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DISPOSITION OF CHAPTERS FORMERLY CODIFIED IN THIS 
TITLE 

Chapter 212-15 

FIRE SAFETY STANDARDS FOR SELF-SERVICE GASOLINE 
STATIONS 

212-15--010 Application. [Order F-70-1, § 212-15-010, filed 
6/16/70.] Repealed by Order FM-77-2, filed 
I 1/17 /77. 
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212-15-020 Definitions. [Order F-70-1, § 212-15-020, filed 
6/16/70.] Repealed by Order FM-77-2, filed 
11/17/77. 

212-15-030 Signs required. [Order F-70-1, § 212-15-030, filed 
6/16/70.] Repealed by Order FM-77-2, filed 
11/17 /77. 

212-15-040 Pumps and equipment. [Order F-70-1, § 212-15-
040, filed 6/16/70.] Repealed by Order FM-77-2, 
filed 11/17/77. 

212-15-050 Portable containers. [Order F-70-1, § 212-15-050, 
filed 6/16/70.] Repealed by Order FM-77-2, filed 
11/17/77. 

212-15-060 Attendants and their duties. [Order F-70-1, § 212-
15-060, filed 6/16/70.] Repealed by Order FM-77-
2, filed I 1/17 /77. 

Chapter 212-24 
FIRE SAFETY STANDARDS FOR GROUP HOMES HOUSING 
NOT MORE THAN TEN PHYSICALLY NORMAL RESIDENTS 

212-24-010 Application. [Order FMR-69-1, § 212-24-010, filed 
6/16/69.] Repealed by Order FM-77-2, filed 
I 1/17 /77. 

212-24-020 No housing above second floor-Exception. [Order 
FMR-69-1, § 212-24-020, filed 6/16/69.] Repealed 
by Order FM-77-2, filed I I/ 17 /77. 

212-24-030 Means of egress-Fire door required. [Order FMR-
69-1, § 212-24-030, filed 6/16/69.] Repealed by 
Order FM-77-2, filed I I/ I 7 /77. 

212-24--040 Sleeping quarters. [Order FMR-69-1, § 212-24-040, 
filed 6/16/69.] Repealed by Order FM-77-2, filed 
11 / I 7 /77. 

212-24-050 Boiler room. [Order FMR-69-1, § 212-24-050, filed 
6/16/69.] Repealed by Order FM-77-2, filed 
11/17/77. 

212-24-060 Fire extinguishers. [Order FMR-69-1, § 212-24-060, 
filed 6/16/69.] Repealed by Order FM-77-2, filed 
11/17/77. 

212-24-070 Fire door assemblies. [Order FMR-69-1, § 212-24-
070, filed 6/16/69.] Repealed by Order FM-77-2, 
filed I 1/17 /77. 

212-24-080 Smoke detector-Fire alarm system. [Order FMR-
69-1, § 212-24-080, filed 6/16/69.] Repealed by 
Order FM-77-2, filed I 1/17 /77. 

212-24-090 Interior finishes-Heat-activated alarm system. 
[Order FMR-69-1, § 212-24-090, filed 6/16/69.] 
Repealed by Order FM-77-2, filed 11/17 /77. 

212-24-100 Fire drills. [Order FMR-69-1, § 212-24-100, filed 
6/16/69.] Repealed by Order FM-77-2, filed 
11/17/77. 

212-24-110 Storage prohibited. [Order FMR-69-1, § 212-24-
110, filed 6/16/69.] Repealed by Order FM-77-2, 
filed I I/ I 7 /77. 

Chapter 212-02 WAC 

DESCRIPTION OF FIRE MARSHAL'S OFFICE-­
ORGANIZATION, OPERATIONS, OBTAINING 

INFORMATION 

WAC 
2 I 2-02--0 IO General authority, duties and goals of the fire 

marshal. 
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Chapter 212-02 Title 212 WAC: State Fire Marshal 

212-02-020 
212-02-030 
212-02-040 
212-02-050 

Organization and operations. 
Functions. 
Publications and information available. 
Hearings of the state fire marshal. 

WAC 212-02-010 General authority, duties and 
goals of the fire marshal. (1) The state insurance com­
missioner, an elected state official, also serves as ex­
officio state fire marshal without additional compensa­
tion. The commissioner appoints a chief deputy insur­
ance commissioner and a chief deputy fire marshal for 
the discharge of his duties under the Insurance Code and 
Fire Marshal Act. 

(2) The offices of the state insurance commissioner 
and the state fire marshal operate independently, even 
though they do share common support services, and in 
some instances, joint office space. Combined insurance 
commissioner /fire marshal offices are maintained in 
Spokane, Yakima, Richland, Vancouver and Mount 
Vernon, as well as the state capitol, Olympia. Separate 
fire marshal offices are also maintained in the Olympia, 
Seattle and Spokane offices of the state department of 
social and health services, where the employees of the 
two agencies work jointly under a contractual state­
federal institutional licensing program. 

(3) The state fire marshal staff consists of twenty­
four deputies and technical employees, and six clerical 
employees. All, with the exception of the chief fire mar­
shal and an administrative assistant, are employed and 
governed by the state civil service system. 

( 4) The duties of the office include the administration 
of the state fireworks law, inspecting and issuing ap­
provals for various categories of institutional and resi­
dential occupancies licensed by the department of social 
and health services, the investigation of fires of criminal, 
suspected and undetermined origin, and the dissemina­
tion of information to the public on the causes, preven­
tion and reduction of damage from fire. 

(5) Additional statutes authorize the fire marshal to 
establish standards for the prevention of fire and the 
protection of life and property against fire and panic, 
govern the use of premises, and conduct inspections to 
assure conformance to the standards. Subsequent legis­
lative expressly requiring that these functions be per­
formed by local governmental municipalities has resulted 
in a change in the role of the fire marshal's office from a 
regulatory function to a supportive function. Also, stat­
utes requiring the fire marshal to establish standards for 
construction and fire prevention in all schools under the 
jurisdiction of the superintendent of public instruction 
and to make plan reviews and construction inspections, 
have been superseded by the legislative establishment of 
a state building code and the delegation of administra­
tion and enforcement to the various cities, towns and 
counties of this state. 

( 6) In addition to the specific functions required or 
authorized under the law, the fire marshal serves as a 
source of information and consultation services to other 
state agencies, units of local government, industry, busi­
ness and the general public. Technical assistance is pro­
vided in the delivery of instructional programs to 
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firemen and police officers in fire and arson investiga­
tion. A close liaison has been developed with several 
federal agencies having mutual interest and/or responsi­
bilities in fire prevention, fire causes and the factors in­
volved in fire origin, spread, severity and results as 
related to products, materials and devices. 

(7) Future plans include taking the lead in the devel­
opment and establishment of uniform fire reporting and 
data collection systems, increased emphasis on a public 
arson awareness program, a more aggressive role in ar­
son investigation and prosecution by the insurance in­
dustry and the various disciplines within the criminal 
justice system, and the assumption of a supporting or 
coordinating role between the increasing regulatory in­
volvement of the many federal agencies and the units of 
local government. [Order FM-77-1, § 212-02-010, filed 
11/17/77; Order FMR-68-3, § 212-02-010, filed 
8/23/68, effective 9/23/68.] 

WAC 212-02-020 Organization and operations. (1) 
Administration. The administrative staff and technical 
specialists are situated on the capitol campus in 
Olympia. The majority of the staff is assigned to specific 
functions and is situated at various locations throughout 
the state, but under the direction of the administrative 
division. 

(2) Health care inspection division. A supervisor, cler­
ical help and a team of deputy fire marshals are as­
signed to work directly with de_partment of social an~ 
health services in fulfilling the fire marshal's responsi­
bilities in inspecting and approving all hospitals, nursing 
homes, boarding homes, maternity homes, and facilities 
treating mental illness or inebriacy prior to licensing by 
the state. This team operates from offices within the de­
partment of social and health services in Olympia, 
Seattle and Spokane. Their primary duty is the inspec­
tion, at least annually, of all the aforementioned licensed 
facilities and issuing approvals or disapprovals for future 
operation. Facilities not approved must make the neces­
sary corrections or risk denial, revocation or suspension 
of their license to operate. Secondary duties of this team 
includes training facility staffs in fire prevention and fire 
emergency procedures and the investigation of fires in 
the facilities to determine the effectiveness of fire-safety 
features, proficiency of the staff and evaluation of the 
fire prevention efforts of both the facility and the state. 

Also assigned to work directly with the department of 
social and health services in their Olympia office is a 
plan review team, which reviews all plans for new con­
struction or major remodeling of licensed facilities and 
makes field inspections at the construction site to insure 
compliance. This function is performed under a contract 
with the department of social and health services, rather 
than a statutory responsibility on the part of the fire 
marshal. 

(3) Residential inspection division. A supervisor, cleri­
cal help and a team of deputy fire marshals operate out 
of offices in Olympia, Seattle and Spokane and work in 
close association with the department of social and 
health services in the inspection and approval for licens­
ing of facilities encompassing several categories of full 
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Description of Fire Marshal's Office 212-02-030 

time and part time care of children, and transient ac­
commodations. The primary duties of this team is the 
inspection or coordination of local inspections for the 
purpose of issuing approvals or disapprovals for licensing 
by the state. Secondary duties include fire prevention 
and fire investigation, in the same manner as the health 
care team. 

(4) Fire investigation division. A team of deputy fire 
marshals operate from combination insurance 
commissioner /fire marshal offices in Olympia, Mount 
Vernon, Vancouver, Yakima, Richland and Spokane. 
Their primary function is the investigation of fires of 
criminal, suspected or undetermined origin, as reported 
by fire departments, police departments or insurance 
adjusters. Results of such investigations are referred to 
local prosecuting attorneys. Secondary duties include as­
sisting in the enforcement of local fire codes, responding 
to complaints, answering inquiries and public education 
in fire-related matters. Seasonal duties also include in­
spections and enforcement of the fireworks law. 

(5) Technical assistance. Specialists in fire prevention, 
building design, pyrotechnics, codes and related matters 
are maintained in the administrative office in Olympia 
to provide assistance to the other deputies and local of­
ficials in technical fire-related matters. [Statutory Au­
thority: Chapter 34.04 RCW. 78-04-076 (Order FM-
78-1), § 212-02-020, filed 4/4/78; Order FM-77-1, § 
212-02-020, filed 11/17 /77; Order FMR-68-3, § 212-
02-020, filed 8/23/68, effective 9/23/68.] 

WAC 212-02-030 Functions. (I) The licensing 
function involves the adoption of recognized standards 
applicable to each category or licensed facility and the 
inspection prior to licensing to insure compliance. Where 
local officials are qualified and agreeabl~, they may 
make the inspections on behalf of the fire marshal. The 
specific requirements and manner of enforcement are 
covered in detail in other regulations. 

(2) The fire investigation function involves all deputy 
fire marshals in varying degrees and for different spe­
cific purposes. Deputies assigned to inspection teams in­
vestigate fires in those specific facilities to evaluate the 
effectiveness/ineffectiveness of the regulations and to 
prevent future similar occurrences. 

The fire investigation division concentrates primarily 
on those fires which cannot be definitely determined to 
be accidental by the local investigator. Where criminal­
ity can be established, the deputy works directly with the 
local law enforcement agency in developing sufficient 
factual evidence for prosecution. 

With the advent of recent legislation mandating the 
investigation of all fires by each city, town and county to 
determine the cause, origin and circumstances, the role 
of the fire marshal has become that of a technical spe­
cialist, assisting local investigators when requested, and 
monitoring the effectiveness of fire investigations in gen­
eral. The fire marshal assigns all fires of criminal, sus­
pected or undetermined origin reported or made known 
to him to the fire investigation division for follow-up. 
Assistance may or may not be provided, in accordance 
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with local needs. Deputies follow these fires through the 
investigation and prosecution phases in order to establish 
state-wide statistics and ascertain other factors which 
will produce better results. 

Another important function in fire investigation is 
that of establishing responsibility for noncriminal fires. 
Negligence, product liability and design deficiencies play 
a key role in fire cause and spread. The fire marshal at­
tempts to document these factors with sufficient cer­
tainty to allow recovery by innocent victims and 
establish the need and justification for additional stand­
ards by industry or regulatory agencies. 

The ultimate failure in any fire is where serious injury 
or death results. The fire marshal attempts to expend 
special effort in the investigation of these fires to accu­
rately determine not only the cause of the fire but the 
reason the victims were unable to escape unharmed. 

(3) The fireworks function involves the administration 
of the fireworks law, including the regulation of fire­
works and the licensing of manufacturers, wholesalers, 
retailers, importers/exporters, public displays, and pyro­
technic operators. Included in this general function but 
the subject of separate rules, is the regulation of model 
and experimental rocketry. 

( 4) Local support, assistance. Recent legislation es­
tablished building and fire codes in each city, town and 
county and mandated enforcement at the local level. 
This responsibility was new to many municipalities and 
an increasingly greater amount of the fire marshal's time 
and effort is being directed toward assisting the smaller 
towns and counties in fulfilling this responsibility 
through training, advice and assistance. 

(5) Public education. The fire marshal is committed 
to the principle that more can be accomplished in the 
furtherance of fire prevention through education than hy 
enforcement or regulation. An informed populace will 
voluntarily comply with the majority of fire safety 
standards, which are based on common sense and expe­
rience. The mandated responsibilities of the fire marshal 
must be accomplished first with the discretionary func­
tions, such as public education, limited to the time and 
resources available. By a greater involvement of local 
officials in performing some of the duties required of the 
fire marshal, more time and resources are available to, 
in turn, assist these same officials in public education 
efforts. 

( 6) Other functions. The fire marshal serves as a 
source of information and advice to all levels of govern­
ment, business, industry and the general public. The 
headquarters and zone offices are staffed with full time 
clerical persons to receive telephone, mail and personal 
inquiries. The deputies and the technical specialists are 
qualified to answer questions on most all inquiries in­
volving fire and life safety, regulations, etc. A substan­
tial part of the fire marshal's time is involved in this 
activity. [Statutory Authority: Chapter 34.04 RCW. 78-
04-076 (Order FM-78-1), § 212-02-030, filed 4/4/78; 
Order FM-77-1, § 212-02-030, filed 11/17/77; Order 
FMR-68-3, § 212-02-030, filed 8 /23 /68, effective 
9/23/68.] 
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212-02-040 Title 212 WAC: State Fire Marshal 

WAC 212-02-040 Publications and information 
available. (1) Regulations of the fire marshal may be 
obtained from the Washington state code reviser's office 
in Olympia or any of the fire marshal's offices on the 
following subjects: Fire Marshal Standards, chapter 
212-12 WAC 

Fire protection systems and equipment, chapter 212-
14 WAC 

Fireworks, chapter 212-16 WAC 
Model rocketry, chapter 212-20 WAC 
Hospitals, chapter 212-28 WAC 
Nursing homes, chapter 212-32 WAC 
Boarding homes, chapter 212-36 WAC 
Private establishments, chapter 212-40 WAC 
Maternity homes, chapter 212-44 WAC 
Transient accommodations, chapter 212-52 WAC 
Group home in family abode, chapter 212-56 WAC 
Group home other than in family abode, chapter 212-

57 WAC 
Group home for developmentally disabled persons, 

chapter 212-58 WAC 
Mini day care center in family abode, chapter 212-59 

WAC 
Mini day care center other than in family abode, 

chapter 212-60 WAC 
Day care center in family abode, chapter 212-61 

WAC 
Day care center and day treatment program other 

than in family abode, chapter 212-62 WAC 
Child care institutions, chapter 212-63 WAC 
Maternity service, chapter 212-64 WAC 
Fire reporting (proposed) 
Fire investigation (proposed) 
(2) Various bulletins, publications and fire prevention 

items are available upon request from any of the fire 
marshal offices. 

(3) Annual report. The fire marshal is required to 
make an annual report to the governor, pursuant to 
RCW 48.48.110. This report is contained in the insur­
ance commissioner's annual report, available from this 
office. [Order FM-77-1, § 212-02-040, filed 11/17/77; 
Order FMR-68-3, § 212-02-040, filed 8/23/68, effec­
tive 9/23/68.] 

WAC 212-02-050 Hearings of the state fire mar­
shal. (1) Hearings of the fire marshal's office are con­
ducted according to the Administrative Procedure Act 
(chapter 34.04 RCW) and chapter 48.04 RCW. Essen­
tially, there are two types of hearings conducted - rule­
making hearings and contested cases, the latter includ­
ing appeals from disciplinary actions taken by the fire 
marshal. Under RCW 48.04.010 the fire marshal is re­
quired to hold a hearing upon demand by any person 
aggrieved by any act, threatened act, or failure of the 
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fire marshal to act, if such failure is deemed an act un­
der the code, or by any report, promulgation, or order of 
the fire marshal other than an order on a hearing of 
which such person was given actual notice or at which 
such person appeared as a party, or order pursuant to 
the order on such hearing. Requests for hearings must 
be made in writing, must specify how the person making 
the demand has been aggrieved by the office of the fire 
marshal, and the demand must specify the grounds to be 
relied upon as the basis for the relief sought. 

(2) "Contested case" hearings of the fire marshal are 
informal in nature, and formal rules of pleading and ev­
idence are not required. Generally, the fire marshal or 
his chief deputy sit as hearing examiner, but the fire 
marshal may appoint a special hearing examiner in 
technical matters, who would then prepare a decision for 
the fire marshal to approve or disapprove. A person 
wishing a full stenographic record of the proceeding 
must seasonably make a written request to the fire mar­
shal. Where such requests are not made, the hearing is 
recorded on tape and transcribed if appeal from the fire 
marshal's order is made to the superior court. The fire 
marshal allows any person affected by the hearing to be 
present during the giving of all testimony and will allow 
him a reasonable opportunity to inspect all documentary 
evidence, to examine witnesses and to present evidence 
in support of his interest. Any person heard must make 
full disclosure of the facts pertinent to the inquiry. (The 
foregoing is provided by chapter 34.04 RCW.) Unless a 
person aggrieved by an order of the fire marshal de­
mands a hearing thereon within ninety days after re­
ceiving notice of such order, the right to such a hearing 
shall conclusively be deemed have been waived. (RCW 
48.04.010(3)). The fire marshal must hold any hearing 
demanded with [within] thirty days after receipt of the 
demand, unless postponed by mutual consent. 

(3) Rule-making hearings. Rule-making hearings of 
the fire marshal are conducted pursuant to chapter 34-
.04 RCW (the Administrative Procedure Act), and 
chapters 42.32 and 48.04 RCW. Under applicable law 
all interested parties must be afforded an opportunity to 
express their views concerning a proposed regulation of 
the fire marshal's office, either orally or in writing: Pro­
vided, however, That no rule or regulation can be 
adopted unless in a public meeting, as required by chap­
ter 42.32 RCW and the Administrative Procedure Act, 
chapter 34.04 RCW. Notice of Intention of the fire 
marshal to adopt a proposed rule or regulation is sent to 
the press, as required by chapter 42.32 RCW, to anyone 
who has requested in advance that the notice be given to 
him and to all persons whom the fire marshal deter­
mined would be interested in the proceeding. [Order 
FM-77-1, § 212-02-050, filed 11/17 /77; Order F-75-
1, § 212-02-050, filed 5/19/75.] 
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Fire Marshal Standards 212-12-010 

Chapter 212-08 WAC 
PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE 

Reviser's note: WAC 212-08-005 through 212-08-590 Practice and 
Procedure. [Rule .08.010 through '.08.590 filed 3/22/60 by the state 
fire marshal.] Rules repealed by Order FMR 68-2, filed June 12, 
1968. See material portion of the repealer below. 

"I, LEE I. KUECKELHAN, Ex-Officio State Fire Marshal of the 
State of Washington, by virtue of the power vested in me by chapter 
34.04 RCW and RCW 48.02.060 through chapter 48.48 RCW, after 
due and regular notice, and in a meeting open to the public, held in the 
Insurance Commissioner's office, Insurance Building, Olympia, 
Washington, at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, June 11, 1968, as required by 
chapter 34.04 RCW and chapter 42.32 RCW, do hereby repeal the 
above-entitled rules and regulations, effective July 11, 1968, on the 
grounds that such rules and regulations are substantially contained in 
Title I, WAC, which are intended to be the uniform rules of practice 
and procedure for state administrative agencies." 

WAC 
212-12-010 

Chapter 212-12 WAC 
FIRE MARSHAL STANDARDS 

Adoption of fire safety standards[--Effective date]. 

DISPOSITION OF SECTIONS FORMERLY CODIFIED IN THIS 
CHAPTER 

212-12-045 

212-12-046 

212-12-047 

212-12-050 

212-12-055 

212-12-060 

212-12-065 

212-12-070 

212-12-075 
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..... I 

Standards of safety--Codes adopted as applicable 
to hospitals, nursing and boarding homes and private 
psychiatric hospitals. [Rule promulgated 4/24/57.) 
Repealed by Order FMR 68-1, filed 5/2/68, effec­
tive 6/1/68. 
Safety standards for jurisdictions having no compre­
hensive fire protection and safety code--Nursing 
homes, hospitals, boarding homes, maternity homes, 
"private establishments", and child welfare agen­
cies--Adoption by reference of 1961 codes-­
Savings clause. (Order 337 (part), filed 10/26/67, 
effective 11/24/67; Regulation 182, filed 3/22/63.) 
Repealed by Order FMR 68-1, filed 5/2/68, effec­
tive 6/1/68. 
Existing hospitals, etc. Minimum standards for con­
tinuation of fire approval for existing use or occu­
pancy under any savings clause heretofore applicable. 
Effective date. [Order FMR-69-2, § 212-12-047, 
filed 8/12/69; Emergency Order RMR-69-2, § 212-
12-047, filed 6/26/69; Order 337 (part), § 212-12-
047, filed 10/26/67, effective I 1/24/67; Regulation 
238, filed 12/14/65.) Repealed by Order FM-77-2, 
filed II/ 17 /77. 
Building exits code ( 1949) adopted for licensed insti­
tutions, nursing and maternity homes--Interpretive 
policy. [Filed 3/22/60.) Repealed by Order F-71-1, 
filed 8/10/71. 
Building exits code ( 1949) adopted for licensed insti­
tutions, nursing and maternity homes--Interpretive 
policy--Definitions. [Filed 3/22/60.) Repealed by 
Order F-71-1, filed 8/10/71. 
Building exits code ( 1949) adopted for licensed insti­
tutions, nursing and maternity homes--Interpretive 
policy--Building construction. [Filed 3/22/60.) 
Repealed by Order F-71-1, filed 8 / 10 /71. 
Building exits code ( 1949) adopted for licensed insti­
tutions, nursing and maternity homes--Interpretive 
policy--Exit facilities. [Filed 3/22/60.) Repealed 
by Order F-71-1, filed 8/10/71. 
Building exits code (I 949) adopted for licensed insti­
tutions, nursing and m\lternity homes--Interpretive 
policy--Aisles and corridors. [Filed 3/22/60.) Re­
pealed by Order F-71-1, filed 8/10/71. 
Building exits code (1949) adopted for licensed insti­
tutions, nursing and maternity homes--Interpretive 

212-12-080 

212-12-085 

212-12-090 

212-12-095 

212-12-100 

212-12-105 

212-12-110 

212-12-115 

212-12-120 

212-12-990 

policy--Openings in enclosure areas. [Filed 
3/22/60.) Repealed by Order F-71-1, filed 8/10/71. 
Building exits code (I 949) adopted for licensed insti­
tutions, nursing and maternity homes--Interpretive 
policy--Enclosure of basement stairs, etc. [Filed 
3/22/60.) Repealed by Order F-71-1, filed 8/10/71. 
Building exits code ( 1949) adopted for licensed insti­
tutions, nursing and maternity homes--Interpretive 
policy-Separation of hazardous areas and sprin­
kler systems. [Filed 3/22/60.) Repealed by Order F-
71-1, filed 8/10/71. 
Building exits code (I 949) adopted for licensed insti­
tutions, nursing and maternity homes--Interpretive 
policy--Heating. [Filed 3/22/60.) Repealed by 
Order F-71-1, filed 8/10/71. 
Building exits code (1949) adopted for licensed insti­
tutions, nursing and maternity homes--Interpretive 
policy--Exterior stairs. [Filed 3/22/60.) Repealed 
by Order F-71-1, filed 8/10/71. 
Building exits code ( I 949) adopted for licensed insti­
tutions, nursing and maternity homes--Interpretive 
policy--Lighting. [Filed 3/22/60.) Repealed by 
Order F-71-1, filed 8/10/71. 
Building exits code ( 1949) adopted for licensed insti­
tutions, nursing and maternity homes--Interpretive 
policy--Draft stops, [Filed 3/22/60.) Repealed by 
Order F-71-1, filed 8/10/71. 
Building exits code ( 1949) adopted for licensed insti­
tutions, nursing and maternity homes--Interpretive 
policy--Fire extinguishing equipment. [Filed 
3/22/60.) Repealed by Order F-71-1, filed 8/10/71. 
Building exits code ( 1949) adopted for licensed insti­
tutions, nursing and maternity homes--Interpretive 
policy--Alarm system. [Filed 3/22/60.) Repealed 
by Order F-71-1, filed 8/10/71. 
Building exits code ( 1949) adopted for licensed insti­
tutions, nursing and maternity homes--Interpretive 
policy--Miscellaneous. [Filed 3/22/60.) Repealed 
by Order F-71-1, filed 8/10/71. 
Appendix A--History and background of Regula­
tion 238 [WAC 212-12--047]. [Order 238, Appendix 
A (codified as WAC 212-12-990), filed 12/14/65, 
effective 1/15/66.) Repealed by Order FM-77-2, 
filed 11/17 /77. 

WAC 212-12-010 Adoption of fire safety stand­
ards[--Effective date]. (1) Application. This regulation 
shall apply to: 

(a) Transient accommodations (RCW 70.62.290). 
(b) Nursing homes (RCW 18.51.140). 
(c) Hospitals (RCW 70.41.080). 
(d) Boarding homes (RCW 18.20.130). 
(e) Private establishments; i.e. private, mental, and 

alcoholic hospitals (RCW 71.12.485). 
(f) Maternity homes (RCW 18.46.110). 
(g) Agencies licensed by the department of social and 

health services pursuant to chapter 74.15 RCW, RCW 
74.32.040 through 74.32.055, and 74.13.031, except fos­
ter family homes and child placing agencies. 

(h) Schools under the jurisdiction of the superinten­
dent of public instruction and the state board of educa­
tion (RCW 48.48.045). 

(i) Private schools (RCW 28A.02.201 ). 
(2) Purpose. The purpose of these standards is to 

specify measures which will provide a reasonable degree 
of public safety from fire without involving hardship or 
interference with the normal use and occupancy of a 
building. 

(3) Fire Safety Standards. The fire safety standards of 
the state fire marshal shall be as follows: 
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(a) The fire safety standards or applicable portions 
thereof as found or referenced in the State Building 
Code Act, chapter 19.27 RCW. 

(b) The 1976 edition of the National Fire Protection 
Association Life Safety Code 101. 

(c) Those standards of the National Fire Protection 
Association applicable to and expressly or impliedly ref­
erenced in the Life Safety Code. 

(4) Enforcement. Enforcement of these fire safety 
standards shall be as follows: 

(a) New construction or major remodeling shall be in 
conformance with the Uniform Building Code, as ad­
ministered by the local official having jurisdiction. 

(b) Operation and maintenance shall be in conform­
ance with the Uniform Fire Code, as administered by 
the local official having jurisdiction. 

(c) Existing buildings shall be governed by local codes 
and the Life Safety Code. 

(d) Existing licensed occupancies previously approved 
by the state fire marshal as in conformance with the 
standards then in effect shall have their existing use or 
occupancy continued, provided such continued use is not 
dangerous to life and is acceptable to the local fire and 
building officials having jurisdiction. 

(e) An existing occupancy, licensed as in conformance 
with a previous edition of the Life Safety Code, may opt 
to conform to the most recent edition of the Life Safety 
Code, but only if the most recent code is used in its en­
tirety as the applicable code for the occupancy. 

(f) Occupancies, operations or processes not specifi­
cally covered elsewhere, in which the state fire marshal 
has responsibilities for the removal of fire hazards, shall 
be conducted and/or maintained in accordance with the 
latest edition of the National Fire Protection Association 
Fire Codes shall be deemed prima facie evidence of good 
practice. [Order FM-77-2, § 212-12-010, filed 
11/17/77; Order F-72-1, § 212-12-010, filed 1/24/72; 
Order F-71-1, § 212-12-010, filed 8/10/71; Order 
FMR-68-1, § 212-12-010, filed 5/2/68, effective 
6/1/68; filed 3/22/60.] 

Chapter 212-14 WAC 

FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS AND EQUIPMENT 

WAC 
212-14-001 
212-14-005 
212-14-010 
212-14-015 
212-14-020 
212-14-025 
212-14-030 
212-14-035 
212-14-040 
212-14-045 
212-14-050 
212-14-055 
212-14-060 
212-14-070 
212-14-080 
212-14-090 
212-14-100 

Application, protective signaling systems. 
Scope, protective signaling systems. 
Initiation of signal indication. 
System types. 
Signal indicating devices. 
Common requirements. 
Manual alarm initiation. 
Automatic detection and alarm initiation. 
Automatic smoke detection and alarm initiation. 
Extinguishing system alarm initiation. 
Extinguishing system supervisory signal initiation. 
Municipal fire department notification. 
Power supply. 
Alarm and supervision circuits. 
Manual sending stations. 
Alarm signal systems and functions. 
Application, automatic sprinklers and other extin­

guishing equipment. 
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212-14-105 

212-14-110 
212-14-115 
212-14-120 
212-14-12001 
212-14-125 
212-14-130 

Scope, automatic sprinklers and other extinguishing 
equipment. 

Automatic sprinklers. 
Supervision. 
Other automatic extinguishing equipment. 
Appendix A--Reference table. 
Manual extinguishing equipment. 
Automatic fire detection systems. 

WAC 212-14-001 Application, protective signaling 
systems. This regulation applies to facilities licensed by 
the department of social and health services in which 
state fire marshal inspection and/ or approval is required. 
Unless otherwise specified, the provisions apply to both 
new and existing facilities. 

The state fire marshal may modify the application of 
these regulations only if the following are met: 

(1) The occupancy is the same as it was prior to the 
adoption of this regulation. 

(2) Strict compliance would be clearly impractical. 
(3) Variances from the regulations do not compromise 

the safety of the occupants. [Order FM-77-5, § 212-
14-001, filed 12/12/77.] 

WAC 212-14-005 Scope, protective signaling sys­
tems. This regulation is intended to specify requirements 
covering alarm signaling systems which provide fire and 
extinguishing system alarm and supervisory signals. 
These systems are primarily intended for the protection 
of life by indicating abnormal conditions and secondarily 
to summon assistance. 

A protective signaling system consists of three pri­
mary parts; signal initiating, signal control and signal 
indicating devices. 

(1) Signal initiating devices are those devices which 
may be used to manually or automatically initiate an 
alarm signal. 

(2) Signal control panels are the control units which 
receive alarm signals from the signal initiating devices 
and systematically convert and transmit them to signal 
indicating devices. 

(3) Signal indicating devices are those devices which 
audible and/ or visually warn occupants or authorized 
personnel of presence of an alarm. 

The following NFPA standards cover installation de-
tails for protective signaling systems: 

(1) NFPA 71 - Central station signaling systems. 
(2) NFPA 72A - Local protective signaling systems. 
(3) NFPA 72B - Auxiliary protective signaling 

systems. 
(4) NFPA 72C - Remote station protective signaling 

systems. 
(5) NFPA 72D - Proprietary protective signaling 

systems. 
( 6) NFPA 72E - Automatic fire detectors. 
(7) NFPA 74 - Household fire warning systems. [Or­

der FM-77-5, § 212-14-005, filed 12/12/77.] 

WAC 212-14-010 Initiation of signal indication. A 
signaling system shall provide signal indication, due to 
any or all of the following means of initiation: 

(1) Manual fire alarm initiation. 
(2) Automatic fire detection and alarm initiation. 
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(3) Automatic smoke detection and alarm initiation. 
( 4) Automatic detection and alarm initiation of extin­

guishing system operation. 
(5) Automatic detection and alarm initiation of in­

dustrial processes or other conditions endangering life. 
( 6) Monitoring and supervisory signal initiation of 

conditions which would prevent operation of an extin­
guishing system. 

(7) Voice communication alarm initiation. [Order 
FM-77-5, § 212-14-010, filed 12/12/77; Order F-70-
2, § 212-14-010, filed 9/21/70.) 

WAC 212-14-015 System types. Systems contem­
plated by this regulation are classified into four types in 
accordance with the type of action of the signal indicat­
ing devices following the operation of an alarm initiating 
device, as follows: 

(1) Noncoded systems sound a constant and continu­
ous alarm signal until the system is restored to normal. 
These systems are used to evacuate buildings without 
audibly indicating the location of a fire although visual 
annunciation may be provided to indicate the location of 
the fire. 

(2) Common coded systems sound a coded alarm sig­
nal either for a fixed number of rounds or continuously 
until the system is restored to normal. The coded signal 
is common to the system and does not audibly indicate 
the location of a fire. These systems are used to evacuate 
buildings where a distinctive coded signal is desired to 
differentiate between the fire alarm and other audible 
signals. 

The purpose of an alarm is to provide a signal for all 
occupants to leave. However, it is often advisable to give 
code signals to those in authority and those who will as­
sist the occupants in leaving the building, as, for exam­
ple, to principals, superintendents, managers, engineers, 
members of private fire brigades, etc., who require drills 
in the interpretation and response to code signals. 

(3) Selective coded systems sound a coded alarm sig­
nal for a fixed number of rounds. The coded signal gen­
erally identifies the particular alarm initiating device 
which has operated, or may identify the particular sec­
tion of the premises where an alarm initiating device has 
been operated. These systems may be used to evacuate 
the building and/or notify those in authority who may 
assist the occupants in leaving the building. These sys­
tems may also sound a continuous alarm signal after the 
selective code signal has been completed to provide an 
evacuation signal until the system has been restored to 
normal. 

( 4) Dual coded systems sound a coded alarm signal 
for a fixed number of rounds at selected locations, and 
at the same time a constant and continuous alarm signal 
at all other locations until the system is restored to nor­
mal. The coded signal identifies the particular alarm in­
itiating device which has operated or the particular 
section or zone of the premises where an alarm initiating 
device has been operated. These systems are used to 
evacuate the building and at the same time to notify 
those in authority and those who will assist the occu­
pants in leaving the building. 
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Noncoded, common coded, selective coded, or dual 
coded systems may be used wherever protective signaling 
systems are required, unless otherwise prohibited, and 
the purpose and intent is met. [Order FM-77-5, § 212-
14-015, filed 12/12/77.] 

WAC 212-14-020 Signal indicating devices. Audi­
ble alarm indicating devices shall be of such character 
and so distributed to be effectively heard above the 
maximum noise level obtained under normal conditions 
of the occupancy. 

Audible alarm indication shall produce signals which 
are distinctive from audible signaling indicating devices 
used for other purposes in the same area. 

Audible fire alarm devices other than voice communi­
cation shall be used only for fire alarm system purposes. 

The manner of sounding alarms should be standard­
ized with a view to obtaining uniformity throughout as 
large a geographical area as practicable, so that persons 
moving from one locality to another will not be misled 
and confused by differences in manner of sounding 
alarms. 

This point is of special importance in certain occu­
pancies. For example, pending the time when state-wide 
uniformity in school alarm systems can be attained, uni­
formity of alarm signals should be strictly enforced in all 
public and private schools throughout each city and the 
adjacent suburban territory. 

Visual alarm indicating devices may not be used in 
lieu of audible devices. 

Visible alarm devices in addition to audible alarms are 
desirable in buildings occupied by deaf persons. 

Where a protective signaling system is required for 
purpose of evacuation, it shall be so installed as to pro­
vide effective warning of fire in any part of the building. 

EXCEPTION: Where a building is divided by fire 
walls into separate fire sections or by other means with 
adequate safeguards against spread of fire or smoke 
from one section to another, each section may be con­
sidered a separate building. [Order FM-77-5, § 212-
14-020, filed 12/12/77; Order F-70-2, § 212-14-020, 
filed 9/21/70.) 

WAC 212-14-025 Common requirements. Protec­
tive signaling systems and their component devices or 
equipment shall be approved for the purpose for which 
installed. 

Systems shall be under the supervision of a qualified, 
responsible person, who shall cause proper tests and in­
spection to be made at prescribed intervals and shall 
have general charge of all alterations and additions to 
the system. 

Systems shall be tested periodically to insure continu­
ous reliability. 

System components or equipment shall be restored to 
normal condition promptly after each test or alarm and 
shall be kept in normal condition for operation. 

Systems shall be arranged to cause effective response 
of all required signal indicating devices without the ne­
cessity of manual operation after rhe operation of any 
signal initiating device. 
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A signaling system may be arranged to automatically 
perform local, incidental control functions necessary to 
make the premises safer in event of fire or to make it 
possible to hear alarm signals. The performance of inci­
dental control functions, such as the release of self-­
opening or self-dosing doors, shutting off supplies of 
gas, fuel oil, or electrical power, switching on emergency 
lights, switching off supply ventilating fans, and the like, 
shall not in any way impair the effective response of all 
required alarm indicating devices. The performance of 
incidental control functions shall not interfere with the 
power for lighting or for operating elevators. [Order 
FM----77----5, § 212----14----025, filed 12/12/77.] 

WAC 212-14-030 Manual alarm initiation. Manual 
fire alarm boxes shall be used only for fire protective 
signaling purposes. 

A manual fire alarm box shall be provided in the nat­
ural path of escape from fire, near each exit from an 
area and shall be readily accessible, unobstructed and at 
visible points. 

Additional fire alarm boxes shall be so located that 
from any part of the building not more than two hun­
dred feet horizontal distance on the same floor must be 
traversed in order to reach a fire alarm box. 

Manual fire alarm boxes shall be arranged such that 
there will be no difference between the sounding of ac­
tual alarms and drill signals. 

Each manual fire alarm box on a system shall be of 
the same general type. 

Manual fire alarm boxes shall be tested periodically. 
[Order FM----77----5, § 212----14----030, filed 12/12/77; Order 
F----70----2, § 212----14---030, filed 9/21/70.] 

WAC 212-14-035 Automatic detection and alarm 
initiation. Automatic fire detection alarm initiating de­
vices, where required, shall be located upon the ceiling, 
on the side walls near the ceiling, or at other appropriate 
locations after an engineering survey has been made. 
(See NFPA 72E, Standard on Automatic Fire Detec­
tors, for details concerning location, spacing and testing 
of fire detectors). 

Any automatic fire detection system for life safety 
from fire must have a high degree of reliability. This in­
dicates the need for such features as: (I) An electric 
current supply independent of the electric power source 
for the building; (2) trouble signals to give warning in 
case of short circuits or breaks in wires, or other condi­
tions which might interfere with the proper operation of 
the system; (3) gongs or other signals of such types and 
so located as to give assured warning even to sleeping 
persons; and ( 4) above all, a regular maintenance pro­
gram. There is a very considerable diversity in types of 
automatic fire detection and alarm equipment commer­
cially available, and selection of types suitable for any 
given situation calls for the exercise of judgment based 
upon experience. 

Automatic fire detection alarm initiating devices shall 
be approved for the particular application, spacings and 
locations. 
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Automatic fire detection alarm initiation devices shall 
be tested at least annually to insure continuous 
reliability. 

Certain types of heat detectors constructed with non­
restorable elements cannot be tested. 

The connection of automatic fire detection devices 
shall not impair the effectiveness and dependability of 
operation of manual fire alarm boxes to sound the alarm 
indicating signals. [Order FM----77----5, § 212----14----035, 
filed 12/12/77.] 

WAC 212-14-040 Automatic smoke detection and 
alarm initiation. The location of automatic smoke detec­
tion initiating devices, where required, shall be based 
upon a survey of the area to be protected. They shall be 
so located and adjusted to operate reliably in case of 
smoke production in any part of the protected area. (See 
NFPA 72E, Standard on Automatic Fire Detectors, for 
details concerning location, spacing and testing of fire 
detectors). 

Automatic smoke detection devices shall be approved 
for the particular application, spacing and locations. 

Automatic smoke detection devices shall be tested at 
least annually to insure continuous reliability. 

The connection of smoke detection devices shall not 
impair the effectiveness and dependability of operation 
of manual fire alarm boxes to operate the alarm initiat­
ing devices. [Order FM----77----5, § 212----14----040, filed 
12/12/77; Order F----70----2, § 212----14----040, filed 
9/21/70.] 

WAC 212-14-045 Extinguishing system alarm initi­
ation. Where a sprinkler system provides automatic de­
tection and alarm initiation it shall be provided with an 
alarm initiation device which will operate when the flow 
of water is equal to or greater than that from a single 
automatic sprinkler. 

Extinguishing system alarm initiating devices shall be 
approved for the particular application and location. 

Extinguishing system alarm devices shall be tested 
periodically to insure reliability. 

Means for manually operating the extinguishing sys­
tem alarm signaling system shall be provided. The man­
ual means shall be located where designated by the state 
fire marshal. [Order FM----77----5, § 212----14----045, filed 
12/12/77.] 

WAC 212-14-050 Extinguishing system supervisory 
signal initiation. Supervisory signal initiating devices 
which monitor valves, pressure, water level, temperature, 
pumps and other conditions which could impair or pre­
vent operation of an extinguishing system, shall be pro­
vided where required by the state fire marshal. 

Audible signals from alarm devices initiated by oper­
ation of supervisory signal initiating devices shall be 
separate and distinct from those indicating manual or 
automatic system operation. 

Installation of a supervisory signal initiating device 
shall not interfere with the normal operation of any part 
of the extinguishing system. 

(1980 Ed.) 



Fire Protection Systems And Equipment 212-14-080 

Supervisory signal initiating devices shall be tested 
periodically to insure reliability. 

The connection of supervisory signal initiating devices 
shall be installed so as to not impair the effectiveness 
and dependability of operation of manual fire alarm 
boxes to sound alarm indicating signals. [Order FM-77-
5, § 212-14-050, filed 12/12/77; Order F-70-2, § 212-
14-050, filed 9/21/70.] 

WAC 212-14-055 Municipal fire department notifi­
cation. An alarm signaling system shall be so arranged 
that the normal operation of any required alarm initiat­
ing device will automatically transmit an alarm to the 
municipal fire department or to such other outside as­
sistance as may be available when required by state fire 
marshal regulations. 

