RCW 46.55.090 Storage, return requirements—Vehicles, personal
belongings—Combination endorsement for tow truck drivers—Viewing
impounded vehicle. (1) All vehicles impounded shall be taken to the
nearest storage location that has been inspected and is listed on the
application filed with the department.

(2) All vehicles and stored personal belongings shall be handled
and returned in substantially the same condition as they existed
before being towed.

(3) For purposes of this subsection [section], "personal
belongings" means personal property and contents in a vehicle, with
the exception of those items of personal property that are registered
or titled with the department. For a period of twenty days from
impound, personal belongings shall be kept intact, and shall be
returned to the vehicle's owner or agent during normal business hours
upon request and presentation of a driver's license or other
sufficient identification. A vehicle's owner or agent may retrieve
personal belongings from the vehicle and request that the registered
tow truck operator store the personal belongings for a period of
thirty days from the date of signing a personal belongings storage
request form. If a personal belongings storage request form is not
submitted, personal belongings not claimed within twenty days from the
date of the impound are considered abandoned and may be disposed of at
the registered tow truck operator's discretion. If a personal
belongings storage request form is submitted to the registered tow
truck operator, personal belongings not claimed within thirty days of
the date the personal belongings storage request form is submitted are
considered abandoned and may be disposed of at the registered tow
truck operator's discretion. Abandoned personal belongings may be sold
at auction with the vehicle to fulfill a lien against the vehicle. The
department shall adopt rules prescribing the content and format of the
personal belongings storage request form.

(4) Tow truck drivers shall have a Washington state driver's
license endorsed for the appropriate classification under chapter
46.25 RCW or the equivalent issued by another state.

(5) Any person who shows proof of ownership or written
authorization from the impounded vehicle's registered or legal owner
or the vehicle's insurer may view the vehicle without charge during
normal business hours. [2019 c 401 § 1; 1995 c 360 § 4; 1989 c 178 §
25; 1987 ¢ 311 § 7; 1985 ¢ 377 § 9.]

Effective dates—1989 c 178: See RCW 46.25.901.
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