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WAC 318-04-010 Declaration of purpose. To effec­
tuate the purposes of chapter 88.44 RCW, the 
Washington state maritime commission hereby adopts 
certain definitions and prescribes the rate and terms of 
assessments on vessels which transit upon the waters of 
this state. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 88.44.100. 91---02---005, § 318---04---010, 
filed 12/21/90, effective 1/1/91.] 

WAC 318-04-020 Definitions. Unless the context 
clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in this section 
apply throughout these rules. 

"Tanker barge" is a vessel as defined by RCW 
88.44.010(15) which is not self-propelled and is de­
signed, constructed or adapted primarily to carry, or 
carries oil, as defined by RCW 88.44.010(6), in bulk as 
cargo or cargo residue. 

"Tanker vessel" - is a vessel as defined by RCW 
88.44.010(15) which is self-propelled and designed, con­
structed or adapted primarily to carry or carries oil, as 
defined by RCW 88.44.010(6), in bulk as cargo or cargo 
residue. 

"Dry cargo barge" is a vessel as defined by RCW 
88.44.010(15) which is not self-propelled, but because it 
is not designed, constructed or adapted primarily to 
carry oil, is not a tanker barge. To be subject to assess­
ment, the dry cargo barge must be carrying oil solely to 
fuel barge machinery or mobile equipment carried as 
cargo. 

"Nontanker vessel" is a vessel as defined by RCW 
88.44.010(15) which is neither a tanker barge, a tanker 
vessel, nor a dry cargo barge. 

"Maximum capacity" is the volume of oil, as defined 
by RCW 88.44.010(6) that a tanker barge or tanker 
vessel is capable of carrying when fully loaded as de­
signed, constructed or adapted. 
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 88.44.100. 91---02---005, § 318---04-020, 
filed 12/21/90, effective 1/1/91.] 

WAC 318-04-030 Assessments. Effective January 
1, 1991, (except as provided below in this subsection), 
there is hereby levied by the Washington state maritime 
commission upon all nonexempt vessels, as defined by 
RCW 88.44.010(15) and WAC 318-04---020, which 
transit upon the waters of this state, or the owners or 
operators thereof, an assessment in the following 
amounts: 

(A) On tanker barges whose maximum capacity is: 

( 1) 0 to 28,999 bbls 
(2) 29,000 to 44,999 bbls 
(3) 45,000 to 59,999 bbls 
( 4) 60,000 to 79,999 bbls 
(5) 80,000 and over 

Rate 

$ 38.00 
$ 48.00 
$ 60.00 
$ 75.00 
$ 94.00 

(B) On tanker vessels carrying oil as cargo 

Rate 

(1) 
(2) 

0 to 9,999 gross reg. tons 
10,000 gross reg. tons 

and over 

$2,000 

$2,000 

(C) On tanker vessels when not carrying oil as cargo, 
but while carrying other liquid or semi-liquid cargoes 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 

300-
501 -

1,001 -

500 gross reg. tons 
1,000 gross reg. tons 
4,999 gross reg. tons 
5,000 gross reg. tons 

and over 

Rate 

$ 45.00 
$ 60.00 
$ 75.00 

$ 100.00 

(D) On dry cargo barges (not tanker barges) 

Rate 

$ 45.00 

(E) On nontanker vessels carrying oil as fuel for pro­
pulsion machinery 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 

300-
501 -

1,001 -

500 gross reg. tons 
1,000 gross reg. tons 
4,999 gross reg. tons 
5,000 gross reg. tons 

and over 

Rate 

$ 45.00 
$ 60.00 
$ 75.00 

$ 100.00 

The assessment levied on all vessels, or the owners or 
operators thereof, which transit upon the portion of the 
Columbia River that runs between the states of 
Washington an Oregon, shall be effective on and after 
January 1, 1992. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 88.44.100. 91---02---005, § 3 I 8---04-030, 
filed 12/21/90, effective 1/1/91.] 
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318-04-040 Title 318 WAC: Maritime Commission 

WAC 318-04-040 When due. Vessel assessments 
shall be due and payable to the Washington state mari­
time commission before any vessel discharges, loads or 
departs from Washington waters, whichever is first. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 88.44.100. 91-02-005, § 318-04-040, 
filed 12/21/90, effective 1/1/91.] 

