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WAC 352-80-010 Purpose and authority. The pur-
pose of the outdoor education and recreation grant program is
to provide funds for outdoor environmental, ecological, agri-
cultural, or other natural resource based education and recre-
ation programs serving youth. The purpose of this chapter is
to establish administrative procedures and set forth eligibility
criteria and funding requirements by which the Washington
state parks and recreation commission will award outdoor
education and recreation grant funds and set conditions
related to the use of grant funds. This grant program is gov-
erned by this chapter and by RCW 79A.05.351.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.351. WSR
08-06-013, § 352-80-010, filed 2/21/08, effective 3/23/08.]

WAC 352-80-020 Definitions. (1) "Outdoor education
and recreation" means an approach to education and recre-
ation via connectivity and direct experiences in the outdoors;
to teach, inspire wonder and creativity while learning from
our natural resources and recreational experiences in con-
junction with what students are taught in traditional class-
room settings.

(2) "Commission" means the Washington state parks and
recreation commission.

(3) "Director" means the director of the Washington state
parks and recreation commission or the director's designee.

(4) "Education" means to improve students' overall aca-
demic performance, life skills, self-esteem, personal respon-
sibility, community involvement, personal health and under-
standing of nature.

(5) "Recreation" means experiences that take place
within natural outdoor environments which foster well-being
through a sense of place and interdependence within the nat-
ural world.

(6) "State parks" means the operating arm of the Wash-
ington state parks and recreation commission, that is respon-
sible for implementation of commission programs estab-
lished pursuant to statute or policy.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.351. WSR
08-06-013, § 352-80-020, filed 2/21/08, effective 3/23/08.]

WAC 352-80-030 Eligibility. Public agencies, private
nonprofit organizations, formal school programs, informal
after school programs, and community based programs
within Washington state are eligible to apply for grants under
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this chapter. Programs that provide outdoor education oppor-
tunities to schools must be fully aligned with the state's essen-
tial academic learning requirements.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.351. WSR
08-06-013, § 352-80-030, filed 2/21/08, effective 3/23/08.]

WAC 352-80-040 Eligible program activities. The
director will select activities eligible for funding. Some of
these might include, but are no limited to, the following types
of activities:

(1) Outdoor recreation;

(2) Outdoor environmental studies;

(3) Agricultural;

(4) Natural resource based;

(5) Conservation;

(6) Ecological,

(7) Stewardship or restoration.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.351. WSR
08-06-013, § 352-80-040, filed 2/21/08, effective 3/23/08.]

WAC 352-80-050 Ineligible program activities. The
following activities are ineligible:

(1) Activities that may be perceived to lobby or advocate
for political purposes.

(2) Activities that are not in compliance with local, state
and federal laws.

(3) Organized youth sports such as a community league
or school team.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.351. WSR
08-06-013, § 352-80-050, filed 2/21/08, effective 3/23/08.]

WAC 352-80-060 Limitations on the availability and
use of funds. (1) The director may establish limitations on
the availability and use of program funds. Any limitations
shall be defined in the current application package. The direc-
tor shall establish such limitations only after considering the
following:

(a) Consistency with the legislative intent of RCW
79A.05.351;

(b) Availability of funds.

(2) The director may determine that applicants be
required to make a matching contribution to be eligible for
funding.

(3) The director may limit the amount of funding avail-
able for any element(s) of a program.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.351. WSR
08-06-013, § 352-80-060, filed 2/21/08, effective 3/23/08.]

WAC 352-80-070 Applying for funding. In order to be
considered for receipt of a grant under this chapter, an eligi-
ble applicant must complete and submit an application form
provided by state parks that follows the instructions provided
in the form.
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.351. WSR
08-06-013, § 352-80-070, filed 2/21/08, effective 3/23/08.]

WAC 352-80-080 Evaluation criteria. The following
criteria are used to evaluate applications:

(1) Proposals that provide for public/private partner-
ships;

(2) Proposals that provide for innovative ways to
increase the availability and use of outdoor recreation facili-
ties;

(3) Proposals which show consideration for the econom-
ics of installation or implementation to provide greatest cost
benefit ratio, for example, where private parties contribute
more than the minimum amount;

(4) Proposals which contribute to the statewide network
of facilities or programs;

(5) Proposals which demonstrate their compatibility with
the legislative intent of RCW 79A.05.351;

(6) Programs that contribute to the reduction of academic
failure and drop out rates;

(7) Programs that make use of research-based, effective
environmental, ecological, agricultural, or other natural
resource-based educational curriculum;

(8) Proposals which encourage sound environmental
practices through changing education or recreational behav-
ior;

(9) Proposals which target geographic areas as defined in
RCW 79A.05.351;

(10) Proposals which encourage community involve-
ment;

(11) Proposals which demonstrate innovative approaches
to education or information;

(12) Programs that will commit matching and in-kind
resources;

(13) Proposals that contribute to healthy lifestyles
through outdoor recreation and sound nutrition;

(14) Proposals that use state park and other natural
resource venues and personnel as a resource;

(15) Proposals that maximize the number of participants
that can be served,;

(16) Proposals that provide an opportunity to experience
the out-of-doors directly and understand nature and the natu-
ral world; and

(17) Proposals that include ongoing program evaluation,
assessment and reporting of their effectiveness.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.351. WSR
08-06-013, § 352-80-080, filed 2/21/08, effective 3/23/08.]

WAC 352-80-090 Program selection. (1) Completed
applications will be reviewed by state parks staff to deter-
mine eligibility and will be evaluated in accordance with the
purposes, eligibility requirements, limitations, and evaluation
criteria in this chapter.

(2) Staff will consult with and consider the recommenda-
tions of the advisory committee and will present final recom-
mendations to the director.

(3) The director will make the final decision on funding
a project.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.351. WSR
08-06-013, § 352-80-090, filed 2/21/08, effective 3/23/08.]
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WAC 352-80-100 Use of funds. The following condi-
tions apply to the use of the funds:

(1) Project contract. For every funded project, a contract
must be executed on behalf of the commission and by the
funding recipient. Generally, the funding recipient will not be
reimbursed for costs incurred prior to the execution of the
contract by both parties at the sole discretion of state parks.

(2) Technical standards. The funding recipient for grants
under this chapter shall ensure that all programs are in accor-
dance with the technical standards provided by state parks.

(3) Reporting requirements. The funding recipient shall
submit the reports required by state parks as directed in the
funding contract.

(4) Compliance with state and federal laws, regulations,
and policies. In accepting project funding, the funding recip-
ient agrees to and certifies compliance with all applicable
federal and state laws, regulations and policies.

(5) Accountability. Funding recipients will maintain
accurate accounting records on the expenditure of project
funds, provide state parks with these records consistent with
the agreement or upon request, and will permit state parks to
audit the use of funds in accordance with generally accepted
audit practices and standards. State parks reserves the right to
terminate its participation in any project which fails to per-
form according to the requirements of this chapter.

(6) Program evaluation should include participants, fam-
ily members and teachers who can comment on academic
grades or increased interest of the participant to remain in or
return to school.

(7) Fees charged. Fees for program services may be
assessed for program participants with the approval of state
parks.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.351. WSR
08-06-013, § 352-80-100, filed 2/21/08, effective 3/23/08.]
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