findings—Purpose.  (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) The May 1980 eruption of Mount St. Helens has caused serious 
economic and physical damage to the land surrounding the mountain;

(b) There are continuing siltation problems which could severely 
affect the Toutle, Cowlitz, Coweeman, and Columbia rivers areas;

(c) There is an immediate need for sites for dredging, dredge 
spoils, flood control works, sediment retention, and bank protection 
and funds for dredging, dredge sites, dredge spoils sites, flood 
control works, sediment retention sites, and bank protection and to 
continue the rehabilitation of the areas affected by the natural 
disaster; and

(d) Failure to dredge and dike along the rivers and failure to 
cooperate with the federal government in sediment retention would 
directly affect the lives and property of the forty-five thousand 
residents in the Cowlitz and Toutle River valleys with severe negative 
impacts on local, state, and national transportation systems, public 
utilities, public and private property, and the Columbia river which 
is one of the major navigation channels for worldwide commerce.

(2) The intent of RCW 36.01.150, 43.01.210, *43.21A.500, 
43.21C.500, 75.20.300, 89.16.500, and 90.58.500, their 1983 
amendments, and RCW 43.01.215 is to authorize and direct maximum 
cooperative effort to meet the problems noted in subsection (1) of 
this section.  [1985 c 307 § 1; 1983 1st ex.s. c 1 § 1; 1982 c 7 § 1.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 43.21A.500, 43.21C.500, 75.20.300, 
89.16.500, and 90.58.500 expired June 30, 1995.

Severability—1983 1st ex.s. c 1: "If any provision of this act 
or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the 
remainder of the act or the application of the provision to other 
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1983 1st ex.s. c 1 § 10.]

Severability—1982 c 7: See note following RCW 36.01.150.
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