It is highly desirable that fire alarm equipment in­
stalled for the notification of the occupants of buildings 
in localities under protection of regularly organized fire 
departments or private fire brigades be arranged to 
cause automatic transmission of alarms ( directly or 
through an approved central office) to such fire depart­
ments or brigades upon operation of any alarm sending 
station or system. When no such connection is provided 
it is recommended that a fire alarm box arranged to sig­
nal the fire department be installed either at the main 
entrance to the building, at the telephone switchboard, 
or outside the building plainly visible by day or night 
and conveniently accessible from the main entrance. 

An alarm signaling system may be connected to the· 
municipal fire department by: 

( 1) Direct connect by remote station system. 
(2) Auxiliary connect by municipal alarm system. 
(3) Alarm transmission by an approved central station 

system. [Order FM-77-5, § 212-14-055, filed 
12/12/77.] 

WAC 212-14-060 Power supply. (1) All systems 
shall provide a secondary power source and shall auto­
matically transfer, within ten seconds, to that source in 
the event of a primary power source interruption. Such 
secondary source shall provide at least twenty-four 
hours' power supply. 

(2) All power supply equipment (batteries, battery 
chargers, rectifiers, switching facilities, transformers, 
etc.) and wiring shall be installed in conformity with the 
requirements of the National Fire Codes and rules and 
regulations of the state Department of Labor and Indus­
tries, Electrical Inspection Division (reference chapter 
296-46 WAC.) 

(3) Where there is provided in the protected premises 
an emergency power supply, separate from the main 
building supply, and available for operation of essential 
services, this emergency supply may be used as a sec­
ondary power supply for the alarm system. A separate 
source of power shall be provided for operating the 
trouble signals. 

(4) A separate service entrance and equipment are re­
quired for emergency circuits; this may be connected at 
the service weather heads or transformer secondary, as 
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in the case of underground service. Emergency equip­
ment shall be located sufficiently separated from the 
main distribution equipment. In the case of an isolated 
power plant, a second service entrance shall be provided 
as above for emergency circuits. 

(5) Where emergency service is provided by batteries, 
it shall provide at least twenty-four hour standby. [Or­
der F-70-2, § 212-14-060, filed 9/21/70.] 

WAC 212-14-070 Alarm and supervision circuits. 
( 1) All circuits for operating alarm sounding devices and 
appliances shall be electrically supervised, with the 
exception of: 

(a) The circuit of an alarm sounding device installed 
in the same room with a system control unit provided 
the circuit conductors are installed in conduit or equiva­
lently protected against mechanical injury or tampering, 
with a limit of three feet of conduit. 

(b) A trouble signal circuit. 
(c) The neutral of a three-, four-, or five-wire AC or 

DC supply source. 
(d) Alarm signal sounding appliances when 
(i) alternately connected to two or more circuits at 

approximately equally-distributed points throughout the 
building, or 

(ii) connected to a return loop circuit, so that a break 
or ground fault does not prevent the operation of any 
sounding appliance, and with means provided for testing 
the continuity of the circuit. Note: 11 Approximately 
equally-distributed throughout II shall be interpreted to 
mean sounding appliances shall be installed so that fail­
ure of any one circuit or alarm signal shall not prevent 
the alarm from being heard in the areas served by that 
circuit. 

(2) A fire alarm system shall be electrically super­
vised so that the occurrence of a break, or a ground fault 
of its installation wiring circuits which prevents the re­
quired operation of the system, or failure of the main 
power supply, shall be indicated by a distinctive trouble 
signal. 

(3) Each manually-operated alarm signal station in a 
single system shall be of the same general type and all 
equipment furnished by the contractor, installer, and/or 
manufacturer shall operate in the same fashion as the 
existing equipment. 

(4) Manually-operated fire alarm equipment shall be 
provided wherever specified by the applicable provisions 
of WAC 212-14-080 through 212-14-120. [Order F-
70-2, § 212-14-070, filed 9/21/70.] 

WAC 212-14-080 Manual sending stations. (1) A 
manually-operated sending station shall be provided at 
each main exit and in the natural path of escape from 
fire, at readily-accessible and visible points which are 
not likely to be obstructed. 

(2) Each manually-operated sending station shall be 
securely mounted. The bottom of the box shall not be 
less than four and one-half feet, and not more than six 
feet, from the floor level. 

(3) Each manually-operated sending station shall not 
be more than two hundred feet distant from another 
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station on the same floor, or more than one hundred feet 
and one flight of stairs from a sending station upon an­
other floor, and shall be located in the natural path of 
escape from fire. [Order F-70-2, § 212-14-080, filed 
9/21/70.] 

WAC 212-14-090 Alarm signal systems and func­
tions. (1) All systems shall test free from grounds, ex­
cept those parts or circuits or equipment which are 
intentionally and permanently grounded to provide 
ground fault detection, emergency ground signaling, or 
circuit protective grounding. All systems shall be so de­
signed that they do not depend upon the effectiveness of 
any ground connection for normal operation. 

(2) All apparatus shall be restored to normal use as 
promptly as possible after each test or alarm, and shall 
be kept in normal condition for operation. 

(3) A switch for silencing the trouble signal sounding 
appliance may be provided only if it transfers the trouble 
indication to a lamp or other acceptable visible indicator 
adjacent to the switch. The visible indicator shall remain 
in operation until the silencing switch is restored to its 
normal position unless the audible trouble signal will be 
obtained when a fault occurs without restoring the 
switch to normal, or unless the audible trouble signal is 
again energized upon correction of the fault. 

( 4) Depending upon the application, local fire alarm 
systems may include one or more of the following 
features: 

(a) Locating the area of origin of the alarm by coded 
fire alarm signals or annunciation. 

(b) Dual-coded alarm system (see WAC 212-14-
130) to minimize the possibility of panic and unneces­
sary evacuation in buildings of public occupancy or 
assembly. 

(5) Alarm devices shall be provided, of such character 
and so distributed, as to be effective regardless of the 
maximum noise level obtained from machinery or other 
equipment, or vocal sounds produced under normal con­
ditions of occupancy. 

(6) Each system shall be arranged so that no manual 
intervention will be required following the actuation of a 
sending station or automatic detector for causing the ef­
fective response of all required sounding devices. No fa­
cilities shall be provided whereby such response can be 
controlled or modified, except where specifically ap­
proved, or as provided in this chapter. 

(7) Where corridors in an institutional, residential, or 
educational building are utilized for pressurized air­
handling systems, and approved automatic smoke detec­
tor system shall be installed and connected to automati­
cally energize the fire alarm circuit, release hold-open 
devices on required doors in fire walls and smoke sepa­
ration partitions, and simultaneously de-energize the 
electrical power to the mechanical equipment of the air­
handling system. 

(8) Annunciators shall be required on all fire alarm 
systems when the building complex consists of three or 
more separate buildings, floors, or fire divisions. Such 
annunciators shall have all interconnecting wiririg elec­
trically supervised. Annunciator panels shall be installed 
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so as to be clearly visible and identifiable to personnel 
responding to an alarm. 

(9) Where automatic alarm systems are not directly 
connected to the public fire department or other central 
reporting agencies, an external sounding device shall be 
provided equalling a maximum of one-half mile audibil­
ity range. 

(10) Fire alarm control panel and/or trouble signal 
indicators shall be installed in areas which are normally 
staffed during the hours the building is occupied. Fire 
alarm control panels shall have a constantly visible indi­
cator showing that the system is normal. Any derange­
ment of the system circuits will be indicated by means of 
a trouble bell or buzzer. When the audible trouble signal 
is silenced manually, the visual signal shall continue to 
indicate that the system is not operating normally and 
shall be corrected immediately. When required, the con­
trol panels may be equipped with a momentary contact 
reset switch. 

(11) A manually- or automatically-operated fire 
alarm system may be arranged for the accomplishment 
of incidental functions, such as the release of self-open­
ing or self-closing doors, cutting off supplies of gas, fuel, 
oil, or electric power, switching on emergency lights, 
stopping of air-handling equipment fans, etc., insofar as 
the accomplishment of such functions does not impair 
the effectiveness or reliability of the required sounding 
devices in response to the required sending stations. 

(12) Circuit diagrams shall be supplied by the com­
pany installing the system. Directions for operating, to­
gether with instructions on how to reset the system or 
de-energize the circuit after the alarm has been 
sounded, shall be conspicuously posted. 

(13) Supervised circuit wiring of fire alarm systems 
shall be classified as Class I signal systems and shall in­
clude all wiring attached thereto. [Order F-70-2, § 
212-14-090, filed 9/21/70.] 

WAC 212-14-100 Application, automatic sprinklers 
and other extinguishing equipment. This regulation ap­
plies to facilities licensed by the department of social 
and health services in which state fire marshal inspection 
and/or approval is required. Unless otherwise specified, 
the provisions apply to both new and existing facilities. 

The state fire marshal may modify the application of 
this regulation only if the following are met: 

( 1) The occupancy is the same as it was prior to the 
adoption of this regulation. 

(2) Strict compliance would be clearly impractical. 
(3) Variances from the regulation does not compro­

mise the safety of the occupants. [Order FM-77-5, § 
212-14-100, filed 12/12/77; Order F-70-2, § 212-14-
100, filed 9/21/70.] 

WAC 212-14-105 Scope, automatic sprinklers and 
other extinguishing equipment. This regulation is in­
tended to specify requirements covering automatic 
sprinkler systems, other automatic extinguishing equip­
ment and manual extinguishing equipment. These sys­
tems are primarily intended for the protection of life and 
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secondarily for protection of property. [Order FM-77-5, 
§ 212-14-105, filed 12/12/77.] 

WAC 212-14-110 Automatic sprinklers. Each re­
quired automatic sprinkler system shall be installed in 
accordance with NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation 
of Sprinkler Systems. 

Experience shows that automatic sprinklers, properly 
installed and maintained, are the most effective of any 
of the various safeguards against loss of life by fire. 
Their value is psychological as well as physical, in that 
they give a sense of security to occupants of buildings 
and tend to minimize possible panic hazard in case of 
fire. There is no case in the NFPA records of over one 
hundred thousand fires in sprinklered buildings where 
water from automatic sprinklers has in any way contrib­
uted to panic. 

NFPA 13, Standard for the installation of sprinkler 
systems, covers installation details for standard auto­
matic sprinkler systems. It will generally be found most 
desirable to provide a complete standard automatic 
sprinkler installation to protect the entire property, in 
the interest of both life safety from fire and the protec­
tion of property, even in situations where sprinklers are 
required only for hazardous areas. 

NFPA 13, Standard for the installation of sprinkler 
systems, provides for the installation of systems of vari­
ous types appropriate for the individual building 
protected. 

Where automatic sprinklers are installed for life 
safety in buildings of small or moderate size in areas 
where no adequate public water supplies are available, 
pressure tank supply will usually be found satisfactory. 
Pressure tanks may be filled from any small domestic 
water supply. 

NFPA 13A, Recommended practice for the care and 
maintenance of sprinkler systems, gives detailed infor­
mation on maintenance procedures. 

In areas protected by automatic sprinklers, automatic 
heat detection devices may be deleted. 

Properly designed automatic sprinkler systems provide 
the dual function of both automatic alarms and auto­
matic extinguishment. 

The foregoing is not true in those cases where early 
detection of incipient fire and early notification of occu­
pants are needed to initiate actions in behalf of life 
safety earlier than can be expected from heat-sensitive 
fire detectors. 

Where automatic sprinkler protection is provided, 
other requirements of the regulations of the state fire 
marshal may be modified to such extent as permitted by 
the provisions of this regulation or the state fire marshal. 

Standard automatic sprinkler protection provides a 
high degree of life safety from fire. This regulation, 
however, does not rely on any one feature as the sole 
safeguard for life and other regulations may specify ad­
ditional safeguards in recognition of the fact that auto­
matic sprinkler systems may, in rare instances, be 
inoperative. This regulation also recognizes the fact that 
some quality of smoke may be produced before fire is 
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extinguished by automatic sprinklers, and that any 
smoke may create a panic hazard even though there may 
be no actual danger. [Order FM-77-5, § 212-14-110, 
filed 12/12/77; Order F-70-2, § 212-14-110, filed 
9/21/70.] 

WAC 212-14-115 Supervision. When supervised 
automatic sprinkler protection is specified in other state 
fire marshal regulations, a distinct supervisory signal 
shall be provided to indicate a condition that will impair 
the satisfactory operation of the sprinkler system. This 
shall include but not be limited to monitoring of control 
valves, fire pump power supplies and running conditions, 
water tank levels and temperatures, pressure of pressure 
tanks, and air pressure on dry pipe valves. 

NFPA 71, Standard for the installation, maintenance 
and use of central station signaling systems gives details 
of standard practice in sprinkler supervision. 

Subject to other state fire marshal regulations, sprin­
kler supervision shall also be provided by direct connec­
tion to municipal fire departments. 

NFPA Standards 72A, 72B, 72C and 72D cover such 
matters. Where municipal fire alarm systems are in­
volved, reference should also be made to NFPA 73, 
Standard for the installation, maintenance and use of 
municipal fire alarm systems. 

Supervisory signals for sprinkler systems shall termi­
nate in a location within the protected building or prem­
ises which is constantly attended by qualified personnel 
in the employ of the owner, or shall terminate in an ap­
proved remote receiving facility. 

When supervised automatic sprinkler protection is re­
quired, waterflow alarms shall be transmitted to an ap­
proved proprietary alarm receiving facility, remote 
station, central station, or the fire department. Such 
connections shall be installed in accordance with appro­
priate NFPA standards. (NFPA 71 and 72 series). [Or­
der FM-77-5, § 212-14-115, filed 12/12/77.] 

WAC 212-14-120 Other automatic extinguishing 
equipment. In any occupancy where the character of a 
potential fuel for fire is such that extinguishment or 
control of fire may be more effectively accomplished by 
a type of automatic extinguishing system other than an 
automatic sprinkler system such as carbon dioxide, dry 
chemical, foam, Halon 1301, or water spray, a standard 
extinguishing system of other type may be installed in 
lieu of an automatic sprinkler system. Such systems shall 
be installed in accordance with appropriate NFPA 
standards. 

Automatic extinguishing systems other than auto­
matic sprinklers are covered by the following NFPA 
standards: 

(1) NFPA 11, Standard for foam extinguishing 
systems. 

(2) NFPA 12, Standard on carbon dioxide extin­
guishing systems. 

(3) NFPA 12A, Standard on halogenated fire extin­
guishing agent systems - Halon 1301. 

( 4) NFPA 12B, Standard on halogenated fire extin­
guishing agent systems - Halon 1211. 
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(5) NFPA 15, Standard for water spray fixed 
systems. 

(6) NFPA 17, Standard on dry chemical extinguish­
ing systems. [Order FM-77-5, § 212-14-120, filed 
12/12/77; Order F-70-2, § 212-14-120, filed 
9/21/70.] 

WAC 212-14-12001 Appendix A--Reference ta­
ble. 

APPENDIX A 

Provided as a reference on systems required by WAC 
212-14-120. 

TYPE OF 
BUILDING 

Apartment 

NO.OF 
STORIES 

4 or more or 12 
or more uni ts 

Apartment 4 or more 

Apartment 4 or more 

Boarding Home 1 or 2 

Boarding Home 

Child Care 
Home 

Convalescent 
Home 

Day Care Home 2 or more 

College 
Dormitory 

College 
Dormitory 2 or more 

Educational 

Educational 
(campus) 

Fraternity 
House 

Fraternity 
House 2 or more 

Hotel 2 or more 

Industrial 1 or more 

Industrial 1 or more 

Institutional 
(hospital) 

Ins ti tu tional 
(hospital) 

Lodging House 

Lodging House 2 or more 

Maternity Home 

Motel 

Motel 2 or more 

Nursing Home 

Nursing Home 

Mercantile 2 - 19 
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NO.OF 
PERSONS 
OR CAPACITY 

49 - 499 

50 - 499 

500 or more 

5 -49 

50 or more 

6 or more 

100 beds or more 

35 or more 

SYSTEM 
REQUIRED 

Type A 

Type B 

Type D 

Type B 

Type D 

Type A 

Type D 

Type A 

5 - 49 Type A 

50 or more 
sleeping rooms Type D 

6 or more Type A 

Type B 

5 - 49 Type A 

50 or more 
sleeping rooms Type D 

50 or more 
sleeping rooms Type D 

500 or more Type C 

25 or more below 
street level Type C 

Type A 

100 beds or more Type D 

5 - 49 Type A 

50 or more 
sleeping rooms Type D 

6 or more Type A 

5 - 49 Type A 

50 or more 
sleeping rooms Type D 

5 - 99 beds Type A 

100 beds or more Type D 

1,000 or more Type B 

NO.OF 
TYPE OF NO.OF PERSONS SYSTEM 
BUILDING STORIES OR CAPACITY REQUIRED 

200 or more below 
Mercantile 2- 19 street level Type B 

Mercantile 20 or more Type D 

Office 2- 19 50 - 999 Type B 

200 or more below 
Office 2- 19 street level Type B 

Office 20 or more Type D 

Sorority House 5 - 49 Type A 

50 or more 
Sorority House 2 or more sleeping rooms Type D 

[Order F-70-2, APPENDIX A (codified as WAC 212-
14-12001), filed 9/21/70.] 

WAC 212-14-125 Manual extinguishing equipment. 
Where required, portable fire extinguishers shall be in­
stalled in accordance with NFPA Standard No. 10, 
Standard for the installation of portable fire 
extinguishers. 

For description of standard types of extinguishers and 
their installation, maintenance and use, see NFPA 10, 
Standards for the installation of portable fire extin­
guishers. The labels of recognized testing laboratories on 
extinguishers provide evidence of tests indicating reli­
ability and suitability of the extinguisher for its intended 
use. Many unlabeled extinguishers are offered for sale 
which are substandard by reason of insufficient extin­
guishing capacity, questionable reliability, extinguishing 
agents not effective on fires in ordinary combustible ma­
terials, or involving a personal hazard to the user. 

Where required, standpipe and hose systems shall be 
installed in accordance with NFPA Standard No. 14, 
Standard for the installation of standpipe and hose 
systems. 

For details, see NFPA 14, Standard for the installa­
tion of standpipe and hose systems. [Order FM-77-5, § 
212-14-125, filed 12/12/77.] 

WAC 212-14-130 Automatic fire detection systems. 
An automatic fire detection system of fixed temperature 
or fixed temperature/rate of rise, or smoke/products of 
combustion, limited to approved photoelectric cell, re­
fractory, or ionization, singly or in combination, depen­
dent upon location in the occupancy or hazard, shall be 
installed in hazardous areas of the occupancies specified 
in this section. The system shall give effective warning of 
a fire in such hazardous areas and shall be of an ap­
proved type with detectors of a type and spacing as re­
quired by nationally-recognized testing laboratories. An 
automatic fire detection system, other than 
smoke/products of combustion, shall not be required 
where the building is protected by an approved auto­
matic sprinkler system equipped with the water flow de­
vice connected to the building fire alarm system. 

( 1) Institutional buildings (such as, but not limited to, 
hospitals, nursing homes, maternity homes, buildings 
providing sleeping facilities for the occupants who are 
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incapable of self-preservation because of age, physical or 
mental disability, or because of security measures not 
under the occupant's control.) Hazardous areas include, 
but are not restricted to, the boiler and heater rooms, 
laundries, kitchens, repair shops, handicraft shops, labo­
ratories, employee locker rooms, soiled linen rooms, 
rooms or spaces used for storage in quantities deemed 
hazardous by the authority having jurisdiction of com­
bustible supplies and equipment, trash and collection 
rooms, and gift shops. Stairways and corridors shall be 
equipped with smoke/product of combustion detectors, 
so as to provide protection between the sleeping are:a and 
the other areas of the building unless each unit exits di­
rectly to the exterior of the building. 

(2) Residential occupancies (such as, but not limited 
to, hotels, apartments, dormitories, lodging and rooming 
houses, boarding homes and similar occupancies, frater­
nity and sorority houses, and ski lodges.) Hazardous ar­
eas include, but are not limited to, boiler and heater 
rooms, kitchens, laundry rooms, storage rooms or spaces. 
Stairways and corridors shall be equipped with 
smoke/product of combustion detectors, so as to provide 
protection between the sleeping area and the other areas 
of the building unless each unit exits directly to the ex­
terior of the building. 

(3) Wood frame, multifamily residential buildings, 
two or more stories in height, and more than four units. 
Hazardous areas include but are not limited to boiler 
and heater rooms, laundry rooms, storage rooms or 
spaces. Stairways and corridors shall be equipped with 
smoke/product of combustion detectors, so as to provide 
protection between the sleeping area and the other areas 
of the building unless each unit exits directly to the ex­
terior of the building. [Order F-70-2, § 212-14-130, 
filed 9/21/70.] 

WAC 
212-16---001 
212-16--010 
212-16---015 
212-16--020 
212-16--025 
212-16--030 

212-16---035 
212-16-040 
212-16---045 
212-16---050 
212-16---055 
212-16---075 
212-16-080 
212-16---085 
212-16--090 
212-16--095 
212-16-100 
212-16-105 
212-16-110 
212-16-115 
212-16-120 

212-16-125 
212-16-130 
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FIREWORKS 

Promulgation. 
Title, authority, purpose and scope-Short titie. 
Title, authority, purpose and scope--Authority. 
Title, authority, purpose and scope--Purpose. 
Title, authority, purpose and scope--Scope. 
Title, authority, purpose and scope--Licenses 

fraudulently secured. 
License--To whom issued. 
Registered employees. 
Registered employees--Misuse of license. 
Registered employees--Definitions. 
Registered employees--Toy pistols. 
Fireworks manufacturer--General. 
Fireworks manufacturer--Licensing. 
Fireworks manufacturer--Local ordinances. 
Fireworks manufacturer--License limitations. 
Fireworks manufacturer--Classification. 
Fireworks manufacturer--Safe firing directions. 
Fireworks manufacturer--Records and reports. 
Fireworks manufacturer--Restrictions. 
Fireworks manufacturer--Bills of lading. 
Fireworks manufacturer--Salesmen and 

employees. 
Fireworks manufacturer--Building and structures. 
Fireworks manufacturer--Exits. 

212-16-135 
212-16-140 
212-16-145 
212-16-150 
212-16-155 
212-16-160 
212-16-175 
212-16-180 
212-16-185 
212-16-190 
212-16-195 
212-16-200 
212-16-205 
212-16-210 
212-16-215 
212-16-220 
212-16-225 
212-16-230 
212-16-235 
212-16-240 
212-16-245 
212-16-250 
212-16-255 
212-16-260 
212-16-275 
212-16-280 
212-16-285 

212-16-290 
212-16-295 

212-16-300 

212-16-305 
212-16-310 

·. 212-16-315 

212-16-320 
212-16-335 
212-16-340 
212-16-345 

212-16-350 

212-16-355 

212-16-360 

212-16-365 

212-16-370 

212-16-385 
212-16-390 
212-16-395 

212-,16-400 
212-16-405 

212-16-420 

212-16-425 
212-16-430 
212-16-435 
212-16-440 
212-16-455 
212-16-460 

212-16-465 

212-16-470 
212-16-475 
212-16-480 

212-16-485 
212-16-490 

Chapter 212-16 

Fireworks manufacturer--Personnel. 
Fireworks manufacturer--Fire drills. 
Fireworks manufacturer-Smoking and fire. 
Fireworks manufacturer--No Smoking signs. 
Fireworks manufacturer--Visitors. 
Fireworks manufacturer--Fire nuisance. 
Fireworks wholesaler--General. 
Fireworks wholesaler--Licensing. 
Fireworks wholesaler--Investigation. 
Fireworks wholesaler--Local ordinances. 
Fireworks wholesaler--License limitations. 
Fireworks wholesaler--Classification. 
Fireworks wholesaler--Records and reports. 
Fireworks wholesaler--Importing. 
Fireworks wholesaler--Restrictions. 
Fireworks wholesaler--Bills of lading. 
Fireworks wholesaler-Salesmen and employees. 
Fireworks wholesaler--Exits. 
Fireworks wholesaler--Personnel. 
Fireworks wholesaler--Fire drills. 
Fireworks wholesaler--Smoking and fire. 
Fireworks wholesaler--No Smoking signs. 
Fireworks wholesaler--Visitors. 
Fireworks wholesaler--Fire nuisance. 
Importers and exporters of firewbrks--General. 
Importers and exporters of fireworks--Licensing. 
Importers and exporters of fireworks--License · 

scope. 
Importers and exporters of fireworks--Reports. 
Importers and exporters of fireworks-­

Classification. 
Importers and exporters of fireworks--Unclassified 

fireworks. 
Importers and exporters of fireworks--Exporting. 
lmportbrs and exporters of fireworks--Shipping. 
Importers and exporters of fireworks--Bills of 

lading. 
Importers and exporters of fireworks--Restrictions. 
Retailers of safe and sane fireworks--General. 
Retailers of safe and sane fireworks--Sales dates. 
Retailers of safe and sane fireworks--Sales 

locations. 
Retailers of safe and sane fireworks--Safety 

inspection. 
Retailers of safe and sane fireworks--No Smoking 

signs. 
Retailers of safe and sane fireworks--Smoking and 

discharge of fireworks. 
Retailers of safe and sane fireworks--Fireworks 

classified. 
Retailers of safe and sane fireworks--Disposition 

of unsold stock. 
Pyrotechnic operators--General. 
Pyrotechnic operators--Application for license. 
Pyrotechnic operators--Examination, investigation 

and licensing. 
Pyrotechnic operators--Responsibility. 
Pyrotechnic operators--Observance of laws, rules 

and regulations. 
Registration of employees--Definition of registered 

employee. 
Registration of employees--Application. 
Registration of employees--Responsibility. 
Registration of employees--Expiration. 
Registration of employees--Surrendering. 
Classification, registration and labeling--General. 
Classification, registration and labeling--Test 

samples. 
Classification, registration and labeling--Chemical 

analysis. ' 
Classification, registration and labeling--Tests. 
Classification, registration and labeling--Re-tests. 
Classification, registration and labeling--

Revocation. 
Classification, registration and labeling--Labeling. 
Classification, registration and labeling--lmports. 
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212-16-495 

212-16-510 
212-16-515 
212-16-520 
212-16-525 
212-16-530 
212-16-535 
212-16-540 

212-16-545 
212-16-560 
212-16-565 
212-16-570 

212-16-575 
212-16-580 
212-16-585 

212-16-590 
212-16-595 
212-16-600 

212-16-605 
212-16-610 
212-16-615 
212-16-620 

212-16-625 
212-16-630 
212-16-635 
212-16-640 
212-16-645 

212-16-650 
212-16-655 
212-16-660 
212-16-665 
212-16-670 
212-16-675 
212-16-680 
212-16-685 
212-16-690 
212-16-695 
212-16-700 
212-16-705 
212-16-710 
212-16-715 
212-16-720 
212-16-725 
212-16-730 
212-16-735 
212-16-750 
212-16-755 
212-16-760 
212-16-765 
212-16-770 
212-16-775 
212-16-780 
212-16-785 
212-16-800 
212-16-805 
212-16-810 
212-16-815 
212-16-820 
212-.:16-825 
212-16-830 
212-16-845 
212-16-850 
212-16-855 
212-16-860 
212-16-865 
212-16-870 
212-16-875 
212-16-880 
212-16-885 

Classification, registration and labeling-­
Specifications. 

Seal of registration--Description. 
Seal of registration--Unlawful use. 
Seal of registration--Permissive use. 
Seal of registration--Approved use. 
Seal of registration--Reproduction. 
Seal of registration--Registration number. 
Seal of registration--No subsequent issuance to 
others. 

Seal of registration--Cease use order. 
Public displays of fireworks--General. 
Application, state license. 
Application, state license--Special and general 
licenses. 

Application, state license--General licenses. 
Application, state license--Reports. 
Application, state license--Local permit, applica­
tion for. 

Application, state license--Investigation. 
Application, state license--Test areas. 
Application, state license--Permits may not be 
granted, when. 

Application, state license--Spectators. 
Application, state license--Pyrotechnic operators. 
Application, state license--Transportation. 
Application, state license--Public display storage 
magazines. 

Application, state license--Mortars. 
Application, state license--Rocket launchers. 
Application, state license--Metallic mortars. 
Application, state license--Setting mortars. 
Application, state license--Setting rocket 
launchers. 

Special setting of mortars. 
Special setting of mortars--Finale batteries. 
Special setting of mortars--Firing magazines. 
Special setting of mortars--Loading mortars. 
Special setting of mortars--Firing. 
Special setting of mortars--Firing rockets. 
Special setting of mortars--Firing procedure. 
Special setting of mortars--Operator in charge. 
Special setting of mortars--Duds. 
Special setting of mortars--Magazine tenders. 
Special setting of mortars--Shell size. 
Special setting of mortars--Set pieces. 
Special setting of mortars--Match. 
Special setting of mortars--Flying pigeons. 
Special setting of mortars--Unfired fireworks. 
Special setting of mortars--Smoking. 
Special setting of mortars--Fire equipment. 
Special setting of mortars--Reports. 
Transportation--General. 
Transporta tion--Labels. 
Transportation--Bills of lading. 
Transportation--Test samples. 
Transportation--Custom bond. 
Transportation--Personnel. 
Transportation--Smoking and fire. 
Transportation--Fire nuisance. 
Storage--General. 
Storage--Explosive safety practices. 
Storage--Supervision. 
Storage--Personnel. 
Storage--Smoking and fire. 
Storage--"No Smoking" signs. 
Storage--Fire nuisance. 
Special effects--Scope. 
Special effects--Basic requirements. 
Special effects--Magazines. 
Special effects--Quantities. 
Special effects--Preparation. 
Special effects--Mortars. 
Special effects--Flash charges. 
Special effects--Electric firing circuits. 
Special effects--Power sources. 
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212-16-890 
212-16-895 
212-16-900 
212-16-905 
212-16-910 
212--16-950 

Special effects--Shunts. 
Special effects--Firing safeguards. 
Special effects--Circuit tests. 
Special effects--Water locations. 
Special effects--Sight firing. 
Repeal of other regulations. 

WAC 212-16-001 Promulgation. Whereas, RCW 
70.77.250(2) provides that the state fire marshal " ... 
may prescribe such rules and regulations relating to 
fireworks as may be necessary for the protection of life 
and property, and shall adopt reasonable rules and regu­
lations not inconsistent with the provisions of this chap­
ter, for the granting of permits for, and the presentation 
of, public displays of fireworks;" and RCW 70.77.250(3) 
provides that the state fire marshal " ... may adopt 
reasonable regulations providing for: (a) The granting of 
licenses and permits for amateur research or experi­
ments with experimental or model rockets or missiles, or 
for the production, transportation, or firing of experi­
mental or model rockets or missiles. (b) The granting of 
licenses and permits for the use of pyrotechnics by tele­
vision, theatrical, or motion picture special effects per­
sonnel ... "; and RCW 70.77.465 provides that "In 
addition to any other reports required under this chap­
ter, the state fire marshal may, by rule or otherwise, re­
quire additional, other, or supplemental reports from 
licensees and other persons and prescribe the form, in­
cluding verification, of the information to be given when 
filing such additional, other or supplemental reports," 
and 

Whereas, a public hearing pursuant to law was held in 
the office of the state fire marshal on April 25, 1962, to 
consider such rules and regulations, 

Now, tht;:refore, it is hereby ordered that the attached 
rules and regulations relating to fireworks are hereby 
adopted. [Fireworks Rules, Promulgation, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-010 Title, authority, purpose and 
scope-Short title. These rules and regulations shall 
be known as the "Rules and regulations of the state fire 
marshal relating to fireworks, 11 and may be cited as such 
and will be referred to herein as "these rules and regu­
lations." [Fireworks, Regulation 1, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-015 Title, authority, purpose and 
scope--Authority. RCW 70.77.250 provides that: 
"The state fire marshal shall enforce and administer this 
chapter and shall have the following powers and duties: 

II ( 1) • • • • 
11 (2) He may prescribe such rules and regulations re­

lating to fireworks as may be necessary for the protec­
tion of life and property, and shall adopt reasonable 
rules and regulations not inconsistent with the provisions 
of this chapter, for the granting of permits for, and the 
presentation of, public displays of fireworks; 

"(3) He may adopt reasonable regulations providing 
for: 

(a) The granting of licenses and permits for amateur 
research or experiments with experimental or model 
rockets or missiles, or for the production, transportation, 
or firing of experimental or model rockets or missiles. 
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(b) The granting of licenses and permits for the use of 
pyrotechnics by television, theatrical, or motion picture 
special effects personnel. 

The provisions of this subsection do not apply to re­
search or experiments with rockets or missiles, or the 
production, transportation, or firing of rockets or mis­
siles by the department of defense of the United States, 
or by any agency or organization acting pursuant to a 
contract which it has with the department of defense for 
the development or production of rockets or missiles. 

11 ( 4) ... 11 

In addition to the foregoing, RCW 70.77.465 provides 
that: "In addition to any other reports required under 
this chapter, the state fire marshal may, by rule or 
otherwise, require additional, other, or supplemental re­
ports from licensees and other persons and prescribe the 
form, including verification, of the information to be 
given when filing such additional, other or supplemental 
reports." [Fireworks, Regulation 2, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-020 Title, authority, purpose and 
scope--Purpose. Because of numerous fires, injuries, 
and deaths resulting from the discharge of fireworks, the 
state legislature has enacted laws to govern the manu­
facture, importation, sale, distribution and discharge of 
fireworks in Washington in order that the risk of fire 
and hazard of injury may be reduced to a minimum. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 3, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-025 Title, authority, purpose and 
scope--Scope. The provisions of these rules and regu­
lations apply to fireworks manufacture, storage, trans­
portation, sale, importation, exportation, possession, 
classification and discharge of fireworks of every class or 
kind in this state unless specifically exempted in the 
state law. [Fireworks, Regulation 4, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-030 Title, authority, purpose and 
scope--Licenses fraudulently secured. The use of any 
false or misleading statement or misrepresentation of­
fered or used to secure any fireworks license or fireworks 
identification document is a violation of these rules and 
regulations. Any such license or document so secured is 
null and void and the fraudulent licensee is subject to 
prosecution. [Fireworks, Regulation 5, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-035 License-To whom issued. No 
license shall be granted to any person under eighteen 
years of age. [Order F-72-1, § 212-16-035, filed 
1/24/72; Fireworks, Regulation 6, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-040 Registered employees. No person 
under eighteen years of age shall be registered as an 
employee of a retail licensee. [Order F-72-1, § 212-16-
040, filed 1 /24 /72; Fireworks, Regulation 7, filed 
6/1/62.] 

Registration of employees: Chapter 212-16 WAC. 

WAC 212-16-045 Registered employees--Misuse 
of license. No fireworks licensee or registered employee 
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shall lend his license or fireworks identification docu­
ments or permit them to be used by any other person. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 8, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-050 Registered employees--Defi­
nitions. Definitions and trade terms that are defined in 
RCW 70.77.120 to 70.77.245, inclusive, shall govern the 
construction of these rules and regulations. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 9, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-055 Registered employees--Toy 
pistols. Toy pistols are defined as starter, toy, miniature 
or other pistols, revolvers or guns designed to detonate or 
fire an explosive compound in an amount greater than 
twenty-five hundredths (0.25) grain, without discharg­
ing a projectile. Such pistols, revolvers and guns are 
hereby designated by the state fire marshal as "danger­
ous fireworks." [Fireworks, Regulation 10, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-075 Fireworks manufacturer-­
General. RCW 70.77.255, 70.77.260 and 70.77.315' re­
quire that persons who manufacture fireworks in this 
state shall procure a license from the state fire marshal 
and a permit from the local governmental agency having 
jurisdiction prior to engaging in business. The law re­
quires that applications for license shall be made on 
forms provided by, the state fire marshal and that the 
annual license fee shall accompany the application. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 11, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-080 Fireworks manufacturer--Li­
censing. Upon receipt of application and license fee, the 
state fire marshal will cause an investigation to be made 
jointly by representatives of his office and/ or represen­
tatives from the local governmental agency having juris­
diction. If the investigation discloses compliance with 
state laws and local ordinances governing the manufac­
ture of fireworks and that granting of a license would 
not be contrary to public safety or welfare, a license will 
be granted. If the license is denied, then the applicant 
shall be notified in writing of the reason why license was 
denied, and he shall be given an opportunity to make 
such alterations and corrections as are deemed neces­
sary. [Fireworks, Regulation 12, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-085 Fireworks manufacturer--Lo­
cal ordinances. Applicants, before applying for a license, 
should determine that their facilities conform to local 
zoning, health and building safety standards, fire safety 
requirements, and any other local ordinances pertaining 
to manufacture and storage of fireworks. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 13, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-090 Fireworks manufacturer--Li­
cense limitations. A fireworks manufacturer license, to­
gether with a permit from local authorities having 
jurisdiction, authorizes the holder to engage only in the 
business of manufacturing fireworks of all types and 
their sale and transportation to licensed wholesalers in 
Washington. If they desire to engage in other types of 
fireworks business, they shall first procure the necessary 
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license in accordance with RCW 70.77.315. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 14, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-095 Fireworks manufacturer--
Classification. Manufacturer licensees desiring to have 
their products classified and registered shall do so in ac­
cordance with these rules and regulations. Fireworks 
that are not classified and labeled in accordance with 
these rules and regulations cannot be legally transported, 
sold, or offered for sale in Washington. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 15, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-100 Fireworks manufacturer--Safe 
firing directions. All fireworks items sold in this state 
shall have clear and distinct directions printed on each 
item for safe firing procedures. [Fireworks, Regulation 
16, filed 6/1/62, effective 1/1/63.] 

WAC 212-16-105 Fireworks manufacturer--Re­
cords and reports. RCW 70.77.455 requires that licen­
sees shall maintain and make available to the state fire 
marshal records pertaining to production and sale of 
fireworks items by kind and class. Manufacturer licen­
sees shall, when requested to do so, submit written re­
ports on production, sale and distribution of fireworks 
together with the state fireworks license number and 
name of the person to whom such fireworks were sold in 
accordance with RCW 70.77.465. [Fireworks, Regula­
tion 17, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-110 Fireworks manufacturer--Re­
strictions. The storage, transportation, sale and transfer 
of ownership of all classes and types of fireworks by 
manufacturer licensees shall be subject to all of the re­
strictions and provisions of the state fireworks law and 
the rules and regulations of the state fire marshal. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 18, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-115 Fireworks manufacturer--Bills 
of lading. RCW 70.77.470 requires that each bill of lad­
ing, manifest and invoice issued to cover sales or ship­
ment of fireworks shall bear the license or registration 
number of both the seller or shipper and the buyer or 
receiver. Manufacturer licensees shall strictly observe 
this requirement except that on out-of-state shipments, 
the license number of the buyer or the receiver may be 
omitted. [Fireworks, Regulation 19, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-120 Fireworks manufacturer--
Salesmen and employees. The law provides that authori­
zation to engage in the particular act or acts conferred 
by a license to a person shall extend to salesmen and 
other employees of such person who are registered with 
the state fire marshal. Licensees desiring to register em­
ployees under this provision shall do so only in accord­
ance with these rules and regulations. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 20, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-125 Fireworks manufacturer--
Building and structures. All buildings and structures 
used for manufacturing, processing, assembling or stor­
ing fireworks are subject to the provisions of these rules 
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and regulations relating to storage as well as all local 
ordinances relating to building, design, construction, lo­
cation and zoning. [Fireworks, Regulation 21, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-130 Fireworks manufacturer--Ex­
its. Not less than two remotely located exit ways shall be 
provided from each hazardous area. Such exit ways shall 
be clearly marked and shall be free of any obstruction at 
all times. Exception: The inspection authority may waive 
this requirement in approved vaults, magazines and in 
small rooms having direct exit to the outside. [Fire­
works, Regulation 22, filed 6 / 1 / 62.] 

