Chapter 16-489 WAC
BLUEBERRY SCORCH VIRUS QUARANTINE
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WAC 16-489-010 Blueberry scorch virus. Blueberry
scorch virus is an aphid-borne virus that causes necrosis of
leaves and flowers in susceptible blueberry varieties, leading
to a decline in productivity. A strain of blueberry scorch virus
benign to varieties commonly grown in the Pacific Northwest
has been historically present in Washington. Now a more vir-
ulent strain of blueberry scorch virus has been identified in
western North America. If this virulent strain is introduced
into the state, it will have a severe economic impact on Wash-
ington's blueberry industry. The strains of blueberry scorch
virus cannot be readily distinguished by standard laboratory
testing methods, making it necessary to eliminate all strains
of this virus from Washington. A quarantine is established
under authority of chapters 17.24 and 15.13 RCW, in order to
prevent introduction and spread of all strains of blueberry
scorch virus.

[Statutory Authority: Chapters 17.24, 15.13 RCW. WSR 02-13-125, § 16-
489-010, filed 6/19/02, effective 7/20/02.]

WAC 16-489-020 Blueberry scorch virus—Defini-
tions. The following definitions apply to chapter 16-489
WAC.

(1) "Blueberry plants" means all plants and plant parts of
Vaccinium corymbosum, except fruit that is free of leaf tis-
sue.

(2) "Blueberry scorch virus" means any and all strains of
blueberry scorch carlavirus.

(3) "Pest free area" means an area where no strain of
blueberry scorch virus occurs, as demonstrated by scientific
evidence, and in which, where appropriate, this blueberry
scorch virus free condition is being officially maintained.

(4) "Director" means the director of the Washington state
department of agriculture or the director's authorized repre-
sentative.

(5) "Micropropagated plants" means plants propagated
using aseptic laboratory techniques and an artificial culture
medium.

[Statutory Authority: Chapters 17.24, 15.13 RCW. WSR 02-13-125, § 16-
489-020, filed 6/19/02, effective 7/20/02.]

WAC 16-489-030 Blueberry scorch virus—Area
under quarantine. All states and territories of the United
States and all counties within the state of Washington.

[Statutory Authority: Chapters 17.24, 15.13 RCW. WSR 02-13-125, § 16-
489-030, filed 6/19/02, effective 7/20/02.]

(6/19/02)

WAC 16-489-040 Blueberry scorch virus—Regu-
lated articles. All blueberry plants and plants of other Vac-
cinium species shown to be hosts for blueberry scorch virus
are regulated articles. Blueberry fruit that is free of leaf tissue
is not regulated under this chapter; however, please note that
blueberry fruit may be regulated for other pests under provi-
sions of chapter 16-488 WAC.

[Statutory Authority: Chapters 17.24, 15.13 RCW. WSR 02-13-125, § 16-
489-040, filed 6/19/02, effective 7/20/02.]

WAC 16-489-050 Blueberry scorch virus—Restric-
tions. (1) All regulated articles planted, sold, offered for sale
or transported within the state must be demonstrated free of
blueberry scorch virus by meeting at least one of the follow-
ing conditions:

(a) They must originate from a pest free area;

(b) They are certified in accordance with the regulations
of an official certification program in the state of origin that
includes testing and inspection for blueberry viruses and is
approved by the director;

(c) They are shown to be free of blueberry scorch virus,
based on an official laboratory test using a protocol approved
by the director; or

(d) They are micropropagated and/or grown in an insect-
proof greenhouse or screenhouse and originate from mother
plants that have been tested and found free of blueberry
scorch virus.

(2) Persons importing regulated articles into the state
must obtain a phytosanitary certificate from the plant protec-
tion organization of the place of origin verifying that one of
the conditions in subsection (1) of this section has been met.
A copy of the phytosanitary certificate must accompany the
shipment.

[Statutory Authority: Chapters 17.24, 15.13 RCW. WSR 02-13-125, § 16-
489-050, filed 6/19/02, effective 7/20/02.]

WAC 16-489-060 Blueberry scorch virus—Record-
keeping. (1) All persons planting or growing regulated arti-
cles in the state are required to retain records as specified in
subsection (2) of this section for a period of not less than one
calendar year from acquisition of the plants.

(2) These records shall contain the number and variety of
plants, the name and address of the propagator, and applica-
ble phytosanitary certificates, certification tags or documen-
tation, and laboratory testing reports.

(3) The grower must provide a copy of the records to the
plant services program of the state department of agriculture
upon request of the director.

[Statutory Authority: Chapters 17.24, 15.13 RCW. WSR 02-13-125, § 16-
489-060, filed 6/19/02, effective 7/20/02.]

WAC 16-489-070 Blueberry scorch virus—Excep-
tions. The director may issue special permits to allow blue-

[Ch. 16-489 WAC p. 1]



16-489-070 Blueberry Scorch Virus Quarantine

berry plants otherwise prohibited in this chapter to be
planted, sold, offered for sale, or transported. Such special
permits must be in writing and must be obtained prior to
planting, sale, and/or transportation.

[Statutory Authority: Chapters 17.24, 15.13 RCW. WSR 02-13-125, § 16-
489-070, filed 6/19/02, effective 7/20/02.]
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