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Chapter 388-881

Chapter 388-881 WAC

SEXUAL PREDATOR PROGRAM—EXTERNAL OVERSIGHT
(Formerly chapter 275-155 WAC)

WAC 
388-881-010 External oversight of the special commitment center.
388-881-015 External oversight—Governing body.
388-881-020 External oversight—Professional standards.
388-881-025 External oversight—Annual inspection of care (IOC).
388-881-030 External oversight—Ombudsman service.
388-881-035 External oversight—Investigation of incidents.

388-881-010

WAC 388-881-010  External oversight of the special 
commitment center. Independent external oversight of the 
SCC shall include:

(1) A governing body;
(2) Professional standards to be used as a benchmark for 

evaluation;
(3) An inspection of care according to accepted profes-

sional standards;
(4) An ombudsman service; and
(5) External investigation of incidents.

[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 71.09 RCW, 2000 c 44, 2001 c 286. 02-02-
054, § 388-881-010, filed 12/27/01, effective 1/27/02.]

388-881-015

WAC 388-881-015  External oversight—Governing 
body. The governing body for the special commitment center 
shall:

(1) Be appointed by the secretary of the department of 
social and health services (DSHS);

(2) Derive its membership in accordance with depart-
ment policy established to this purpose;

(3) Operate under by-laws approved by the secretary, 
DSHS.
[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 71.09 RCW, 2000 c 44, 2001 c 286. 02-02-
054, § 388-881-015, filed 12/27/01, effective 1/27/02.]

388-881-020

WAC 388-881-020  External oversight—Professional 
standards. (1) The department shall develop and governing 
body approve for use professional practice standards applica-
ble to treatment programs for civilly committed adult sex 
offenders.

(2) Such standards shall include provisions requiring:
(a) Staff competency, training, and supervision;
(b) Adequacy of treatment components and measures of 

progress;
(c) A treatment-supportive environment;
(d) Provision of medical services appropriate to a resi-

dential treatment setting; and
(e) Program oversight. 

[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 71.09 RCW, 2000 c 44, 2001 c 286. 02-02-
054, § 388-881-020, filed 12/27/01, effective 1/27/02.]

388-881-025

WAC 388-881-025  External oversight—Annual 
inspection of care (IOC). (1) An independent, annual, on-
site inspection of care, performed according to professional 

standards approved under this chapter, shall be conducted of 
the SCC at least annually.

(2) The purpose of the IOC shall be to provide objective 
measures of service delivery, for internal program use and 
quality management, to the governing body.

(3) Members of the inspection of care team shall be con-
tracted by the department annually for a specified period dur-
ing which they shall:

(a) Conduct an on-site and documentary inspection;
(b) Prepare interim and final, and, as requested by the 

SCC superintendent or governing body, supplementary 
reports;

(c) Receive and consider SCC program responses to all 
reports.

(4) The IOC team shall be of no fewer than four and no 
more than six persons.

(a) At least one member of the IOC team must not be a 
DSHS employee; and

(b) At least one member must be a sex offender treat-
ment provider.
[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 71.09 RCW, 2000 c 44, 2001 c 286. 02-02-
054, § 388-881-025, filed 12/27/01, effective 1/27/02.]

388-881-030WAC 388-881-030  External oversight—Ombuds-
man service. (1) The SCC shall retain an ombudsman service 
for the purpose of conducting independent, neutral reviews of 
program conformance with internal SCC policies in the care, 
control and treatment of residents at the SCC.

(2) The ombudsman function shall be outside the super-
vision of the superintendent of the SCC and of the assistant 
secretary for health and rehabilitation services.

(3) In performance of the ombudsman function, the indi-
vidual(s) so employed shall be afforded access to all records 
and documents normally available to public inspection 
according to rules and policies of the department and of the 
state of Washington.
[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 71.09 RCW, 2000 c 44, 2001 c 286. 02-02-
054, § 388-881-030, filed 12/27/01, effective 1/27/02.]

388-881-035WAC 388-881-035  External oversight—Investiga-
tion of incidents. (1) The Washington state patrol shall 
investigate incidents which involve SCC residents in accor-
dance with department policy.

(2) The scope and authority for such investigations shall 
be determined through an interagency agreement between the 
department and the Washington state patrol.

(3) Criteria to determine which incidents justify external 
investigation shall be approved by the secretary, DSHS. 
[Statutory Authority:  Chapter 71.09 RCW, 2000 c 44, 2001 c 286. 02-02-
054, § 388-881-035, filed 12/27/01, effective 1/27/02.]