WAC 212-16-135 Fireworks manufacturer-­
Personnel. All employees who handle fireworks in any 
stage of storage, manufacture, or assembly shall be in­
structed in the hazards of the materials involved and of 
the processes in which they are engaged, and shall be 
made familiar with the rules and safety precautions gov­
erning such materials and processes. [Fireworks, Regu­
lation 23, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-140 Fireworks manufacturer--Fire 
drills. Fire and emergency procedures and drills shall be 
planned by the licensee for each fireworks manufactur­
ing or assembling plant. All employees shall be in­
structed in these procedures and participate in a drill not 
less than once each month. [Fireworks, Regulation 24, 
filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-145 Fireworks manufacturer-­
Smoking and fire. Smoking shall be prohibited in all 
portions of, buildings and locations where fireworks are 
manufactured, assembled, stored, or sold. No matches, 
lighters, open fires, unapproved heating device or other 
source of ignition shall be permitted in such locations. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 25, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-150 Fireworks manufacturer--No 
Smoking signs. Approved "No Smoking" signs shall be 
posted at the entrance to and at such locations desig­
nated by the state fire marshal inside every building or 
structure used for manufacturing, assembling, or storing 
fireworks. Each sign shall have the words "NO SMOK­
ING, BY ORDER OF THE STATE FIRE MAR­
SHAL" in red letters not less than two inches in height 
on a white background. Metal signs may be used in lo­
cations exposed to the weather, but all signs shall be 
maintained in legible condition. [Fireworks, Regulation 
26, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-155 Fireworks manufacturer-­
Visitors. No persons other than employees shall be per­
mitted in portions of the premises where live fireworks 
or components are manufactured, processed, assembled, 
stored, or exposed. Visitors having business on the 
premises shall be restricted to the areas directly related 
to the purpose of their visit. No loitering shall be per­
mitted on the premises. [Fireworks, Regulation 27, filed 
6/1/62.] 
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WAC 212-16-160 Fireworks manufacturer--Fire 
nuisance. The premises of a fireworks manufacturing es­
tablishment shall be maintained in a clean, neat and or­
derly condition at all times and be free from any 
condition that would create a II fire nuisance. 11 (See 
RCW 70. 77 .165) [Fireworks, Regulation 28, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-175 Fireworks wholesaler--Gen­
eral. Fireworks wholesaler licenses are intended to cover 
those persons engaged in the business of selling fireworks 
at wholesale to licensed persons in this state and to li­
censed or unlicensed persons outside of this state. 
Wholesale licensees may transport the class of fireworks 
for which they hold a valid license and a permit. [Fire­
works, Regulation 29, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-180 Fireworks wholesaler--Li­
censing. The provisions of the state fireworks law require 
that persons who engage in the sale of fireworks at 
wholesale in this state shall first procure a state license 
from the state fire marshal and a permit from the local 
governmental agency having jurisdiction. The law re­
quires that application shall be made on forms provided 
by the state fire marshal and that the annual license fee 
shall accompany the application. [Fireworks, Regulation 
30, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-185 Fireworks wholesaler--Inves­
tigation. Upon receipt of an application and the license 
fee, the state fire marshal will cause an investigation to 
be made by representatives of his office and/or repre­
sentatives from the local governmental agency having 
jurisdiction. If the investigation discloses compliance 
with state laws and local ordinances governing fireworks 
and that granting of a license would not be contrary to 
public safety or welfare, a license will be granted. If the 
license is denied, then the applicant shall be notified in 
writing of the reason why the license was denied, and he 
shall be given an opportunity to make such alterations 
and corrections as are deemed necessary. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 31, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-190 Fireworks wholesaler--Local 
ordinances. Applicants, before applying for a license 
should determine that their facilities conform to local 
zoning, health and building safety standards, fire safety 
requirements, and any other local ordinances pertaining 
to storage of fireworks. [Fireworks, Regulation 32, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-195 Fireworks wholesaler--License 
limitations. A fireworks wholesaler's license, together 
with a permit from the local authorities having jurisdic­
tion, authorizes the holder to engage only in the sale of 
fireworks at wholesale. A fireworks wholesaler's license 
entitles him to sell fireworks to licensed retailers, li­
censed public display operators, other licensed wholesal­
ers and for direct shipment to persons outside of this 
state. Fireworks wholesale licensees desiring to engage in 
other types of fireworks business shall first secure the 
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necessary license as required by the state fireworks law. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 33, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-200 Fireworks wholesaler--Class­
ification. Fireworks wholesaler licensees desiring to have 
any fireworks articles classified and registered shall do 
so in accordance with these rules and regulations. Fire­
works that are not classified and labeled in accordance 
with these rules and regulations cannot be legally trans­
ported, sold, or offered for sale in Washington. [Fire­
works, Regulation 34, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-205 Fireworks wholesaler--Re­
cords and reports. RCW 70.77.455 requires that licensee 
shall maintain and make available to the state fire mar­
shal full and complete records including imports, ex­
ports, purchases, sales, and consumption of fireworks 
items by kind and class. Wholesale licensees shall make 
reports to the state fire marshal on or before May 20th 
and October 20th of each year on all transactions in­
volving dangerous fireworks and shall provide him with 
additional reports and information upon request. Sales 
reports shall include the state fireworks license numbers 
of purchasers in accordance with RCW 70.77.465 and 
70.77.470. [Fireworks, Regulation 35, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-210 Fireworks wholesaler--Im­
porting. Wholesalers who engage in the business of im­
porting fireworks shall first procure a state license and a 
local permit as is required for import/export licensees 
and shall conform to the provisions of these rules and 
regulations and all of the applicable provisions of the 
state fireworks law. [Fireworks, Regulation 36, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-215 Fireworks wholesaler--Re­
strictions. The storage, transportation, sale and transfer 
of ownership of all classes and types of fireworks by 
wholesaler licensees shall be subject to all of the restric­
tions and provisions of the state fireworks law. [Fire­
works, Regulation 37, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-220 Fireworks wholesaler--Bills of 
lading. RCW 70.77.470 requires that each bill of lading, 
manifest, and invoice issued to cover sales, or shipment 
of fireworks shall bear the license number of both the 
seller or shipper and the buyer or receiver. Wholesaler 
licensees shall strictly observe this requirement except 
that on out-of-state shipments, license number of buyer 
or receiver may be omitted. [Fireworks, Regulation 38, 
filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-225 Fireworks wholesaler-Sales­
men and employees. The law provides that authorization 
to engage in the particular act or acts conferred by a li­
cense to a person shall extend to salesmen and other 
employees of such person who are registered with the 
state fire marshal. Licensees desiring to register employ­
ees under this provision shall do so only in accordance 
with these rules and regulations. [Fireworks, Regulation 
39, filed 6/1/62.] 
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WAC 212-16-230 Fireworks wholesaler--Exits. 
Not less than two remotely located exit ways shall be 
provided from each hazardous area. Such exit ways shall 
be clearly marked and shall be free of any obstruction at 
all times. Exception: The inspection authority may waive 
this requirement in approved vaults, magazines and in 
small rooms having direct exit to the outside. [Fire­
works, Regulation 40, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-235 Fireworks wholesaler--Per­
sonnel. All employees who handle fireworks in any stage 
of storage, manufacture, or assembly shall be instructed 
in the hazards of the materials involved and of the pro­
cesses in which they are engaged, and shall be made fa­
miliar with the rules and safety precautions governing 
such materials and processes. [Fireworks, Regulation 41, 
filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-240 Fireworks wholesaler--Fire 
drills. Fire and emergency procedures and drills shall be 
planned by the licensee for each fireworks manufactur­
ing, assembling plant or wholesale premises. All employ­
ees shall be instructed in these procedures and 
participate in a drill not less than once each month. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 42, filed 6 / 1 / 62.] 

WAC 212-16-245 Fireworks wholesaler--Smok­
ing and fire. Smoking shall be prohibited in all portions 
of buildings and locations where fireworks are manufac­
tured, assembled, stored, or sold. No matches, lighters, 
open fires, unapproved heating device or other source of 
ignition shall be permitted in such locations. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 43, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-250 Fireworks wholesaler--No 
Smoking signs. Approved "No Smoking" signs shall be 
posted at the entrance to and at such locations desig­
nated by the state fire marshal inside every building or 
structure used for manufacturing, assembling, or storing 
fireworks. Each sign shall have the words "NO SMOK­
ING, BY ORDER OF THE STATE FIRE MAR­
SHAL" in red letters not less than two inches in height 
on a white background. Metal signs may be used in lo­
cations exposed to the weather, but all signs shall be 
maintained in legible condition. [Fireworks, Regulation 
44, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-255 Fireworks wholesaler--Visi­
tors. No persons other than employees shall be permitted 
in portions of the premises where live fireworks or com­
ponents are manufactured, processed, assembled, stored, 
or exposed. Visitors having business on the premises 
shall be restricted to the areas directly related to the 
purpose of their visit. No loitering shall be permitted on 
the premises. [Fireworks, Regulation 45, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-260 Fireworks wholesaler--Fire 
nuisance. The premises of a fireworks manufacturing or 
wholesaling establishment shall be maintained in a 
clean, neat or orderly condition at all times and be free 
from any condition that would create a "fire nuisance." 
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(See RCW 70. 77 .165) [Fireworks, Regulation 46, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-275 Importers and exporters of fire­
works--General. Importer/ exporter fireworks licenses 
are for the importation and exportation of fireworks to 
and from this state. Such a license does not authorize 
the licensee to engage in wholesale or retail trade or in 
any other activity requiring a special fireworks license. 
Import/export licensees may transact fireworks business 
only with licensed wholesalers and manufacturers of 
Washington and licensed or unlicensed persons outside 
this state. [Fireworks, Regulation 47, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-280 Importers and exporters of fire­
works--Licensing. Every person who desires to engage 
in the business of importing or exporting fireworks to or 
from this state shall first file application and procure a 
license in accordance with the provisions of the state 
fireworks law. Application shall be made on forms pro­
vided by the state fire marshal and shall be accompanied 
by the required license fee. A permit shall likewise be 
obtained from the local governmental agency in which 
the applicant's principal office is located, in accordance 
with the provisions of the state fireworks law. [Fire­
works, Regulation 48, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-285 Importers and exporters of fire­
works--License scope. An importer/ exporter fire­
works license and permit issued ·in accordance with the 
above shall authorize the licensee to engage only in the 
business of importing or exporting fireworks, the sale of 
fireworks to state-licensed manufacturers and. wholesal­
ers, and any person outside this state. Importer/ exporter 
licensees desiring to engage in any other type of fire­
works distribution shall first procure the necessary li­
cense and permit as specified by law. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 49, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-290 Importers and exporters of fire­
works--Reports. Import/ export licensees shall file 
written reports with the state fire marshal involving im­
portation, exportation, and local distribution of fireworks 
in accordance with the following: 

(1) Prior to importing fireworks, licensee shall file a 
report with the state fire marshal. Report shall indicate 
the name and address of manufacturer and of the ship­
per, the type and kind of fireworks being imported, the 
quantity of each type and kind of fireworks, the esti­
mated arrival time of shipment, and the name of the 
carrier, if known. 

(2) Upon arrival or prior thereto, the state fire mar­
shal shall be notified as to contemplated disposition of 
fireworks. Contemplated storage, classification, and re­
shipment plans shall be included in this report. 

(3) Prior to releasing such imported fireworks for 
shipment either by public carrier or private licensed car­
rier, whether for shipment in export or to points within 
the state, licensee shall report the name and address of 
person or concern to whom it is to be shipped, the quan­
tity of each type of fireworks, the name of the public 
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carrier or the name and state fireworks license number 
of the private carrier, the date of shipment and such 
other information as the state fire marshal shall request. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 50, filed 6 / 1 / 62, effective 
1/1/63.] 

WAC 212-16-295 Importers and exporters of fire­
works-Classification. Importer/ exporter licensees, 
who desire to have imported fireworks classified, shall do 
so in accordance with the provisions of these rules and 
regulations. [Fireworks, Regulation 51, filed 6 / 1 / 62.] 

WAC 212-16-300 Importers and exporters of fire­
works--Unclassified fireworks. Fireworks that have 
not been classified or which do not bear the label of 
registration and classification of the state fire marshal 
are classified by law as "dangerous fireworks" and are 
subject to all of the provisions and restrictions contained 
in the state fireworks law governing sales, storage, 
transportation, and proper labeling of fireworks. [Fire­
works, Regulation 52, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-305 Importers and exporters of fire­
works--Exporting. When imported fireworks are in­
tended for direct shipment to points outside this state by 
public carrier operating under interstate commerce com­
mission regulations, the state fire marshal may grant 
special written permission to transport unlabeled fire­
works. Application for such permit shall be accompanied 
by a report in accordance with WAC 212-16-290(3)'. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 53, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-310 Importers and exporters of fire­
works-Shipping. Importer/ exporter licensees shall 
not release for transportation, by other than a public 
carrier, any type or classification of fireworks unless the 
transporter has a valid fireworks license issued by the 
state fire marshal. [Fireworks, Regulation 54, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-315 Importers and exporters of fire­
works--Bills of lading. RCW 70.77.470 requires that 
each bill of lading, manifest, and invoice issued to cover 
sales or shipment of fireworks shall bear the license 
number of both the seller or shipper and buyer or re­
ceiver. Import/ export licensees shall strictly observe this 
requirement except that license number of an out-of­
state buyer or receiver shall not be required. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 55, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-320 Importers and exporters of fire­
works--Restrictions. The storage, transportation, sale 
and transfer of ownership of all classes and types of 
fireworks in possession of an import/ export licensee shall 
be subject to the restrictions and provisions of the state 
fireworks law. [Fireworks, Regulation 56, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-335 Retailers of safe and sane fire­
works--General. The provisions of the state fireworks 
law require that persons who engage in the business of 
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selling "safe and sane" fireworks at retail shall first se­
cure a state license from the state fire marshal. In addi­
tion to the state license, a permit must be obtained from 
the local governmental officials having jurisdiction. The 
law requires that application be made on forms provided 
by the state fire marshal and shall be accompanied by 
the state license fee of ten dollars. Applicants are cau­
tioned to first determine whether a local retail sales per­
mit for "safe and sane" fireworks can be obtained. A 
retailer's license to sell "safe and sane" fireworks shall 
not authorize licensee to engage in any other fireworks 
activity, unless and until the necessary license prescribed 
by law has been obtained. [Fireworks, Regulation 57, 
filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-340 Retailers of safe and sane fire­
works-Sales dates. Retailers safe-and-sane fire­
works licenses are for the retail sales of "safe and sane" 
fireworks from 12 noon on the twenty-eighth day of 
June to 12 noon on the sixth day of July. Such licensees 
may transport "safe and sane" fireworks only. [Fire­
works, Regulation 58, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-345 Retailers of safe and sane fire­
works--Sales locations. Fireworks sold at retail shall 
be sold only: 

(a) In roadside stands, or 
(b) Buildings used for no other purpose, or 
(c) In buildings which have been approved by the lo­

cal governmental authorities having jurisdiction and in 
which the fireworks are displayed in such a manner that 
members of the general public cannot handle them. 

(d) Each retail fireworks location shall have not less 
than two water-type extinguishers of not less than two 
and one-half gallon capacity. 

(e) During the hours that a fireworks stand or loca­
tion is not open for business, it shall be closed and 
locked. [Fireworks, Regulation 59, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-350 Retailers of safe and sane fire­
works-Safety inspection. Retail fireworks stands and 
sales areas are subject to inspection by local fireworks 
officials. Such stands and sales areas shall be free from 
any condition which increases, or may cause an increase 
of, the hazard or menace of fire or explosion, or which 
may become the cause of any obstruction, delay or hin­
drance to the prevention, suppression or extinguishment 
of fire. Adequate and safe unobstructed means of exit 
shall be provided from all areas where fireworks are 
stored or displayed. [Fireworks, Regulation 60, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-355 Retailers of safe and sane fire­
works--No Smoking signs. Approved "No Smoking" 
signs shall be posted at conspicuous locations designated 
by the inspection authority. Each sign shall have the 
words "No Smoking, by Order of the State Fire Mar­
shal 11 in red letters not less than two inches in height on 
a white background. Metal signs may be used in loca­
tions exposed to the weather, but all signs shall be 
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maintained in a legible condition. [Fireworks, Regula­
tion 61, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-360 Retailers of safe and sane fire­
works-Smoking and discharge of fireworks. Smoking 
and the discharge of fireworks shall be prohibited within 
twenty-five feet of any building in which fireworks are 
sold at retail. [Fireworks, Regulation 62, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-365 Retailers of safe and sane fire­
works--Fireworks classified. No fireworks shall be 
stored, sold or offered for sale at retail outlet stores un­
less such fireworks have been classified and are labeled 
as "safe and sane" fireworks in accordance with the 
provisions of these rules and regulations. Exception: 
Upon the filing of proper applications and after investi­
gation to determine full compliance with state laws and 
local ordinances, a retailer's license may be extended or 
issued by the state fire marshal to authorize the sale of 
"agricultural and wildlife" fireworks to persons holding 
a valid permit issued to them by the local authority hav· 
ing jurisdiction, authorizing them to possess, use, or dis­
charge such fireworks. When an II agricultural and 
wildlife II fireworks retail license is granted, licensees 
shall maintain records by kind, class and quantity of all 
purchases and sales of such fireworks. Each sales report 
entry shall show the permit number, name and address 
of the purchaser. (See RCW 70.77.455) [Fireworks, 
Regulation 63, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-370 Retailers of safe and sane fire­
works--Disposition of unsold stock. All retail fire­
works licensees shall return unsold fireworks stocks 
either to the wholesaler, from whom they were pur­
chased, for safe storage, or store them in a place and in 
a manner approved by the fire authority having jurisdic­
tion not later than the thirty-first of July of each year. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 64, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-385 Pyrotechnic operators--Gen­
eral. RCW 70. 77.415 requires that every public display 
of fireworks shall be handled or supervised by a compe­
tent and experienced "pyrotechnic operator" and other 
sections of the act require that such pyrotechnic operat­
ors shall possess a valid state license issued by the state 
fire marshal. [Fireworks, Regulation 65, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-390 Pyrotechnic operators--Ap­
plication for license. Application for license shall be 
made on forms prepared by the state fire marshal and 
shall be accompanied by the annual license fee. [Fire­
works, Regulation 66, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-395 Pyrotechnic operators--Ex­
amination, investigation and licensing. Upon receipt of 
application and license fee, the state fire marshal shall 
cause an investigation to be made as to the experience 
and competency of the applicant to conduct and super­
vise a public display of fireworks in a safe manner. The 
state fire marshal shall grant or deny the license. on the 
basis of the investigation and examination, and may 
grant a restricted license where applicant lacks full 
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knowledge of all types and classes of dangerous fire­
works. [Fireworks, Regulation 67, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-400 Pyrotechnic operators--Re­
sponsibility. Licenses granted to pyrotechnic operators 
shall entail certain responsibilities. Every pyrotechnic 
operator shall refuse to fire any fireworks or pyrotech­
nics that are deemed by him to be unsafe or where its 
discharge might jeopardize life or property. He shall not 
fire any fireworks pieces or pyrotechnics deemed to be 
unsafe by the inspection authority. 

(1) Pyrotechnic operator--Unrestricted shall be re­
sponsible for and have authority to take charge of all 
fireworks activities in connection with every kind of 
public fireworks display, whether commercial entertain­
ment, experimental and model rockets and missile 
launching or motion picture, theatrical and television 
production. 

(2) Pyrotechnic operator--Basic commercial shall 
be responsible for and restricted to properly setting up 
the commercial fireworks public display in accordance 
with the rules and regulations of the state fire marshal. 
He shall determine that all the mortars, set pieces, 
rocket launchers and rockets are properly installed and 
that the proper safety precautions have been taken to 
insure the safety of persons and property. He shall have 
charge of all activities directly related to handling, pre­
paring and firing all fireworks at the public display, in­
cluding fixing lifting charges and quick match as needed 
to aerial shells. 

(3) Pyrotechnic operator--Restricted commercial, 
shall be responsible for and restricted exclusively to the 
use and discharge of firecrackers in racial or religious 
celebrations made under state licenses and local permits. 

(4) Pyrotechnic operator--Rockets first class, shall 
be responsible for and restricted to all activities in con­
nection with research experiments, production, transpor­
tation, fuel loading and firing all types of experimental 
or model rockets or missiles under the condition and at 
the time and place authorized by the local permit. He 
shall also be responsible for evaluating the qualifications 
of all persons to whom he assigns tasks including com­
pounding and loading propellants at the loading facility. 

(5) Pyrotechnic operator--Rockets second class re­
sponsibilities shall be identical to those of the pyrotech­
nic operator-rockets first class except for being 
restricted to solid propellant rockets and missiles exclu­
sively. This class license prohibits liquid propellant ac­
tivities and/ or use. 

(6) Pyrotechnic operator--Special effects first class 
shall be responsible for and restricted to the preparation, 
use and preparation for transportation of all types of 
special effects pyrotechnics and fireworks including ex­
plosive materials for the sole purpose of producing a vis­
ible or audible effect where and when such use and 
display is a necessary part of motion picture, television, 
theatrical or operatic production, as permitted by the lo­
cal authority having jurisdiction. 

(7) Pyrotechnic operator--Special effects second 
class responsibility shall be restricted to the use of spe­
cial effects, blank cartridges, colored fire, flash sheet 
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and composition and smoke composition and such other 
fireworks of whatever kind and class as may be permit­
ted, by the local authority having jurisdiction, under a 
special permit in connectiory with the production of the­
atricals and operas before live audiences in theaters, op­
era houses, television studios, night clubs and similar 
occupancies. 

(8) Pyrotechnic operator--Special effects third 
class responsibility shall be restricted to the use of spe­
cial effects, blank cartridges, colored fire, flash sheet 
and composition and smoke composition and such other 
fireworks of whatever kind and class as may be permit­
ted by the local authority having jurisdiction, under a 
special permit in connection with television and motion 
picture production. 

(9) These regulations do not prohibit the use of blank 
cartridges by persons acting or employed in motion pic­
ture, television, theatrical or operatic productions, when 
such use is in accordance with terms of the permit issued 
by the local authority having jurisdiction. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 68, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-405 Pyrotechnic operators-Ob­
servance of laws, rules and regulations. Pyrotechnic op­
erators shall strictly observe the provisions of the state 
fireworks law and these rules and regulations. [Fire­
works, Regulation 69, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-420 Registration of employees-­
Definition of registered employee. Employee registration. 
RCW 70.77.335 authorizes employees "who are regis­
tered with the state fire marshal" to engage in the act or 
acts conferred by a license to their employer. Only em­
ployees who are registered in accordance with these rules 
and regulations shall be considered as "registered em­
ployees." [Fireworks, Regulation 70, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-425 Registration of employees-­
Application. Licensees desiring to have employees regis­
tered shall file a separate application for each employee 
they desire to have registered. Applications shall be on 
forms provided by the state fire marshal. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 71, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-430 Registration of employees-­
Responsibility. The registration of employees is limited 
to those persons whom the licensee certifies as bona fide 
employees of the firm. The licensed person or firm shall 
be deemed to have certified that he or they assume full 
responsibility for the conduct and action of such regis­
tered employees with respect to observance of the state 
fireworks law and the rules and regulations of the state 
fire marshal. [Fireworks, Regulation 72, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-435 Registration of employees-­
Expiration. Registration of an employee shall expire on 
the thirty-first day of December of the year issued un­
less earlier canceled by written notice from the licensee 
to the state fire marshal. [Fireworks, Regulation 73, 
filed 6/1/62.] 
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WAC 212-16-440 Registration of employees-­
Surrendering. Employees shall surrender their certificate 
of identification to their employer or the state fire mar­
shal upon demand. [Fireworks, Regulation 74, filed 
6/1/62.] 

Employees, registration, minimum age: WAC 212-16---040. 

WAC 212-16-455 Classification, registration and 
labeling-,-General. The Washington law prohibits the 
sale, offering for sale, discharge or transportation of 
fireworks which have not been classified, registered and 
labeled as to type in accordance with RCW 70. 77 .380, 
70.77.385, 70.77.390 and 70.77.140. Classification of 
fireworks by the state fire marshal is limited by law to 
the products of licensed manufacturers, importers and 
wholesalers. RCW 70.77.390 requires that each case, 
carton or package of classified fireworks shall bear the 
state fire marshal's classification label and the license or 
registration number of the licensee. [Fireworks, Regula­
tion 75, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-460 Classification, registration and 
labeling--Test samples. Ten live samples of each item 
of stick or handle fireworks, whether spike, dowel or 
California candle, which are to be classified and labeled 
as "safe and sane" must be submitted to the state fire 
marshal for test. Only three live samples of fireworks 
items need be submitted for base type "safe and sane" 
and "agricultural wildlife" classification. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 76, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-465 Classification, registration and 
labeling--Chemical analysis. ( 1) The request for 
classification of all stick and handle fireworks, whether 
spike, dowel or California candle as "safe and sane" 
fireworks, shall be accompanied by a notarized qualita­
tive and quantitative chemical analysis showing every 
chemical and substance used in the manufacture of such 
fireworks. Such qualitative and quantitative analysis 
shall be made by a licensed chemist or chemical testing 
engineer. 

(2) The notarized chemical analysis accompanying 
base type and fireworks items other than handle goods, 
including spikes and California candles, need not be 
quantitative unless specifically required by the state fire 
marshal when deemed necessary by him in making the 
classification. 

(3) Fireworks items containing chemicals or sub­
stances that are prohibited in RCW 70.77.130 shall not 
be classified or labeled as "safe and sane" fireworks. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 77, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-470 Classification, registration and 
labeling--Tests. The state fire marshal shall make 
such tests as he deems necessary and shall evaluate the 
chemical analysis and substances used in the manufac­
ture of fireworks and shall determine the classification 
of such fireworks in accordance with the provisions of 
the state fireworks law. He shall advise licensees of the 
test results and the classification assigned to the various 
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fireworks articles submitted. [Fireworks, Regulation 78, 
filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-475 Classification, registration and 
labeling-. -Re-tests. Licensees shall advise the state 
fire marshal of any change in quality, content, or con­
struction of any fireworks article registered by them and 
shall resubmit such articles for re-test and classification 
when requested to do so by the state fire marshaL [Fire­
works, Regulation 79, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-480 Classification, registration an.d 
labeling--Revocation. The registration and classifica­
tion may be revoked by the state fire marshal if he finds 
that the material being marketed is not the same as that 
submitted for classification and registration or when 
such fireworks or their labeling does not conform to the 
provisions of the state fireworks law. [Fireworks, Regu­
lation 80, filed 6/1/62.] 

. WAC 212-16-485 Classification, registration and 
labeling--Labeling. The provisions of the state fire­
works law require that all types of fireworks including 
"safe and sane," "dangerous," and "agricultural and 
wildlife fireworks" shall be classified and labeled and the 
license or registration number of the registrant must ap­
pear thereon. The labeling of articles, cases, cartons, 
packages and items of fireworks shall conform to the 
following: 

(1) General. Labels bearing the state fire marshal's 
seal of registration showing the classification and regis­
tration number shall be attached to each package or 
item of fireworks offered for sale. Safe firing instruc­
tions shall be legibly printed on each item or package 
and all fireworks items which are not specifically de­
signed to be held in the hand while firing shall promi­
nently display the wording "DO NOT HOLD IN 
HAND." 

(2) "Dangerous fireworks." Every shipping container 
or carton containing dangerous fireworks shall bear the 
state fire marshal's seal of registration and the license or 
registration number of the registrant. Immediately above 
such seal the word "DANGEROUS" shall appear in 
bold legible letters. Such labeling may be by stamp, 
stencil or by a firmly attached printed adhesive label. If 
labeled containers are opened, cartons or packages 
therein shall be labeled in the same manner as shipping 
containers before being sold, offered for sale or trans­
ported within this state. 

(3) "Agricultural and wildlife fireworks." Every item 
or unit of "agricultural and wildlife fireworks" and the 
cartons, packages and shipping containers in which they 
are packed shall bear the state fire marshal's seal of 
registration and the license or registration number of the 
registrant. Immediately above such seal, the word "AG­
RICULTURAL" shall appear in bold legible letters. 
Such label may be by stamp, stencil or by a firmly at­
tached printed adhesive label. 

( 4) "Safe and sane fireworks." Each and every pack­
age or carton and every individual item of unpackaged 
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"safe and sane" fireworks that is offered for sale at re­
tail, and every carton or shipping container in. which 
they are packed, shal.l bear the state fire marshal's seal 
of registration and the license or registration number of 
the registrant. Immediately above such seal, the words 
"SAFE AND SANE" shall appe\ir in legible type. Such 
labeling may be by stamp, stencil or printing, or by a 
firmly attached printed adhesive label. [Fireworks, Reg­
ulation 81, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-490 Classification, registration and 
labe)ing--Imports. Each separate shipment of unclass.­
ified "safe and sane" or "agricultural and wildlife fire­
works." imported from without this state shall be 
separately submitted for classification and registration. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 82, filed 6 / 1 / 62.] 

WAC 212-16-495 Classific~tion, registration and 
labeling-Specifications. The provisions of this ~ection 
shall apply immediately upon adoption to all handle 
goods, stick, dowel, spike and California candle . fire­
works items having a stick or dowel or inside diameter 
greater than one-eighth inch in diameter, whether im­
ported from without th.is. state or carried over in whole­
sale stocks from the previous season .. 

Handle goods are exempt from compliance with the 
provisions of subsections (a), (d) and (e) of this section 
if they incorporate all of the following features: (1) a 
soft, crushable type paper tube, (2) an inside diameter of 
three-eighths inch or less, (3) three inches or less of 
combustible chemical composition, and having an overall 
length not exceeding twelve inches without any choke or 
other muzzle restriction. 

(a) The chemical composition tubes or cas.es of all 
stick or handle fireworks items, whether spike or dowel, 
excepting colored port fire or flares, shall not exceed 
nine inches in length or have an inside diameter greater 
than five-eighths inch and shall be convolute or spiral 
wound of chip board or other paper having equivalent 
strength and shall be well pasted. The above dimensions 
do not include the stick, dowel or tubular handles of 
such items. 

(b) The use of any choke or other muzzle restriction 
in any stick or handle fireworks item, whether spike or 
dowel or California candle, is prohibited. 

(c) All compositions shall be rammed solidly to pre­
vent loosely compacted charges. Handle goods pyrotech­
nic compositions shall not discharge a flame longer than 
eight inches and/or throw sparks farther than six feet 
from the composition tube muzzle. 

( d) Clay base shall have a minimum finished thick­
ness of one-half inch and shall be formed in place inside 
the tube by ramming the clay charge firmly against the 
previously rammed composition. In no case shall the fi­
nal composition charge and the clay be rammed in a 
combined operation. All clay used as clay base shall be 
sufficiently moistened to insure permanent effective ad­
hesion to the inside of the tube or case. 

(e) Spikes and dowels shall be inserted into the chem­
ical composition tubes a minimum distance not less than 
twenty-five percent of the length of tubes six i.nches or 
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less in length and not less than two inches into tubes 
over six inches long. They shall be cemented firmly in 
place against the clay base. There shall be no void space 
within the chemical composition tube. Paper tube handle 
goods shall conform to the foregoing. 

(f) All fuse or match of every type and kind of fire­
works item shall be securely fixed in contact with the 
composition charge by means of paste, glue, or priming, 
to insure against accidental loss. Each fuse and match 
shall be capable of either supporting the combined 
weight of the fireworks item plus eight ounces dead 
Weight, or double the weight of the item, without sepa­
ration from the fireworks article. 

(g) Bases of all base goods shall provide stable sup­
port for the item, to maintain its tube in a vertical posi­
tion when firing. Bases shall be firmly cemented to 
tubes. Bases shall have a minimum horizontal dimension 
equal to one-third the length of the longest tube, except 
that base items having only a single tube twelve inches 
or less in length may have a three inch square base. 

(h) Appearance of any fireworks items in close re­
semblance to those articles classified by statute as "dan­
gerous fireworks" shall constitute sufficient grounds for 
their classifications, by the state fire marshal, as "dan­
gerous fireworks." Special reference is intended, though 
not by way of limitation, to cherry bombs and sky rock­
ets and other fireworks which normally explode or rise in 
the air during discharge. 

(i) Pinwheels shall be limited to a maximum overall 
diameter of fifteen inches, shall be substantially con­
structed and all driver gerbs, firepots and other elements 
shall be firmly fixed to the wheel. [Fireworks, Regula­
tion 83, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-'-510 Seal of registration--Descrip­
tion. The state fire marshal's seal of registration and 
fireworks classification label. 

"Safe and Sane" 
Fire marshal's seal 

"Dangerous" 
Fire marshal's seal 

"Agricultural" 
Fire marshal's seal 

The official seal of registration shall consist of a series 
of concentric circles lettered as follows: 

Outer circle: 
Upper half: "Registered" 
Lower half: "Fireworks" 

Inner circle: 
Upper half: "State of Washington" 
Lower half: "State fire marshal" 

The classification designation ,i safe and sane," "dan­
gerous" or "agricultural" shall appear immediately 
above the seal. The registration number of licensee shall 
appear in the box below the seal. [Fireworks, Regulation 
84, filed 6/1/62.] 
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WAC 212-16-515 Seal of registration-Unlawful 
use. No person or concern shall use this seal in any 
manner or for any purpose without having received offi­
cial permission so to do from the state fire marshal in 
writing. [Fireworks, Regulation 85, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-520 Seal of registration--· Permis­
sive use. Use of this seal shall be restricted to permissive 
use by persons and concerns as defined by these rules 
and regulations as proof of the fact that the state fire 
marshal of Washington has approved and registered as 
licensed said person or concern as one or more of the 
following: 

(a) Manufacturer of fireworks 
(b) Importer and/or exporter of fireworks 
(c) Wholesaler of fireworks [Fireworks, Regulation 

86, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-525 Seal of registration-Approved 
use. Approved uses of the seal shall include, subject to 
authorized extension, use in connection with: 

(a) Classification labels or stencils for fireworks and 
fireworks packages. 

(b) Approved printed matter including the fireworks 
license, approved promotional matter and a copy for 
publication. Two copies of the galley proof are required 
for approval. [Fireworks, Regulation 87, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-530 Seal of registration--Repro­
duction. No person shall make any reproduction of the 
Washington state fire marshal's seal of registration other 
than one made from the proof of the master copy fur­
nished the registered person or concern at the time the 
license and registration numbers are issued, and such 
reproduction shall be made in accordance with the in­
structions for use thereon. No alteration of the original, 
or copy, or facsimile other than the original furnished by 
the state fire marshal shall be used. [Fireworks, Regula­
tion 88, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-535 Seal of registration--Regis­
tration number. Before reproduction of the seal of regis­
tration, there shall be inserted in the box provided the · 
registration number assigned by the state fire marshal to 
designate the licensee's category. The category shall be 
designated by capital letter preceding the registration 
number as follows: "M" for manufacturer; "1/E" for 
importer and/or exporter; and "W" for wholesaler. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 89, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-540 Seal of registration-No sub­
sequent issuance to others. A registration number issued 
by the state fire marshal to any registered person or 
concern shall not be reissued to any other person or con­
cem subsequently. [Fireworks, Regulation 90, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-545 Seal of registration-Cease 
use order. No person or concern shall continue use of 
this seal in any manner or for any purpose after receipt 
of a notice in writing from the state fire marshal of 
Washington to discontinue such use, or after receipt of 
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notice in writing of license revocation or the removal of 
its name or the name of any of its fireworks items from 
the registered list. [Fireworks, Regulation 91, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-560 Public displays of fireworks-­
General. The state fireworks law requires that persons 
desiring to hold a public display of fireworks shall secure 
a state license from the state fire marshal and a permit 
from the governmental agency having jurisdiction. Ap­
plication for state license should be made 30 days in ad­
vance of display date and application for local permit 
must be made at least 10 days in advance. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 92, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-565 Application, state license. Appli­
cation for fireworks public display license shall be made 
on forms provided by the state fire marshal and shall be 
accompanied by the prescribed license fee. Such licenses 
shall be signed by applicants or proper officials in ac­
cordance with RCW 70.77.320. [Fireworks, Regulation 
93, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-570 Application, state license-­
Special and general licenses. A "special" state license, 
together with a permit from the governmental agency 
having jurisdiction, authorizes applicant to conduct a 
public display of fireworks at a given location only. A 
"general" state license for public display of fireworks, 
together with permits from the local governmental 
agency having jurisdiction, authorized [authorizes] pub­
lic displays of fireworks at various locations. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 94, filed 6 / 1 / 62.] 

WAC 212-16-575 Application, state license-­
General licenses. Application for a "general" license to 
hold public displays of fireworks shall be accompanied 
by a surety bond or a certificate evidencing public lia­
bility insurance in the amount of $25,000, in accordance 
with RCW 70.77.355. Such bond and public liability in­
surance shall be non-cancellable except upon 30 days' 
written notice by the insurer. [Fireworks, Regulation 95, 
filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-580 Application, state license-­
Reports. General public display licensees shall report to 
the state fire marshal, prior to date of each display, all 
public displays of fireworks contemplated under their 
general license. The report shall contain the information 
set forth in WAC 212-16-585(1 )-(5). [Fireworks, Reg­
ulation 96, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-585 Application, state license-­
Local permit, application for. When applying for permit, 
applicant shall submit information and evidence to local 
fire authorities covering the following: 

(1) The name of the organization sponsoring the dis­
play, together with the names of persons actually in 
charge of the display. 

(2) The date and time of day at which the display is 
to be held. 

(3) The exact location planned for the display. 
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(4) The name and license number of the pyrotechnic 
operator who is to supervise discharge of the fireworks. 

(5) The class of fireworks to be discharged and the 
number of set pieces, shells (specify single or multiple 
break), and other items including experimental or model 
rockets or missiles. 

( 6) The manner and place of storage of such fireworks 
prior to and during the display. 

(7) A diagram of the grounds on which the display is 
to be held showing the point at which the. fireworks are 
to be discharged, the location of all buildings, highways, 
and other lines of communication, the lines behind which 
the audience will be restrained, the location of all nearby 
trees, telegraph or telephone lines, or other overhead 
obstruction. 

(8) Proof that satisfactory compensation insurance is 
carried for all employees. 

(9) Documentary proof of procurement of surety as 
follows: 

Surety bond of not less than $10,000; or 
Public liability insurance in an amount of not Jess 

than $20,000; or 
A state fire marshal's "general license" for the 

public display of fireworks. 
(10) Permittee shall be responsible for compliance 

with the provisions under which a public display permit 
has been granted. [Fireworks, Regulation 97, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-590 Application, state license-­
Investigation. The officer to whom the application for 
permit is made shall make, or cause to be made, investi­
gation of site of the proposed display for the purpose of 
determining if the fireworks will be of such a character 
or so located as to be hazardous to property or danger­
ous to any person. He shall also determine whether the 
provisions of the state fireworks law and these rules and 
regulations are complied with in the case of a particular 
display. He shall, in the exercise of reasonable discre­
tion, grant or deny the application subject to reasonable 
conditions, if any, as he may prescribe, taking into ac­
count locations, parking of vehicles, controlling spectat­
ors, storage and firing fireworks, and precautions in 
general against danger to life and property from fire, 
explosion, and panic. [Fireworks, Regulation 98, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-595 Application, state license-­
Test areas. Experimental or model rockets and missiles 
shall not be launched within this state from any site 
other than test areas approved for such purpose by fire 
authority having responsibility. These test areas should 
meet the following minimum requirements: 

(1) Test areas consist of a launching site and an im­
pact range. 

The launching site is that area immediately surround­
ing the launching devices, including positions to protect 
all personnel. 

The impact range is that area over which rockets may 
travel by design or accident and upon which they fall. Its 
length should be not less than the maximum calculated 
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ideal ballistic range of any rocket to be fired from its 
launching site and extend as the radius of a circular 
section 90° from the launching site apex into the pre­
vailing wind. 

(2) Test areas should include no dwellings or struc­
tures other than those provided for operating and non­
operating personnel protection and loading rockets. 

(3) Operating personnel protection shall consist of a 
bunker, blockhouse or similar protection designed to 
withstand shrapnel and mass impact equal to the poten­
tial created by the heaviest rocket intended to be fired, 
and falling from its zenith or exploding at any point. 
This bunker when located not less than 50 feet distant 
from the launching device shall afford minimum protec­
tion equal to a 2-footwide slit trench not less than 5 feet 
deep and parapet observation ports with protection equal 
to a double thickness of sand bags. Overhead protection 
should consist of substantial structural materials, and 
these materials shall be covered to afford protection 
equivalent to that of a double layer of well filled sand 
bags. 

Non-operating personnel minimum protection when 
located not less than 250 feet distant from the launching 
device shall consist of construction at least equal to the 
slit trench shelter described above. 

(4) Rocket loading facilities shall be housed in a 
lightly constructed and covered structure located not less 
than 100 feet distant from any other structure including 
any missile or launching device. 

Within this state, all fuel or propellant compounding 
and/or loading of experimental or model rockets or mis­
siles shall be restricted exclusively to this structure and 
shall be done only under the direct supervision and con­
trol of the licensed pyrotechnic operator in charge. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 99, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-600 Application, state license-­
Permits may not be granted, when. No permit for public 
display may be granted unless the sponsoring individual 
or organization has first obtained a state fire marshal's 
public display license. No permit shall be granted for 
any public display of fireworks where the discharge, 
failure to fire, faulty firing, or fallout of any fireworks or 
other objects would endanger persons, buildings, struc­
tures, forests, brush, or other grass covered land. [Fire­
works, Regulation 100, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-605 Application, state license-­
Spectators. Spectators at public displays of fireworks 
shall be restrained behind lines or barriers as designated 
by local authorities. Only authorized persons and those 
in actual charge of the display shall be allowed inside 
these lines or barriers during the unloading, preparation, 
or firing of fireworks. [Fireworks, Regulation 101, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-610 Application, state license-­
Pyrotechnic operators. No public display permit shall be 
granted unless at least two experienced pyrotechnic op­
erators are provided, one of whom shall be a regularly 
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licensed pyrotechnic operator. The licensed operator 
shall: 

(1) Be responsible for and have charge of the display 
with respect to preparation for transporting, unloading, 
storing, preparing special effects, set and mechanical 
pieces, setting mortars and rocket launchers, loading, 
arming and firing and disposing of all unfired or defec­
tive ( dud) rockets, missiles and fireworks articles or 
items; 

(2) Be responsible for setting all fireworks including 
mortars, finale batteries (hedgehogs) and rocket launch­
ers at locations designated by the authority having juris­
diction and take into account wind direction and velocity 
predicted. for the firing time in setting the firing angles. 
Shells, rockets and/ or missiles shall not be permitted to 
cross or burst above areas occupied by persons; 

(3) Be held responsible for acts of all persons em­
ployed in connection with fireworks for the display. He 
shall have authority to dismiss or discharge any em­
ployee or person whether remunerated or not at any time 
from delivery to final firing of the display who, through 
smoking, drinking, carelessness or negligence or any 
other act, endangers the safety of himself, any other 
person, or any property. [Fireworks, Regulation 102, 
filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-615 Application, state license-­
Transportation. Transportation and delivery of all fire­
works shall be made in compliance with these regula­
tions. [Fireworks, Regulation 103, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-:-16-620 Application, state license-­
Public display storage magazines. All fireworks articles 
and items at places of public display shall be stored in a 
manner and in a place secure from fire, accidental dis~ 
charge and theft, and in a manner approved by the gov­
ernmental agency having jurisdiction. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 104, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-625 Application, state license-­
Mortars. Mortars shall be made of Shelby or equivalent 
seamless steel tubing ( cast iron and other fragmenting 
types of metal are prohibited) having a smooth bore and 
a steel bottom plate equal in thickness to the tube 
welded continuously around its perimeter except as 
follows: 

(1) Wooden base plugs in good condition may be sub­
stituted for welded steel bottom plates where such plugs 
have a minimum thickness of one inch per inch of bore 
diameter and are securely cross bolted with half-inch 
iron bolts placed at right angles alternately starting one 
inch from the top of the plug and placed one inch apart 
thereafter. Wooden base plugs shall be. discarded and 
replaced when split, cracked, shrunken, charred to less 
than minimum required thickness, or otherwise dam­
aged. Screw type caps or plugs are prohibited. 

(2) Mortars limited solely for firing three-inch and 
four-inch single break shells may be made of spiral or 
convolute wound chipboard or Kraft paper tubes not less 
than one-half inch in thickness, having a maximum bore 
of four inches and a wooden base plug in good condition 
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of minimum thickness equal to the inside diameter of the 
tube, securely glued and nailed in place. 