WAC 318-04-050 How assessed. Vessels arriving in 
Washington waters will be assessed each time they enter 
the state's waters. Tanker vessels and tanker barges 
home ported in Washington and transiting the waters of 
the state, but not arriving and departing frequently, shall 
be assessed each time they discharge or take on a cargo 
of oil in Washington waters, but there shall be no more 
than one assessment per day (24-hour period commenc­
ing at 12:01 a.m.). 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 88.44.100. 91-02-005, § 318-04-050, 
filed 12/21/90, effective 1/1/91.] 

WAC 318-04-060 Exemptions. Vessels which show 
satisfactory proof to the commission or the department 
of ecology prior to April 1, 1991 ( or prior to April 1, 
1992 in the case of vessels transiting only the waters of 
the Columbia River that runs between Washington and 
Oregon) or prior to initial entry into Washington waters, 
whichever comes first, that they have formerly and indi­
vidually arranged with an officially recognized cleanup 
cooperative or with a private cleanup contractor to pro­
vide immediate response capabilities in the event of an 
oil spill or release are exempt from assessment, as are 
other vessels expressly exempted by RCW 
88.44.010(15). 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 88.44.100. 91-02-005, § 318-04-060, 
filed 12/21/90, effective 1/1/91.] 

WAC 318-04-070 Surcharge. Vessels otherwise 
subject to assessment, but which have not presented 
timely and satisfactory proof of an approved arrange­
ment with a recognized cooperative or private clean-up 
contractor in compliance with WAC 318-04-060, or ar­
ranged to make their assessment payments to the 
Washington state maritime commission by April 1, 1991 
(or April 1, 1992 in cases of vessels on the Columbia 
River) must thereafter pay all back assessments, plus a 
surcharge of twenty percent, before being accepted for 
membership in the commission and placed on its regular 
assessment schedule. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 88.44.100. 91-02-005, § 318-04-070, 
filed 12/21/90, effective 1/1/91.] 

WAC 318-04-080 Collection of accounts. (1) The 
commission shall obtain from the marine exchange of 
Puget Sound, the Washington state pilotage commission, 
the fisheries commission and/or U.S. customs a record 
of all vessels transiting the waters of this state and shall 
from this record periodically invoice all vessels, their 
owners, operators or agents shown thereon for assess­
ments levied pursuant to WAC 318-04-030. The date of 
the invoice shall be known as the billing date. 
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(2) Assessments not paid within twenty days from the 
billing date shall be delinquent. If the delinquent assess­
ments are not paid within thirty-five days from the bill­
ing date, a notice of delinquency shall be sent to the 
vessel, its owner, operator or agent stating that if the 
deHnquent assessments are not paid within forty-five 
days from the billing date, the vessel, its owner, operator 
or agent involved will thereafter be denied further credit 
and be put on a cash basis until the delinquent assess­
ments are paid. 

If at any time an account thereafter is again unpaid in 
the same year for more than thirty-five days from the 
billings date, the commission may, without furth,er._ no­
tice, immediately place the vessel, its owner, operator or 
agent on a cash basis for the remainder of the year, or 
such period as the commission may at its option specify. 

(3) Delinquent Assessments not paid within thirty­
five days of the billing date shall bear interest at the 
maximum legal rate, not to exceed 1 1/2% per month 
from the due date to date of payment, and in case of suit 
to collect said delinquent assessments, the prevailing 
party shall, in addition to any other relief granted, be 
allowed an attorney's fee in such amount as the court in 
its discretion deems reasonable, together with costs of 
suit. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 88.44.100. 91-02-005, § 318-04-080, 
filed 12/21/90, effective 1/1/91.] 

WAC 318-04-090 Increase in assessments. On and 
after January 1, 1992, all assessments on vessels, their 
owners or operators as specified in WAC 318-04-030, 
are hereby increased in the following amounts: 

(A) By five percent effective January 1, 1992; 
(B) By five percent effective January 1, 1993. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 88.44.100. 91-02-005, § 318-04-090, 
filed 12/21/90, effective 1/1/91.] 
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