WAC 173-446-520 Listing of offset projects using ecology compli-
ance offset protocols. (1) Registration requirements for offset
project operators or authorized project designees who are submitting
an offset project for listing. Before an offset project can be listed
by ecology or an offset project registry, the party with legal author-
ity to implement the offset project must be registered with ecology as
an offset project operator under WAC 173-446-055. To register as a
general market participant, the registered offset project operator or
its authorized project designee must:

(a) Submit the information required by WAC 173-446-055 (3) (a);
and

(b) Not be subject to any holding account restrictions.

(2) If an offset project is not listed by ecology, it must be
listed by an approved offset project registry before the offset
project operator for that offset project may receive offset credits
under this chapter.

(3) General requirements for offset project listing. For offset
projects being listed by ecology or an offset project registry in an
initial or renewed crediting period, the offset project operator and
its authorized project designee(s) must:

(a) Disclose all GHG emission reductions and GHG removal enhance-
ments that are attributable to the offset project being listed and for
which offset credits have been issued by any voluntary or mandatory
program(s) or which have been used to satisfy any other GHG mitigation
requirement; and

(b) Attest, in writing, to ecology as follows:

(1) "I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the
state of Washington the GHG emission reductions and/or GHG removal en-
hancements for (project) from (date) to (date) will be measured in ac-
cordance with the (applicable Compliance Offset Protocol) and all in-
formation required to be submitted to ecology is true, accurate, and
complete."; and

(ii) "I understand that the offset project activity(ies) and im-
plementation of the offset project must be in accordance with all ap-
plicable local, regional, state, and national environmental and health
and safety laws and regulations that apply in the Jjurisdiction in
which the offset project is located. I understand that offset projects
that are not in compliance with the requirements of this chapter are
not eligible to receive Ecology offset credits or registry offset
credits for GHG emission reductions and GHG removal enhancements.";
and

(iii) Except as provided in (b) (iv) of this subsection: "I under-
stand I am voluntarily participating in this program and by doing so,
I am now subject to all regulatory requirements and enforcement mecha-
nisms of this program and subject myself to the jurisdiction of Wash-
ington as the exclusive venue to resolve any and all disputes arising
from the enforcement of provisions in this chapter."; and

(iv) For federally recognized tribes who elect to participate as
offset project operators pursuant to RCW 70A.65.090(5), the following
attestation may be submitted in lieu of the attestation required by
(b) (i1i) of this subsection: "I understand I am voluntarily partici-
pating in this program. The tribal government on whose behalf I am au-
thorized to make this submission has entered into a written agreement,
negotiated on an individual basis between ecology and the tribal gov-
ernment, that establishes a dispute resolution process and/or other
compliance mechanisms 1in order to ensure the enforceability of all
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program requirements applicable to the tribe in its role as an offset
project operator."

(c) Provide all documentation required to ecology or an offset
project registry.

(d) Except as provided in (e) of this subsection, if any portion
of the offset project is located on land over which the state of Wash-
ington does not have Jjurisdiction, the offset project operator must
demonstrate that the landowner(s) consent(s) to regulation by ecology
and the jurisdiction of the courts and administrative tribunals of the
state of Washington with respect to any judicial or administrative en-
forcement action commenced by ecology to ensure compliance with the
requirements of chapter 70A.65 RCW and this chapter.

(e) For offset projects located on tribal land, land that is
owned by a tribe, or land that is subject to an ownership or possesso-
ry interest of a tribe, the offset project operator must demonstrate
that the tribe has entered into a written agreement, negotiated on an
individual basis between ecology and the tribal government, that es-
tablishes a dispute resolution process and/or other compliance mecha-
nisms 1in order to ensure the enforceability of all program require-
ments applicable to the tribe in its role as the owner of land on
which an offset project is located.

(4) The attestations required by subsection (3) (b) of this sec-
tion must be provided to an offset project registry with the listing
information, if the offset project is being listed with an offset
project registry, or to ecology if the offset project is being listed
with ecology.

(5) Offset project 1listing information requirements. Before an
offset project can be publicly listed for an initial or renewed cred-
iting period, the offset project operator or authorized project desig-
nee must provide the listing information in the most recently adopted
version of the applicable compliance offset protocol for that offset
project type as set forth in WAC 173-446-505(3).

