RCW 70A.530.040 Pulp and paper mill expansion or reconfiguration
—Adoption of rules—Enforcement of chapter—Education—Civil penalty.
(1) Until June 1, 2025, the department shall prioritize the expedited
processing of applications for permits related to the expansion or
reconfiguration of an existing pulp and paper mill for the purpose of
manufacturing paper bags or raw materials used to manufacture paper
bags.

(2) The department may adopt rules as necessary for the purpose
of implementing, administering, and enforcing this chapter.

(3) The enforcement of this chapter must be based primarily on
complaints filed with the department and local governments. The
department must establish a forum for the filing of complaints. Local
governments and any person may file complaints with the department
using the forum and local governments may review complaints filed with
the department via the forum for purposes of the local government
carrying out education and outreach to retail establishments. The
forum established by the department may include a complaint form on
the department's website, a telephone hotline, or a public outreach
strategy relying upon electronic social media to receive complaints
that allege violations. The department, in collaboration with the
local governments, must provide education and outreach activities to
inform retail establishments, consumers, and other interested
individuals about the requirements of this chapter.

(4) The department or local government shall work with retail
establishments, retail associations, unions, and other organizations
to create educational elements regarding the ban and the benefits of
reusable carryout bags. Educational elements may include signage at
store locations, informational literature, and employee training by
October 1, 2020.

(5) Retail establishments are encouraged to educate their staff
to promote reusable bags as the best option for carryout bags and to
post signs encouraging customers to use reusable carryout bags.

(6) A violation of this chapter is subject to a civil penalty of
up to two hundred fifty dollars. Each calendar day of operation or
activity in violation of this chapter comprises a new violation.
Penalties issued under this section are appealable to the pollution
control hearings board established in chapter 43.21B RCW.

(7) If specific funding for the purposes of chapter 138, Laws of
2020, referencing chapter 138, Laws of 2020 by bill or chapter number,
is not provided by July 1, 2020, from the waste reduction, recycling,
and litter control account for purposes of implementing the education
and outreach activities required under this section, then chapter 138,
Laws of 2020 is null and void. [2020 ¢ 138 § 5.]

Application of RCW 82.32.805 and 82.32.808—2020 c 138: See note
following RCW 70A.530.005.
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