
RCW 68.50.104  Cost of autopsy.  (1) The cost of autopsy shall be 
borne by the county in which the autopsy is performed, except when 
requested by the department of labor and industries, in which case, 
the department shall bear the cost of such autopsy.

(2)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, when the 
county bears the cost of an autopsy, it shall be reimbursed from the 
death investigations account, established by RCW 43.79.445, as 
follows:

(i) Up to 40 percent of the cost of contracting for the services 
of a pathologist to perform an autopsy;

(ii) Up to 30 percent of the salary of pathologists who are 
primarily engaged in performing autopsies and are (A) county coroners 
or county medical examiners, or (B) employees of a county coroner or 
county medical examiner;

(iii) 100 percent of the cost of autopsies conducted under RCW 
70.54.450; and

(iv) Up to 40 percent of the cost of transportation of remains to 
and from facilities accredited pursuant to RCW 36.24.210 for the 
purpose of autopsy services.

(b) When the county bears the cost of an autopsy of a child under 
the age of three whose death was sudden and unexplained, the county 
shall be reimbursed for the expenses of the autopsy when the death 
scene investigation and the autopsy have been conducted under RCW 
43.103.100 (4) and (5), and the autopsy has been done at a facility 
designed for the performance of autopsies.

(3) Payments from the account shall be made pursuant to biennial 
appropriation: PROVIDED, That no county may reduce funds appropriated 
for this purpose below 1983 budgeted levels.

(4) Where the county coroner's office or county medical 
examiner's office is not accredited pursuant to RCW 36.24.210, or a 
coroner, medical examiner, or other medicolegal investigative employee 
is not certified as required by RCW 36.24.205 and 43.101.480, the 
state treasurer's office shall withhold 25 percent of autopsy 
reimbursement funds until accreditation under RCW 36.24.210 or 
compliance with RCW 36.24.205 and 43.101.480 is achieved.  [2023 c 442 
§ 11; 2021 c 127 § 8; 2019 c 317 § 4; 2001 c 82 § 2; 1983 1st ex.s. c 
16 § 14; 1963 c 178 § 3; 1953 c 188 § 7. Formerly RCW 68.08.104.]

Intent—2023 c 442: See note following RCW 28B.115.020.
Effective date—1983 1st ex.s. c 16: See RCW 43.103.901.
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