
RCW 47.60.135  Charter of state ferries—Hazardous materials. 
(1) The charter use of Washington State Ferry vessels when established 
route operations and normal user requirements are not disrupted is 
permissible. In establishing chartering agreements, Washington State 
Ferries shall consider the special needs of local communities and 
interested parties. Washington State Ferries shall use sound business 
judgment and be sensitive to the interests of existing private 
enterprises.

(2) Consistent with the policy as established in subsection (1) 
of this section, the chief executive officer of the Washington State 
Ferries may approve agreements for the chartering of Washington State 
Ferry vessels to groups or individuals, including hazardous material 
transporters, in accordance with the following:

(a) Vessels may be committed to charter only when established 
route operation and normal user requirements are not disrupted or 
inconvenienced. If a vessel is engaged in the transport of hazardous 
materials, the transporter shall pay for all legs necessary to 
complete the charter, even if the vessel is simultaneously engaged in 
an operational voyage on behalf of Washington State Ferries.

(b) Charter rates for vessels must be established at actual 
vessel operating costs plus a market-rate profit margin. Actual vessel 
operating costs include, but are not limited to, all labor, fuel, and 
vessel maintenance costs incurred due to the charter agreement, 
including deadheading and standby.

(c) Parties chartering Washington State Ferry vessels shall 
comply with all applicable laws, rules, and regulations during the 
charter voyage, and failure to so comply is cause for immediate 
termination of the charter voyage.  [2003 c 374 § 1; 1997 c 323 § 2.]

Finding—1997 c 323: "The legislature finds that when established 
route operations and normal user requirements are not disrupted 
Washington state ferries may be used for the transportation of 
hazardous materials under the chartering procedures and rates 
described in RCW 47.60.135." [1997 c 323 § 1.]
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