(3) Approved cardboard mortars may be used for all 
types and sizes of display shells if the following stand­
ards are complied with: 

(a) Each mortar is pre-loaded and fired only once 
during the display; 

(b) Firing is done by electronic equipment approved 
by the state fire marshal; 

(c) For two or three inch shells the mortar shall have 
a minimum wall thickness of one/half (1/2) inch; for 
five and six inch shells the mortar shall have a minimum 
wall thickness of three/quarter (3/4) inch; for seven and 
eight inch shells the mortar shall have a minimum wall 
thickness of one ( 1) inch; and 

(d) Tubes shall have a wooden base plug in good con­
dition of a minimum thickness equal to the inside diam­
eter of the tube, securely glued and nailed in place. 

( 4) For single break shells three-inch mortar tubes 
may be made of ten gauge or heavier galvanized iron 
riveted along their seams, beginning at a point within 
one inch of each end and · spaced not more than three 
inches between rivets and having a two-inch wooden 
base plug cross bolted in position with not less than two 
1/2 11 x 3 1/2 11 carriage bolts one inch apart at right an­
gles to each other. 

(5) The minimum inside length of mortars shall be 
not less than five times their inside diameter for mortars 
up to 7 11 inside diameter and not less than four times 
their inside diameter for mortars having an inside diam­
eter greater than seven inches. 

(6) Any damaged mortars (split or bulged tube, base, 
seam, or with loose rivets, bolts, or wooden base plug) 
shall not be used for firing. [ Order FM R 7 6-1, § 212-
16-625, filed 5/18/76; Fireworks, Regulation 105, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-630 Application, state license-­
Rocket launchers. Rocket launchers shall have a mini­
mum length sufficient to insure stabilization to any 
rocket fired from them and shall be constructed of metal 
and designed for the specific intended purpose and use. 
Special protection shall be provided for persons setting 
and arming all rockets. The use of any two rail, 11 V 11 or 
11 U 11 trough launcher, which depends solely on gravity to 
control the rocket during launching, is prohibited. [Fire­
works, Regulation 106, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-635 Application, state license-­
Metallic mortars. Salutes and detonating shells shall not 
be fired from metallic mortars. [Fireworks, Regulation 
107, filed 6/1/62, effective 1/1/63.] 

WAC 212-16-640 Application, state license-­
Setting mortars. All mortars, excepting three-inch finale 
batteries (hedgehogs), shall be set upon a heavy plank or 
timber footing and buried in solidly tamped clean earth. 
Not less than 75 per cent of the mortar tube length shall 
be below the normal surface of the ground. A continuous 
row of sand or earth filled bags shall be laid against the 
firing side of the mortars. The upper surface of the 
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sandbags shall be level with the mortar tube muzzles. 
Sandbags shall also be placed similarly at both ends of 
each line of mortars. As an alternative to the foregoing 
method, the provisions of WAC 212-16-650 may be 
complied with. [Fireworks, Regulation 108, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-645 Application, state license-­
Setting rocket launchers. All adjustments and alignments 
of the rocket launcher and connections, shall be com­
pleted before the rocket is armed. Final rocket launcher 
adjustments shall be checked by the licensed pyrotechnic 
operator in. charge. [Fireworks, Regulation 109, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-650 Special setting of mortars. On 
locations where it is impossible to bury mortars in suit­
able clean earth or where the authority having jurisdic­
tion and the licensed pyrotechnic operator in charge are 
in agreement that public safety will be increased 
thereby, mortars may be set for firing in approved sand­
filled containers. Heavy steel drums or troughs con­
structed of two-inch thick board, in accordance with the 
following details, shall be used for setting mortars: 

( 1) The diameter of the drum or width of the trough 
shall be not less than three times the diameter of the 
mortar tube. 

(2) The depth of the drum or trough shall permit 
burial in wet sand of each mortar to within one inch of 
its muzzle. Heavy wood blocking shall fill the space be­
tween the bottom of the mortar and the container, and 
in every case there shall be not less than a two-inch 
thickness of board under each mortar. 

(3) The length of the trough shall permit spaces be­
tween all mortars and between the first and last mortars 
and the ends of the trough equal to the diameter of the 
largest mortar. These spaces shall be filled with blocks 
of two-inch wood. Bulkheads of two-inch board shall 
separate troughs into compartments not more than six 
feet in length. The top of drums shall be similar Iy 
blocked. 

( 4) The sides, ends, bottom and any bulkheads re­
quired to limit compartment length to six feet shall be 
two-inch boards in good condition, nailed securely with 
20d common nails. The ends of the trough shall be set 
six inches in from the ends of the side and bottom 
boards, and two one-half-inch all-thread rods used to 
bolt the sides in place at both ends just outside the 
trough ends. 

(5) The containers shall be set and the mortars 
blocked and secured at the angle determined as safe for 
firing. After being filled with wet sand, a continuous row 
of sand-filled bags shall be laid along both sides of and 
touching the mortar muzzles before firing begins. [Fire­
works, Regulation 110, filed 6 / 1 / 62.] 

WAC 212-16-655 Special setting of mortars-­
Finale batteries. (1) Finale batteries, not exceeding 
three-inch mortars, shall be limited to 10 tubes per unit 
set squarely upon a 2 11 x 4 11 timber and boxed by a l II x 
6 11 board along either side at the top and bottom, nailed 
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firmly to the vertical 2 11 x 4 11 ends and having each tube 
solidly locked at the top and bottom by a 2" x 4 11 

wooden block nailed between each tube and the next and 
the ends. 

(2) Batteries may consist of as many approved 10-
tube units as are required for the display, but each unit 
shall be independently set, braced, and secured, as indi­
cated by the wind direction and velocity predicted for 
the firing time. Finale batteries need not be buried. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 111, filed 6 / 1 / 62.] 

WAC 212-16-660 Special setting of mortars-­
Firing magazines. Before any firing begins, the entire 
complement of shells for any licensed public display 
shall be brought to the firing site and stored in ready 
boxes at a point not less than 25' distant upwind (with 
relation to the firing time) from the nearest mortar. 
These ready boxes shall be substantially constructed of 
wood. They shall be set with their bottoms facing the 
mortars and arranged to open away from the mortars. A 
flameproof water repellent canvas cover shall protect all 
ready boxes from the time they are placed in position 
until they are emptied, except that the cover may be 
lifted when shells are taken from or returned to the 
boxes. [Fireworks, Regulation 112, filed 6 / 1 / 62.] 

WAC 212-16-665 Special setting of mortars-­
Loading mortars. Each mortar shall be cleared of paper 
or other burning material after being fired. It is not re­
quired that mortars be swabbed. No duds shall be 
cleared from mortars for at least two hours after being 
fired and the mortar has been filled with water. [Fire­
works, Regulation 113, filed 6/1/62.) 

WAC 212-16-670 Special setting of mortars-­
Firing. All firing shall be done upon order or signal of 
the licensed pyrotechnician directing the public display. 
No safety cap shall be removed from any shell match 
except by the pyrotechnician immediately before he ap­
plies his portfire. Used portfire shall not be discarded in 
the area between the mortars and the loading magazine. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 114, filed 6/1/62.) 

WAC 212-16-675 Special setting of mortars-­
Firing rockets. Rockets may not be armed or fired ex­
cept by an experienced pyrotechnic operator, who, if he 
is not licensed, shall be directly responsible to the li­
censed pyrotechnic operator in charge. The actual arm­
ing operation shall be accomplished by a competent 
person. During all arming operations, all personnel shall 
take shelter as for firing, excepting only the individual 
arming the rocket or missile and his necessary assistants. 
In this connection, all internal self-contained firing cir­
cuits (within the rocket) including, but not by way of 
limitation, multiple stage ignition, parachute releases, 
bursting charges, etc., shall be provided with an arming 
and disarming device operable remotely from without 
the assembled rocket in the firing position. 

(1) The firing circuit shall be shunted at both the 
control center and the launching site by the pyrotechnic 
operator assigned to arm the rocket. Both shunts shall be 
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in place and he shall test them to insure that the firing 
circuit is effectively short circuited, before the rocket is 
set in the firing position. 

(2) The single special key, which removes the launch­
ing site shunt from the firing circuit, shall be the sole 
means for completing the firing circuit at the control 
center. The arming operator shall retain the shunt key in 
his personal possession from the time the circuit is ini­
tially shunted until the arming operations are completed 
and he removes the last shunt in the control center and 
establishes a ready firing circuit. 

(3) No other means or device than a remotely con° 
trolled electric circuit of an approved design may be 
used to fire single stage rockets or the first stage of 
multistage rockets. [Fireworks, Regulation 115, filed 
6/1/62.) 

WAC 212-16-680 Special setting of mortars-­
Firing procedure. A definite ordered firing procedure 
shall be established by the licensed pyrotechnic operator 
in charge. This order shall be followed by all persons 
present at the test area. Both visible and audible signals 
shall be used to alert all persons in the test area. Any 
code used shall be reduced to writing and posted con­
spicuously in the test area. [Fireworks, Regulation 116, 
filed 6/1/62.) 

WAC 212-16-685 Special setting of mortars-­
Operator in charge. The operator in charge of loading 
shall be responsible for maintaining safe working condi­
tions at the firing site, and he shall have on his person a 
valid license as a pyrotechnic operator. He shall adjust 
mortar setting to correct the firing angle whenever nec­
essary to insure all bursts being downwind from the 
spectators. [Fireworks, Regulation 117, filed 6/1/62.) 

WAC 212-16-690 Special setting of mortars-­
Duds. Loaders and magazine tenders and/or persons re­
sponsible for arming rockets or missiles shall maintain 
close observation during firing to detect duds in mortars 
or which return unexploded from aloft, or dud or misfire 
rockets or missiles, and take necessary action as planned 
by the licensed pyrotechnic operator in charge. [Fire­
works, Regulation 118, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-695 Special setting of mortars-­
Magazine tenders. Magazine tenders are directly re­
sponsible to the pyrotechnic operator in charge of load­
ing, and they shall not lift the canvas on the side toward 
the mortars or open more than a single magazine at any 
given time. [Fireworks, Regulation 119, filed 6/1/62.) 

WAC 212-16-700 Special setting of mortars-­
Shell size. When reference is made to the size of fire­
works pieces or mortars from which they may be fired, it 
refers to the external diameter of the shell or the inside 
diameter of the mortar. [Fireworks, Regulation 120, 
filed 6/1/62.) 

WAC 212-16-705 Special setting of mortars-­
Set. pieces. Set displays shall be securely braced and 
guyed to prevent accidental displacement from any 
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cause. Set pieces and mechanical displays shall not be 
left unguarded after delivery to the public display loca­
tion. [Fireworks, Regulation 121, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-710 Special setting of mortars-­
Match. All match shall be so located and protected as 
will prevent unintentional firing of any other item or ar­
ticle. [Fireworks, Regulation 122, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-715 Special setting of mortars-­
Flying pigeons. Installations incorporating flying pigeons 
and similar flying devices, whether controlled or free or 
a combination of controlled and free, shall be so in­
stalled as to prevent flight in the direction of spectators, 
whether under control or if accidentally released during 
flight. [Fireworks, Regulation 123, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-720 Special setting of mortars-­
Unfired fireworks. Any fireworks remaining unfired af­
ter the display is concluded shall be secured against ac­
cidental discharge or theft in an approved storage. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 124, filed 6 / 1 / 62.] 

WAC 212-16-725 Special setting of mortars-­
Smoking. No person shall smoke in the firing area ex­
cept at points designated as safe by the authority having 
jurisdiction. [Fireworks, Regulation 125, filed 6 / 1 / 62.] 

WAC 212-16-730 Special setting of mortars-­
Fire equipment. The type and number of pieces of first 
aid or other fire equipment required shall be determined 
by the authority having jurisdiction, but in every case 
shall be adequate to cope with any fire which can be 
reasonably anticipated. [Fireworks, Regulation 126, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-735 Special setting of mortars-­
Reports. After every public display, it shall be the direct 
responsibility of the licensed pyrotechnic operator in 
charge of the display to submit a personally written re­
port directly to the state fire marshal, within ten days 
following the display, covering: 

( 1) A brief report of any duds, defective shells, with 
manufacturer's name, and the type and size of shell. 

(2) A brief account of the cause of injury to any 
person(s) from fireworks and such person's name and 
address. 

(3) A brief account of any fires caused by fireworks. 
(4) Any violation of the state fireworks law or of these 

regulations relating to public display fireworks, with 
special observations on any irregularities on the part of 
persons present at the firing site. 

(5) Exception: Solely in the case of motion picture, 
television, theatrical and operatic productions, reports 
will only be required when one or more of the events set 
forth in subparagraphs (I), (2), (3) or (4) above occurs. 

( 6) Failure to file this report, except as permitted 
herein, shall constitute grounds for revocation of the op­
erator's current license and/ or rejection of his applica­
tion for his license renewal. [Fireworks, Regulation 127, 
filed 6/1/62.] 
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WAC 212-16-750 Transportation--General. 
Transportation of fireworks within the state of 
Washington, by other than a public carrier operating 
under the regulations of the interstate commerce com­
mission or the Washington utilities and transportation 
commission, or by a regularly licensed person having a 
valid license issued to him by the state fire marshal and 
a valid permit from the local authorities having jurisdic­
tion, is in violation of the state fireworks law. [Fire­
works, Regulation 128, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-755 Transportation--Labels. All 
packages of fireworks which do not bear the Washington 
state fire marshal's seal of registration and classification 
label, are classified by statute as dangerous fireworks 
and are subject to all of the provisions and restrictions of 
the state fireworks law and these rules and regulations. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 129, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-760 Transportation--Bills of lad­
ing. RCW 70.77.470 requires that each bill of lading, 
manifest, and invoice issued to cover sales or shipment of 
fireworks shall bear the license or registration number of 
both the seller or shipper and buyer or receiver. 
Import/ export licensees shall strictly observe this re­
quirement except that license number of an out-of-state 
buyer or receiver shall not be required. [Fireworks, Reg­
ulation 130, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-765 Transportation--Test samples. 
Prepaid shipments mar¼:ed "Test samples for 
Washington state fire marShal" may be accepted for 
shipme11t direct to the state fire marshal's laboratory 
without license or registration numbers. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 131, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-770 Transportation--Custom bond. 
Fireworks imported into Washington, when transported 
by public carrier to destinations outside of Washington 
without being released from custom bond within this 
state, are exempt from classification and labeling but are 
subject to all of the other provisions and restrictions ap­
plicable to dangerous fireworks. [Fireworks, Regulation 
132, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-775 Transportation--Personnel. 
All employees who handle or transport fireworks shall be 
instructed in the hazards of explosives and shall be made 
familiar with these rules and the safety precautions gov­
erning fireworks and explosives. [Fireworks, Regulation 
133, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-780 Transportation-Smoking and 
fire. Smoking shall be prohibited in all portions of the 
premises or locations where fireworks are being loaded, 
unloaded or transhipped. [Fireworks, Regulation 134, 
filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-785 Transportation--Fire nui-
sance. The premises where fireworks are loaded, un­
loaded, transhipped and/or stored, shall be maintained 
in a clean, neat and orderly condition at all times and be 
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free from any condition that would create a "fire nui­
sance." The "Rules for handling, storing, delivering and 
shipping explosives" recommended by the Institute of 
Makers of Explosives, New York, New York, and pub­
lished as its Pamphlet No. 5, Copyright of 1948, are 
hereby adopted as being a part of these rules and regu­
lations. Reference is made to Bureau of Explosive Pam­
phlet No. 6, revised November 1, 1941, governing 
fireworks shipments by rail. [Fireworks, Regulation 135, 
filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-800 Storage--General. Storage of 
fireworks shall be free from any condition which in­
creases or may cause an increase of the hazard or men­
ace of fire or explosion or which may obstruct, delay or 
hinder, or may become the cause of any obstruction, de­
lay or hindrance, to the prevention or extinguishment of 
fire. [Fireworks, Regulation 136, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-805 Storage--Explosive safety 
practices. The Code for the Manufacture, Transporta­
tion, and Storage of Fireworks, NFPA No. 44A, 1974, is 
hereby adopted as a part of these rules and regulations 
and shall govern practices relating to transporting or 
storing of fireworks. [Order FM R 76-1, § 212-16-805, 
filed 5/18/76; Fireworks, Regulation 137, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-810 Storage--Supervision. A com­
petent adult shall be in charge of all fireworks storage 
and be responsible for maintaining safe conditions. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 138, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-815 Storage--Personnel. All em­
ployees who handle or transport fireworks shall be in­
structed in the hazards of explosives and shall be made 
familiar with these rules and the safety precautions gov­
erning fireworks and explosives. [Fireworks, Regulation 
139, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-820 Storage--Smoking and fire. 
Smoking shall be prohibited in all portions of the prem­
ises or locations where fireworks are being loaded, un­
loaded, transhipped and/or stored. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 140, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-825 Storage--"No Smoking" 
signs. Approved "No Smoking" signs shall be posted at 
all locations where fireworks are stored. Each sign shall 
have the words "No Smoking by Order of the State Fire 
Marshal" in red letters not less than two inches in height 
on a white background. Metal signs may be used in lo­
cations exposed to the weather, but all signs shall be 
maintained in a legible condition. [Fireworks, Regula­
tion 141, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-830 Storage--Fire nuisance. The 
premises where fireworks are loaded, unloaded, tran­
shipped and/or stored, shall be maintained in a clean, 
neat and orderly condition at all times, and be free from 
any condition that would create a "fire nuisance," as 
defined in RCW 70.77.165. [Fireworks, Regulation 142, 
filed 6/1/62.] 
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WAC 212-16-845 Special effects-Scope. These 
special regulations relating to the use of pyrotechnics by 
television, theatrical and motion picture special effects 
personnel are in addition to all other provisions of these 
rules and regulations and shall apply with equal force 
and effect. [Fireworks, Regulation 143, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-850 Special effects--Basic require­
ments. The use, transportation and storage of all special 
effects fireworks, pyrotechnics, explosives and/ or blast­
ing agents shall comply with the requirements and pro­
visions of the state fireworks law, Title 46 RCW (Motor 
Vehicles) and these rules and regulations. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 144, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-855 Special effects--Magazines. 
( 1) Special effects magazines shall be used exclusively 
for the storage of special effects fireworks, pyrotechnics, 
explosives and/or blasting agents. Magazines shall not 
be used for any other purpose such as making up prim­
ers and fuse, loading flash or smoke charges and similar 
activities, when in use for storage purposes. 

(2) Portable magazines of the chest type used for 
storage of television studio and theater special effects 
pyrotechnic items restricted to bullet hits, flash sheet 
and composition and smoke composition shall be sub­
stantially constructed of 2" thick lumber or other equal 
protective material as determined by the fire authority 
having responsibility or shall consist of a one hour fire 
rated cabinet or other approved storage. Such magazines 
shall be kept locked at all times excepting when supplies 
are being withdrawn or replenished. 

(3) Location boxes shall be provided for use by special 
effects pyrotechnic operators working on sets and loca­
tions to carry working quantities of pyrotechnic and ex­
plosive items. These location boxes shall be fitted with a 
hinged cover and lock and kept closed except when nec­
essary to remove or replace contents. 

( 4) No special effects pyrotechnic items or explosives 
other than blank cartridges may be carried on the per­
son. [Fireworks, Regulation 145, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-860 Special effects-Quantities. 
The quantities of special effects materials removed from 
magazines of every class shall be limited to the least 
amount necessary for immediate use. Under no condition 
shall any surplus or excess be permitted to remain out­
side a magazine or a location box. [Fireworks, Regula­
tion 146, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-865 Special effects--Preparation. 
( 1) All pyrotechnic powders shall be mixed either by the 
licensed fireworks manufacturer supplying them or un­
der the control of the licensed pyrotechnic operator em­
ployed by the company. All mixing shall be done at a 
place and under conditions designated by the local au­
thority having jurisdiction. This provision applies equally 
to the preparation of all other pyrotechnic and explosive 
items. 
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(2) All tools, scoops and devices used in loading and 
handling pyrotechnic powders and explosives and blast­
ing agents shall be made of non-ferrous material. 

(3) Smoke composition shall not be loaded directly 
into metal containers, without heat insulating liners. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 147, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-870 Special effects--Mortars. Ex­
plosion and flash mortars shall be made of steel plate or 
tubing having a thickness proportional to the strength of 
explosive used and in every case sufficient to prevent 
distortion in service. Tube mortars for firing aerial pyro­
technic and fireworks shells ot for cannon effects shall 
conform to requirements of these rules and regulations. 
[Fireworks, Regulation 148, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-875 Special effects-· -Flash 
charges. ( 1) Pan type flash mortars shall be made of 
iron or steel not less than 1 /8" thick or 6 11 in any di­
mension having a 2" minimum depth with 45° angle 
sides, or other approved design. 

(2) The use of converted switch boxes for special ef­
fects flash powder mortars shall be prohibited. 

(3) Where flash powder charges or sheets are used, 
the individual amount shall not exceed that which the 
licensed pyrotechnic operator in charge knows by his 
own experience is safe for the instant specific working 
conditions, taking into account sheet position, and expo­
sure of flammable material and persons on the set or 
stage. [Fireworks, Regulation 149, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-880 Special effects--Electric firing 
circuits. Connecting any electric firing circuit to any 
power supply, whether battery or other, excepting only a 
test galvanometer equipped with a silver chloride bat­
tery, is prohibited until all special effects fireworks, py­
rotechnics and explosives in the sequence are connected 
to firing leads and are cleared for actual firing. [Fire­
works, Regulation 150, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-885 Special effects--Power 
sources. Power sources for firing special effects fire­
works, pyrotechnics and explosives shall be restricted to 
batteries or individually isolated, ungrounded generators 
used for firing purposes only. Under no condition may. 
commercial or house power circuits be used for this pur­
pose. [Fireworks, Regulation 151, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-890 Special effects-Shunts. Short 
circuiting shunts shall be maintained on all electrically 
fired pyrotechnic items during preparatory operations 
including loading, setting and adjustment. [Fireworks, 
Regulation 152, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-895 Special effects-· -Firing safe­
guards. (1) All firing switches, including battery and 
power circuit types, shall be designed or altered to insure 
against accidental firing by providing: (a) an automatic 
short circuiting shunt across the firing leads until the 
switch is intentionally thrown to the firing position, and 
(b) an automatic positive disconnection when the switch 
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is released by the operator. Firing boxes shall be de­
signed to prevent firing unless the switch(es) is manually 
operated. 

The foregoing requirements shall not apply to accept­
able firing boards. [Fireworks, Regulation 153, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-900 Special effects--Circuit tests. 
All electrically fired pyrotechnic circuits shall be tested 
with an approved blasting galvanometer equipped with a 
silver chloride battery. [Fireworks, Regulation 154, filed 
6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-905 Special effects-· -Water loca­
tions. Each explosive charge set in or on water, either 
salt or fresh, shall be fired by an individual two wire 
circuit. [Fireworks, Regulation 155, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-910 Special effects-'-'--Sight firing. 
No special effects pyrotechnic item shall be fired unless 
it is in foll view of the pyrotechnic operator or his as­
sistant, at the tirrte the pyrotechnic operator discharges 
it. [Fireworks, Regulation 156, filed 6/1/62.] 

WAC 212-16-950 Repeal ()f other regulations. All 
rules and regulations adopted by the state fire marshal 
relating to fireworks, in existence on January 1, 1962, 
are hereby repealed, [Fireworks, Regulation 157, filed 
6/1/62.] 

Chapter 212-20 WAC 
MODEL AND EXPERIMENTAL ROCKETRY 

WAC 
212-20-001 
212-20-010 
212-20-015 
212-20-025 
212-20-035 
212-20-045 
212-20-055 
212-20-065 
212-20-075 
212-20-085 
212-20-090 
212-20-095 
212-20-100 
212-20-200 
212-20-205 
212-20-210 
212-20-215 

212-20-220 
212-20-225 

212~20-230 

212-20-235 
212-20-240 

212-20-245 
212-20-250 
212-20-305 
212-20-310 
212-20-315 
212-20-320 

Declaration of Intent. 
Definitions. 
Application-Rocket Motors, 
Application-Rocket vehicles. 
Application-Rocket Launching. 
Application-Exempt activities. 
Application-Exempt model aircraft. 
Application-Exempt toy rockets. 
Application-Exempt fireworks. 
Purpose-Availability, 
Purpose-Prohibited rockets. 
Purpose-Prohibited propellants. 
Rocket construction and operation. 
Solid propellant rocket motors-General. 
Solid propellant rocket motors-Casing material. 
Solid propellant rocket motors-Casing design. 
Solid propellant rocket motors-Incapable of sponta­

neous ignition. 
Solid propellant rocket motors-Propellant. 
Solid propellant rocket motors-Manufacturer 

sampling. 
Solid propellant rocket motors-Manufacturer 

dating. 
Solid propellant rocket motors-Safe shipment. 
Solid propellant rocket motors-Flame ignition 

prohibited. 
Solid propellant rocket motors-Instructions. 
Solid propellant rocket motors-Sealing. 
Cold propellant rocket motors-Sold assembled. 
Cold propellant rocket motors-Propellant. 
Cold propellant rocket motors-Working pressures. 
Cold propellant rocket motors-Construction 

materials. 
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212-20-405 
212-20-410 

212-20-415 
,2,12-20-420 
212-20-425 
212-20-430 

212-20-500 
212-20-600 
212-20-605 
212-20-610 

212-20-615 
212-20-620 
212-20-625 

212-20-630 
212-20-635 
212-20-640 
212-20-645 
212---20-650 
212-20-655 
212-20-660 
212-20-665 
212-20-990 

Pressurized liquid rocket motors-Sold assembled. 
Pressurized liquid rocket motors-Nontoxic 
propellant. 

Pressurized liquid rocket motors-Working pressures. 
Pressurized liquid rocket motors-Shipped empty. 
Pressurized liquid rocket motors-Pressurizing. 
Pressurized liquid rocket motors-Construction 
materials. 

Nationally recognized testing labs, associations. 
Use of rocket motors for spectacular display. 
Use of rocket or rocket motor as a weapon. 
Use of rocket motor contrary to Federal Aviation 
Agency regulations. 

Tampering with rocket motor. 
Sale of noncomplying rocket motors. 
Operation of rockets contrary to Federal Aviation 
Agency Regulations. 

Use of noncomplying rockets. 
Sale or use of han.d-h.eld igniters. 
False certification. 
Reloading solid propellant rocket motor. 
Refilling cold propellant rocket motor. 
Refilling pressurized liquid rocket motor. 
Permits: 
Penalty. 
Appendix--Supplementary information. 

DISPOSITION OF SECTIONS FORMERLY CODIFIED IN THIS 
CHAPTER 

212-20-020 

212-20---030 

212-20-040 

212-20-050 

212-20---060 

212-20-070 

212-20---080 

Licenses, permits, and fees. [Regulation IV, V, VI, 
and VIII, filed 8/6/63.] Repealed by 79-09-0)2 
(Order FM-79-1), filed 8/8/79. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 
Supervision. [Regulations II, III, IX, and XI, filed 
8/6/63.] Repealed by 79~09---012 (Order FM-79-1), 
filed 8/8/79. Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 
Model rocket engines--Sale, consignment, and 
shipment. [Regulation VII, filed 8/6/63.] Repealed 
by 79---09---012 (Order FM-79-1), filed 8/8/79. Stat­
utory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 
Launching site procedures. [Regulation X, filed 
8/6/63.] Repealed by 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), 
filed 8/8/79. Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 
Public view. [Regulation XII, filed 8/6/63.] Repealed 
by 79---09---012 (Order FM-79-1), filed 8/8/79. Stat­
utory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 
Necessity of complying with rules of aeronautics 
commission. [Regulation XIII, filed 8/6/63.] Re­
pealed by 79---09-012 (Order FM-79-1), filed 
8/8/79. Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 
Penalties. [Regulation XIV, filed 8/6/63.] Repealed 
by 79---09---012 (Order FM-79-1), filed 8/8/79. Stat­
utory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 

WAC 212-20-001 Declaration of Intent. The intent 
of this regulation is to provide permissive, instructional 
guidelines and standards for the design, construction, 
limitation of charge and power, and reliability of un­
manned rocket engines manufactured for sale; for the 
design and construction of unmanned rockets propelled 
by these rocket engines; for the conduct of launchings, 
tests and other operations involving unmanned rockets; 
and to prohibit the making and launching of dangerous, 
homemade rocket devices or the experimentation with 
explosive rocket fuels. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-001, filed 8/8/79.] 
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WAC 212-20-010 Definitions. For the purposes of 
this regulation, the following terms shall be defined as 
follows: 

(1) "Aero model" shall mean a miniature, unmanned 
replica of a flying device and includes the category of 
model rocket, as defined elsewhere in this regulation. 

(2) "Cold propellant rocket motor" shall mean a 
rocket motor which produces force or thrust by change 
of state of the substance contained, i.e., not by a process 
involving combustion. 

(3) "Hybrid rocket motor" shall mean a rocket motor 
in which the fuel is in a different physical state (solid, 
liquid or gaseous) than the oxidizer and which derives its 
force or thrust from the combination thereof. 

(4) "Liquid propellant rocket motor" shall mean a 
rocket motor which contains a fuel and an oxidizer in 
liquid form or in a combined monopropellant liquid form 
as a single chemical and which derives its force or thrust 
from the combustion thereof. 

(5) "Model rocket" shall mean a rocket that is pro­
pelled by a model rocket motor, that contains a device 
for returning it to the ground in a condition to fly again, 
whose structural parts are made of paper, wood or 
breakable plastic and containing no substantial metal 
parts, except cold propellant rocket motors, and whose 
primary use is for purposes of education, recreation, and 
sporting competition. 

( 6) "Model rocket motor" shall mean a solid propel­
lant, cold propellant, or pressurized liquid rocket motor 
that conforms to the standards for rocket motors as set 
forth in this regulation. 

(7) "Pressurized liquid rocket motor" shall mean a 
rocket motor that derives its force or thrust from a liq­
uid expelled from the rocket motor by pressurized gas 
and involving no combustion or change of state. 

(8) "Rocket" shall mean a device which ascends into 
the air without use of aerodynamic lifting forces acting 
against gravity and which is propelled by a rocket motor. 

(9) "Rocket engine" shall mean the same as rocket 
motor. 

(10) "Rocket motor" shall mean a device, or combi­
nation of devices, that provides the necessary force or 
thrust to cause a rocket to move. The force or thrust 
shall be created by the discharge of gas generated by 
combustion, decomposition, change of state, or other op­
eration of materials contained, carried, or stored solely 
within said rocket motor or rocket and not dependent 
upon the outside environment for reaction mass. 

( 11) "Rocket vehicle" shall mean the same as rocket. 
(12) "Skyrocket or rockets with sticks" shall mean 

commercially manufactured fireworks rockets not in­
tended for reuse and which have been classified as Class 
B or Class C fireworks in accordance with U.S. Depart­
ment of Transportation regulations, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Title 49, Part 173. 

(13) "Solid propellant rocket motor" shall mean a 
rocket motor containing a fuel and an oxidizer in solid 
form and which derives its force or thrust from the 
combustion thereof. 

( 14) "Steam rocket motor" shall mean a rocket motor 
which produces its force or thrust by means of steam 
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carried or stored within the rocket motor or rocket vehi­
cle or produced in the rocket motor or rocket vehicle by 
the heating of water therein. 

(15) "Thrust augmenter" shall mean a device for in­
creasing the force or motive power of a rocket motor by 
imparting a portion of the momentum of the rocket 
motor's exhaust jet to the surrounding environmental 
medium, and is considered to be a part of a rocket motor 
when and where used. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-010, filed 8/8/79; Section I, filed 8/6/63.] 

WAC 212-20-015 Application--Rocket Motors. 
This regulation shall apply to the design, construction, 
limitation of propellant mass and power, and reliability 
of all rocket motors, other than fireworks rockets, pro­
duced commercially for sale to and/or use by the public 
for purposes of education, recreation and sporting com­
petition. [Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 
79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-015, filed 
8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-025 Application--Rocket vehicles. 
This regulation shall also apply to the design and con­
struction of rocket vehicles propelled by rocket motors. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 
(Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-025, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-035 Application--Rocket Launching. 
This regulation shall also apply to the conduct of launch 
operations of rocket vehicles. [Statutory Authority: 
RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 
212-20-035, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-045 Application--Exempt activities. 
This regulation shall not apply to the design, construc­
tion, production, manufacture, fabrication, maintenance, 
launching, flight, test, operation, use, or other activity in 
connection with a rocket or rocket motor when carried 
out or engaged in by: 

(1) The government of the United States of America; 
(2) Any state or local government; 
(3) Any individual, firm, partnership, joint venture, 

corporation, or other business entity engaged, as a li­
censed business, in research, development, production, 
test, maintenance, or supply of rockets, rocket motors, 
rocket propellant chemicals, or rocket components or 
parts; 

( 4) Any college or university. [Statutory Authority: 
RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 
212-20--045, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-055 Application--Exempt model air­
craft. This regulation shall not apply to the design, con­
struction, fabrication, production, manufacture, 
maintenance, launching, flight, test, operation, or use of 
rocket-propelled model aircraft which sustain their mass 
against the force of gravity by aerodynamic lifting sur­
faces that support the aircraft during the entire duration 
of their flight in the air or to the rocket motors which 
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provide the propulsion for such model aircraft. [Statu­
tory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Or­
der FM-79-1), § 212-20-055, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-065 Application--Exempt toy rock­
ets. This regulation shall not apply to model or toy 
rockets propelled by pressurized liquid rocket motors 
containing less than 250 milliliters (8.45 liquid ounces) 
of water. [Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 
79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-065, filed 
8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-075 Application--Exempt fireworks. 
This regulation shall not apply to skyrockets, rockets 
with sticks, and other fireworks rockets as defined else­
where in this regulation. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-075, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-085 Purpose--Availability. The pur­
pose of this regulation is to insure the wide and easy 
availability of commercial model rocket motors that 
meet standards of safety and reliability, thereby insuring 
that the creative and experimental urges of the public 
regarding rocket devices has reasonably safe outlets. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 
(Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-085, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-090 Purpose--Prohibited rockets. 
The purpose of this code shall also be to prohibit the 
making and launching of homemade rockets and other 
rocketlike vehicles propelled or intended to be propelled 
by homemade rocket propulsion devices. [Statutory Au­
thority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-
79-1), § 212-20-090, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-095 Purpose--Prohibited propellants. 
The purpose of this regulation shall also be to prohibit 
experiments with explosive or highly energetic rocket 
propellants, construction of homemade rocket propulsion 
motors,and attempted launchings or operations of these 
homemade rocket devices, thereby minimizing tragic 
deaths and injuries. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-095, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-100 Rocket construction and opera­
tion. A rocket shall at all times comply with the re­
quirements of construction and operation as set forth in 
Section 307, 72 Statute 749, 49 U.S. Code 1348, "Air­
space Control and Facilities"; Federal Aviation Act of 
1958 covering Federal Aviation Regulations, Part 101, 
Subpart A, pp. 101.1, (a)(3)(ii)(a) through (d), or later 
revisions or amendments thereto. [Statutory Authority: 
RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 
212-20-100, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-200 Solid propellant rocket motors-­
General. A solid propellant rocket motor shall be a de­
vice produced by a commercial manufacturer and shall 
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have all of the propellant preloaded into the motor cas­
ing in such a manner that they cannot be removed with­
out destroying the motor. Delay trains and ejection 
charges may be included as an integral part of the motor 
or may be preloaded and packaged separately if (1) the 
auxiliary package is a single preassembled unit contain­
ing all of the remaining combustible material, and (2) 
the auxiliary package is so designed that an individual 
would have no difficulty handling and using it safely. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 
(Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-200, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-205 Solid propellant rocket motors-­
Casing material. A solid propellant rocket motor casing 
shall be made of nonmetallic material of low thermal 
conductivity such that the temperature of the external 
surface of the motor casing cannot exceed 150 degrees 
C. (302 degrees f.) during or after operation. [Statutory 
Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order 
FM-79-1), § 212-20-205, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-210 Solid propellant rocket motors-­
Casing design. A solid propellant motor casing shall be 
so designed and constructed that it will not fragment if 
it should rupture. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-210, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-215 Solid propellant rocket motors-­
Incapable of spontaneous ignition. A solid propellant 
rocket motor shall be so designed and constructed as to 
be incapable of spontaneous ignition in air, in water, as a 
result of physical shocks, jarring, impacts, or motion un­
der conditions that would reasonably be expected to oc­
cur during shipment, storage, and use, or when subjected 
to a temperature of 80 degrees C. (176 degrees F.) or 
less. [Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-
09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-215, filed 
8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-220 Solid propellant rocket motors'-­
Propellant. A solid propellant rocket motor shall contain 
not more than 62.5 grams (2.2 ounces) of propellant 
materials and shall produce less than 80 Newton-sec­
onds (17.92 pound-seconds) of total impulse with a 
thrust duration of not less than 50 milliseconds (0.050 
seconds). [Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 
79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-220, filed 
8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-225 Solid propellant rocket motors-­
Manufacturer sampling. A manufacturer of solid propel, 
!ant rocket motors shall subject a random sample of one 
percent of each motor production lot to a static test 
which shall measure and record-the rocket motor thrust, 
duration, thrust-time profile, delay time, and action of 
the ejection charge if included. Solid propellant rocket 
motor lots shall be corrected or destroyed by the manu­
facturer under any of the following conditions: 
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( 1) The total impulse of any test item departs more 
than twenty percent from the established mean total im­
pulse value of the rocket motor type; 

(2) The time delay of any test item departs more than 
twenty percent from the established mean time delay 
value of the rocket motor type, but in no case shall this 
variation exceed three seconds; 

(3) The ejection charge, if any, of any test item does 
not function properly; 

( 4) If any test item malfunctions in any other manner 
that effects the safety of its shipment, storage, handling, 
or use. Static tests shall be conducted with the test items 
at ambient temperature. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-225, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-230 Solid propellant rocket motors-­
Manufacturer dating. A solid propellant rocket motor 
type whose performance deviates from the sample test 
criteria and performance limits detailed above within 
one year from the date of manufacture shall be with­
drawn from commercial sale and redesigned to provide 
reliable operation when ignited within a period of one 
year from the date of manufacture. All solid propellant 
rocket motors shall have imprinted upon the exterior 
surface of their motor casing the date of manufacture or 
equivalent coding. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-230, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-235 Solid propellant rocket motors-­
Safe shipment. A solid propellant rocket motor shall be 
shipped and stored with no ignition element installed 
that can be activated by an open flame at a temperature 
of less than 150 degrees C. (302 degrees F.), or by inci­
dent radio frequency radiation normally encountered in 
shipping, storage, handling, or use. [Statutory Authority: 
RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 
212-20-235, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-240 Solid propellant rocket motors-­
Flame ignition prohibited. No manufacturer, distributor, 
or other person shall sell, expose for sale, or otherwise 
make available to the public any type of rocket motor 
ignition device that is intended to be initiated by a 
hand-held flame. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-240, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-245 Solid propellant rocket motors-­
Instructions. A solid propellant rocket motor shall be 
shipped and sold with complete instructions for its stor­
age, handling, and use. These instructions shall contain a 
warning to read and follow all instructions carefully and 
to use the rocket motor only in accordance with instruc­
tions. In addition, the instructions shall contain the fol­
lowing information: 

(1) How to safely ignite the rocket motor by electrical 
means; 
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(2) Performance data on the rocket motor type to in­
clude propellant weight, total impulse, average thrust, 
time delay, and representative thrust-time curve; 

(3) Any special first aid data or action to be taken in 
the event of burns or oral ingestion of the propellant; 

( 4) Proper and safe disposal of the rocket motor if it 
has become too old, been subjected to conditions that 
may impair its performance or, in the opinion of the 
user, may have become unsafe; 

(5) Any special action that must be taken to fight any 
fire in which stored rocket motors may be involved. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 
(Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-245, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-250 Solid propellant rocket motors-­
Sealing. A solid propellant rocket motor containing more 
than 25 grams (0.88 ounces) of propellant material shall 
be sealed at the factory with a nonflammable, nonme­
tallic seal over the. nozzle end and over the forward end. 
The seals shall be readily removable by the user unless 
the motor is designed to function with the seals in place. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 
(Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-250, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212.,..20-305 Cold propellant rocket motors-­
Sold assembled. A cold propellant rocket motor shall be 
sold as a completely prefabricated assembled device 
ready for attachment to a rocket vehicle and ready for 
the user to fill with cold propellant material. [Statutory 
Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order 
FM-79-1), § 212-20-305, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-310 Cold propellant rocket motors-­
Propellant. A cold propellant rocket motor shall use 
dichlorodifluoromethane (Fluorocarbon - 12) as a pro­
pellant. This cold propellant material shall be shipped, 
stored, sold and made available separately from the 
rocket motor and shall be transferred to the rocket mo­
tor only after the rocket motor and rocket vehicle to be 
propelled by the motor is on a launching device and/or 
otherwise ready for operation. [Statutory Authority: 
RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 
212-20-310, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-315 Cold propellant rocket motors-­
Working pressures. A cold propellant rocket motor shall 
be designed for a working internal pressure not greater 
than 7 atmospheres gauge ( 103 psig or 7 .231 kilograms 
per square centimeter) and shall be equipped with a 
nonadjustable, nonremovable safety valve or pressure re­
lease means that will operate when the internal pressure 
exceeds 10 atmospheres gauge (147 psig or 10.33 kilo­
grams per square centimeter). The cold propellant 
rocket motor casing shall be so designed and constructed 
that it possesses a minimum burst pressure of 20 atmos­
pheres gauge (294 psig or 20.66 kilograms per square 
centimeter). [Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-315, filed 8/8/79.] 
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WAC 212-20-320 Cold propellant rocket motors-­
Construction materials. Materials used in the construc­
tion of a cold propellant rocket motor shall not be ad­
versely effected by the cold propellant material; 
aluminum alloy may be used for major structural com­
ponents of a cold propellant rocket motor in order to 
satisfy this requirement. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-320, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-405 Pressurized liquid rocket mo­
tors--Sold assembled. A pressurized liquid rocket motor 
shall be sold as a completely prefabricated, assembled 
device ready for the user to fill, pressurize, and use. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 
(Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-405, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212.-20-410 Pressurized liquid rocket mo­
tors--Nontoxic propellant. A pressurized liquid rocket 
motor shall use water in the liquid state or other non­
toxic liquid as a propellant or reaction mass. [Statutory 
Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order 
FM-79-1), § 212-20-410, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-415 Pressurized liquid rocket mo­
tors--W or king pressures. A pressurized liquid rocket 
motor shall be designed for an internal working pressure 
not greater than 7 atmospheres gauge (103 psig or 7.231 
kilograms per square centimeter) and shall be equipped 
with a nonadjustable, nonrempvable safety valve or 
pressure release means that will operate when the inter­
nal pressure exceeds 10 atmospheres gauge (147 psig or 
10.33 kilograms per square centimeter). The pressurized 
liquid rocket motor casing shall be designed and con­
structed to possess a minimum burst pressure of 20 at­
mospheres gauge (294 psig or 20.66 kilograms per 
square centimeter). [Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-415, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-420 Pressurized liquid rocket mo­
tors--Shipped empty. A pressurized liquid rocket motor 
shall be shipped and stored with no propellant material 
inside it and vented to atmospheric pressure. [Statutory 
Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order 
FM-79-1), § 212-20-420, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-425 Pressurized liquid rocket mo­
tors--Pressurizing. The pressure used by a pressurized 
liquid rocket motor shall be either generated or pro­
duced by a pressure source such as a pump outside the 
rocket motor or generated by the noncombustible chem­
ical reaction of chemicals within the rocket motor or 
rocket vehicle. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-425, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-430 Pressurized liquid rocket mo­
tors--Construction materials. Materials used in the con­
struction or fabrication of a pressurized liquid rocket 
motor shall be nonmetallic. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
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70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-430, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-500 Nationally recognized testing 
labs, associations. Model rocket motor types offered for 
sale, sold, used, or made available to the public shall be 
examined and tested by a nationally recognized testing 
laboratory or an organization such as the National As­
sociation of Rocketry or its successor organization affili­
ated with the National Aeronautic Association (the 
national aeronautical club of the United States of 
America having jurisdiction over the sporting and com­
petitive aspects of model rocketry as the United States 
representative to the Federation Aeronautique Interna­
tionale). Only those rocket motor types tested and certi­
fied by the testing laboratory or association as meeting 
the requirements of this regulation shall be sold, offered 
for sale, exposed for sale, or otherwise made available to 
the public. [Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 
79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-500, filed 
8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-600 Use of rocket motors for spec­
tacular display. The use of rocket motors for the primary 
purpose of producing a spectacular display of color, 
light, sound or any combination thereof is prohibited. 
This shall not prohibit the public demonstration of 
model rockets done in accordance with the provisions of 
this regulation, the launch site dimensions and provisions 
of the National Fire Protection Association's Code 
1122L, and the Model Rocket Safety Code of the Na~ 
tional Association of Rocketry-Hobby Industry Associa­
tion of America. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-600, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-605 Use of rocket or rocket motor as 
a weapon. The use of a rocket or rocket motor as a 
weapon against a target is prohibited. [Statutory Au­
thority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-
79-1), § 212-20-605, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-610 Use of rocket motor contrary to 
Federal Aviation Agency regulations. The use of a rocket 
motor contrary to the instructions for its use and con­
trary to the provisions of Federal Air Regulations Part 
101.1 (a)(3)(ii) is prohibited. [Statutory Authority: 
RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 
212-20-610, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-615 Tampering with rocket motor. 
Tampering with any rocket motor in any manner or de­
gree which is contrary to the purpose for which said 
rocket motor is designed and intended to be used is pro­
hibited. [Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 
79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-615, filed 
8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-620 Sale of noncomplying rocket mo­
tors. The sale, offering for sale, exposing for sale or 
otherwise making available to the public any rocket mo­
tor that does not comply with the requirements of this 
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regulation and has not been tested and so certified is 
prohibited. [Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 
79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-620, filed 
8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-625 Operation of rockets contrary to 
Federal Aviation Agency Regulations. The operation, 
discharge or activation of a rocket contrary to the provi­
sions of federal air regulations is prohibited. [Statutory 
Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order 
FM-79-1), § 212-20-625, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-630 Use of noncomplying rockets. 
The manufacture, production, fabrication, making, oper­
ation, maintenance, launch, flight, test, activation, dis­
charge or other experimentation with rockets or rocket 
motors, including but not limited to hybrid rocket mo­
tors, liquid propellant rocket motors, steam rocket mo­
tors, rocket propellant chemicals for solid, liquid, and 
hybrid rocket motors including monopropellants, not in 
compliance with this regulation, is prohibited. [Statutory 
Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order 
FM-79-1), § 212-20-630, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-635 Sale or use of hand-held igniters. 
The sale, offering for sale, exposing for sale, making, or 
using of fuse, wick, or other ignition devices intended to 
be activated by a hand-held flame for the purpose of 
starting or igniting a rocket motor is prohibited. [Statu­
tory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Or­
der FM-79-1), § 212-20-635, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-640 False certification. Affixing to a 
rocket motor a statement of compliance with this regu­
lation or a statement of certification by a nationally-:­
recognized testing laboratory or association, or writing 
in advertising or on the package that certification has 
been obtained, when such certification has not been ob­
tained, has been withdrawn, or has been denied, is pro­
hibited. [Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 
79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-640, filed 
8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-645 Reloading solid propellant rocket 
motor. Reloading any solid propellant rocket motor with 
any material, once said motor has been operated, is pro­
hibited. [Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 
79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-645, filed 
8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-650 Refilling cold propellant rocket 
motor. Reloading or refilling any cold propellant rocket 
motor with any material not specifically recommended 
or made available by the manufacturer is prohibited. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 
(Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-650, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-655 Refilling pressurized liquid rocket 
motor. Reloading, refilling or pressurizing any pressur­
ized liquid rocket motor with any material or by any 
means not specifically provided or recommended by the 
manufacturer is prohibited. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
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70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-655, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-660 Permits. The storage of more 
than 100 kilograms (220 pounds) of solid propellant 
model rocket motors and/ or the launching of any rocket 
shall be subject to the permit requirements, if any, of the 
local authority having jurisdiction. [Statutory Authority: 
RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 
212-20-660, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-665 Penalty. Violation of any provi­
sion of this regulation shall be deemed a misdemeanor, 
and upon conviction, shall be punishable as such. [Stat­
utory Authority: RCW 70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 
(Order FM-79-1), § 212-20-665, filed 8/8/79.] 

