WAC 220-340-490 Commercial crab fishery—Coastal gear recovery
permits. (1) Emergency coastal crab gear recovery permit. Emergency
permits are granted on a case-by-case basis to allow crab fishers to
recover shellfish pots that were irretrievable at the end of the law-
ful season opening due to extreme weather conditions. The director or
director's designee may grant an emergency coastal crab gear permit
once a commercial crab season is closed. Crab fishers must notify and
apply to the department's enforcement program for such emergency per-
mits within 24 hours prior to the close of the commercial crab season.

(2) Coastal crab gear recovery permit. 15 days after the close of
the primary coastal commercial crab season, the director or director's
designee may grant a coastal crab gear recovery permit for licensed
coastal Dungeness crab fishers to recover crab pots that remain in the
ocean and belong to state licensed fishers.

(3) It is unlawful to fail to follow the provisions of a coastal
crab gear recovery permit. Violation of this section is a misdemeanor,
punishable under RCW 77.15.750 Unlawful use of a department permit—
Penalty.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 77.04.020, 77.04.055,
and 77.12.047. WSR 17-05-112 (Order 17-04), recodified as S
220-340-490, filed 2/15/17, effective 3/18/17. Statutory Authority:
RCwW 77.04.012, 77.04.013, 77.04.055, 77.12.045, and 77.12.047. WSR
12-23-016 (Order 12-267), § 220-52-044, filed 11/9/12, effective
12/10/12.]
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