
RCW 82.84.040  Grocery tax, fee, and assessment exemption. 
Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary:

(1) Except as provided in subsections (2) through (4) of this 
section, a local governmental entity may not impose or collect any 
tax, fee, or other assessment on groceries.

(2) Nothing in this section precludes the continued collection of 
any existing tax, fee, or other assessment on groceries as is in 
effect as of January 15, 2018; but no existing tax, fee, or other 
assessment on groceries may be increased in rate, scope, base, or 
otherwise after January 15, 2018, except as provided in subsections 
(3) and (4) of this section.

(3) Nothing in this section prohibits the imposition and 
collection of a tax, fee, or other assessment on groceries if:

(a) The tax, fee, or other assessment is generally applicable to 
a broad range of businesses and business activity; and

(b) The tax, fee, or other assessment does not establish or rely 
on a classification related to or involving groceries or a subset of 
groceries for purposes of establishing or otherwise resulting in a 
higher tax rate due to such classification.

(4) Nothing in this section prohibits the imposition and 
collection of a local retail sales and use tax pursuant to RCW 
82.14.030 on those persons taxable by the state under chapters 82.08 
and 82.12 RCW.  [2019 c 2 § 4 (Initiative Measure No. 1634, approved 
November 6, 2018).]
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