WAC 212-20-990 Appendix--Supplementary infor­
mation. (This appendix is not a part of the regulation 
but is included for information purposes only.) 

(1) Excerpt from Section 307, 72 Statute 749, 491 
United States Code 1348, "Airspace Control and Facili­
ties;" Federal Aviation Act of 1958 covering Federal Air 
Regulations, Part 101, Subpart A, Part 101.1 (a)(3)(iii): 

"The Part prescribes rules governing the operation in 
the United States of the following: .. . 

(3) Any unmanned rocket except .. . 
(ii) Model rockets 
(a) Using not more than four ounces of propellant; 
(b) Using a slow-burning propellant; 
(c) Made of paper, wood or breakable plastic, con­

taining no substantial metal parts, and weighing not 
more than sixteen ounces, including the propellant; and 

(d) Operated in a manner that does not create a haz-
ard to persons, property or other aircraft." 

NOTE: By waiver letter dated December 27, 1968, the 
Federal Aviation Agency exempted cold pro­
pellant model rockets from the nonmetallic 
provisions of FAR 101(a)(3)(ii)(c) above. 

(2) Model Rocketry Safety Code of the National As­
sociation of Rocketry-Hobby Industry Association of 
America. 

Solid Propellant. 

1. Construction - My model rockets will be made of 
lightweight materials such as paper, wood, plastic, and 
rubber without any metal as structural parts. 

2. Engines - I will use only preloaded factory-made 
model rocket engines in the manner recommended by 
the manufacturer. 

3. Recovery - I will always use a recovery system in 
my model rockets that will return them safely to the 
ground so that they may be flown again. 

4. Weight Limits - My model rockets will weigh no 
more than 453 grams (16 ounces) at .lift-off, and the 
engines will contain no more than 113 grams (4 ounces) 
of propellant. 

5. Stability - I will check the stability of my model 
rockets before their first flight, except when launching 
models of already proven stability. 
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6. Launching System - The system I use to launch my 
model rockets must be remotely controlled and electri­
cally operated, and will contain a switch that will return 
to "off" when released. I will remain at least 15 feet 
away from any rocket that is being launched. 

7. Launch Safety - I will not let anyone approach a 
model rocket on a launcher until I have made sure either 
the safety interlock key has been removed or the battery 
has been disconnected from my launcher. 

8. Flying Conditions - I will not launch my model 
rockets in high winds, near buildings, power lines, tall 
trees, low -flying aircraft, or under any conditions that 
might be dangerous to people or property. 

9. Launch Area - My model rockets will always be 
launched from a cleared area, free of any easy-to-burn 
materials, and I will use only nonflammable recovery 
wadding in my rockets. 

10. Jet Deflector - My launcher will have a jet de­
flector device to prevent the engine exhaust from hitting 
the ground directly. 

11. Launch Rod - To prevent accidental eye injury, I 
will always place the launcher so the end of the rod is 
above eye level, or cap the end of the rod with my hand 
when approaching it. I will never place my head or body 
over the launching rod. When my launcher is not in use, 
I will always store it so that the launch rod is not in an 
upright position. 

12. Power Lines - I will never attempt to recover my 
model rocket from a power line or other dangerous 
place. 

13. Launch Targets and Angle - I will not launch 
rockets so their flight path will carry them against tar­
gets on the ground, and will never use any explosive 
warhead nor a payload that is intended to be flammable. 
My launching device will always be pointed within 30 
degrees of vertical. 

14. Prelaunch Test - When conducting research ac­
tivities with unproven designs or methods, I will, when 
possible, determine their reliability through prelaunch 
tests. I will conduct launchings of unproven designs in 
complete isolation. 

Cold Propellant. 

1. Engines - I will use only factory-made model 
rocket engines in the manner recommended by the man­
ufacturer. I will reload rocket engines only with the pro­
pellant recommended by the manufacturer. 

2. Recovery - I will always use a recovery system in 
my model rockets that will safely return them so they 
may be used again. I will conduct preflight tests to as­
sure the recovery system functions properly before 
launching the rocket. 

3. Weight Limits - My model rockets will weight no 
more than 453 grams (16 ounces) at lift-off. 

4. Stability - I will check the stability of my model 
rockets before their first flight except when launching 
models of proven design. 

5. Flying Conditions - I will not launch my model 
rockets in high winds, near buildings, power lines, tall 
trees, low-flying aircraft, or under any conditions that 
might be dangerous to people or property. I will never 
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attempt to recover a model rocket from a power line or 
other dangerous place. 

6. Launch Rod - To prevent accidental eye injury, I 
will always place the launcher so the end of the rod is 
above eye level, or cap the end of the rod with my hand 
when approaching it. I will never place my head or body 
over the launching rod. When my launcher is not in use, 
I will always store it so that the launch rod is not in an 
upright position. 

7. Launch Targets and Angle - I will not launch 
rockets so their flight path will carry them against tar­
gets on the ground, and will never use an explosive war­
head nor a payload that is intended to be flammable. 
My launching device will always be pointed within 30 
degrees of vertical. 

8. Loaded Rockets - I will never store or leave a 
loaded rocket untended. I will always keep a loaded 
rocket on a launcher or firmly restrained. I will never 
point a loaded rocket or its rocket nozzle at anyone, nor 
allow anyone to be in the flight path of a rocket during 
flight preparations. 

9. Construction - I will never use metal nose cones or 
metal fins. 

NOTE: This NAR-HIAA Model Rocket Safety Code 
is included as an Appendix to provide the local 
authority having jurisdiction with guidelines as 
to nationally accepted safety practices so that 
the public may be advised concerning them if 
desired. Copies of this NAR-HIAA Safety 
Code are voluntarily included in every model 
rocket kit by the model rocket manufacturer 
members of the HIAA. 

(3) Suggested Launch Site Dimensions and 
Provisions. 

NOTE: These launching site dimensions and provisions 
are included as an Appendix to provide the lo­
cal authority having jurisdiction and the inter­
ested public with a guideline concerning 
recommended, but not required, conditions for 
flying model rockets of the type permitted by 
this regulation. 

Launch Site Dimensions 

Type Total Max. Max. Minimum 
Motor Impulse Recom- Recom- Site 

{N-sec) mended mended Dimensions 
Model Weight Time Delay {feet) 

{ounces) {seconds)• 

1/4A & 1/2A 0--1.25 3 2 50 
A 1.26-2.50 4 3 100 
B 2.56-5.00 6 2 200 
C 5.01-10 6 3 400 
D 10.01-20 13 3 500 
E 20.01-40 16 4 1000 
F 40.01-80 16 4 1000 

*Maximum time delay for maximum model weight shown. Add one 
second of time delay for each ounce less than the maximum recom­
mended model weight shown. 

Launch Times: Models should be launched only dur­
ing hours of daylight. 
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Recovery Wadding: The recovery device protective 
material (wadding) ejected from the model during the 
flight sequence when the recovery device is deployed, 
should be of a flame-resistant material. 

Launch Site Conditions: The area for a radius of five 
feet around the launching device should be clear of dry 
grass or other flammable substances. It is recommended 
that the launch device be set atop a flame-resistant tar­
paulin or canvas sheet if the launch area is grass cov­
ered. The launch site should not be located in a grain 
field or forested land. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
70.77.250(3)(a). 79-09-012 (Order FM-79-1), § 212-
20-990, filed 8/8/79.] 

Chapter 212-28 WAC 
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WAC 212-28-001 Purpose. The purpose of this 
regulation is to establish minimum fire and life safety 
standards necessary for obtaining fire marshal approval 
for facilities licensed as hospitals by the department of 
social and health services. [Order FM-77--4, § 212-28-
001, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-28-010 Definitions. The following defi­
nitions shall apply to this regulation: 

(1) "Hospital 11
, an institution, place, building or 

agency which provides accommodations, facilities and 
services over a continuous period of twenty-four hours 
or more for observation, diagnosis or care, of two or 
more individuals not related to the operator, who are 
suffering from illness, injury, deformity, or abnormality, 
or from any other condition for which obstetrical, medi­
cal or surgical services would be appropriate for care or 
diagnosis. 11 Hospital II as used in this regulation does not 
include hotels, or similar places furnishing only food and 
lodging, or simply domiciliary care; nor does it include 
clinics, or physicians' offices where patients are not reg­
ularly kept as bed patients for twenty-four hours or 
more; nor does it include nursing homes, maternity 
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homes, psychiatric hospitals, nor any other hospital or 
institution specifically intended for use for the diagnosis 
and care of those sufferin~ from mental illness, mental 
retardation, convulsive disorders, or other abnormal 
mental condition. 

(2) "Licensing agency", the Washington state depart­
ment of social and health services. 

(3) "Building official", the person or agency ap­
pointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Building Code, adopted by reference by the 
State Building Code Act. 

( 4) "Fire official", the person or agency appointed by 
the governing body of each city, town or county for the 
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Fire 
·code, adopted by reference by the State Building Code 
Act. 

( 5) "Fire chief", the chief of the fire department pro­
viding fire protection services to the hospital. 

(6) "State Building Code Act", chapter 19.27 RCW, 
effective January 1, 1975, which establishes state-wide 
bµilding and fire prevention codes and mandates en­
forcement by each city, town and county. [Order FM-
77-4, § 212-28-010, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-28-015 Applicability. This regulation ap­
plies to all facilities licensed or contemplating licensing 
as hospitals by the department of social and health ser­
vices. [Order FM-77-4, § 212-28-015, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-28-020 Compliance. All facilities li­
censed as hospitals shall comply with the provisions of 
this regulation. [Order FM-77-4, § 212-28-020, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-28-025 Inspection. The licensing agency, 
upon receipt of an application for a license or at least 
thirty days before the expiration date of an existing li­
cense, shall submit to the state fire marshal in writing, a 
request for inspection. The state fire marshal or his 
authorized representative shall make an inspection of the 
facility, and if it is found that the facility does not com­
ply with the standards contained in this regulation, a 
written report shall be made to the facility listing the vi­
olations found, corrective actions necessary and time al­
lowed for correction. As soon as practicable after the 
expiration date of the time allowed to effect the correc­
tive measures, a reinspection shall be made to determine 
compliance. [Order FM-77-4, § 212-28-025, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-28-030 Approval. Upon the completion 
of the inspection, if the facility is in reasonable compli­
ance with the applicable standards, a notice of approval 
for licensing shall be forwarded to the licensing agency. 
[Order FM-77-4, § 212-28-030, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-28-035 Right of appeal. A facility ag­
grieved by the corrective orders of the state fire marshal 
or his authorized representative may appeal to the state 
fire marshal within five days of the order. If the state 

[Title 212 W AC-p 38] 

fire marshal confirms the order, it shall remain in force. 
[Order FM-77-4, § 212-28-035, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-28-040 Local requirements. All hospitals 
shall comply with the applicable portions of the Uniform 
Building Code and the Uniform Fire Code, as adminis­
tered by the local building official and fire official. [Or­
der FM-77-4, § 212-28-040, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-28-045 Standards. The following stand­
ards shall be applicable to all hospitals built or licensed 
after the effective date of this regulation. Hospitals li­
censed prior to the effective date of this regulation shall 
be subject to the construction requirements in effect at 
the time of licensing, provided continued use does not 
compromise patient safety, and the use and maintenance 
standards of this regulation. [Order FM-77-4, § 212-
28-045, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-28-050 Construction requirements. New 
construction or major remodeling shall comply with the 
Group I, Division 1 requirements of the 1976 Uniform 
Building Code. [Order FM-77-4, § 212-28-050, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-28-055 Modernization or renovation. No 
construction in either modernization or renovation pro­
jects shall diminish the fire safety features of the facility 
below the level of new construction, as required else­
where in this regulation. Alterations or installations of 
new building services equipment shall be accomplished 
as near as possible in conformance with the requirements 
for new construction. [Order FM-77-4, § 212-28-055, 
filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-28-060 Additions. Any addition shall be 
separated from any existing nonconforming structure by 
a noncombustible or limited-combustible fire partition 
having at least a two hour fire resistance rating. Com­
munications in dividing fire partitions shall occur only in 
corridors and shall be protected by approved self-closing 
doors. [Order FM-77-4, § 212-28-060, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-28-065 Mixed occupancies. Sections of 
hospitals not providing customary services such as hous­
ing or treatment may be classified as other occupancies, 
if adequately separated by construction having a fire re­
sistance rating of at least two hours and not interfering 
with the required means of egress from the hospital. 
[Order FM-77-4, § 212-28-065, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-28-070 Design, operation. All hospitals 
shall be so designed, constructed, maintained and oper­
ated as to minimize the possibility of a fire emergency 
requiring the evacuation of patients. The protection of 
patients from fire shall be provided by appropriate ar­
rangement of facilities, adequate staffing and careful 
development of operating and maintenance procedures 
composed of the following: ( 1) Proper design, construc­
tion and compartmentation; (2) provision for detection, 
alarm and extinguishment; and (3) fire prevention and 
the planning, training and drilling in programs for the 
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isolation of fire, transfer of patients to areas of refuge or 
evacuation of the building. [Order FM-77-4, § 212-28-
070, filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-28-075 Compartmentation. Every story 
used by inpatients for sleeping or treatment or any story 
having an occupant load of fifty or more persons, shall 
be divided into at least two compartments by smoke 
partitions having a fire resistance of at least one hour. 
No compartment shall contain more than 22,500 square 
feet or be over 150 feet in length or width. EXCEP­
TION: Protection may be accomplished in conjunction 
with the provision of horizontal exits. [Order FM-77-4, 
§ 212-28-075, filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-28-080 Smoke detection. An approved, 
automatic smoke detection system shall be installed in 
all corridors. Detectors_ shall not be spaced further than 
thirty feet apart or more than fifteen feet from any wall, 
and shall be electrically interconnected with the fire 
alarm system. EXCEPTION: Where each patient sleep­
ing room is protected by such an approved detection 
system and a local detector is provided at the smoke 
partition and horizontal exits, such corridor systems will 
not be required on the patient sleeping room floors. [Or­
der FM-77-4, § 212-28-080, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-28-085 Fire alarm. Every hospital shall 
have an approved electrically supervised manual fire 
alarm system. Operation of any fire alarm activating 
device shall automatically, without delay, accomplish 
general alarm indication and sound an audible alarm in 
the affected fire zone. Coded systems shall be permitted. 
The fire alarm system shall be so arranged to transmit 
an alarm automatically to the fire department legally 
committed to serve the area in which the hospital is lo­
cated, by the most direct and reliable method, approved 
by the fire chief. [Order FM-77-4, § 212-28-085, filed 
12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-28-090 Sprinkler protection. Complete, 
approved automatic fire extinguishing protection shall be 
provided throughout aH hospitals. The main sprinkler 
control valve(s) shall be electrically supervised and the 
system electrically interconnected with the fire alarm 
system. The fire department connection shall be located 
as directed by the fire chief. EXCEPTION: In hospitals 
of fire resistive construction the automatic fire extin­
guishing system may be omitted from operating rooms, 
X-ray rooms, delivery rooms, cardiac and intensive care 
rooms and patient sleeping rooms not exceeding six hun­
dred square feet in area when each such room is pro­
vided with smoke detectors, electrically interconnected 
with the fire alarm system. [Order FM-77-4, § 212-28-
090, filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-28-095 Fire and evacuation plan. The 
administration of every hospital. shall have in effect and 
available to all supervisory personnel written copies of a 
plan for the protection of all persons in the event of fire 
and for their evacuation to areas of refuge and from the 
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building when necessary. All employees shall be in­
structed and kept informed respecting their duties under 
the plan. [Order FM-77-4, § 212-28-095, filed 
12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-28-100 Fire drills. At least twelve fire 
drills shall be held every year. Drills shall be conducted 
quarterly on each shift to familiarize personnel with sig­
nals and emergency action required under varied condi­
tions. When drills are conducted between 9:00 p.m. and 
6:00 a.m., a coded announcement may be used instead of 
audible alarms. Fire drills shall include the transmission 
of a fire alarm signal and simulation of emergency fire 
conditions except that the movement of infirm or bed­
ridden patients to safe areas is not required. [Order 
FM-77-4, § 212-28-100, filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-28-105 Equipment maintenance. Every 
required automatic sprinkler system, fire detection and 
alarm system, exit lighting, fire door and other item of 
equipment required by this regulation or the applicable 
building and/or fire code shall be continuously main­
tained in proper operating condition. Equipment shall be 
tested or operated in accordance with manufacturers' 
recommendations and/or at sufficient intervals to assure 
reliability. Records of all tests and inspections shall be 
maintained for review. Tests and inspections shall be 
under the supervision of a responsible person. [Order 
FM-77-4, § 212-28-105, filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-28-H0 Separability. If any provision of 
this regulation or its application to any person is held 
invalid, the remainder of the regulation or the applica­
tion of the provision to other persons or circumstances is 
not affected. [Order FM-77-4, § 212-28-110, filed 
12/8/77.] 
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WAC 212-32-001 Purpose. The purpose of this 
regulation is to adopt recognized standards for the pro­
tection of life against the cause and spread of fire and 
fire hazards pursuant to RCW 18.51.140, with respect 
to all facilities to be licensed as nursing homes. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-32-001, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-005 Definitions. The following defi­
nitions shall apply to this regulation: 

(1) "Nursing home", means any home, place or insti­
tution which operates or maintains facilities providing 
convalescent or chronic care, or both, for a period in ex­
cess of twenty-four consecutive hours for three or more 
patients not related by blood or marriage to the opera­
tor, who by reason of illness or infirmity, are unable 
properly to care for themselves, or as further defined or 
limited by RCW 18.51.010. 

(2) "Ambulatory", physically and mentally capable of 
walking a normal path to safety, including the ascent 
and descent of stairs. 

(3) "Mobile nonambulatory", capable of taking ap­
propriate action for self-preservation under emergency 
conditions but not necessarily able to walk or traverse 
stairs. 

(4) "Nonambulatory", unable, because of physical 
and/or mental condition or restraint, to take appropriate 
action for self-preservation under emergency conditions. 

(5) "Licensing agency", the Washington state depart­
ment of social and health services. 

( 6) "Building official", the person or agency ap­
pointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Fire Code, adopted by reference by the State 
Building Code Act. 

(7) "Fire official", the person or agency appointed by 
the governing body of each city, town or county for the 
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Fire 
Code, adopted by reference by the State Building Code 
Act. 

(8) "Fire chief", the chief of the fire department pro­
viding fire protection services to the nursing home. 

(9) "State Building Code Act", chapter 19.27 RCW, 
effective January 1, 197 5, which establishes state-wide 
building and fire prevention codes and mandates en­
forcement by each city, town and county. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-32-005, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-010 Applicability. This regulation ap­
plies to all facilities licensed or subject to licensure as 
nursing homes by the department of social and health 
services. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-32-010, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-015 Compliance. All facilities li­
censed as nursing homes shall comply with the provi­
sions of this regulation. EXCEPTION: Facilities 
certified as meeting the fire and life safety requirements 
for skilled nursing facilities pursuant to Titles 18 and 19 
of the Social Security Act 42 U.S.C., shall be accepted 
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as meeting the fire and life safety standards of this reg­
ulation. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-32-015, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-020 Inspection. The licensing agency, 
upon receipt of an application for a license or at least 
thirty days before the expiration date of an existing li­
cense, shall submit to the state fire marshal in writing, a 
request for an inspection. The state fire marshal or his 
authorized representative shall make an inspection of the 
facility, and if it is found that the facility does not com­
ply with the standards contained in this regulation, a 
written report shall be made to the facility listing the vi­
olations found, corrective actions necessary and time al­
lowed for correction. As soon as practicable after the 
expiration date of the time allowed to effect the correc­
tive measures, a reinspection shall be made to determine 
compliance. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-32-020, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-025 Approval. Upon the completion 
of the inspection, if the facility is in reasonable compli­
ance with applicable standards, a notice of approval for 
licensing shall be forwarded to the licensing agency. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-32-025, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-030 Right of appeal. A facility ag­
grieved by the corrective orders of the state fire marshal 
or his authorized representative may appeal to the state 
fire marshal within five days of the order. If the state 
fire marshal confirms the order, it shall remain in force. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-32-030, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-035 Local requirements. All nursing 
homes shall comply with the applicable portions of the 
Uniform Building Code and the Uniform Fire Code, as 
administered by the local building official and fire offi­
cial. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-32-035, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-040 Standards. The following stand­
ards shall be applicable to all nursing homes built or li­
censed after the effective date of this regulation. 
Nursing homes licensed prior to the effective date of this 
regulation shall be subject to the construction require­
ments in effect at this time of licensing, provided con­
tinued use does not compromise patient safety, and the 
use and maintenance standards of this regulation. [Or­
der FM-77-3, § 212-32-040, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-045 Construction requirements. New 
construction or major remodeling shall comply with the 
Group I, Division 1 requirements of the 1976 Uniform 
Building Code, or to Group I, Division 2, if occupancy is 
limited to ambulatory patients. EXCEPTION: Single 
story nursing homes housing not more than fifteen am­
bulatory or mobile nonambulatory developmentally dis­
abled persons shall conform to the Lodging and 
Rooming House Section of the 1976 Life Safety Code, 
National Fire Protection Association publication #101, 
and the "R" (residential) Occupancy Section of the 
1976 Uniform Building Code. If any of the residents are 
other than ambulatory, the building shall also be 
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equipped with an automatic sprinkler system through­
out. If occupancy is limited to ambulatory persons, di­
rect means of egress to the outside, such as doors or 
emergency escape windows, shall be provided from each 
sleeping room, and an automatic fire detection system, 
including smoke detectors in each sleeping room and all 
public areas, may be substituted in lieu of sprinkler pro­
tection. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-32-045, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-050 Modernization or renovation. No 
construction in either modernization or renovation pro­
jects shall diminish the fire safety features of the facility 
below the level or new construction, as required else­
where in this regulation. Alterations or installations of 
new building services equipment shall be accomplished 
as near as possible in conformance with the requirements 
for new construction. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-32-050, 
filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-055 Additions. Any addition shall be 
separated from any existing nonconforming structure by 
a noncombustible or limited-combustible fire partition 
having at least a two hour fire resistance rating. Com­
munications in dividing fire partitions shall occur only in 
corridors and shall be protected by approved self-closing 
doors. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-32-055, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-060 Mixed occupancies. Sections of 
nursing homes not providing customary services such as 
housing or treatment may be classified an [as] other oc­
cupancies, if adequately separated by construction hav­
ing a fire resistance rating of at least two hours and not 
interfering with the required means of egress from the 
nursing home. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-32-060, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-065 Design, operation. All nursing 
homes shall be so designed, constructed, maintained and 
operated as to minimize the possibility of a fire emer­
gency requiring the evacuation of patients. The protec­
tion of patients from fire shall be provided by 
appropriate arrangement of facilities, adequate staffing 
and careful development of operating and maintenance 
procedures composed of the following: ( 1) Proper design, 
construction and compartmentation; (2) provision for 
detection, alarm and extinguishment; and (3) fire pre­
vention and the planning, training and drilling programs 
for the isolation of fire, transfer of patients to areas of 
refuge or evacuation of the building. [Order FM-77-3, 
§ 212-32-065, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-070 Compartmentation. Every story 
used by inpatients for sleeping or treatment or any story 
having an occupant load of fifty or more persons, shall 
be divided into at least two compartments by smoke 
partitions having a fire resistance of at least one hour. 
No one compartment shall contain more than twenty­
two thousand five hundred square feet or be over one 
hundred fifty feet in length or width. EXCEPTION: 
Protection may be accomplished in conjunction with the 
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provision of horizontal exits. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
32-070, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-075 Smoke detection. An approved, 
automatic smoke detection system shall be installed in 
all corridors. Detectors shall not be spaced further than 
thirty feet apart or more than fifteen feet from any wall, 
and shall be electrically interconnected with the fire 
alarm system. EXCEPTION: Where each patient sleep­
ing room is protected by such an approved detection 
system and a local detector is provided at the smoke 
partition amd horizontal exits, such corridor systems will 
not be required on the patient sleeping room floors. [Or­
der FM-77-3, § 212-32-075, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-080 Fire alarm. Every nursing home 
shall have an approved electrically supervised manual 
fire alarm system. Operation of any fire alarm activating 
device shall automatically, without delay, accomplish 
general alarm indication and sound an audible alarm in 
the affected fire zone. Coded systems shall be permitted. 
The fire alarm system shall be arranged to transmit an 
alarm automatically to the fire department legally com­
mitted to serve the area in which the nursing home is 
located, by the most direct and reliable method, ap­
proved by the fire chief. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-32-
080, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-085 Sprinkler protection. Complete, 
approved automatic fire extinguishing protection shall be 
provided throughout all nursing homes. The main sprin­
kler control valve(s) shall be electrically supervised and 
the system electrically interconnected with the fire alarm 
system. The fire department connection shall be located 
as directed by the fire chief. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
32-085, filed 12/8 /77 .] 

WAC 212-32-090 Fire and evacuation plan. The 
administration of every nursing home shall have in effect 
and available to all supervisory personnel written copies 
of a plan for the protection of all persons in the event of 
fire and for their evacuation to areas of refuge and from 
the building when necessary. All employees shall be in­
structed and kept informed respecting their duties under 
the plan. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-32-090, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-095 Fire drills. At least twelve fire 
drills shall be held every year. Drills shall be conducted 
quarterly on each shift to familiarize personnel with sig­
nals and emergency action required under varied condi­
tions. When drills are conducted between 9:00 p.m. and 
6:00 a.m., a coded announcement may by used instead of 
audible alarms. Fire drills shall include the transmission 
of a fire alarm signal and simulation of emergency fire 
conditions, except that the movement of infirm or bed­
ridden patients to safe areas is not required. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-32-095, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-100 Equipment maintenance. Every 
required automatic sprinkler system, fire detection and 
alarm system, exit lighting, fire door and other item or 
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equipment required by this regulation or the applicable 
building and/or fire code shall be continuously main­
tained in proper operating condition. Equipment shall be 
tested or operated in accordance with manufacturers 
recommendations and/or at sufficient intervals to assure 
reliability. Records of all tests and inspections shall be 
maintained for review. Tests and inspections shall be 
under the supervision of a responsible person. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-32-100, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-32-105 Separability. If any provision of 
this regulation or its application to any person is held 
invalid, the remainder of the regulation or the applica­
tion of the provision to other persons or circumstances is 
not affected. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-32-105, filed 
12/8/77.] 

Chapter 212-36 WAC 

BOARDING HOMES, STANDARDS FOR FIRE 
PROTECTION 
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212-36-005 
212-36-010 
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212-36-020 
212-36-025 
212-36-030 
212-36-035 
212-36-040 
212-36-045 
212-36-050 
212-36-055 
212-36-060 
212-36-065 
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Separability. 

WAC 212-36-001 Purpose. The purpose of this 
regulation is to adopt recognized standards for the pro­
tection of life against the cause and spread of fire and 
fire hazards pursuant to RCW 18.20.130, with respect 
to all facilities to the licensed as boarding homes. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-36-001, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-005 Definitions. The following defi­
nitions shall apply to this regulation: 

(1) "Boarding home", means any home or other insti­
tution, however named, which is advertised, announced 
or maintained for the express or implied purpose of pro­
viding board and domiciliary care to three or more aged 
persons not related by blood or marriage to the operator. 
It shall not include any home, institution or section 
thereof which is otherwise licensed and regulated under 
the provisions of state law providing specifically for the 
licensing and regulation of such home, institution or 
section thereof. 
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(2) "Ambulatory", physically and mentally capable of 
walking a normal path to safety, including the ascent 
and descent of stairs. 

(3) "Aged person" means a person of the age sixty­
five years or more, or a person of less than sixty-five 
years who by reason of infirmity requires domiciliary 
care. 

(4) "Infirmity" means a disability which materially 
limits normal activity but does not cause an individual to 
need inpatient medical or nursing care of a type pro­
vided by institutions licensed under the provisions of 
chapters 18.46, 18.51, 70.41 or 71.12 RCW. An infir­
mity may be based on conditions including, but not lim­
ited to, physical handicap, mental illness, developmental 
disability, chemical addiction or habitual or mental con­
fusion, disability or disturl;>ance. 

( 5) "Licensing agency", the Washington state depart­
ment of social and health services. 

(6) "Building official", the person or agency ap­
pointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Building Code, adopted by reference by the 
State Building Code Act. 

(7) "Fire official", the person or agency appointed by 
the governing body of each city, town or county for the 
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Fire 
Code, adopted by reference by the State Building Code 
Act. 

(8) "Fire chief", the chief of the fire department pro­
viding fire protection services to the boarding home. 

(9) "State Building Code Act", chapter 19.27 RCW, 
effective January 1, 1975, which establishes state-wide 
building and fire prevention codes and mandates en­
forcement by each city, town and county. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-36-005, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-010 Applicability. This regulation ap­
plies to all facilities licensed or subject to licensure as 
boarding homes by the department of social and health 
services. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-36-010, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-015 Compliance. All facilities li­
censed as boarding homes shall comply with the provi­
sions of this regulation. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-36-
015, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-020 Inspection. The licensing agency, 
upon receipt of an application for a license or at least 
thirty days before the expiration date of an existing li­
cense, shall submit to the state fire marshal in writing, a 
request for an inspection. The state fire marshal or his 
authorized representative shall make an inspection of the 
facility, and if it is found that the facility does not com­
ply with the standards contained in this regulation, a 
written report shall be made to the facility listing the vi­
olations found, corrective actions necessary and time al­
lowed for correction. As soon as practicable after the 
expiration date of the time allowed to effect the correc­
tive measures, a reinspection shall be made to determine 
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compliance. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-36-020, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-025 Approval. Upon completion of 
the inspection, if the facility is in reasonable compliance 
with the applicable standards, a notice of approval for 
licensing shall be forwarded to the licensing agency. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-36-025, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-030 Right of appeal. A facility ag­
grieved by the corrective orders of the state fire marshal 
or his authorized representative may appeal to the state 
fire marshal within five days of the order. If the state 
fire marshal confirms the order, it shall remain in force. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-36-030, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-035 Local requirements. All boarding 
homes shall comply with the applicable portions of the 
Uniform Building Code and the Uniform Fire Code, as 
administered by the local building official and fire offi­
cial. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-36-035, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-040 Standards. The following stand­
ards shall be applicable to all boarding homes built or 
licensed after the effective date of this regulation. 
Boarding homes licensed prior to the effective date of 
this regulation shall be subject to the construction re­
quirements in effect at the time of licensing, provided 
continued use does not compromise resident safety, and 
the use and maintenance standards of this regulation. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-36-040, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-045 Construction requirements. New 
construction shall comply with the 1976 Uniform Build­
ing Code - Group R, Division 1, for basic construction 
and the Group I exit requirements of chapter 33, plus 
the additional standards as contained in this regulation. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-36-045, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-050 Modernization or renovation. No 
construction in either modernization or renovation pro­
jects shall diminish the fire safety features of the facility 
below the level of new construction, as required else­
where in this regulation. Alterations or installations of 
new building services equipment shall be accomplished 
as near as possible in conformance with the requirements 
for new construction. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-36-050, 
filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-055 Additions. Any addition shall be 
separated from any existing nonconforming structure by 
a noncombustible or limited-combustible fire partition. 
Communications in dividing fire partitions shall occur 
only in corridors and shall be protected by approved 
self-closing doors. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-36-055, 
filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-060 Mixed occupancies. Sections of 
boarding homes not providing customary services such as 
board or domiciliary care may be classified as other oc­
cupancies, if adequately separated by fire-resistive con­
struction and not interfering with the required means of 
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egress from the boarding home. [Order FM-77-3, § 
212-36-060, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-065 Design, operation. All boarding 
homes shall be so designed, constructed, maintained and 
operated as to minimize the possibility of a fire emer­
gency endangering the residents. The protection of resi­
dents from fire shall be provided by appropriate 
arrangement of facilities, adequate staffing and careful 
development of operating and maintenance procedures 
composed of the following: (1) Proper design, construc­
tion and separation; (2) provision for detection, alarm 
and evacuation; and (3) fire prevention and the plan­
ning, training and drilling in programs for the notifica­
tion of fire and the safe evacuation of residents from the 
building. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-36-065, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-070 Number of exits, separation. At 
least two exits, located remote from each other, shall be 
provided from each resident-occupied floor. Walls of 
corridors shall be of not less than one hour fire-resistive 
construction and the ceilings shall be not less than that 
required for a one hour fire-resistive floor or roof system 
in other than fully sprinklered buildings. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-36-070, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-075 Smoke detection. An approved, 
automatic smoke detection system shall be installed in 
all corridors and in each room used for sleeping pur­
poses. Corridor detectors shall not be spaced further 
than thirty feet apart or more than fifteen feet from any 
wall. The smoke detection system shall be electrically 
interconnected with the fire alarm system. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-36-075, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-080 Fire alarm. Every boarding home 
shall have an approved electrically supervised manual 
fire alarm system. Operation of any fire alarm activating 
device shall automatically, without delay, ·accomplish 
general alarm indication and sound an audible alarm 
throughout the building or affected portion thereof. The 
fire alarm system shall be so arranged to transmit an 
alarm automatically to the fire department legally com­
mitted to serve the area in which the boarding home is 
located, by the most direct and reliable method, ap­
proved by the fire chief. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-36-
080, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-085 Fire and evacuation plan. The 
administration of every boarding home shall have in ef­
fect and available to all supervisory personnel written 
copies of a plan for the protection of all persons in the 
event of fire and for their evacuation to areas of refuge 
and from the building when necessary. All employees 
shall be instructed and kept informed respecting their 
duties under the plan. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-36-085, 
filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-090 Fire drills. At least twelve fire 
drills shall be held every year. Drills shall be conducted 
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quarterly on each shift to familiarize personnel with sig­
nals and emergency action required under varied condi­
tions. When drills are conducted between 9:00 p.m. and 
6:00 a.m., a coded announcement may be used instead of 
audible alarms. Fire drills shall include the transmission 
of a fire alarm signal and simulation of emergency fire 
condition except that evacuation of residents is not re­
quired. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-36-090, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-095 Equipment maintenance. Every 
required automatic sprinkler system, fire detection and 
alarm system, exit lighting, fire door and other item of 
equipment required by this regulation or the applicable 
building and/or fire code shall be continuously main­
tained in proper operating condition. Equipment shall be 
tested or operated in accordance with manufacturer's 
recommendations and/ or at sufficient intervals to assure 
reliability. Records of all tests and inspections shall be 
maintained for review. Tests and inspections shall be 
under the supervision of a responsible person. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-36-095, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-36-100 Separability. If any provision of 
this regulation or tis [its] application to any person is 
held invalid, the remainder of the regulation or the ap­
plication of the provision to other persons or circum­
stances is not offered [affected]. [Order FM-77-3, § 
212-36-100, filed 12/8/77.] 

Chapter 212-40 WAC 
PRIVATE ESTABLISHMENTS, STANDARDS FOR 
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WAC 212-40-001 Purpose. The purpose of this 
regulation is to adopt recognized standards for the pro­
tection of life against the cause and spread of fire and 
fire hazards pursuant to RCW 71.12.485, with respect 
to all facilities to be licensed as private establishments. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-40-001, filed 12/8/77.] 
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WAC 212-40-005 Definitions. The following defi­
nitions shall apply to this regulation: 

(I) "Psychiatric hospital", an institution receiving 
and/or caring for any insane, alleged insane, mentally ill 
or other incompetent person requiring psychiatric 
treatment. 

(2) '' Alcoholism trea(ment facility", a facility oper­
ated primarily for the treatment of alcoholism, including 
alcoholism receiving and detoxification, alcoholism in­
tensive treatment, alcoholism rehabilitative services and 
alcoholism domiciliary service. 

( 3) "Alcohol detoxification services", are those ser­
vices required for the care and/or treatment of persons 
intoxicated or incapacitated by alcohol during the period 
in which the system is cleared of alcohol and the indi­
vidual recovers from the transitory effects of intoxica­
tion. These include screening of intoxicated persons; 
detoxification of intoxicated persons; counseling of alco­
holics regarding their illness to stimulate motivation to 
obtain further treatment and referral of detoxicated al­
coholics to other appropriate alcoholism treatment 
programs. 

( 4) "Alcoholism intensive inpatient treatment ser­
vices", are those services provided to the detoxified alco­
holic in a residential setting which include, as a 
minimum, limited medical evaluation and health super­
vision, alcoholism education, organized individual and 
group counseling, discharged referral to necessary sup­
portive services, and a client follow-through program 
after discharge. 

