
RCW 76.15.010  Definitions.  The definitions in this section 
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise.

(1) "Department" means the department of natural resources.
(2) "Evergreen community" means a city, town, or county 

designated as such under RCW 76.15.090.
(3) "Highly impacted community" has the same meaning as defined 

in RCW 19.405.020 or an equivalent cumulative impacts analysis that 
identifies the environmental health conditions of communities as a 
factor of both environmental health hazards and vulnerable populations 
as defined in RCW 19.405.020.

(4) "Management plan" means an urban forest management plan 
developed pursuant to this chapter.

(5) "Tree canopy" means the layer of leaves, branches, and stems 
of trees that cover the ground when viewed from above and that can be 
measured as a percentage of a land area shaded by trees.

(6) "Tribes" means any federally recognized Indian tribes whose 
traditional lands and territories include parts of the state.

(7) "Urban and community forest" or "urban forest" is that land 
in and around human settlements ranging from small communities to 
metropolitan areas, occupied or potentially occupied by trees and 
associated vegetation. Urban and community forestland may be planted 
or unplanted, used or unused, and includes public and private lands, 
lands along transportation and utility corridors, and forested 
watershed lands within populated areas. Nothing in this chapter may be 
construed to apply to lands subject to or designated under chapter 
76.09, 79.70, 79.71, 84.33, or 84.34 RCW.

(8) "Urban and community forest assessment" or "urban forest 
assessment" means an analysis of the urban and community forest 
inventory to: Establish the scope and scale of forest-related benefits 
and services; determine the economic valuation of such benefits, 
highlight trends, and issues of concern; identify high priority areas 
to be addressed; outline strategies for addressing the critical issues 
and urban landscapes; and identify opportunities for retaining trees, 
expanding forest canopy, and planting additional trees to sustain 
Washington's urban and community forests.

(9) "Urban and community forest inventory" or "urban forest 
inventory" means a management tool designed to gauge the condition, 
management status, health, and diversity of an urban and community 
forest. An inventory may evaluate individual trees or groups of trees 
or canopy cover within urban and community forests, and will be 
periodically updated by the department.

(10) "Urban and community forestry" or "urban forestry" means the 
planning, establishment, protection, care, and management of trees and 
associated plants individually, in small groups, or under more 
naturally forested conditions within cities, counties, and tribal 
lands.

(11) "Urban and community forestry ordinance" or "urban forestry 
ordinance" is an ordinance developed by a city, county, or tribe that 
promotes urban forestry management and care of trees.

(12) "Vulnerable populations" has the same meaning as defined in 
RCW 19.405.020.  [2021 c 209 § 4; 2008 c 299 § 23; 2000 c 11 § 15; 
1991 c 179 § 3.]
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