( 5) "Alcoholism recovery house services", is the pro­
vision of alcohol-free residential setting which provides 
social and recreational activities for detoxicated alcohol­
ics to aid their adjustment to normal patterns of living 
and their engagement in occupational training, gainful 
employment or other types of normal community 
activities. 

( 6) "Alcoholism long term treatment services", is long 
term (ninety days or more) provision of a residential 
care setting with personal care services for alcoholics 
with impaired self-maintenance capabilities who need 
personal guidance and assistance to maintain sobriety 
and optimum health status. 

(7) "Licensing agency", the Washington state depart­
ment of social and health services. 

(8) "Building official", the person or agency ap­
pointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Building Code, adopted by reference by the 
State Building Code Act. 

(9) "Fire official", the person or agency appointed by 
the governing body of each city, town 9r county for the 
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Fire 
Code, adopted by reference by the State Building Code 
Act. 

(I 0) "Fire chief", the chief of the fire department 
providing fire protection services to the psychiatric hos­
pital or alcoholism treatment facility. 

(I 1) "State Building Code Act", chapter 19.27 RCW, 
effective January 1, 197 5, which establishes state-wide 
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building and fire prevention codes and mandates en­
forcement by each city, town and county. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-40-005, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-40-010 Applicability. This regulation ap­
plies to all facilities licensed or subject to licensure as 
psychiatric hospitals or alcoholism treatment facilities by 
the department of social and health services. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-40-010, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-40-015 Compliance. All facilities li­
censed as psychiatric hospitals or alcoholism treatment 
facilities shall comply with the provisions of this regula­
tion. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-40-015, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-40-020 Inspection. The licensing agency, 
upon receipt of an application for a license or at least 
thirty days before the expiration date of an existing li­
cense, shall submit to the state fire marshal in writing, a 
request for an inspection. The state fire marshal or his 
authorized representative shall make an inspection of the 
facility, and if it is found that the facility does not com­
ply with the standards contained in this regulation, a 
written report shall be made to the facility listing the vi­
olations found, corrective actions necessary and time al­
lowed for correction. As soon as practicable after the 
expiration date of the time allowed to effect the correc­
tive measures, a reinspection shall be made to determine 
compliance. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-40-020, filed 
12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-40-025 Approval. Upon completion of 
the inspection, if the facility is in reasonable compliance 
with the applicable standards, a notice of approval for 
licensing shall be forwarded to the licensing agency. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-40-025, filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-40-030 Right of appeal. A facility ag­
grieved by the orders of the state fire marshal or his 
authorized representative may appeal to the state fire 
marshal within five days of the order. If the state fire 
marshal confirms the order, it shall remain in force. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-40-030, filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-40-035 Local requirements. All psychi­
atric hospitals and alcoholism treatment facilities shall 
comply with the applicable portions of the Uniform 
Building Code and the Uniform Fire Code, as adminis­
tered by the local building official and fire official. [Or­
der FM-77-3, § 212-40-035, filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-40-040 Standards. The following stand­
ards shall be applicable to all psychiatric hospitals and 
alcoholism treatment facilities built or licensed after the 
effective date of this regulation. Psychiatric hospitals or 
alcoholism treatment facilities licensed prior to the ef­
fective date of this regulation shall be subject to the 
construction requirements in effect at the time of licens­
ing, provided continued use does not compromise patient 
or resident safety, and the use and maintenance stand­
ards of this regulation. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-40-040, 
filed 12/8/77.] 
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WAC 212-40-045 Construction requirements. Psy­
chiatric hospitals or alcoholic treatment facilities provid­
ing detoxification services shall comply with the nursing 
home standards, chapter 212-32 WAC. 

Alcoholism treatment facilities limited to intensive in­
patient treatment, alcoholism recovery house services or 
alcoholism long term treatment services shall comply 
with the requirements for hotels, as found in chapter 13, 
Uniform Building Code 1976 Edition. Facilities cur­
rently licensed as transient accommodations wishing to 
qualify for intensive inpatient treatment, alcoholism re­
covery house services or alcoholism long term treatment 
services need not meet any additional requirements, if in 
full compliance with chapter 212-52 WAC. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-40-045, filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-40-050 Modernization or renovation. No 
construction in either modernization or renovation pro­
jects shall diminish the fire safety features of the facility 
below the level of new construction, as required else­
where in this regulation. Alterations or installations of 
new building services equipment shall be accomplished 
as near as possible in conformance with the requirements 
of new construction. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-40-050, 
filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-40-055 Additions. Any addition shall be 
separated from any existing nonconforming structure by 
a noncombustible or limited-combustible fire partition. 
Communications in dividing fire partitions shall occur 
only in corridors and shall be protected by approved 
self-closing doors. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-40-055, 
filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-40-060 Mixed occupancies. Sections of 
psychiatric hospitals or alcoholism treatment facilities 
providing medical or nursing care shall be separated 
from sections limited to residential care by construction 
having a fire-resistance rating of at least one hour. [Or­
der FM-77-3, § 212-40-060, filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-40-065 Design, operation. All psychiatric 
hospitals and alcoholism treatment facilities shall be so 
designed, constructed and operated as to minimize the 
possibility of a fire emergency endangering the residents 
or patients. The protection of residents or patients from 
fire shall be provided by appropriate arrangements of 
facilities, adequate staffing and careful development of 
operating and maintenance procedures composed of the 
following: (1) Proper design, construction and separa­
tion; (2) provision for detection, alarm and evacuation; 
and (3) fire prevention and planning, training and drill­
ing in programs for the notification of fire and the safe 
evacuation of residents or patients from the building or 
affected fire area. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-40-065, 
filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-40-070 Smoke detection. An approved, 
automatic smoke detection system shall be installed in 
all corridors of psychiatric hospitals and alcoholism 
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treatment facilities providing detoxification services. De­
tectors shall not be spaced further than thirty feet apart 
or more than fifteen feet from any wall, and shall be 
electrically interconnected with the fire alarm system. 
EXCEPTION: Where each patient sleeping room is 
protected by such an approved detection system and a 
local detector is provided at the smoke partition and 
horizontal exits, such corridor systems will not be re­
quired on the patient sleeping room floors. 

Every room in alcoholism treatment facilities limited 
to intensive treatment, rehabilitative services or domicil­
iary service used for sleeping purposes shall be provided 
with smoke detectors conforming to U.B.C. Standard 
43B. When activated, the detector shall provide an 
alarm in the sleeping room. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
40-070, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-40-075 Fire alarm. An approved electri­
cally supervised fire alarm system shall be installed in all 
psychiatric hospitals and alcoholism treatment facilities. 
EXCEPTION: Alcoholism treatment facilities limited to 
intensive inpatient treatment, alcoholism recovery house 
services or alcoholism long term treatment services in 
which each sleeping room has a direct exit to the outside 
and the building is not over three stories in height. [Or­
der FM-77-3, § 212-40-075, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-40-080 Sprinkler protection. All psychi­
atric hospitals and alcoholism treatment facilities pro­
viding alcohol detoxification services shall be equipped 
with an approved automatic sprinkler system. The main 
sprinkler control valve(s) shall be electrically supervised 
and the system electrically interconnected with the fire 
alarm system. The fire department connection shall be 
located as directed by the fire chief. [Order FM-77-3, § 
212-40-080, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-40-085 Occupancy limitations. Occu­
pancy of alcoholism treatment facilities providing inten­
sive inpatient treatment, alcoholism recovery house 
services or alcoholism long term treatment services shall 
be limited to ambulatory or independently mobile per­
sons. Independently mobile persons unable to traverse 
stairs shall not be housed above the first story unless the 
building is completely sprinklered. [Order FM-77-3, § 
212-40-085, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-40-090 Fire and evacuation plan. The 
administration of every psychiatric hospital or alcohol­
ism treatment facility providing alcohol detoxification 
services shall have in effect and available to all supervi­
sory personnel written copies of a plan for the protection 
of all persons in the event of fire and for their evacua­
tion to areas of refuge and from the building when nec­
essary. All employees shall be instructed and kept 
informed respecting their duties under the plan. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-40-090, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-40-095 Fire drills. At least twelve drills 
shall be held every year in all psychiatric hospitals and 
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alcoholism treatment facilities providing alcohol detoxi­
fication services. Drills shall be conducted quarterly on 
each shift to familiarize personnel with signals and 
emergency action required under varied conditions. 
When drills are conducted between 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 
a.m., a coded announcement may be used instead of au­
dJble alarms. Fire drills shall include the transmission of 
a fire alarm signal and simulation of emergency fire 
conditions except that evacuation of patients is not re­
quired. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-40-095, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-40-100 Equipment maintenance. Every 
required automatic sprinkler system, fire detection and 
alarm system, exit lighting, fire door and other item of 
equipment required by this regulation or the applicable 
building and/or fire code shall be continuously main­
tained in proper operating condition. Equipment shall be 
tested or operated in accordance with manufacturer's 
recommendations and/or at sufficient intervals to assure 
reliability. Records of all tests and inspections shall be 
maintained for review. Tests and inspections shall be 
under the supervision of a responsible person. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-40-100, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-40-105 Separability. If any provision of 
this regulation or its application to any person is held 
invalid, the remainder of the regulation or the applica­
tion of the provision to other persons or circumstances is 
not affected. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-40-105, filed 
12/8/77.] 

Chapter 212-42 WAC 
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WAC 212-42-001 Purpose. The purpose of this 
regulation is to adopt recognized standards for the pro­
tection of life against the cause and spread of fire and 

0fire hazards pursuant to RCW 71.12.485, with respect 
to all facilities to be licensed as residential treatment fa­
cilities for psychiatrically impaired children and youth. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Or­
der FM 80-2), § 212-42-001, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-005 Definitions. The following defi­
nitions shall apply to this regulation: 

( 1) "Building official" means the person or agency 
appointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Fire Code, adopted by reference by the State 
Building Code Act. 

(2) "Fire chief" means the chief of the fire depart­
ment providing fire protection services to the facility. 

( 3) "Fire official" means the person or agency a p­
pointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Fire Code, adopted by reference by the State 
Building Code Act. 

(4) "Licensing agency" means the Washington state 
department of social and health services. 

(5) "Psychiatric impairment" means severe emotional 
disturbance corroborated by clear psychiatric diagnosis 
provided that one or more of the following symptomatic 
behaviors is exhibited: 

(a) Bizarreness, severe self-destructiveness, schizo­
phrenic ideation, chronic school failure, or other signs or 
symptoms which are the result of gross, ongoing distor­
tions in- thought processes; 

(b) School phobias, suicide attempts, or other signs or 
symptoms associated with marked severe or chronic ef­
fective disorders as defined in the most recent edition of 
"American Psychiatric Association Diagnostic and Sta­
tistical Manual;" 

(c) Chronic sexual maladjustment, history of aggres­
sive unmanageability including violent, chronic, grossly 
maladaptive behaviors which are associated with (a) or 
(b) above. 

( 6) "Residential treatment facility for psychiatrically 
impaired children and youth" means a residence, place 
or facility designed and organized to provide twenty­
four hour residential care and long-term individualized, 
active treatment for clients who have been diagnosed or 
evaluated as psychiatrically impaired. 

(7) "State Building Code Act" means chapter 19.27 
RCW, effective January 1, 1975, which establishes 
state-wide building and fire prevention codes and man­
dates enforcement by each city, town and county. [Stat­
utory Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order 
FM 80-2), § 212-42-005, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-010 Applicability. This regulation ap­
plies to all facilities licensed or subject to Iicensure as 
residential treatment facilities for psychiatrically im­
paired children and youth by the department of social 
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and health services under chapter 71.12 RCW. [Statu­
tory Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 
80-2), § 212-42-010, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-015 Compliance. All facilities li­
censed by the department of social and health services as 
residential treatment facilities for psychiatrically im­
paired children and youth shall comply with the provi­
sions of this regulation. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 80-2), § 212-42-015, 
filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-020 Inspection. The licensing agency, 
upon receipt of an application for a license or at least 
thirty days before the expiration date of an existing li­
cense, shall submit to the state fire marshal in writing, a 
request for an inspection. The state fire marshal or his 
authorized representative shall make an inspection of the 
facility, and if it is found that the facility does not com­
ply with the standards contained in ,this regulation, a 
written report shall be made to the facility listing the vi­
olations found, corrective actions necessary and time al­
lowed for correction. As soon as practicable after the 
expiration date of the time allowed to effect the correc­
tive measures, a reinspection shall be made to determine 
compliance. [Statutory Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-
15-090 (Order FM 80-2), § 212-42-020, filed 
10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-025 Approval. Upon the completion 
of the inspection, if the facility is in reasonable compli­
ance with applicable standards, a notice of approval for 
licensing shall be forwarded to the licensing agency. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Or­
der FM 80-2), § 212-42-025, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-030 Right of appeal. A facility, ag­
grieved by the corrective orders of the state fire marshal 
or his authorized representative may appeal to the state 
fire marshal within five days of the order. If the state 
fire marshal confirms the order, it shall remain in force. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Or­
der FM 80-2), § 212-42-030, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-035 Local codes. Approvals are is­
sued or denied on the basis of applicant's compliance 
with the state fire marshal's minimum fire and life 
safety standards. The enforcement of local fire and 
building codes is the responsibility of the respective fire 
and building officials. [Statutory Authority: RCW 71-
.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 80-2), § 212-42-035, 
filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-040 Standards. The following stand­
ards shall be applicable to all facilities built or licensed 
after the effective date of this regulation. [Statutory 
Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 80-
2), § 212-42-040, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-045 Construction requirements. New 
construction or major remodeling shall comply with the 
Group I, Division 1 requirements of the 1976 Uniform 
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Building Code. This classification is advisory but not 
binding on local building officials charged with the ad­
ministration and enforcement of the State Building Code 
Act. [Statutory Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 
(Order FM 80-2), § 212-42-045, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-050 Modernization or renovation. No 
construction in either modernization or renovation pro­
jects shall diminish the fire safety features of the facility 
below the level of new construction, as required else­
where in this regulation. Alterations or installations of 
new building services equipment shall be accomplished 
as near as possible in conformance with the requirements 
for new construction. [Statutory Authority: RCW 71-
.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 80-2), § 212-42-050, 
filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-055 Additions. Any addition shall be 
separated from any existing nonconforming structure by 
a noncombustible or limited-combustible fire partition 
having at least a two hour fire-resistance rating. Com­
municating openings in dividing fire partitions shall oc­
cur only in corridors and shall be protected by approved 
self-closing doors. [Statutory Authority: RCW 71.12-
.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 80-2), § 212-42-055, filed 
10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-060 Design, operation. All facilities 
shall be so designed, constructed, maintained and oper­
ated as to minimize the possibility of a fire emergency 
requiring the evacuation of clients. The protection of 
clients from fire shall be provided by appropriate ar­
rangement of facilities, adequate staffing and careful 
development of operating and maintenance procedures 
composed of the following: 

( 1) Proper design, construction and compartmenta­
tion. 

(2) Provision for detection, alarm and extinguishment. 
(3) Fire prevention and planning, training and drilling 

programs for the isolation of fire, transfer of clients to 
areas of refuge or evacuation of the building. [Statutory 
Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 80-
2), § 212-42-060, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-065 Compartmentation. Every story 
used by clients for sleeping or treatment or any story 
having an occupant load of fifty or more persons, shall 
be divided into at least two compartments by smoke 
partitions having a fire resistance of at least one hour. 
No one compartment shall contain more than twenty­
two thousand five hundred square feet or be over one 
hundred fifty feet in length or width. [Statutory Au­
thority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 80-2), 
§ 212-42-065, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-070 Smoke detection. An approved, 
automatic smoke detection system shall be installed in 
all corridors. Detectors shall not be spaced further than 
thirty feet apart or more than fifteen feet from any wall, 
and shall be electrically interconnected with the fire 
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alarm system. EXCEPTION: Where each client sleep­
ing room is protected by such an approved detection 
system and a local detector is provided at the smoke 
partition and horizontal exits, such corridor systems will 
not be required on the client sleeping room floors. [Stat­
utory Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order 
FM 80-2), § 212-42-070, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-075 Fire alarm. Every facility shall 
have an approved electrically supervised manual fire 
alarm system. Operation of any fire alarm activating 
device shall automatically, without delay, accomplish 
general alarm indication and sound an audible alarm in 
the affected fire zone. Coded systems shall be permitted. 
The fire alarm system shall be arranged to transmit an 
alarm automatically to the fire department legally com­
mitted to serve the area in which the facility is located 
or to an approved central station providing the alarm 
service. [Statutory Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-
090 (Order FM 80-2), § 212-42-075, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-080 Emergency lighting. Emergency 
lighting for means of egress shall be provided for every 
facility and shall comply with the following provisions: 

(1) Where maintenance of illumination depends upon 
changing from one energy source to another, there shall 
be no appreciable interruption of illumination during the 
changeover. Where emergency lighting is provided by a 
prime mover-operated electric generator, a delay of not 
more than ten seconds shall be permitted. 

(2) Emergency lighting facilities shall be arranged to 
maintain illumination to values of not less than one foot­
candle measured at the floor for a period of one and 
one-half hours in the event of failure of normal lighting. 

(3) Electric battery-operated emergency lights shall 
use only reliable types of storage batteries, provided with1 

suitable facilities for maintenance in properly charged 
condition. 

( 4) An emergency lighting system shall be so ar­
ranged as to provide the required illumination automati­
cally in the event of any interruption of normal lighting, 
such as any failure of public utility or other outside 
electrical power supply, opening of a circuit breaker or 
fuse, or any manual act(s), including accidental opening 
of a switch controlling normal lighting facilities. [Statu­
tory Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 
80-2), § 212-42-080, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-085 Sprinkler protection. Complete, 
approved automatic fire extinguishing protection shall be 
provided throughout all residential treatment facilities. 
The main sprinkler control valve(s) shall be electrically 
supervised and the system electrically interconnected 
with the fire alarm system. The fire department connec­
tion shall be located as directed by the fire chief. [Stat­
utory Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order 
FM 80-2), § 212-42-085, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-090 Restrained clients. In buildings 
housing occupancies in which the personal liberties of 
clients are restrained within the building, reliable means 
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shall be provided to permit the prompt release of clients 
confined in locked sections, spaces, or rooms in the event 
of fire or other emergency. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 80-2), § 212-42-090, 
filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-095 Client release. Prompt release 
shall be guaranteed by adequate staff personnel that are 
continuously on duty (24 hours a day) and keys which 
shall be readily accessible. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 80-2), § 212-42-095, 
filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-100 Locked exits. Any emergency 
entrance which is locked may be classified as an exit 
provided that keys are readily available to attendants. 

NOTE: Although locking exit doors and barring win-
dows is always undesirable from the view of 
life safety, the code recognizes that this is 
necessary in some cases to restrain people. In 
these instances, provision shall be made for the 
continuous supervision and prompt release of 
restrained persons. Release of occupants shall 
be accomplished either by a system capable of 
automatically unlocking the doors in a means 
of egress, or by the presence of attendants who 
are continuously available and equipped with 
keys. In any event, continuous supervision is 
considered essential. [Statutory Authority: 
RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 80-
2), § 212-42-100, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-105 Fire and evacuation plan. The 
administration of every residential treatment facility for 
psychiatrically impaired children and adults shall have 
in effect and available to all supervisory personnel writ­
ten copies of a plan for the protection of all persons in 
the event of fire and for their evacuation to areas of ref­
uge and from the building when necessary. All employ­
ees shall be instructed and kept informed respecting 
their duties under the plan. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 80-2), § 212-42-105, 
filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-110 Smoke control. Every client 
room shall have an outside window or outside door ar­
ranged and located so that it can be opened from the in­
side without the use of tools or keys to permit the 
venting of products of combustion and to permit any oc­
cupant to have direct access to fresh air in case of 
emergency. 

EXCEPTION: Buildings designed with an engin­
eered smoke control system in accordance with NFPA 
90A need not comply with this requirement. [Statutory 
Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 80-
2), § 212-42-110, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-115 Fire drills. At least twelve fire 
drills shall be held every year. Drills shall be conducted 
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quarterly on each shift to familiarize personnel with sig­
nals and emergency action required under varied condi­
tions. When drills are conducted between 9:00 p.m. and 
6:00 a.m., a coded announcement may be used instead of 
audible alarm. Fire drills shall include the transmission 
of a fire alarm signal and simulation of emergency fire 
conditions, except that the movement of infirm or bed­
ridden clients to safe areas is not required. [Statutory 
Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 80-
2), § 212-42-115, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-120 Equipment maintenance. Every 
required automatic sprinkler system, fire detection and 
alarm system, exit lighting, fire door and other items or 
equipment required by this regulation or the applicable 
building and/or fire code shall be continuously main­
tained in proper operating condition. Equipment shall be 
tested or operated in accordance with manufacturers' 
recommendations and/or at sufficient intervals to assure 
reliability. Records of all tests and inspections shall be 
maintained for review. Tests and inspections shall be 
under the supervision of a responsible person. [Statutory 
Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-15-090 (Order FM 80-
2), § 212-42-120, filed 10/21/80.] 

WAC 212-42-125 Severability. If any prov1s10n of 
this regulation or its application to any person is held 
invalid, the remainder of the regulation or the applica­
tion of the provision to other persons or circumstances is 
not affected. [Statutory Authority: RCW 71.12.485. 80-
15-090 (Order FM 80-2), § 212-42-125, filed 
10/21/80.] 
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DISPOSITION OF SECTIONS FORMERLY CODIFIED IN THIS 
CHAPTER 

212-44-060 Mixed occupancies. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-44-060, 
filed 12/8/77.] Repealed by 80-15-077 (Order FM 
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80-1), filed 10/20/80, Statutory Authority: RCW 
18.46.110. 

212-44-070 Compartmentation. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-44-070, 
filed 12/8/77.] Repealed by 80-15-077 (Order FM 
80-1), filed 10/20/80. Statutory Authority: RCW 
18.46.110. 

212-44-075 Smoke detection. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-44-075, 
filed 12/8/77.] Repealed by 80-15-077 (Order FM 
80-1), filed 10/20/80. Statutory Authority: RCW 
18.46.110. 

212-44-085 Sprinkler protection. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-44-
085, filed 12/8/77.] Repealed by 80-15-077 (Order 
FM 80-1), filed 10/20/80. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 18.46.110. 

212-44-095 Fire drills. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-44-095, filed 
12/8/77.] Repealed by 80-15-077 (Order FM 80-1), 
filed 10/20/80. Statutory Authority: RCW 
18.46.110. 

WAC 212-44-001 Purpose. The purpose of this 
regulation is to adopt recognized standards for the pro­
tection of life against the cause and spread of fire and 
fire hazards pursuant to RCW 18.46.110, with respect 
to all facilities to be licensed by the department of social 
and health services and maintained and operated to pro­
vide birth services. [Statutory Authority: RCW 18.46-
.110. 80-15-077 (Order FM 80-1), § 212-44-001, filed 
10/20/80; Order FM-77-3, § 212-44-001, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-005 Definitions. The following defi­
nitions shall apply to this regulation: 

(1) 11 Maternity home" means any home, place, hospi­
tal or institution in which facilities are maintained for 
the care of four or more women, not relaJed by blood or 
marriage to the operator, during pregnancy or during or 
within ten days after delivery: Provided, however, That 
this regulation shall not apply to any hospital approved 
by the American College of Surgeons, American Osteo­
pathic Association or its successor. 

(2) "Licensing agency" means the Washington state 
department of social and health services. 

(3) "Building official" means the person or agency 
appointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Building Code, adopted by reference by the 
State Building Code Act. 

( 4) "Fire official" means the person or agency a p­
pointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Fire Code, adopted by reference by the State 
Building Code Act. 

(5) "Fire chief" means the chief of the fire depart­
ment providing fire protection services to the child birth 
centers. 

(6) "State Building Code Act" means chapter 19.27 
RCW, effective January 1, 197 5, which establishes 
state-wide building and fire prevention codes and man­
dates enforcement by each city, town and county. 

(7) "Ambulatory II means physically and mentally ca­
pable of walking a normal path to safety, including the 
ascent and descent of stairs. 

(8) "Birth center" or "child birth center" means a 
type of maternity home which is a house, building, or 
equivalent, organized to provide facilities and staff to 
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support a birth service: Provided, That the birth service 
includes or is limited to low-risk maternal clients during 
the intrapartum period. 

(9) 11 Birthing room II means a room designed, equipped 
and arranged to provide for the care of a woman and 
newborn and to accommodate her support person(s) 
during the process of vaginal birth (the three stages of 
labor and recovery of a woman and newborn). 

(10) "Birth service" means the prenatal, intrapartum, 
and postpartum care provided for individuals with un­
complicated pregnancy, labor, and vaginal birth, to in­
clude the newborn care during the recovery period. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.46.110. 80-15-077 (Or­
der FM 80-1), § 212-44-005, filed 10/20/80; Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-44-005, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-010 Applicability. This regulation ap­
plies to all facilities licensed or subject to licensure as 
child birth centers by the department of social and 
health services. [Statutory Authority: RCW 18.46.110. 
80-15-077 (Order FM 80-1), § 212-44-010, filed 
10/20/80; Order FM-77-3, § 212-44-010, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-015 Compliance. All facilities li­
censed as child birth centers shall comply with the pro­
visions of this regulation. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
18.46.110. 80-15-077 (Order FM 80-1), § 212-44-015, 
filed 10/20/80; Order FM-77-3, § 212-44-015, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-020 Inspection. The licensing agency, 
upon receipt of an application for a license or at least 
thirty days before the expiration date of an existing li­
cense, shall submit to the state fire marshal in writing, a 
request for an inspection. The state fire marshal or his 
authorized representative shall make an inspection of the 
facility, and if it is found that the facility does not com­
ply with the standards contained in this regulation, a 
written report shall be made to the facility listing the vi­
olations found, corrective actions necessary and time al­
lowed for correction. As soon as practicable after the 
expiration date of the time allowed to effect the correc­
tive measures, a reinspection shall be made to determine 
compliance. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-44-020, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-025 Approval. Upon the completion 
of the inspection, if the facility is in reasonable compli­
ance with the applicable standards, a notice of approval 
for licensing shall be forwarded to the licensing agency. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-44-025, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-030 Right of appeal. A facility ag­
grieved by the corrective orders of the state fire marshal 
or his authorized representative may appeal to the state 
fire marshal within five days of the order. If the state 
fire marshal confirms the order, it shall remain in force. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-44-030, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-035 Local codes. Approvals are is­
sued or denied on the basis of the applicant's compliance 
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with the state fire marshal's minimum fire and life 
safety standards. The enforcement of local fire and 
building codes is the responsibility of the respective fire 
and building officials. [Statutory Authority: RCW 18-
.46.110. 80-15-077 (Order FM 80-1), § 212-44-035, 
filed 10/20/80; Order FM-77-3, § 212-44-035, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-040 Standards. The following stand­
ards shall be applicable to all child birth centers built or 
licensed after the effective date of this regulation. [Stat­
utory Authority: RCW 18.46.110. 80-15-077 (Order 
FM 80-1), § 212-44-040, filed 10/20/80; Order FM-
77-3, § 212-44-040, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-045 Construction requirements. ( 1) 
New construction or major remodeling shall comply with 
the Group B, Division 2 requirements of the 1976 Uni­
form Building Code. This classification is advisory, but 
not binding on local building officials charged with the 
administration and enforcement of the State Building 
Code Act. 

(2) New and existing buildings not over two stories in 
height, to be occupied as a child birth center, may be of 
any recognized construction type: Provided, That the 
building has been maintained to the extent that the fire 
and life safety features have not been reduced. 

(3) Buildings three stories in height shall be of at least 
one hour fire-resistive construction. [Statutory Author­
ity: RCW 18.46.110. 80-15-077 (Order FM 80-1), § 
212-44-045, filed 10/20/80; Order FM-77-3, § 212-
44-045, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-050 Modernization or renovation. No 
construction in either modernization or renovation pro­
jects shall diminish the fire safety features of the facility 
below the level of new construction, as required else­
where in this regulation. Alterations or installations of 
new building services equipment shall be accomplished 
as near as possible in conformance with the requirements 
for new construction. [Statutory Authority: RCW 18-
.46.110. 80-15-077 (Order FM 80-1), § 212-44-050, 
filed 10/20/80; Order FM-77-3, § 212-44-050, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-055 Additions. Any addition shall be 
separated from any existing nonconforming structure as 
required in Table 5B of the Uniform Building Code. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.46.110. 80-15-077 (Or­
der FM 80-1), § 212-44-055, filed 10/20/80; Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-44-055, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-065 Design, operation. All child birth 
centers shall be so designed, constructed, maintained and 
operated as to minimize the possibility of a fire emer­
gency endangering the residents or patients. The protec­
tion of residents or patients from fire shall be provided 
by appropriate arrangement of facilities, adequate staff­
ing and careful development of operating and mainte­
nance procedures composed of the following: ( 1) Proper 
design, construction and separation; (2) provision for 
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detection, alarm and evacuation; and (3) fire prevention 
and the planning, training and drilling in programs for 
the notification of fire and the safe evacuation of resi­
dents or patients from the building or affected fire area . 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.46.110. 80-15-077 (Or­
der FM 80-1), § 212-44-065, filed 10/20/80; Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-44-065, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-067 Exiting. (1) Not less than two 
exits shall be accessible from every part of each floor 
being used for birth services or uses incidental thereto, 
including floor levels below the street floor. 

(2) Exits shall be remote from each other and shall be 
arranged to minimize the possibility that both may be 
blocked by any emergency. [Statutory Authority: RCW 
18.46.110. 80-15-077 (Order FM 80-1), § 212-44-067, 
filed 10/20/80.] 

WAC 212-44-069 Vertical openings. Every stair­
way, elevator shaft, light and ventilation shaft, chute, 
and other opening between stories shall be enclosed or 
protected to prevent the spread of fire or smoke from 
one floor to another. [Statutory Authority: RCW 18.46-
.110. 80-15-077 (Order FM 80-1), § 212-44-069, filed 
10/20/80.] 

WAC 212-44-072 Fire extinguishers. At least one 
approved fire extinguisher suitable for use on fires in or­
dinary combustibles shall be provided on each floor 
level. Additional fire extinguishers may also be required 
due to area, travel distance or special hazards. [Statu­
tory Authority: RCW 18.46.110. 80-15-077 (Order FM 
80-1), § 212-44-072, filed 10/20/80.] 

WAC 212-44-073 Lighting. ( 1) Illumination of the 
means of egress shall be continuous during the time that 
conditions of occupancy require that the means of egress 
be available for use. 

(2) Automatic emergency lighting shall be provided 
and so arranged as to provide the required illumination 
automatically in the event of any interruption of normal 
lighting, such as the failure of public utility or other 
outside electrical power supply, opening of a circuit 
breaker or fuse, or any manual act(s) including acciden­
tal opening of a switch controlling normal lighting 
facilities. 

(3) Electric battery-operated emergency lights shall 
use only reliable types of storage batteries, provided with 
suitable facilities for maintenance in properly charged 
condition. Electric storage batteries used in such lights 
or units shall be approved for their intended use and 
shall comply with the National Electrical Code, NFPA 
70. [Statutory Authority: RCW 18.46.110. 80-15-077 
(Order FM 80-1), § 212-44-073, filed 10/20/80.] 

WAC 212-44-077 Protection from hazards. Any 
area used for general storage, and boiler or furnace 
rooms shall be separated from other parts of the building 
by construction having a fire-resistance rating conform­
ing to the general construction requirements of the 
building type. 
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Central heating plants and other fuel-burning appli­
ances shall be properly maintained and cleaned at fre­
quent intervals. The surrounding area shall be kept free 
of rubbish and combustible storage. [Statutory Author­
ity: RCW 18.46.110. 80-15-077 (Order FM 80-1), § 
212-44-077, filed 10/20/80.] 

WAC 212-44-080 Fire alarm. Every child birth 
center shall have an electrically supervised manual fire 
alarm system. Operation of any fire alarm activating 
device shall automatically, without delay, accomplish 
general alarm indication and sound an audible alarm 
throughout the building or affected portion thereof. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.46.110. 80-15-077 (Or­
der FM 80-1), § 212-44-080, filed 10/20/80; Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-44-080, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-090 Fire and evacuation plan. The 
administration of every child birth center shall have in 
effect and available to all supervisory personnel written 
copies of a plan for the protection of all persons in the 
event of fire and for their evacuation to areas of refuge 
and from the building when necessary. All employees 
shall be instructed and kept informed respecting their 
duties under the plan. [Statutory Authority: RCW 18-
.46.110. 80-15-077 (Order FM 80-1), § 212-44-090, 
filed 10/20/80; Order FM-77-3, § 212-44-090, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-100 Equipment maintenance. Every 
required automatic sprinkler system, fire detection and 
alarm system, exit lighting, fire door and other item of 
equipment required by this regulation or the applicable 
building and/or fire code shall be continuously main­
tained in proper operating condition. Equipment shall be 
tested or operated in accordance with manufacturer's 
recommendation and/or at sufficient intervals to assure 
reliability. Records of all tests and inspections shall be 
maintained for review. Tests and inspections shall be 
under the supervision of a responsible person. [Order 
FM-77----J, § 212-44-100, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-44-105 Severability. If any prov1s10n of 
this regulation or its application to any person is held 
invalid, the remainder of the regulation or the applica­
tion of the provision to other persons or circumstances is 
11ot affected. [Statutory Authority: RCW 18.46.110. 80-
15-077 (Order FM 80-1), § 212-44-105, filed 
10/20/80; Order FM-77-3, § 212-44-105, filed 
12/8/77.] 

Chapter 212-52 WAC 
TRANSIENT ACCOMMODATIONS, STANDARDS 

FOR FIRE PROTECTION 

WAC 
212----52----001 
212----52----005 
212----52----010 
212-52----015 
212-52----020 
212-52----025 

Purpose. 
Definitions. 
Applicability. 
Compliance required. 
Exemptions from standards. 
Inspections, reinspections, approvals. 
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212-52----030 
212-52----035 
212-52----040 
212-52----045 
212-52----050 
212-52-055 
212-52----060 
212-52----065 
212----52----070 
212-52----075 
212-52----080 
212-52----085 
212-52----090 
212----52----095 
212----52-100 
212-52-105 
212-52----110 
212-52----115 
212----52-120 
212----52----125 

Right of appeal. 
Suspension, revocation or denial of license. 
Occupancy separations. 
Hazardous areas. 
Interior stairways. 
Other vertical openings. 
Interior finish. 
Guest room protection. 
Guest room doors. 
Fire alarm. 
Number of exits. 
Access to exits. 
Exit doors. 
Exit signs. 
Corridor lighting. 
Fire extinguishers. 
Obstructions. 
Maintenance. 
Emergency procedures plan. 
Separability. 

WAC 212-52-001 Purpose. The purpose of this 
regulation is to establish the minimum fire and life 
safety standards necessary for obtaining fire marshal 
approval for licensing transient accommodations. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-52-001, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-005 Definitions. Transient accommo­
dation: Transient accommodation shall mean any facility 
such as a hotel, motel, resort, condominium, rooming 
house or other place offering three or more lodging units 
to travelers and transient guests for periods of less than 
one month. 

Licensing agency: Licensing agency shall mean the 
Washington state department of social and health ser­
vices. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-005, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-010 Applicability. This regulation ap­
plies to all transient accommodations licensed by the de­
partment of social and health services. [Order FM-77-
3, § 212-52-010, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-015 Compliance required. All facili­
ties licensed as transient accommodations shall comply 
with the minimum fire and life safety standards as 
herein specified, unless the municipality where the facil­
ity is located has been exempted by the fire marshal 
based on having an equivalent transient accommodations 
regulatory program. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-015, 
filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-020 Exemptions from standards. (1) 
Upon receipt of written application for exemption, mu­
nicipalities having comprehensive regulatory programs 
covering transient accommodations which provide fire 
and life safety standards equal to or equivalent to the 
standards established by this regulation, may be ex­
empted from compliance with these standards. 

(2) The state fire marshal shall provide the exempted 
municipality with a list of transient accommodations 
within their jurisdiction. The exempted municipality 
shall certify those facilities approved for licensing as 
transient accommodations based on compliance with lo­
cal fire and life safety requirements or written agree­
ments necessary to bring the facility up to requirements. 
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(3) The state fire marshal shall review the exemption 
program within exempted municipalities at two year in­
tervals. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-020, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-025 Inspections, reinspections, ap­
provals. (I) All transient accommodations shall be in­
spected by either the state fire marshal or the exempted 
municipality to determine the level of compliance with 
minimum fire and life safety standards. 

(2) The names of facilities found to be in compliance 
with the minimum fire and life safety standards shall be 
forwarded to the licensing agency for licensing approval. 

(3) Violations of the standards shall be noted, in writ­
ing, and a reasonable time specified for correction of 
deficiencies noted. 

( 4) Reinspections shall be accomplished as close to 
the specified reinspection date as practicable. Continuing 
violations which bear no evidence of corrective action 
shall be noted, and include a warning that the licensing 
agency shall issue a notice of license denial, revocation 
or suspension fifteen days hence, unless prompt correc­
tive action is taken. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-025, 
filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-030 Right of appeal. Within five days 
after receipt thereof, any person aggrieved by the viola­
tions noted during an inspection, may appeal to the state 
fire marshal. If the state fire marshal confirms the or­
der, the order shall remain in force. [Order FM-77-3, § 
212-52-030, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-035 Suspension, revocation or denial 
of license. (1) Upon expiration of the fifteen day period 
noted in WAC 212-52-025(4) above, the licensing 
agency shall issue a notice of license denial, suspension 
or revocation, unless sufficient justification for delay is 
submitted in a signed statement by the licensee. 

(2) The fire marshal shall assist the licensing agency 
in the enforcement of the licensing action. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-52-035, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-040 Occupancy separations. Occu­
pancy separations shall be provided between the tran­
sient accommodation portion of the building and those 
other occupancies not under the same control or inci­
dental to the transient accommodation operation. Lob­
bies and public dining rooms, not including cocktail 
lounges, shall not require a separation, if the kitchen is 
so separated from the dining room or the cooking appli­
ances provided with fixed automatic extinguishing sys­
tems. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-040, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-045 Hazardous areas. Every room 
containing a boiler or central heating plant, laundries, 
parking garages, storage room.s and other occupancies 
within the building which present an unusual or extreme 
hazard to the safety of the guests may be required to 
have automatic extinguishing or detection systems, if not 
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otherwise adequately separated by fire resistive con­
struction. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-045, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-050 Interior stairways. Every interior 
stairway shall be enclosed with walls of not less than 
one-hour fire resistive construction. Where existing par­
titions form part of a stairwell enclosure, wood lath and 
plaster in good condition will be acceptable in lieu of 
one-hour fire resistive construction. Doors to such en­
closures shall be protected by a self-closing door equiv­
alent to a solid wood door not less than 1 3 / 4 inches 
thick. Enclosures shall include landings between flights 
and any corridors, passageways or public rooms neces­
sary for continuous exit to the exterior of the building. 
The stairway need not be enclosed in a continuous shaft, 
if cut off at each story by the fire resistive construction 
required for stairwell enclosures and adequate alternate 
exits are provided. 

EXCEPTIONS: (I) Enclosures shall not be required 
in buildings not over three stories in height if automatic 
sprinkler protection is provided in all corridors, stairways 
and passageways leading to the outside exits. 

(2) Enclosures shall not be required in buildings 
where the stairway serves only one adjacent floor, ter­
minates at a street entrance or lobby suitably separated 
from the rest of the building, and the corridors, stair­
ways and passageways are provided with automatic 
smoke detectors, connected to a common alarm system. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-050, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-055 Other vertical openings. Eleva­
tors, dumbwaiters, laundry and rubbish chutes, pipe 
chases and other openings between floors shall be fire­
stopped at each floor level or enclosed in continuous 
shafts, with all openings provided with self-closing or 
locking doors. Shafts not of fire-resistive or noncom­
bustible construction shall be provided with an auto­
matic sprinkler head at the top, connected to the 
domestic water system. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-
055, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-060 Interior finish. Ceiling and wall 
covering materials in corridors, stairways, passageways 
and other areas through which travel is necessary for 
continuous exit to the outside of the building shall have 
flame spread ratings of seventy-five or less, unless these 
areas are provided with automatic sprinklers. 

The flame-spread rating of existing surface materials 
may be reduced to acceptable levels by the application of 
flame-retardant paints or finishes, applied according to 
manufacturer's recommendations. Records of date of 
application, product applied, and the manner and rate of 
application shall be maintained for verification. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-52-060, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-065 Guest room protection. All 
transoms and openings other than doors between rooms 
and corridors shall be fixed, closed and covered with a 
minimum of three-fourths inch plywood, one-half inch 
gypsum wallboard or an equivalent material to provide 
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at least one-half hour fire resistance. [Order FM-77-3, 
§ 212-52-065, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-070 Guest room doors. Guest room 
doors shall be self-closing and tight fitting to prevent 
the passage of smoke. Vision panels shall be wire glass 
secured with metal frames or clips. [Order FM-77-3, § 
212-52-070, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-075 Fire alarm. An approved electri­
cally operated fire alarm system shall be provided 
throughout the guest area of all buildings except where 
each guest room has a direct exit to the outside and the 
building is not over three stories in height. Sounding de­
vices shall be so located as to arouse all occupants of the 
building or section thereof endangered by fire. An alarm 
sending station shall be provided at the desk or other 
area under continuous supervision by employees. Addi­
tional sending stations shall be located at or near each 
required exit from each floor unless other effective 
means, such as automatic sprinkler protection or fire de­
tection systems are provided for notification of fire. In 
all nonsprinklered buildings built or licensed after the 
effective date of this regulation, a corridor smoke detec­
tion system shall also be provided, connected to the 
alarm initiation system. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-
075, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-080 Number of exits. Not less than 
two exits, remote from each other, shall be provided 
from every floor occupied for sleeping purposes. Travel 
distance from any guest room to the nearest exit shall 
not exceed one hundred feet unless the corridors are 
sprinklered. Exits shall be so arranged that it is possible 
to go in either direction from any guest room and reach 
an exit, except that dead-end corridors not exceeding 
thirty-five feet in length from the guest room door may 
be permitted. Exit shall mean an interior stairway or 
ramp, a horizontal passageway into another building, a 
door leading directly outside at ground level, a door 
leading to an outside balcony or landing which is pro­
vided with an outside stair or an outside fire escape 
stairway. Existing fire escapes, consisting of balconies 
and ladders may be accepted, if properly maintained and 
all other requirements are met. [Order FM-77-3, § 
212-52-080, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-085 Access to exits. All exits shall be 
accessible from public areas or corridors without having 
to pass through intervening rooms. Access to fire escapes 
through window openings shall be permitted only if the 
window is replaced or altered so as to swing as a con­
ventional door. Steps shall be provided, if the sill exceeds 
twelve inches in height. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-
085, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-090 Exit doors. Exit doors shall be 
openable from the inside without the use of a key or any 
special knowledge or effort, and the unlatching shall not 
require more than a single operation. 
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All exit doors shall swing in the direction of egress, 
except for those serving as emergency exits only where 
obstruction of passageway would otherwise result. [Or­
der FM-77-3, § 212-52-090, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-095 Exit signs. At every required exit 
doorway and wherever otherwise required to clearly in­
dicate the direction of egress, an exit or directional sign 
shall be provided. Exit signs shall be illuminated at all 
times during occupancy of the building. Power shall be 
provided by means of separate circuits or separate en­
ergy sources. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-095, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-100 Corridor lighting. Stairways, cor­
ridors and public areas serving as required exits shall be 
provided with adequate illumination at all times. In 
multistory buildings having a guest capacity of twenty­
five or more, power shall be as required for exit signs 
and may be combined on the same circuit. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-52-100, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-105 Fire extinguishers. At least one 
approved 2A rated fire extinguisher shall be provided in 
the corridor of each guest-occupied floor. Additional 
extinguishers shall be provided as required, to insure 
that one is within seventy-five feet of each guest room 
door. In buildings not having public corridors, extin­
guishers shall be provided at convenient outside locations 
or in plainly marked enclosures accessible at all times to 
guests. Additional extinguishers of a size and type com­
mensurate with the hazard presented shall be provided 
as required in other areas in which a fire would affect 
guest safety. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-105, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-110 Obstructions. Furniture, appli­
ances or similar objects shall not be placed in corridors 
or other means of egress in such a manner as to obstruct 
the passageway. Exits, exit signs, fire alarms and fire 
extinguishers shall be easily visible and not obstructed 
by curtains or other decorative materials or fixtures. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-110, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-115 Maintenance. All required 
alarms, fire protection systems arid fire extinguishers 
shall be serviced at regular intervals and maintained in 
good operating condition at all times. Service records 
shall be available for inspection. Required fire doors 
shall be kept in a closed position at all times unless held 
open by approved smoke-actuated closing devices. 
Hardware, latches and closers shall be maintained in 
good working condition and openings kept free of ob­
structions. Corridor lighting and exit signs shall be 
checked daily and properly maintained. Burned-out 
bulbs shall be promptly replaced. Furnishings and dec­
orations used in public areas shall be noncombustible or 
flame-retardant. Fire-retardant paints or solutions shall 
be renewed at such intervals as necessary to maintain 
the necessary flame retardant properties. In rooms or 
areas where smoking is prohibited, plainly visible "no 
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smoking" signs shall be posted. Where smoking is per­
mitted, suitable ashtrays or receptacles shall be provided 
at convenient locations. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-
115, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-52-120 Emergency procedures plan. (I) 
Each licensed transient accommodation shall develop 
and maintain an emergency procedure identifying ac­
tions to be taken by the facility staff employees in the 
event of a fire emergency. The procedure shall indicate 
the actions to take by a person discovering a fire, actions 
to take for summoning the fire department, provisions 
for warning guests or others endangered by fire, proce­
dure for using fire fighting appliances and equipment, 
and a procedure for evacuating the building. 

(2) All staff employees shall be familiar with their 
specific duties as defined in the emergency procedure. 
Drills implementing the emergency procedures should be 
conducted at monthly intervals. Special emphasis should 
be placed on assuring that the emergency procedure can 
be effectively implemented when minimum staff em­
ployees are available. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-120, 
filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-52-125 Separability. If any provision of 
these regulations or their application to any person is 
held invalid, the remainder of the regulations or the ap­
plication of the provision to other persons or circum­
stances is not affected. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-52-125, 
filed 12/8/77.) 

Chapter 212-56 WAC 

GROUP HOME IN FAMILY ABODE, STANDARDS 
FOR FIRE PROTECTION 

WAC 
212-56-001 
212-56-005 
212-56-010 
212-56-015 
212-56-020 
212-56-025 
212-56-030 
212-56-035 
212-56-040 
212-56-045 
212-56-050 
212-56-055 
212-56-060 
212-56-065 

Purpose. 
Definitions. 
Applicability. 
Compliance. 
Inspections and approvals. 
Right of appeal. 
Building construction. 
Exiting. 
Fire extinguishers. 
Fire alarm. 
Fire prevention. 
Maintenance. 
Fire evacuation plan and staff training requirements. 
Separability. 

WAC 212-56-001 Purpose. The purpose of these 
standards is to identify the minimum levels of safety 
from fire necessary for obtaining state fire marshal ap­
proval for a group home for six to ten children in the 
family abode of the licensee. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
56-001, filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-56-005 Definitions. Definitions of spe­
cific child care agencies is cont.ained within each cate­
gory of agency, hereafter indicated, and subject to 
evaluation by the state fire marshal. 

(I) "Adult", a person eighteen years of age or older. 
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(2) "Child", a person under the age of eighteen years. 
(3) "Building official", the person or agency ap­

pointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Building Code, adopted by reference by the 
State Building Code Act. 

( 4) "Fire official", the person or agency appointed by 
the governing body of each city, town or county for the 
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Fire 
Code, adopted by reference by the State Building Code 
Act. 

(5) "Group", a group is generally defined as six or 
more persons. 

(6) "Group home", is a dwelling for the care of a 
group of not more than ten children and which is usually 
indistinguishable from nearby homes or apartments, is 
not part of an institutional campus, nor one of a group 
of child care units in one building. 

(7) "Licensing agency", the licensing agency is the 
department of social and health services. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-56-005, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-56-010 Applicability. These standards 
apply to group homes for six through ten children, lo­
cated within the family abode of the licensee, which re­
quires state fire marshal approval in accordance with 
chapter 74.15 RCW. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-56-010, 
filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-56-015 Compliance. Group homes for six 
through ten children, located in the family abode of the 
licensee, shall comply with the requirements contained in 
these standards. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-56-015, filed 
12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-56-020 Inspections and approvals. (1) 
All group homes located in family abodes shall comply 
with the applicable portions of the Uniform Building 
Code and the Uniform Fire Code as administered and 
enforced by the local building and fire official. 

(2) The licensing agency, upon receipt of an applica­
tion for a license or at a point at least ninety days prior 
to the expiration date of the current license, shall submit 
to the state fire marshal a written request for inspection. 
The state fire marshal or his representative shall inspect 
the facility and provide a list of deficiencies (if any), 
corrective action required, and agree upon a date for 
completion of required corrective action. A reinspection 
shall be accomplished on or about the date agreed upon 
to determine compliance. 

(3) Upon completion of the inspection or reinspection 
and the facility is found to be in compliance with this 
standard, a certificate of compliance shall be forwarded 
to the licensing agency. 

(4) Child care agencies failing to comply with the 
minimum fire and life safety requirements shall be re­
ported to the licensing agency. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
56-020, filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-56-025 Right of appeal. Any person ag­
grieved by the requirements imposed by the state fire 
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marshal, may within five days after receipt of such or­
der, appeal to the state fire marshal. If the state fire 
marshal confirms the order, the order shall remain in 
force. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-56-025, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-56-030 Building construction. The build­
ing may be of any recognized construction type permit­
ted for single family or multi family residential 
occupancies. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-56-030, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-56-035 Exiting. (1) Second floors shall 
not be used for sleeping purposes unless provided with at 
least one of the following: 

(a) A direct exit from each sleeping room to the out­
side; or 

(b) Separation from first floor by a stairway enclosure 
which leads to the outside at ground level without having 
to pass through first floor intervening areas; or 

(c) A direct exit to the outside from the second floor 
area with a smoke barrier door at the top or bottom of 
the interior stairway(s); or 

(d) Automatic smoke detection systems in corridors, 
stairways and open areas; or 

(e) Automatic sprinkler protection throughout the 
building. 

(2) Third floor shall not be used for sleeping purposes 
unless the building is provided with complete automatic 
sprinkler protection. 

(3) Children unable to exit unassisted shall not be 
housed above the first floor unless the building is pro­
vided with complete automatic sprinkler protection. 

( 4) Basements shall not be used for sleeping purposes 
unless provided with at least one exit leading directly to 
the outside. 

(5) Sleeping rooms, unless provided with two separate 
doors or one door leading directly to the outside, shall 
have a window of sufficient size and free of obstructions 
to be readily available for emergency escape or rescue. 

(6) No space shall be used for sleeping purposes 
which is accessible only by ladder, folding stairs or a 
trapdoor. 

(7) No stove or heater shall be so located as to block 
escape in case of malfunction and ensuing fire. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-56-035, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-56-040 Fire extinguishers. At least one 
approved fire extinguisher, suitable for fires in ordinary 
combustibles, shall be provided on each occupied floor 
level. Additional fire extinguishers may also be required 
due to area, travel distance, or special hazards. All ex­
tinguishers shall be properly maintained and staff mem­
bers instructed in their use. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
56-040, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212.:.56-045 Fire alarm. Any building not 
equipped with an automatic smoke detection system in 
corridors, stairways and open areas, or an automatic 
sprinkler system throughout, shall be provided with a 
manual fire alarm system. Sounding devices and pull 
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stations shall be so arranged as to be accessible and au­
dible from all sleeping areas. EXCEPTION: Not re­
quired, if sleeping accommodations are limited to the 
first floor or each sleeping room has a direct exit to the 
outside. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-56-045, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-56-050 Fire prevention. (1) The local 
fire department shall be requested to make frequent in­
spections for fire hazards and unsafe conditions. 

(2) Flammables or combustible materials shall not be 
stored in the building except as required for operation of 
the group home. Materials so required shall be kept in 
locked cabinets or rooms not accessible to occupants. 

(3) All electrical devices and appliances shall be 
properly maintained and not overloaded. Extension cords 
shall not be used as permanent wiring. 

(4) Combustible rubbish shall not be allowed to accu­
mulate and shall be removed from the building or stored 
in closed, metal containers. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-46-
050 (codified as WAC 212-56-050), filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-56-055 Maintenance. Fire protection 
equipment installed within the facility shall be properly 
maintained. 

(1) Fire extinguishers shall be maintained in accord­
ance with nationally recognized standards, and they 
shall be operationally ready for use at all times. 

(2) Protective signalling systems shall be tested at 
monthly intervals and a record of testing shall be main­
tained on the premises. 

(3) Automatic fire detection systems shall be tested at 
least annually by some person or agency qualified to ac­
complish the test and a record of testing shall be main­
tained on the premises. 

( 4) Fire doors, exit lights, corridor lighting, door 
latches and exit hardware shall be maintained opera­
tionally ready for use at all times. 

(5) Fire extinguishing systems installed in the building 
shall be maintained by some person or agency qualified 
to accomplish maintenance on the appropriate system 
and a record of maintenance actions shall be maintained 
on the premises. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-56-055, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-56-060 Fire evacuation plan and staff 
training requirements. ( 1) A written emergency fire 
evacuation procedure shall be developed, identifying the 
action to take by the person discovering a fire and the 
action taken by occupants of the building. The emer­
gency fire evacuation procedure shall include, but not 
necessarily be limited to, the following actions: 

(a) Initial steps to be taken upon discovering a fire; 
(b) Method of sounding an alarm on the premises, 

and steps to take in summoning the fire department; 
(c) Actions to take in confining or controlling incipi­

ent fire pending arrival of the fire department; 
(d) Actions to take for evacuation of the building and 

assuring the accountability of the occupants. 
(2) All occupants shall be instructed in emergency 

evacuation procedures. The procedures shall be tested at 
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not less than monthly intervals by evacuation drill, as­
suring the procedures are properly executed in an expe­
ditious manner. Accomplishment of fire evacuation drills 
shall be recorded and a record maintained on the prem­
ises to validate accomplishment of drills. 

(3) The local fire department should be invited to 
witness fire evacuation drills, thereby assuring that the 
evacuation procedures are properly executed. 

( 4) All members of the staff assigned to assure super­
visory and/or child development training, shall be profi­
cient in the use of fire extinguishers installed on the 
premises. Frequent familiarization training in the use 
and handling of fire extinguishers is essential in main­
taining required degree of proficiency. Training in the 
use of fire extinguishers should take place at least twice 
each year. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-56-060, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-56-065 Separability. If any provision of 
this regulation or its application to any person is held 
invalid, the remainder of the regulation or the applica­
tion of the provision to other persons or circumstances is 
not affected. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-56-065, filed 
12/8/77.] 

Chapter 212-57 WAC 

GROUP HOME OTHER THAN FAMILY ABODE, 
STANDARDS FOR FIRE PROTECTION 

WAC 
212-57-001 
212-57-005 
212-57-010 
212-57-015 
212-57-020 
212-57-025 
212-57-030 
212-57-035 
212-57-040 
212-57-045 
212-57-050 
212-57-055 
212-57-060 
212-57-065 
212-57-070 

Purpose. 
Definitions. 
Applicability. 
Compliance. 
Inspections and approvals. 
Right of appeal. 
Building construction. 
Exiting. 
Fire extinguishers. 
Fire alarm. 
Hazardous areas and building service equipment. 
Fire prevention. 
Maintenance. 
Fire evacuation plan and staff training requirements. 
Separability. 

WAC 212-57-001 Purpose. The purpose of these 
standards is to identify the minimum levels of safety 
from fire necessary for obtaining state fire marshal ap­
proval for a group home for one to ten children located 
within facilities other than the family abode of the li­
censee. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-57-001, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-57-005 Definitions. (1) "Adult", a per­
son eighteen years of age or older. 

(2) "Child", a person under the age of eighteen years. 
(3) "Building official", the person or agency ap­

pointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Building Code, adopted by reference by the 
State Building Code Act. 
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( 4) "Fire official 11
, the person or agency appointed by 

the governing body of each city, town or county for the 
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Fire 
Code, adopted by reference by the State Building Code 
Act. 

( 5) 11 Group 11
, a group is generally defined as six or 

more persons. 
( 6) "Group home 11

, is a dwelling for the care of a 
group of not more than ten children and which is usually 
indistinguishable from nearby homes or apartments, is 
not part of an institutional campus, nor one of a group 
of child care units in one building. 

(7) "Licensing agency", the licensing agency is the 
department of social and health services. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-57-005, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-57-010 Applicability. These standards 
apply to group homes for one through ten children, lo­
cated in other than the family abode of the licensee, 
which requires state fire marshal approval in accordance 
with chapter 74.15 RCW. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-57-
010, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-57-015 Compliance. Group homes, for 
one through ten children, located within facilities other 
than the family abode of the licensee, shall comply with 
the requirements contained in these standards. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-57-015, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-57-020 Inspections and approvals. ( 1) 
All group homes located in other than a family abode 
shall comply with the applicable portions of the Uniform 
Building Code and Uniform Fire Code as administered 
and enforced by the local building and fire official. 

(2) The licensing agency, upon receipt of an applica­
tion for a license, or at a point at least ninety days prior 
to the expiration date of the current license, shall submit 
to the state fire marshal a written request for inspection. 
The state fire marshal or his representative shall inspect 
the facility and provide a list of deficiencies (if any), 
corrective action required, and agree upon a date for 
completion of required corrective action. A reinspection 
shall be accomplished on or about the date agreed upon 
to determine compliance. 

(3) Upon completion of the inspection or reinspection, 
and the facility is found to be in compliance with this 
standard, a certificate of compliance shall be forwarded 
to the licensing agency. 

( 4) Child care agencies failing to comply with the 
minimum fire and life safety requirements shall be re­
ported to the licensing agency. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
57-020, filed 12/8/77.] · 

WAC 212-57-025 Right of appeal. Any person ag­
grieved by the requirements imposed by the state fire 
marshal, may within five days after receipt of such or­
der, appeal to the state fire marshal. If the state fire 
marshal confirms the order, the order shall remain in 
force. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-57-025, filed 12/8/77.] 
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WAC 212-57-030 Building construction. State fire 
marshal minimum standards of constructions are as 
follows: 

(1) Buildings not over two stories in height may be of 
any recognized construction type if maintained to the 
extent that the life safety features have not been 
minimized. 

(2) Buildings three stories in height shall be of at least 
one hour fire resistive construction. 
NOTE: The above limitations may be increased one 

story if the building is provided with complete 
automatic sprinkler protection. 

(3) Buildings over three stories in height shall be of 
fire-resistive construction. 

( 4) All vertical openings not serving as required exits 
shall be fire-stopped at each floor level. 

(5) Corridors above the second floor shall be one hour 
fire resistive construction unless the entire building is 
provided with automatic sprinkler protection. 

( 6) Second floor corridors shall be one-half hour 
rated unless provided with automatic sprinklers or direct, 
means of egress. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-57-030, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-57-035 Exiting. (1) All stairwells serving 
as required means of egress from floors above the second 
shall be enclosed and provide a continuous protected 
passageway to the outside. EXCEPTION: Unenclosed 
stairwells connecting not more than three floors may be 
allowed provided: 

(a) The building is of fire resistive construction; or 
(b) The building is equipped with complete automatic 

sprinkler protection; or 
(c) The building is equipped with an automatic smoke 

detection system in all means of egress and open areas. 
(2) All exit doors shall be openable from the inside 

without the use of keys or special knowledge. 
(3) Basements shall not be used for sleeping purposes 

unless provided with at least one exit directly to the out­
side or protected with an automatic sprinkler. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-57-035, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-57-040 Fire extinguishers. At least one 
approved fire extinguisher, suitable for fires in ordinary 
combustibles, shall be provided on each occupied floor 
level. Additional fire extinguishers may also be required 
due to area, travel distance, or special hazards. All ex­
tinguishers shall be properly maintained and staff mem­
bers instructed in their use. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
57-040, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-57-045 Fire alarm. Any building not 
equipped with an automatic smoke detection system in 
corridors and open areas or an automatic sprinkler sys­
tem throughout shall be provided with a manual fire 
alarm system. Sounding devices and pull stations shall 
be so arranged as to be accessible and audible from all 
sleeping areas. EXCEPTION: Not required in buildings 
three stories or less in height where each sleeping room 
has an exit directly to the outside. [Order FM-77-3, § 
212-57-045, filed 12/8/77.] 
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WAC 212-57-050 Hazardous areas and building 
service equipment. ( 1) Heating plants, hazardous areas 
and other occupancies within the building shall be pro­
tected or separated from sleeping areas. Separations 
shall have a fire resistance rating conforming to the 
general construction requirements of the building type 
unless automatic sprinkler protection for the particular 
hazard or area is provided. 

(2) Central heating plants and other fuel burning ap­
pliances shall be properly maintained and cleaned at 
frequent intervals. The surrounding area shall be kept 
free of rubbish and combustible storage. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-57-050, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-57-055 Fire prevention. (1) The local 
fire department shall be requested to make frequent in­
spections for fire hazards and unsafe conditions. 

(2) Flammable or combustible materials shall not be 
stored in the building except as required for operation of 
the group home. Materials so required shall be kept in 
locked cabinets or rooms not accessible to occupants. 

(3) All electrical devices and appliances shall be 
properly maintained and not overloaded. Extension cords 
shall not be used as permanent wiring. 

( 4) Combustible rubbish shall not be allowed to accu­
mulate and shall be removed from the building or stored 
in closed, metal containers. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-57-
055, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-57-060 Maintenance. Fire protection 
equipment installed within the facility shall be properly 
maintained. 

( 1) Fire extinguishers shall be maintained in accord­
ance with nationally recognized standards, and they 
shall be operationally ready for use at all times. 

(2) Protective signalling systems shall be tested at 
monthly intervals and a record of testing shall be main­
tained on the premises. 

(3) Automatic fire detection systems shall be tested at 
least annually by some person or agency qualified to ac­
complish the test and a record of testing shall be main­
tained on the premises. 

( 4) Fire doors, exit lights, corridor lighting, door 
latches and exit hardware shall be maintained opera­
tionally ready for use at all times. 

(5) Fire extinguishing systems installed in the building 
shall be maintained by some person or agency qualified 
to accomplish maintenance on the appropriate system, 
and a record of maintenance actions shall be maintained 
on the premises. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-57-060, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-57-065 Fire evacuation plan and staff 
training requirements. (1) A written emergency fire 
evacuation procedure shall be developed, identifying the 
actions to take by the person discovering a fire and the 
action taken by occupants of the building. The emer­
gency fire evacuation procedure shall include, but not 
necessarily be limited to, the following actions: 

(a) Initial steps to be taken upon discovering a fire. 
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(b) Method of sounding an alarm on the premises and 
steps to take in summoning the fire department. 

( c) Actions to take in confining or controlling incipi­
ent fire pending arrival of the fire department. 

( d) Actions to take for evacuation of the building and 
assuring the accountability of the occupants. 

(2) All occupants shall be instructed in emergency 
evacuation procedures. The procedures shall be tested at 
not less than monthly intervals by evacuation drill, as­
suring the procedures are properly executed in an expe­
ditious manner. Accomplishment of fire evacuation drills 
shall be recorded and a record maintained on the prem­
ises to validate accomplishment of drills. 

(3) The local fire department should be invited to 
witness fire evacuation drills, thereby assuring that the 
evacuation procedures are properly executed. 

(4) All members of the staff assigned to assure super­
visory and/ or child development training, shall be profi­
cient in the use of fire extinguishers installed on the 
premises. Frequent familiarization training in the use 
and handling of fire extinguishers is essential in main­
taining required degree of proficiency. Training in the 
use of fire extinguishers should take place at least twice 
each year. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-57-065, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-57-070 Separability. If any provision of 
this regulation or its application to any person is held 
invalid, the remainder of the regulation or the applica­
tion of the provision to other persons or circumstances is 
not affected. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-57-070, filed 
12/8/77.] 

Chapter 212-58 WAC 

GROUP HOME FOR DEVELOPMENTALLY 
DISABLED PERSONS, STANDARDS FOR FIRE 

PROTECTION 
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212-58-035 
212-58-040 
212-58-045 
212-58-050 
212-58-055 
212-58-060 
212-58-065 
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Compliance. 
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Building construction. 
Exiting. 
Fire extinguishers. 
Fire alarm. 
Hazardous areas and building service equipment. 
Fire prevention. 
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Separability. 

WAC 212-58-001 Purpose. The purpose of these 
standards are to identify the minimum fire and life 
safety requirements necessary to certify a group home 
for developmentally disabled persons. [Order FM-77-3, 
§ 212-58-001, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-58-005 Definitions. (1) "Adult", a per­
son eighteen years of age or older. 
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(2) "Child", a person under the age of eighteen years. 
( 3) "Building official", the person or agency a p­

pointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Building Code, adopted by reference by the 
State Building Code Act. 

( 4) "Fire official", the person or agency appointed by 
the governing body of each city, town or county for the 
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Fire 
Code, adopted by reference by the State Building Code 
Act. 

(5) "Group", a group is generally defined as six or 
more persons. 

( 6) A "group home for developmentally disabled per­
sons", means a residential facility capable of serving 
among others, a small number of mentally and/or phys­
ically handicapped individuals (maximum of twenty) 
who are able to participate in a variety of jobs, sheltered 
workshops, day care centers, activity centers, educational 
facilities and/or other community-based programs. A 
group home is usually a single dwelling, a series of 
apartments or other buildings with sound structure. 

(7) "Licensing agency", the licensing agency is the 
department of social and health services. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-58-005, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-58-010 Applicability. These standards 
apply to group homes for developmentally disabled per­
sons. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-58-010, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-58-015 Compliance. Group homes for 
developmentally disabled persons shall comply with the 
standards contained herein. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
58-015, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-58-020 Inspections and approvals. (1) 
All group homes for developmentally disabled persons 
shall comply with the applicable portions of the Uniform 
Building Code and the Uniform Fire Code as adminis­
tered and enforced by the local building and fire official. 

(2) The licensing agency, upon receipt of a request for 
certification or recertification of a group home for de­
velopmentally disabled persons may submit a request for 
inspection. The state fire marshal or his representative 
may accomplish an inspection of the facility to deter­
mine compliance, or continued compliance with these 
standards. Deficiencies noted may be identified, correc­
tive action specified and dates agreed upon for comple­
tion of required corrections. A reinspection may be 
accomplished to determine compliance. 

(3) Upon completion of the initial inspection or rein­
spection and the facility has been found to meet the re­
quirements set forth in this standard, the results of the 
inspection will be forwarded to the licensing agency. 

(4) Group homes for developmentally disabled persons 
failing to comply with the minimum fire and life safety 
requirements may be reported to the licensing agency. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-58-020, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-58-025 Right of appeal. Any person ag­
grieved by the requirements imposed by the state fire 
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marshal, may within five days after receipt of such or­
der, appeal to the state fire marshal. If the state fire 
marshal confirms the order, the order shall remain in 
force. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-58-025, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-58-030 Building construction. The mini­
mum standards necessary for the certification of a group 
home for developmentally disabled persons are as 
follows: 

(1) A one story building may be of any recognized 
construction type provided the building has been main­
tained to the extent that the fire and life safety features 
have not been minimized. 

(2) Buildings two stories in height shall be of at least 
one hour fire resistive construction. 

NOTE: The above limitations may be increased one 
story if the building is provided with complete automatic 
sprinkler protection. 

(3) Buildings over two stories in height shall be of 
fire-resistive construction. 

( 4) All vertical openings not serving as required exits 
shall be fire-stopped at each floor level. 

(5) Corridors above the first floor shall be one hour 
fire resistive construction unless the entire building is 
provided with automatic sprinkler protection or provided 
with direct exits from each sleeping room to the exterior. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-58-030, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-58-035 Exiting. (1) All stairwells serving 
as required means of egress shall be enclosed and pro­
vide a continuous protected passageway to the outside. 
EXCEPTION: Unenclosed stairwells connecting not 
more than two floors may be allowed provided: 

(a) The building is of fire resistive construction; or 
(b) The building is provided with automatic sprinkler 

protection; or 
(c) The building is provided with an automatic smoke 

detection system in all means of egress and open areas. 
(2) All floors above the first floor level subject to oc­

cupancy by ten or more persons shall have at least two 
exits, remote from each other, and so arranged that it is 
possible to go in either direction from any occupied area 
and reach S\lfety outside the building. 

(3) All floors subject to occupancy by persons unable 
to use stairs unassisted shall have at least one exit di­
rectly to ground level or to ramps leading to ground level 
unless the building is provided with automatic sprinkler 
protection. 

(4) All exit doors shall be openable from the inside 
without the use of keys or special knowledge. 

(5) Basements shall not be used for sleeping purposes 
unless provided with at least one exit directly to the out­
side or protected with an automatic sprinkler system. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-58-035, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-58-040 Fire extinguishers. At least one 
approved fire extinguisher, suitable for fires in ordinary 
combustibles, shall be provided on each occupied floor 
level. Additional fire extinguishers may also be required 
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due to area, travel distance, or special hazards. All ex­
tinguishers shall be properly maintained and staff mem­
bers instructed in their use. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
58-040, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-58-045 Fire alarm. (1) An approved 
manual fire alarm system shall be provided. Sounding 
devices and pull stations shall be so arranged as to be 
accessible and audible from all sleeping areas. Building 
subject to occupancy by persons with hearing handicaps 
shall also have visual alerting devices in addition to au­
dible devices. 

(2) Each sleeping room, unless the building is pro­
vided with automatic sprinkler protection, shall have 
smoke detection devices installed, connected so as to 
sound the alarm system in case of fire. [Order FM-77-
3, § 232-58-045 (codified as WAC 212-58-045), filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-58-050 Hazardous areas and building 
service equipment. ( 1) Heating plants, hazardous areas 
and other occupancies within the building shall be pro­
tected or separated from sleeping areas. Separations 
shall have a fire resistance rating conforming to the 
general construction requirements of the building type 
unless automatic sprinkler protection for the particular 
hazard or area is provided. 

(2) Central heating plants and other fuel burning ap­
pliances shall be properly maintained and cleaned at 
frequent intervals. The surrounding area shall be kept 
free of rubbish and combustible storage. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-58-050, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-58-055 Fire prevention. (1) The local 
fire department shall be requested to make frequent in­
spections for fire hazards and unsafe conditions. 

(2) Flammable or combustible material shall not be 
stored in the building except as required for operation of 
the facility. Materials so required shall be kept in locked 
cabinets or rooms not accessible to occupants. 

(3) All electrical devices and appliances shall be 
properly maintained and not overloaded. Extension cords 
shall not be used as permanent wiring. 

(4) Combustible rubbish shall not be allowed to accu­
mulate and shall be removed from the building or stored 
in closed metal containers. 

(5) Heating and cooking appliances and other open 
flame devices capable of igniting clothing shall not be 
left on, unattended or used in a manner which could re­
sult in accidental ignition of children's clothing. Candles 
will not be used. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-58-055, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-58-060 Maintenance. Fire protection 
equipment installed within the facility shall be properly 
maintained. 

(1) Fire extinguishers shall be maintained in accord­
ance with nationally recognized standards, and they 
shall be operationally ready for use at all times. 
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(2) Protective signalling systems shall be tested at 
monthly intervals and a record of testing shall be main­
tained on the premises. 

(3) Automatic fire detection systems shall be tested at 
least annually by some person or agency qualified to ac­
complish the test and a record of testing shall be main­
tained on the premises. 

( 4) Fire doors, exit lights, corridor lighting, door 
latches and exit hardware shall be maintained opera­
tionally ready for use at all times. 

(5) Fire extinguishing systems installed in the building 
shall be maintained by some person or agency qualified 
to accomplish maintenance on the appropriate system 
and a record of maintenance actions shall be maintained 
on the premises. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-58-060, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-58-065 Fire evacuation plan and staff 
training requirements. ( 1) A written emergency fire 
evacuation procedure shall be developed, identifying the 
actions to take by the person discovering a fire and the 
action taken by occupants of the building. The emer­
gency fire evacuation procedure shall include, but not 
necessarily be limited to the following actions: 

(a) Initial steps to be taken upon discovering a fire. 
(b) Method of sounding an alarm on the premises and 

steps to take in summoning the fire department. 
(c) Actions to take in confining or controlling incipi­

ent fire pending arrival of the fire department. 
(d) Actions to take for evacuation of the building and 

assuring the accountability of the occupants. 
(2) All occupants shall be instructed in emergency 

evacuation procedures. the procedures shall be tested at 
not less than monthly intervals by evacuation drill, as­
suring the procedures are properly executed in an expe­
ditious manner. Accomplishment of fire evacuation drills 
shall be recorded and a record maintained on the prem­
ises to validate accomplishment of drills. 

(3) The local fire department should be invited to 
witness fire evacuation drills, thereby assuring that the 
evacuation procedures are properly executed. 

(4) All members of the staff assigned to assure super­
visory and/or child development training, shall be profi­
cient in the use of fire extinguishers installed on the 
premises. Frequent familiarization training in the use 
and handling of fire extinguishers is essential in main­
taining required degree of proficiency. Training in the 
use of fire extinguishers should take place at least twice 
each year. [Order FM-77-3, § 1212-58-065, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-58-070 Separability. If any provision of 
this regulation or its application to any person is held 
invalid, the remainder of the regulation or the applica­
tion of the provision to other persons or circumstances is 
not affected. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-58-070, filed 
12/8/77.] 
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WAC 212-59-001 Purpose. The purpose of these 
standards are to identify the minimum levels of safety 
from fire necessary for obtaining state fire marshal _ap­
proval for a mini day care center for seven to twelve in a 
family abode. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-59-001, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-59-005 Definitions. (1) "Adult", a per­
son eighteen years of age or older. 

(2) "Child", a person under the age of eighteen years. 
( 3) "Building official", the person or agency a p­

pointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Building Code, adopted by reference by the 
State Building Code Act. 

( 4) "Fire official", the person or agency appointed by 
the governing body of each city, town or county for the 
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Fire 
Code, adopted by reference by the State Building Code 
Act. 

( 5) "Group", a group is generally defined as six or 
more persons. 

( 6) "Licensing agency", the licensing agency is the 
department of social and health services. 

(7) "Mini day care center", in a family abode means 
a day care center for seven through twelve children in 
the family abode of the person or persons under whose 
direct care and supervision the child is placed. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-59-005, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-59-010 Applicability. These standards 
apply to mini day care centers for seven through twelve 
children within the family abode of the licensee, which 
requires state fire marshal approval in accordance with 
chapter 74.15 RCW. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-59-010, 
filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-59-015 Compliance. Mini day care cen­
ters for seven through twelve children located in the 
family abode of the licensee, shall comply with the re­
quirements contained in these standards. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-59-015, filed 12/8/77.] 
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WAC 212-59-020 Inspections and approvals. ( 1) 
All mini day care centers located in family abodes shall 
comply with the applicable portions of the Uniform 
Building Code and the Uniform Fire Code as adminis­
tered and enforced by the local building and fire official. 

(2) The licensing agency, upon receipt of an applica­
tion for a license or at a point at least ninety days prior 
to the expiration date of the current license, shall submit 
to the state fire marshal a written request for inspection. 
The state fire marshal or his representative shall inspect 
the facility and provide a list of deficiencies (if arty), 
corrective action required, and agree upon a date for 
completion of required corrective action. A reinspection 
shall be accomplished on or about the date agreed upon, 
to determine compliance. 

(3) Upon completion of the inspection or reinspection, 
and the facility is found to be in compliance with this 
standard, a certificate of compliance shall be forwarded 
to the licensing agency. 

( 4) Child care agencies failing to comply with the 
minimum fire and life safety requirements shall be re­
ported to the licensing agency. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
59-020, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-59-025 Right of appeal. Any person ag­
grieved by the requirements imposed by the state fire 
marshal, may within five days after receipt of such or­
der, appeal to the state fire marshal. If the state fire 
marshal confirms the order, the order shall remain in 
force. [Order _FM-77-3, § 212-59-025, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-59-030 Building construction. The build­
ing may be of any recognized construction type permit­
ted for single or multi family residential occupancies. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-59-030, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-59-035 Exiting. (1) Infants and/or 
handicapped children unable to exit unassisted shall not 
occupy floors or basements not having at least one exit 
leading directly to ground level without having to tra­
verse stairways. 

(2) Every sleeping or napping room, unless provided 
with two separate doors or one door leading directly to 
the outside, shall have a window of sufficient size and 
free of obstructions to be readily available for emergency 
escape or rescue. EXCEPTION: Does not apply to cu­
bicles without doors and under continuous supervision. 

(3) Every occupied area shall have access to at least 
one exit which does not pass through rooms or spaces 
subject to being locked or blocked from the opposite 
side. 

( 4) No space shall be used for day care purposes 
which is accessible only by ladder, folding stairs or a 
trapdoor. 

(5) Every bathroom door lock shall be designed to 
permit the opening of the locked door from the outside 
in an emergency. 

( 6) Every closet door latch shall be such that children 
can open the door from inside the closet. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-59-035, filed 12/8/77.] 
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WAC 212-59-040 Fire extinguishers. At least one 
approved fire extinguisher suitable for use on fires in or­
dinary combustibles, shall be provided on each occupied 
floor level. Additional fire extinguishers may also be re­
quired due to area, travel distance or special hazards. 
All extinguishers shall be properly maintained and staff 
members instructed in their use. [Order FM-77-3, § 
212-59-040, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-59-045 Automatic fire detection. An ap­
proved single station smoke detector shall be provided, 
mounted on the ceiling or wall (within twelve inches of 
the ceiling) at a point centrally located in the corridor or 
area giving access to rooms used for sleeping purposes. 
Where sleeping rooms are located on an upper level, the 
detector shall be placed at the center of the ceiling di­
rectly above the stairway. Detection devices, when acti­
vated, shall provide an alarm. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
59-045, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-59-050 Fire prevention. (1) The local 
fire department shall be invited to visit the mini day care 
center at frequent intervals to become knowledgeable of 
the facility and to plan rescue and fire fighting 
procedures. 

(2) Flammable or combustible materials shall be 
stored away from exits and in areas not accessible to 
children. 

(3) Heating and cooking appliances, and other open 
flame devices capable of igniting clothing shall not be 
left on, unattended, or used in a manner which could re­
sult in accidental ignition of children's clothing. 

( 4) No stove or heater shall be so located as to block 
escape in CflSe of malfunction and ensuing fire. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-59-050, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-59-055 Maintenance. Fire protection 
equipment installed within the facility shall be properly 
maintained. 

( 1) Fire extinguishers shall be maintained in accord­
ance with nationally recognized standards, and they 
shall be operationally ready for use at all times. 

(2) Automatic fire detection devices shall be tested at 
least annually in accordance with manufacturers in­
structions and a record of testing shall be maintained on 
the premises. 

(3) Fire doors, exit lights, corridor lighting, door 
latches and exit hardware shall be maintained opera­
tionally ready for use at all times. [Order FM-77-3, § 
212-59-055, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-59-060 Fire evacuation plan and staff 
training requirements. ( 1) A written emergency fire 
evacuation procedure shall be developed, identifying the 
actions to take by the person discovering a fire, and the 
action taken by occupants of the building. The emer­
gency fire evacuation procedure shall include, but not 
necessarily be limited to, the following actions: 

(a) Initial steps to be taken upon discovering a fire. 
(b) Method of sounding an alarm on the premises, 

and steps to take in summoning the fire department. A 
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bell or whistle may be used within facilities not equipped 
with a fire alarm system. 

( c) Actions to take in confining or controlling incipi­
ent fire pending arrival of the fire department. 

(d) Actions to take for evacuation of the building and 
assuring the accountability of the occupants. 

(2) All occupants shall be instructed in emergency 
evacuation procedures. The procedures shall be tested at 
monthly intervals by evacuation drill, assuring the pro­
cedures are properly executed in an expeditious manner. 
Accomplishment of fire evacuation drills shall be re­
corded and a record maintained on the premises to vali­
date accomplishment of drills. 

(3) The local fire department should be invited to 
witness fire evacuation drills, thereby assuring that the 
evacuation procedures are properly executed. 

(4) All members of the staff assigned to assure super­
visory and/or .child development training, shall be profi­
cient in the use of fire extinguishers installed on the 
premises. Frequent familiarization training in the use 
and handling of fire extinguishers is essential in main­
taining required degree of proficiency. Training in the 
use of fire extinguishers should take place at least twice 
each year. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-59-060, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-59-065 Separability. If any provision of 
this regulation or its application to any person is held 
invalid, the remainder of the regulation or the applica­
tion of the provision to other persons or circumstances is 
not affected. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-59-065, filed 
12/8/77.] 

Chapter 212-60 WAC 

MINI DAY CARE CENTER OTHER THAN IN 
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PROTECTION 
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WAC 212-60-001 Purpose. The purpose of these 
standards are to identify the minimum levels of safety 
from fire necessary for obtaining state fire marshal ap­
proval for a mini day care center for one through twelve 
children located in other than the family abode of the 
licensee. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-60-001, filed 
12/8/77.] 
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WAC 212-60-005 Definitions. (1) "Adult", a per­
son eighteen years of age or older. 

(2) "Child", a person under the age of eighteen years. 
(3) "Building official", the person or agency ap­

pointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Fire Code, adopted by reference by the State 
Building Code Act. 

(4) "Fire official", the person or agency appointed by 
the governing body of each city, town or county for the 
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Fire 
Code, adopted by reference by the State Building Code 
Act. 

( 5) "Group", a group is generally defined as six or 
more persons. 

(6) "Licensing agency", the licensing agency is the 
department of social and health services. 

(7) "Mini day care center", means a day care center 
for the care of twelve or fewer children located in a fa­
cility other than the family abode of the person or per­
sons under whose direct care and supervision the child is 
placed. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-60-005, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-60-010 Applicability. These standards 
apply to mini day care centers for one through twelve 
children located in a facility other than the family abode 
of the licensee, which requires state fire marshal ap­
proval in accordance with chapter 74.15 RCW. [Order 
FM-77-3, § 212-60-010, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-60-015 Compliance. Mini day care cen­
ters for one through twelve children located in a facility 
other than the family abode of the licensee, shall comply 
with the requirements contained in these standards. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-60-015, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-60-020 Inspections and approvals. (1) 
All mini day care centers located other than in the fam­
ily abode shall comply with the applicable portions of 
the Uniform Building Code and the Uniform Fire Code 
as administered and enforced by the local building and 
fire official. 

(2) The licensing agency, upon receipt of an applica­
tion for a license, or at a point at least ninety days prior 
to the expiration date of the current license, shall submit 
to the state fire marshal, a written request for inspec­
tion. The state fire marshal or his representative shall 
inspect the facility and provide a list of deficiencies (if 
any), corrective action required, and agree upon a date 
for completion of required corrective action. A reinspec­
tion shall be accomplished on or about the date agreed 
upon, to determine compliance. 

(3) Upon completion of the inspection or reinspection 
and the facility is found to be in compliance with this 
standard, a certificate of compliance shall be forwarded 
to the licensing agency. 

( 4) Child care agencies failing to comply with the 
minimum fire and life safety requirements shall be re­
ported to the licensing agency. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
60-020, filed 12/8/77.] 
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WAC 212-60-025 Right of appeal. Any person ag­
grieved by the requirements imposed by the state fire 
marshal, may within five days after receipt of such or­
der, appeal to the state fire marshal. If the state fire 
marshal confirms the order, the order shall remain in 
force. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-60-025, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-60-030 Building construction. (1) State 
fire marshal minimum standards of construction are as 
follows: 

(a) The building may be of any recognized construc­
tion type provided the building has been maintained to 
the extent that the fire and life safety features have not 
been minimized. 

(b) Buildings three stories in height shall be of at least 
one hour fire resistive construction. 

( c) Buildings over three stories in height shall be of 
fire resistive construction. 

NOTE 1: The above limitations may be increased one 
story if the building is provided with com­
plete automatic sprinkler protection. 

NOTE 2: Building limitations apply only to the upper­
most floor used for day care purposes. 

(2) All vertical openings not serving as required exits 
shall be fire-stopped at each floor level. 

(3) Second floor corridors shall be one-half hour fire 
resistive construction unless provided with automatic 
sprinklers, or automatic smoke detection, or, direct 
means of egress from each occupied room to the outside 
of the building. 

( 4) Corridors above the second floor shall be one hour 
fire resistive construction unless the entire building is 
provided with automatic sprinkler protection. 

(5) Infants and/or handicapped children shall not oc­
cupy floors above the second unless the building is of fire 
resistive construction or provided with complete auto­
matic sprinkler protection. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-60-
030, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-60-035 Exiting. ( 1) All exit doors shall 
be openable from the inside without the use of keys or 
special knowledge. 

(2) All stairwells serving as required means of egress 
from floors above the second shall be enclosed and pro­
vide a continuous protected passageway to the outside. 
EXCEPTION: Unenclosed stairwells connecting not 
more than three floors may be allowed if: 

(a) The building is of fire resistive construction; or 
(b) Provided with automatic sprinkler protection; or 
( c) Provided with smoke detectors in all means of 

egress and open areas. 
(3) All floors subject to occupancy by ten or more 

persons·, or by infants and/or handicapped children, shall 
have at least two exits remote from each other, and so 
arranged that it is possible to go in either direction from 
any occupied area and reach safety outside the building. 
EXCEPTION: Does not apply to rooms exiting directly 
to the outside. 
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( 4) Basements shall not be used for day care purposes 
unless provided with at least one exit directly to the out­
side or protected with an automatic sprinkler system. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-60-035, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-60-040 Fire extinguishers. At least one 
approved fire extinguisher suitable for use on fires in or­
dinary combustibles shall be provided on each occupied 
floor level. Additional fire extinguishers may also be re­
quired due to area, travel distance or special hazards. 
All extinguishers shall be properly maintained and staff 
members instructed in their use. [Order FM-77-3, § 
212-60-040, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-60-045 Fire alarm. An approved manual 
fire alarm system shall be provided if more than one 
floor level is used for day care purposes, and the size, 
arrangement and occupancy of the building is such that 
a fire would not in itself give adequate warning for all to 
escape. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-60-045, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-60-050 Hazardous areas and building 
service equipment. (1) Heating plants, hazardous areas 
and other occupancies within the building shall be pro­
tected or separated from the day care portion. Separa­
tions shall have a fire resistance rating conforming to the 
general construction requirements of the building type 
unless automatic sprinkler protection for the particular 
hazard or area is provided. 

(2) Central heating plants and other fuel burning ap­
pliances shall be properly maintained and cleaned at 
frequent intervals. The surrounding area shall be kept 
free of rubbish and combustible storage. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-60-050, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-60-055 Fire prevention. ( 1) The local 
fire department shall be requested to make frequent in­
spections for fire hazards and unsafe conditions. 

(2) Flammable or combustible materials shall not be 
stored in the building, except as required for operation 
of the day care facility. Materials so required shall be 
kept in locked cabinets or rooms not accessible to 
children. 

(3) All electrical circuits, devices and appliances shall 
be properly maintained and not overloaded. Extension 
cords shall not be used as permanent wiring. 

( 4) Combustible rubbish shall not be allowed to accu­
mulate and shall be removed from the building or stored 
in closed, metal containers. 

(5) Heating and cooking appliances and other open 
flame devices capable of igniting clothing shall not be 
left on, unattended or used in a manner which could re­
sult in an accidental ignition of children's clothing. Can­
dles will not be used. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-60-055, 
filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-60-060 Maintenance. Fire protection 
equipment installed within the facility shall be properly 
maintained. 
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( 1) Fire extinguishers shall be maintained in accord­
ance with nationally recognized standards, and they 
shall be operationally ready for use at all times. 

(2) Protective signalling systems shall be tested at 
monthly intervals and a record of testing shall be main­
tained on the premises. 

(3) Automatic fire detection systems shall be tested at 
least annually by some person or agency qualified to ac­
complish the test and a record of testing shall be main­
tained on the premises. 

( 4) Fire doors, exit lights, corridor lighting, door 
latches and exit hardware shall be maintained opera­
tionally ready for use at all times. 

(5) Fire extinguishing systems installed in the building 
shall be maintained by some person or agency qualified 
to accomplish maintenance on the appropriate system, 
and a record of maintenance actions shall be maintained 
on the premises. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-60-060, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-60-065 Fire evacuation plan and staff 
training requirements. (1) A written emergency fire 
evacuation procedure shall be developed, identifying the 
actions to take by the person discovering a fire, and the 
action taken by occupants of the building. The emer­
gency fire evacuation procedure shall include, but not 
necessarily be limited to, the following actions: 

(a) Initial steps to be taken upon discovering a fire. 
(b) Method of sounding an alarm on the premises, 

and steps to take in summoning the fire department. 
( c) Actions to take in confining or controlling incipi­

ent fire pending arrival of the fire department. 
(d) Actions to take for evacuation of the building and 

assuring the accountability of the occupants. 
(2) All occupants shall be instructed in emergency 

evacuation procedures. The procedures shall be tested at 
not less than monthly intervals by evacuation drill, as­
suring the procedures are properly executed in an expe­
ditious manner. Accomplishment of fire evacuation drills 
shall be recorded and a record maintained on the prem­
ises to validate accomplishment of drills. 

(3) The local fire department should be invited to 
witness fire evacuation drills, thereby assuring that the 
evacuation procedures are properly executed. 

( 4) All members of the staff assigned to assure super­
visory and/or child development training, shall be profi­
cient in the use of fire extinguishers installed on the 
premises. Frequent familiarization training in the use 
and handling of fire extinguishers is essential in main­
taining required degree of proficiency. Training in the 
use of fire extinguishers should take place at least twice 
each year. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-60-065, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-60-070 Separability. If any provision of 
this regulation or its application to any person is held 
invalid, the remainder of the regulation or the applica­
tion of the provision to other persons or circumstances is 
not affected. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-60-070, filed 
12/8/77.] 
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WAC 212-61-001 Purpose. The purpose of these 
standards is to identify the minimum levels of safety 
from fire necessary for obtaining state fire marshal ap­
proval for day care centers located within a family 
abode. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-61-001, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-61-005 Definitions. (1) "Adult", a per­
son eighteen years of age or older. 

(2) "Child", a person under the age of eighteen years. 
( 3) "Building official", the person or agency a p­

pointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Building Code, adopted by reference by the 
State Building Code Act. 

( 4) "Day care center", means an agency which pro­
vides care for a group of thirteen or more children for 
periods of less than twenty-four hours. 

(5) "Fire official", the person or agency appointed by 
the governing body of each city, town or county for the 
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Fire 
Code, adopted by reference by the the State Building 
Code Act. 

(6) "Group", a group is generally defined as six or 
more persons. 

(7) "Licensing agency", the licensing agency is the 
department of social and health services. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-61-005, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-61-010 Applicability. These standards 
apply to day care centers located within the family 
abode of the licensee, which requires state fire marshal 
approval in accordance with chapter 74.15 RCW. [Or­
der FM-77-3, § 212-61-010, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-61-015 Compliance. Day care centers lo­
cated within the family abode of the licensee shall com­
ply with the requirements contained in these standards. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-61-015, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-61-020 Inspections and approvals. (1) 
All day care centers located in family abodes shall com­
ply with the applicable portions of the Uniform Building 
Code and Uniform Fire Code as administered and en­
forced by the local building and fire official. 
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(2) The licensing agency, upon receipt of an applica­
tion for a license or at a point at least ninety days prior 
to the expiration date of the current license, shall submit 
to the state fire marshal a written request for inspection. 
The state fire marshal or his representative shall inspect 
the facility and provide a list of deficiencies (if any), 
corrective action required, and agree upon a date for 
completion of required corrective action. A reinspection 
shall be accomplished on or about the date agreed upon 
to determine compliance. 

(3) Upon completion of the inspection or reinspection 
and the facility is found to be in compliance with this 
standard, a certificate of compliance shall be forwarded 
to the licensing agency. 

(4) Child care agencies failing to comply with the 
minimum fire and life safety requirements shall be re­
ported to the licensing agency. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
61-020, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-61-025 Right of appeal. Any person ag­
grieved by the requirements imposed by the state fire 
marshal, may within five days after receipt of such or­
der, appeal to the state fire marshal. If the state fire 
marshal confirms the order, the order shall remain in 
force. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-61-025, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-61-030 Building construction. The build­
ing may be of any recognized construction type permit­
ted for single family or multi family residential 
occupancies. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-61-030, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-61-035 Exiting. ( 1) Second floors sub­
ject to occupancy by ten or more persons shall not be 
used for day care purposes unless provided with at least 
one exit leading directly to the exterior, exiting at 
ground level or opening onto a ramp, passageway or 
stairway which terminates at ground level. 

(2) Third floors shall not be used for day care pur­
poses and shall be suitably barricaded or locked to pre­
vent entry of children. 
NOTE: The above limitation may be waived, if the 

building is provided with complete automatic 
sprinkler protection. 

(3) Basements shall not be used for day care purposes 
unless provided with at least one exit leading directly to 
the exterior. 

(4) Infants and/or handicapped children, unable to 
exit unassisted, shall not occupy floors or basements not 
having at least one exit leading directly to ground level 
without having to traverse stairways. 

(5) Every sleeping or napping room, unless provided 
with two separate doors, or one door leading directly to 
the outside, shall have a window of sufficient size and 
free of obstruction to be readily available for emergency 
escape or rescue. EXCEPTION: Does not apply to cu­
bicles without doors and subject to continuous 
supervision. 

(6) Every occupied area shall have access to at least 
one exit which does not pass through rooms or spaces 
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subject to being locked or blocked from the opposite 
side. 

(7) No space shall be used for day care purposes 
which is accessible only by ladder, folding stairs or a 
trapdoor. 

(8) Every bathroom door lock shall be designed to 
permit the opening of the locked door from the outside 
in an emergency. 

(9) Every closet door latch shall be such that children 
can open the door from inside the closet. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-61-035, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-61-040 Fire extinguishers. At least one 
approved fire extinguisher suitable for use on fires in or­
dinary combustibles, shall be provided on each occupied 
floor level. Additional fire extinguishers may also be re­
quired due to area, travel distance or special hazards. 
All extinguishers shall be properly maintained and staff 
members instructed in their use. [Order FM-77-3, § 
212-61-040, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-61-045 Fire alarm. An approved manual 
fire alarm system shall be provided in all homes housing 
fifty or more children, or where the day care center is on 
more than one floor level. Sounding devices and pull 
stations shall be so arranged as to be accessible and au­
dible from all occupied areas. Homes housing less than 
fifty children all on one floor level may be required to 
provide a fire alarm system, if the size, arrangement, or 
occupancy is such that a fire would not give adequate 
warning for all to escape. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-61-
045, filed 12/8/77.] · 

WAC 212-61-050 Fire prevention. (1) The local 
fire department shall be requested to visit the day care 
center at frequent intervals to become knowledgeable of 
the facility and to plan rescue and fire fighting 
procedures. 

(2) Central heating plants shall be properly main­
tained free of lint, grease and rubbish accumulations, 
and suitably isolated, enclosed or protected so as to not 
present a fire hazard to the home or occupants. 

(3) No stove or heater shall be so located as to block 
escape in case of malfunction and ensuing fire. Flamma­
ble or combustible materials shall be stored away from 
exits and in areas not accessible to children. 

( 4) Heating and cooking appliances, and other open 
flame devices capable of igniting clothing shall not be 
left on, unattended or used in a manner which could re­
sult in accidental ignition of children's clothing. Candles 
will not be used. 

(5) All electrical circuits, devices and appliances shall 
be properly maintained and not overloaded. Extension 
cords shall not be used as permanent wiring. 

(6) Combustible rubbish shall not be allowed to accu­
mulate and shall be removed from the building or stored 
in closed, metal containers. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-61-
050, filed 12/8/77.] 
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WAC 212-61-055 Maintenance. Fire protection 
equipment installed within the facility shall be properly 
maintained. 

( 1) Fire extinguishers shall be maintained in accord­
ance with nationally recognized standards, and they 
shall be operationally ready for use at all times. 

(2) Protective signalling systems shall be tested at 
monthly intervals and a record of testing shall be main­
tained on the premises. 

(3) Automatic fire detection systems shall be tested at 
least annually by some person or agency qualified to ac­
complish the test and a record of testing shall be main­
tained on the premises. 

( 4) Fire doors, exit lights, corridor lighting, door 
latches and exit hardware shall be maintained opera­
tionally ready for use at all times. 

(5) Fire extinguishing systems installed in a building 
shall be maintained by some person or agency qualified 
to accomplish maintenance on the appropriate system, 
and a record of maintenance actions shall be maintained 
on the premises. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-61-055, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-61-060 Fire evacuation plan and staff 
training requirements. ( 1) A written emergency fire 
evacuation procedure shall be developed, identifying the 
actions to take by the person discovering a fire, and the 
action taken by occupants of the building. The emer­
gency fire evacuation procedure shall include, but not 
necessarily be limited to, the following actions: 

(a) Initial steps to be taken upon discovering a fire. 
(b) Method of sounding an alarm on the premises, 

and steps to take in summoning the fire department. 
( c) Actions to take in confining or controlling incipi­

ent fire pending arrival of the fire department. 
(d) Actions to take for evacuation of the. building and 

assuring the accountability of the occupants. 
(2) All occupants shall be instructed in emergency 

evacuation procedures. The procedures shall be tested at 
not less than monthly intervals by evacuation drill, as­
suring the procedures are properly executed in an expe­
ditious manner. Accomplishment of fire evacuation drills 
shall be recorded and a record maintained on the prem­
ises to validate accomplishment of drills. 

(3) The local fire department should be invited to 
witness fire evacuation drills, thereby assuring that the 
evacuation procedures are properly executed. 

(4) All members of the staff assigned to assure super­
visory and/or child development training, shall be profi­
cient in the use qf fire extinguishers installed on the 
premises. Frequent familiarization training in the use 
and handling of fire extinguishers is essential in main­
taining required degree of proficiency. Training in the 
use of fire extinguishers should take place at least twice 
each year. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-61-060, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-61-065 Separability. If any provision of 
this regulation or its application to any person is held 
invalid, the remainder of the regulation or the applica­
tion of the provision to other persons or circumstances is 
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not affected. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-61-065, filed 
12/8/77.] 

Chapter 212-62 WAC 

DAY CARE CENTER AND DAY TREATMENT 
PROGRAM OTHER THAN IN FAMILY ABODE, 

STANDARDS FOR FIRE PROTECTION 

WAC 
212-62-001 
212-62-005 
212-62-010 
212-62-015 
212-62-020 
212-62-025 
212-62-030 
212-62-035 
212-62-040 
212-62-045 
212-62-050 
212-62-055 
212-62-060 
212-62-065 
212-62-070 

Purpose. 
Definitions. 
Applicability. 
Compliance. 
Inspections and approvals. 
Right of appeal. 
Building construction. 
Exiting. 
Fire extinguishers. 
Fire alarm. 
Hazardous areas and building service equipment. 
Fire prevention. 
Maintenance. 
Fire evacuation plan and staff training requirements. 
Separability. 

WAC 212-62-001 Purpose. The purpose of these 
standards is to identify the minimum levels of safety 
from fire for obtaining state fire marshal approval for 
day care center and day treatment program, where the 
agency is located within a facility other than the family 
abode of the licensee. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-62--001, 
filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-62-005 Definitions. ( 1) ''Adult", a per­
son eighteen years of age or older. 

(2) "Child", a person under the age of eighteen years. 
(3) "Building official", the person or agency ap­

pointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Building Code, adopted by reference by the 
State Building Code Act. 

(4) "Day care center," means an agency which pro­
vides care for a group of thirteen or more children for 
periods of less than twenty-four hours. 

(5) "Day treatment program," means an agency 
which provides care, supervision and appropriate thera­
peutic and educational services during part of the 
twenty-four hour day for a group of persons under the 
age of eighteen years. 

( 6) "Fire official", the person or agency appointed by 
the governing body of each city, town or county for the 
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Fire 
Code, adopted by reference by the State Building Code 
Act. 

(7) "Group", a group is generally defined as six or 
more persons. 

(8) "Licensing agency", the licensing agency is the 
department of social and health services. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-62-005, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-62-010 Applicability. These standards 
apply to day care centers and day treatment programs, 
located in a facility other than the family abode of the 
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licensee, which require state fire marshal approval in 
accordance with chapter 74.15 RCW. [Order FM-77-3, 
§ 212-62-010, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-62-015 Compliance. Each day care cen­
ter or day treatment program, located in a facility other 
than in the family abode of the licensee, shall comply 
with the requirements contained in these standards. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-62-015, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-62-020 Inspections and approvals. (1) 
All day care centers and day treatment programs located 
other than in family abodes shall comply with the appli­
cable portions of the Uniform Building Code and Uni­
form Fire Code as administered and enforced by the 
local building and fire official. 

(2) The licensing agency, upon receipt of an applica­
tion for a license, or at a point at least ninety days prior 
to the expiration date of the current license, shall submit 
to the state fire marshal a written request for inspection. 
The state fire marshal or his representative shall inspect 
the facility and provide a list of deficiencies (if any), 
corrective action required, and agree upon a date for 
completion of required corrective action. A reinspection 
shall be accomplished on or about the date agreed upon 
to determine compliance. 

(3) Upon completion of the inspection or reinspection 
and the facility is found to be in compliance with this 
standard, a certificate of compliance shall be forwarded 
to the licensing agency. 

( 4) Child care agencies failing to comply with the 
minimum fire and life safety requirements shall be re­
ported to the licensing agency. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
62-020, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-62-025 Right of appeal. Any person ag­
grieved by the requirements imposed by the state fire 
marshal, may within five days after receipt of such or­
der, appeal to the state fire marshal. If the state fire 
marshal confirms the order, the order shall remain in 
force. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-62-025, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-62-030 Building construction. State fire 
marshal minimum standards of construction are as 
follows: 

( 1) The building may be of any recognized construc­
t_ion type provided the building has been maintained to 
the extent that the fire and life safety features have not 
been minimized. 

(2) Buildings two stories in height must be of at least 
one hour fire resistive construction. 

(3) Buildings over two stories in height must be of fire 
resistive construction. 

NOTE 1: Above limitation in (2) may be increased 
one story if the building is provided with 
complete automatic sprinkler protection. 

NOTE 2: Building limitations apply only to the upper­
most floor used for day care purposes. 

( 4) Infants and/or handicapped children shall not oc­
cupy floors above the first, unless the building is of fire 
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resistive construction or provided with complete auto­
matic sprinkler protection. 

(5) All vertical openings not serving as required exits 
shall be fire-stopped at each floor level. 

( 6) Corridors shall be one hour fire resistive construc­
tion unless the building is provided with automatic 
sprinkler protection or each room occupied for day care 
purposes has a direct exit to the outside. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-62-030, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-62-035 Exiting. (1) All exit doors from 
the building shall swing in the direction of egress and be 
openable from the inside without the use of keys or spe­
cial knowledge. 

(2) All floors used for day care purposes shall have at 
least two exits, remote from each other, and so arranged 
that it is possible to go in either direction from any oc­
cupied area and reach safety outside the building. 

(3) All stairwells serving as required means of egress 
shall be enclosed and provide a continuous protected 
passageway to the outside. EXCEPTION: Stairwells 
connecting not more than two floors may be allowed, 
provided: 

(a) Building is provided with automatic sprinkler pro­
tection throughout; or 

(b) Building is equipped with smoke detectors in all 
open areas and means of egress. 

(4) Basements shall not be used for day care purposes 
unless provided with at least one exit directly to the out­
side or protected with an automatic sprinkler system. 

(5) All exit passageways above the first floor shall be 
illuminated at all times of occupancy. Illumination, 
where by other than natural light, shall be provided with 
a reliable power source to preclude failure in an emer­
gency, either by way of an independent circuit or self­
contained battery powered lights, so arranged that they 
will function automatically in case of failure of the nor­
mal lighting. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-62-035, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-62-040 Fire extinguishers. At least one 
approved fire extinguisher suitable for use on fires in or­
dinary combustibles shall be provided on each occupied 
floor level. Additional fire extinguishers may also be re­
quired due to area, travel distance or special hazards. 
All extinguishers shall be properly maintained and staff 
members instructed in their use. [Order FM-77-3, § 
212-62-040, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-62-045 Fire alarm. An approved manu­
ally operated fire alarm system shall be provided when 
the license occupant load is fifty or more children. 
EXCEPTION: A fire alarm system will not be required 
if the fallowing conditions exist: 

(a) The licensed occupant load is less than fifty chil­
dren, and 

(b) Day care facility is limited to ground floor, and 
(c) Each day care space has a direct exit to the out­

side at ground level. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-62-045, 
filed 12/8/77.] 
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WAC 212-62-050 Hazardous areas and building 
service equipment. (1) Heating plants, hazardous areas 
and other occupancies within the building shall be pro­
tected or separated from the day care portion. Separa­
tions shall have a fire resistance rating conforming to the 
general construction requirements of the building type 
unless automatic sprinkler protection for the particular 
hazard or area is provided. 

(2) Central heating plants and other fuel burning ap­
pliances shall be properly maintained and cleaned at 
frequent intervals. The surrounding area shall be kept 
free of rubbish and combustible storage. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-62-050, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-62-055 Fire prevention. (1) The local 
fire department shall be requested to make frequent in­
spections for fire hazards and unsafe conditions. 

(2) Flammable or combustible materials shall not be 
stored in the building except as required for operation of 
the day care facility. Materials so required shall be kept 
in locked cabinets or rooms not accessible to children. 

(3) All electrical circuits, devices and appliances shall 
be properly maintained and not overloaded. Extension 
cords shall not be used as permanent wiring. 

(4) Combustible rubbish shall not be allowed to accu­
mulate and shall be removed from the building or stored 
in closed, metal containers. 

(5) Heating and cooking appliances and other open 
flame devices capable of igniting clothing shall not be 
left on, unattended or used in a manner which could re­
sult in accidental ignition of children's clothing. Candles 
shall not be used. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-62-055, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-62-060 Maintenance. Fire protection 
equipment installed within the facility shall be properly 
maintained. 

( 1) Fire extinguishers shall be maintained in accord­
ance with nationally recognized standards, and they 
shall be operationally ready for use at all times. 

(2) Protective signalling systems shall be tested at 
monthly intervals and a record of testing shall be main­
tained on the premises. 

(3) Automatic fire detection systems shall be tested at 
least annually by some person or agency qualified to ac­
complish the test and a record of testing shall be main­
tained on the premises. 

( 4) Fire doors, exit lights, corridor lighting, door 
latches and exit hardware shall be maintained opera­
tionally ready for use at all times. 

(5) Fire extinguishing systems installed in the building 
shall be maintained by some person or agency qualified 
to accomplish maintenance on the appropriate system, 
and a record of maintenance actions shall be maintained 
on the premises. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-62-060, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-62-065 Fire ev~cuation plan and staff 
training requirements. (1) A written emergency fire 
evacuation procedure shall be developed, identifying the 
actions to take by the person discovering a fire, and the 
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action taken by occupants of the building. The emer­
gency fire evacuation procedure shall include, but not 
necessarily be limited to the following actions: 

(a) Initial steps to be taken upon discovering a fire. 
(b) Method of sounding an alarm on the premises, 

and steps to take in summoning the fire department. 
( c) Actions to take in confining or controlling incipi­

ent fire pending arrival of the fire department. 
(d) Actions to take for evacuation of the building and 

assuring the accountability of the occupants. 
(2) All occupants shall be instructed in emergency 

evacuation procedures. The procedures shall be tested at 
not less than monthly intervals by evacuation drill, as­
suring the procedures are properly executed in an expe­
ditious manner. Accomplishment of fire evacuation drills 
shall be recorded and a record maintained on the prem­
ises to validate accomplishment of drills. 

(3) The local fire department should be invited to 
witness fire evacuation drills, thereby assuring the evac­
uation procedures are properly executed. 

(4) All members of the staff assigned to assure super­
visory and/or child development training, shall be profi­
cient in the use of fire extinguishers installed on· the 
premises. Frequent familiarization training in the use 
and handling of fire extinguishers is essential in main­
taining required degree of proficiency. Training in the 
use of fire extinguishers should take place at least twice 
each year. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-62-065, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-62-070 Separability. If any provision of 
this regulation or its application to any person is held 
invalid, the remainder of the regulation or the applica­
tion of the provision to other persons or circumstances is 
not affected. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-62-070, filed 
12/8/77.] 

Chapter 212-63 WAC 

CHILD CARE INSTITUTIONS, ST AND ARDS FOR 
FIRE PROTECTION 
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212-63--060 
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Fire extinguishers. 
Fire alarm. 
Hazardous areas and building service equipment. 
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Separability. 

WAC 212-63-001 Purpose. The purpose of these 
standards is to identify the minimum levels of safety 
from fire necessary for obtaining state fire marshal ap­
proval for child care institutions. [Order FM-77-3, § 
212-63-001, filed 12/8/77.] 
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WAC 212-63-005 Definitions. Definitions of spe­
cific child care agencies is contained within each cate­
gory of agency, hereafter indicated, and subject to 
evaluation by the state fire marshal. 

( 1) "Adult", a person eighteen years of age or older. 
(2) "Child", a person under the age of eighteen years. 
(3) "Child care institution", means an agency which 

operates and maintains a group care facility on a 
twenty-four hour basis for the care of a group of eleven 
or more persons under the age of eighteen years (includ­
ing minor children of staff residing on the premises). 

(4) "Building official", the person or agency ap­
pointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Building Code, adopted by reference by the 
State Building Code Act. 

( 5) "Fire official", the person or agency appointed by 
the governing body of each city, town or county for the 
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Building 
Code, adopted by reference by the State Building Code 
Act. 

( 6) "Group", a group is generally defined as six or 
more persons. 

(7) "Licensing agency", the licensing agency is the 
department of social and health services. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-63-005, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-63-010 Applicability. These standards 
apply to child care institutions requiring state fire mar­
shal approval for licensing, in accordance with chapter 
74.15 RCW. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-010 (codified as 
WAC 212-63-010), filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-63-015 Compliance. Each child institu­
tion subject to approval by the state fire marshal, shall 
comply with the requirements contained in these stand­
ards. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-63-015, filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-63-020 Inspections and approvals. (1) 
All child care institutions shall comply with the applica­
ble portions of the Uniform Building Code and Uniform 
Fire Code as administered and enforced by the local 
building and fire officials. 

(2) The licensing agency, upon receipt of an applica­
tion for a license or at a point at least ninety days prior 
to the expiration date of the current license, shall submit 
to the state fire marshal a written request for inspection. 
The state fire marshal or his representative shall inspect 
the facility and provide a list of deficiencies (if any), 
corrective action required, and agree upon a date for 
completion of required corrective action. A reinspection 
shall be accomplished on or about the date agreed upon, 
to determine compliance. 

(3) Upon completion of the inspection or reinspection 
and the facility is found to be in compliance with this 
standard, a certificate of compliance shall be forwarded 
to the licensing agency. 

(4) Child care agencies failing to comply with the 
minimum fire and life safety requirements shall be re­
ported to the licensing agency. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
63-020, filed 12/8/77.) 
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WAC 212-63-025 Right of appeal. Any person ag­
grieved by the requirements imposed by the state fire 
marshal, may within five days after receipt of such or­
der, appeal to the state fire marshal. If the state fire 
marshal confirms the order, the order shall remain in 
force. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-63-025, filed 12/8/77.) 

WAC 212-63-030 Building construction. State fire 
marshal minimum standards of construction are as 
follows: 

(1) A one story building may be of any recognized 
construction type provided the building has been main­
tained to the extent that the fire and life safety feature 
have not been minimized. 

(2) Buildings two stories in height shall be of at least 
one hour fire resistive construction. 

NOTE 1: The above limitations may be increased one 
story if the building is provided with com­
plete automatic sprinkler protection. 

(3) Buildings over two stories in height shall be of fire 
resistive construction. 

(4) All vertical openings not serving as required exits 
shall be fire-stopped at each floor level. 

(5) Corridors above the first floor shall be one hour 
fire resistive construction unless the entire building is 
provided with automatic sprinkler protection or provided 
with direct exits from each sleeping room to the exterior. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-63-030, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-63-035 Exiting. (1) All stairwells serving 
as required means of egress shall be enclosed and pro­
vide a continuous protected passageway to the outside. 
EXCEPTION: Unenclosed stairwells connecting not 
more than two floors may be allowed provided: 

(a) The building is of fire resistive construction; or 
(b) The building is provided with automatic sprinkler 

protection; or 
(c) The building is equipped with an automatic smoke 

detection system in all means of egress and open areas. 
(2) All floors above the first floor level subject to oc­

cupancy by ten or more persons shall have at least two 
exits, remote from each other, and so arranged that it is 
possible to go in either direction from any occupied area 
and reach safety outside the building. 

(3) All exit doors shall be openable from the inside 
without the use of keys or special knowledge. 

( 4) Basements shall not be used for sleeping purposes 
unless provided with at least one exit directly to the out­
side or protected with an automatic sprinkler system. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-63-035, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-63-040 Fire extinguishers. At least one 
approved fire extinguisher, suitable for fires in ordinary 
combustibles, shall be provided on each occupied floor 
level. Additional fire extinguishers may also be required 
due to area, travel distance, or special hazards. All ex­
tinguishers shall be properly maintained and staff mem­
bers instructed in their use. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
63-040, filed 12/8/77.) 
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WAC 212-63-045 Fire alarm. An approved manual 
fire alarm system shall be provided. Sounding devices 
and pull stations shall be so arranged as to be accessible 
and audible from all sleepil}g areas. EXCEPTION: Not 
required in buildings three stories or less in height where 
each sleeping room has an exit directly to the outside. 
[Order FM-77-3, § 212-63-045, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-63-050 Hazardous areas and building 
service equipment. (1) Heating plants, hazardous areas 
and other occupancies within the building shall be pro­
tected or separated from sleeping areas. Separations 
shall have a fire resistance rating conforming to the 
general construction requirements of the building type 
unless automatic sprinkler protection for the particular 
hazard or area is provided. 

(2) Central heating plants and other fuel burning ap­
pliances shall be properly maintained and cleaned at 
frequent intervals. The surrounding area shall be kept 
free of rubbish and combustible storage. [Order FM-
77-3, § 212-63-050, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-63-055 Fire prevention. ( 1) The local 
fire department shall be requested to make frequent in­
spections for fire hazards and unsafe conditions. 

(2) Flammable or combustible materials shall not be 
stored in the building except as required for operation of 
the child care institution. Materials so required shall be 
kept in locked cabinets and not accessible to occupants. 

(3) All electrical devices and appliances shall be 
properly maintained and not overloaded. Extension cords 
shall not be used as permanent wiring. 

(4) Combustible rubbish shall not be allowed to accu­
mulate and shall be removed from the building or stored 
in closed, metal containers. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-63-
055, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-63-060 Maintenance. Fire protection 
equipment installed within the facility shall be properly 
maintained. 

(1) Fire extinguishers shall be maintained in accord­
ance with nationally recognized standards, and they 
shall be operationally ready for use at all times. 

(2) Protective signalling systems shall be tested at 
monthly intervals and a record of testing shall be main­
tained on the premises. 

(3) Automatic fire detection systems shall be tested at 
least annually by some person or agency qualified to ac­
complish the test and a record of testing shall be main­
tained on the premises. 

( 4) Fire doors, exit lights, corridor lighting, door 
latches and exit hardware shall be maintained opera­
tionally ready for use at all times. 

(5) Fire extinguishing systems installed in the building 
shall be maintained by some person or agency qualified 
to accomplish maintenance on. the appropriate system, 
and a record of maintenance actions shall be maintained 
on the premises. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-63-060, filed 
12/8/77.] 
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WAC 212-63-065 Fire evacuation plan and staff 
training requirements. (1) A written emergency fire 
evacuation procedure shall be developed, identifying the 
actions to take by the person discovering a fire and the 
action taken by occupants of the building. The emer­
gency fire evacuation procedure shall include, but not 
necessarily be limited to the following actions: 

(a) Initial steps to be taken upon discovering a fire. 
(b) Method of sounding an alarm on the premises and 

steps to take in summoning the fire department. 
( c) Actions to take in confining or controlling incipi­

ent fire pending arrival of the fire department. 
(d) Actions to take for evacuation of the building and 

assuring the accountability of the occupants. 
(2) All occupants shall be instructed in emergency 

evacuation procedures. The procedures shall be tested at 
not less than monthly intervals by evacuation drill, as­
suring the procedures are properly executed in .an expe­
ditious manner. Accomplishment of fire evacuation drills 
shall be recorded and a record maintained on the prem­
ises to validate accomplishment of drills. 

(3) The local fire department should be invited to 
witness fire evacuation drills, thereby assuring that the 
evacuation procedures are properly executed. 

( 4) All members of the staff assigned to assure super­
visory and/or child development training, shall be profi­
cient in the use of fire extinguishers installed on the 
premises. Frequent familiarization training in the use 
and handling of fire extinguishers is essential in main­
taining required degree of proficiency. Training in the 
use of fire extinguishers should take place at least twice 
each year. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-63-065, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-63-070 Separability. If any provision of 
this regulation or its application to any person is held 
invalid, the remainder of the regulation or the applica­
tion of the provision to other persons or circumstances is 
not affected. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-63-070, filed 
12/8/77.] 
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212-64-001 Title 212 WAC: State Fire Marshal 

WAC 212-64-001 Purpose. The purpose of these 
standards is to identify the minimum levels of safety 
from fire necessary for obtaining state fire marshal ap­
proval for maternity service facilities. [Order FM-77-3, 
§ 212-64-001, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-64-005 Definitions. Definitions of spe­
cific child care agencies is contained within each cate­
gory of agency, hereafter indicated, and subject to 
evaluation by the state fire marshal. 

(1) "Adult", a person eighteen years of age or older. 
(2) "Child", a person under the age of eighteen years. 
(3) "Building official", the person or agency ap-

pointed by the governing body of each city, town or 
county for the administration and enforcement of the 
Uniform Building Code, adopted by reference by the 
State Building Code Act. 

( 4) "Fire official", the person or agency appointed by 
the governing body of each city, town or county for the 
administration and enforcement of the Uniform Fire 
Code, adopted by reference by the the State Building 
Code Act. 

(5) "Group", a group is generally defined as six or 
more persons. 

(6) "Licensing agency", the licensing agency is the 
department of social and health services. 

(7) "Maternity service," means an agency which pro­
vides or arranges for care or services to expectant moth­
ers, before or during confinement, or which provides 
care as needed to mothers and their infants after con­
finement. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-64-005, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-64-010 Applicability. These standards 
apply to any maternity service facility which requires 
state fire marshal approval in accordance with chapter 
74.15 RCW. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-64-010, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-64-015 Compliance. Maternity service 
facilities shall comply with the requirements contained 
in these standards. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-64-015, 
filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-64-020 Inspections and approvals. (1) 
All maternity service facilities shall comply with the ap­
plicable portions of the Uniform Building Code and the 
Uniform Fire Code as administered and enforced by the 
local building and fire official. 

(2) The licensing agency, upon receipt of an applica­
tion for a license, or at a point at least ninety days prior 
to the expiration date of the current license, shall submit 
to the state fire marshal, a written request for inspec­
tion. The state fire marshal or his representative shall 
inspect the facility and provide a list of deficiencies (if 
any), corrective action required, and agree upon a date 
for completion of required corrective action. A reinspec­
tion shall be accomplished on or about the date agreed 
upon, to determine compliance. 

(3) Upon completion of the inspection or reinspection 
and the facility is found to be in compliance with this 
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standard, a certificate of compliance shall be forwarded 
to the licensing agency. 

(4) Child care agencies failing to comply with the 
minimum fire and life safety requirements shall be re­
ported to the licensing agency. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-
64-020, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-64-025 Right of appeal. Any person ag­
grieved by the requirements imposed by the state fire 
marshal, may within five days after receipt of such or­
der, appeal to the state fire marshal. If the state fire 
marshal confirms the order, the order shall remain in 
force. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-64-025, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-64-030 Building construction. State fire 
marshal minimum standards of construction are as 
follows: 

(1) Buildings not over two stories in height may be of 
any recognized construction type if maintained to the 
extent that the life safety features have not been 
minimized. 

(2) Buildings three stories in height shall be of at least 
one hour fire resistive construction. 

NOTE: The above limitations may be increased one 
story if the building is provided with complete 
automatic sprinkler protection. 

(3) Buildings over three stories in height shall be of 
fire resistive construction. 

( 4) Second floor corridors shall be one-half hour 
rated unless provided with automatic sprinklers or direct 
means of egress from each occupied room. 

(5) Corridors above the second floor shall be one hour 
rated fire resistive construction unless the entire building 
is provided with automatic sprinkler protection. 

( 6) All vertical openings not serving as required exits 
shall be fire-stopped at each floor level. [Order FM-77-
3, § 212-64-030, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-64-035 Exiting. (1) All stairwells serving 
as required means of egress from floors above the second 
shall be enclosed and provide a continuous protected 
passageway to the outside. EXCEPTION: Unenclosed 
stairwells connecting not more than three floors may be 
allowed provided that: 

(a) Building is of fire resistive construction; or 
(b) Building is provided with complete automatic 

sprinkler protection; or 
(c) Building is provided with smoke detectors in all 

open areas and means of egress. 
(2) All floors above the first floor level subject to oc­

cupancy by ten or more persons shall have at least two 
exits, remote from each other, and so arranged that it is 
possible to go in either direction from any occupied area 
and reach safety outside the building. 

(3) All exit doors sha,11 be openable from the inside 
without the use of keys or special knowledge. 

( 4) Infants not under the personal care of the mother 
shall not be housed above the first floor unless the 
building is of fire resistive construction or provided with 
complete automatic sprinkler protection. 
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Maternity Service 212-64-070 

(5) Basements shall not be used for maternity care 
purposes unless provided with at least one exit directly to 
the outside or protected with an automatic sprinkler sys­
tem. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-64-035, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-64-040 Fire extinguishers. At least one 
approved fire extinguisher suitable for use on fires in or­
dinary combustibles shall be provided on each occupied 
floor level. Additional fire extinguishers may also be re­
quired due to area, travel distance or special hazards. 
All extinguishers shall be properly maintained and staff 
members instructed in their use. [Order FM-77-3, § 
212-64-040, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-64-045 Fire alarm. (I) An approved 
manual fire alarm system shall be provided when the 
resident occupant load exceeds fifteen persons; except 
that a fire alarm system shall not be required where the 
building is three stories or less in height and each sleep­
ing room has a direct exit to the outside. 

(2) Nursery areas not under continuous supervision 
shall be provided with automatic smoke detection. [Or­
der FM-77-3, § 212-64-045, filed 12/8 /77 .] 

WAC 212-64-050 Hazardous areas and building 
service equipment. (I) Heating plants, hazardous areas 
and other occupancies within the building shall be pro­
tected or separated from maternity care or sleeping ar­
eas. Separations shall have a fire resistance rating 
conforming to the general construction requirements of 
the building type unless automatic sprinkler protection 
for the particular hazard or area is provided. 

(2) Central heating plants and other fuel burning ap­
pliances shall be properly maintained and cleaned at 
frequent intervals. The surrounding area shall be kept 
free of rubbish and combustible storage. -[Order FM-
77-3, § 212-64-050, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-64-055 Fire prevention. (1) The local 
fire department shall be requested to make frequent in­
spections for fire hazards and unsafe conditions. 

or stored in closed, metal containers. 
(2) Flammable or combustible materials shall not be 

stored in the building, except as required for operation 
of the maternity service facility. Materials so required 
shall be kept in locked cabinets or rooms set aside for 
that purpose. 

(3) All electrical circuits, devices and appliances shall 
be properly maintained and not overloaded. Extension 
cords shall not be used as permanent wiring. 

( 4) Combustible rubbish shall not be allowed to accu­
mulate and shall be removed from the building or stored 
in closed, metal containers. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-64-
055, filed 12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-64-060 Maintenance. Fire protection 
equipment installed within the facility shall be properly 
maintained. 

( 1) Fire extinguishers shall be maintained in accord­
ance with nationally recognized standards, and they 
shall be operationally ready for use at all times. 

(1980 Ed.) 

(2) Protective signalling systems shall be tested at 
monthly intervals and a record of testing shall be main­
tained on the premises. 

(3) Automatic fire detection systems shall be tested at 
least annually, by some person or agency qualified to 
accomplish the test and a record of testing shall be 
maintained on the premises. 

(4) Fire doors, exit lights, corridor lighting, door 
latches and exit hardware shall be maintained opera­
tionally ready for use at all times. 

(5) Fire extinguishing systems installed in the building 
shall be maintained by some person or agency qualified 
to accomplish maintenance on the appropriate system, 
and a record of maintenance actions shall be maintained 
on the premises. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-64-060, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-64-065 Fire evacuation plan and staff 
training requirements. (1) A written emergency fire 
evacuation procedure shall be developed, identifying the 
actions to take by the person discovering a fire, and the 
action taken by occupants of the building. The emer­
gency fire evacuation procedure shall include, but not 
necessarily be limited to, the following actions: 

(a) Initial steps to be taken upon discovering a fire. 
(b) Method of sounding an alarm on the premises and 

steps to take in summoning the fire department. 
( c) Actions to take in confining or controlling incipi­

ent fire pending arrival of the fire department. 
(d) Actions to take for evacuation of the building and 

assuring the accountability of the occupants. 
(2) All occupants shall be instructed in emergency 

evacuation procedures. The procedures shall be tested at 
not less than monthly intervals by evacuation drill, as­
suring the procedures are properly executed in an expe­
ditious manner. Accomplishment of fire evacuation drills 
shall be recorded and a record maintained on the prem­
ises to validate accomplishment of drills. 

(3) The local fire department should be invited to 
witness fire evacuation drills, thereby assuring that the 
evacuation procedures are properly executed. 

(4) All members of the staff assigned to assure super­
visory and/or child development training, shall be profi­
cient in the use of fire extinguishers installed on the 
premises. Frequent familiarization training in the use 
and handling of fire extinguishers is essential in main­
taining required degree of proficiency. Training in the 
use of fire extinguishers should take place at least twice 
each year. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-64-065, filed 
12/8/77.] 

WAC 212-64-070 Separability. If any provision of 
this regulation or its application to any person is held 
invalid, the remainder of the regulation or the applica­
tion of the provision to other persons or circumstances is 
not affected. [Order FM-77-3, § 212-64-070, filed 
12/8/77.] 
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