(6) Review of offset project listing information. Ecology and/or
the offset project registry, as applicable, will review the offset
project listing information submitted pursuant to subsection (5) of
this section for completeness.

(a) Notice of completeness for offset project listing informa-
tion. Within 30 calendar days of receiving complete and accurate list-
ing information as required by subsection (5) of this section, ecology
or the offset project registry, as applicable, will notify the offset
project operator or authorized project designee that the offset
project may be listed.

(b) If ecology or the offset project registry, as applicable, de-
termines that the information submitted is incomplete, inaccurate, or
that rejection of the listing information is otherwise required, ecol-
ogy or the offset project registry will notify the offset project op-
erator or authorized project designee of this determination within 30
calendar days of receiving the 1listing information from the offset
project operator or authorized project designee. The offset project
operator or authorized project designee may resubmit offset project
listing information.

(7) Timing for offset project listing in an initial crediting pe-
riod. The offset project operator or authorized project designee must
submit the information required by subsection (5) of this section to
ecology or an offset project registry, as applicable, according to the
following deadlines:
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(a) No later than the date on which the offset project operator
or authorized project designee submits its required offset project da-
ta report for its first reporting period under a compliance offset
protocol to ecology or an offset project registry; and

(b) No later than one year after offset project commencement, or
no later than one year after meeting all of the requirements of this
section, whichever is later. If the offset project operator or author-
ized project designee does not submit the listing information for the
offset project to ecology or an offset project registry within one
year of offset project commencement, or within one year of meeting the
requirements of this section, whichever is later, the offset project
will be ineligible to be listed under a compliance offset protocol and
will not be issued registry offset credits or ecology offset credits.

(8) Listing status of offset projects in an initial crediting pe-
riod. After the offset project operator or authorized project designee
submits the offset project for listing in an initial crediting period
and all required documentation, and ecology or the offset project reg-
istry has reviewed the offset project 1listing information for com-
pleteness, the offset project listing status will be labeled "Proposed
Project." If the offset project is not ultimately accepted for listing
by an offset project registry, the offset project operator or author-
ized project designee may request that ecology make a final determina-
tion as to whether the offset project meets the requirements to be
listed for an initial crediting period by the offset project registry.
Ecology may consult with the offset project registry before making
such a determination.

(9) Timing for offset project listing in a renewed crediting pe-
riod. The offset project operator or authorized project designee must
submit the information required by subsection (5) of this section for
purposes of listing the offset project for a renewed crediting period
to ecology or an offset project registry, as applicable, no earlier
than 18 months and no later than nine months before conclusion of the
initial crediting period or a previous renewed crediting period.

(10) Listing status of offset projects in a renewed crediting pe-
riod. After the offset project operator or authorized project designee
submits the offset project for listing in a renewed crediting period
and all required documentation, and ecology or the offset project reg-
istry has reviewed the offset project 1listing information for com-
pleteness, the offset project listing status will be labeled "Proposed
Renewal." The verification body must assess that the offset project
meets the additionality requirements set forth in WAC 173-446-510
(1) (c) and in the applicable compliance offset protocol as of the date
of the commencement of the renewed crediting period when conducting
offset verification services for the first reporting period of a re-
newed crediting period. If the offset project is not ultimately accep-
ted for listing by an offset project registry, the offset project op-
erator or authorized project designee may request that ecology make a
final determination as to whether the project meets the requirements
of this section to be listed for a renewed crediting period by the
offset project registry. Ecology may consult with the offset project
registry before making such a determination.

(11) Once ecology or an offset project registry approves an off-
set project for listing, the listing information is considered final,
and may not be changed unless the offset project operator changes dur-
ing the crediting period. If the offset project operator changes dur-
ing the crediting period, the new offset project operator or its au-
thorized project designee must submit updated listing information for
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the information that pertains to the offset project operator and au-
thorized project designee, if applicable, to ecology within 30 calen-
dar days of the change.

(12) Limitations for crediting period renewals. A crediting peri-
od may be renewed if the offset project meets the requirements for ad-
ditionality set forth in WAC 173-446-510 (1) (c) and in the applicable
compliance offset protocol.

(a) The crediting period for offset projects that do not involve
sequestration may be renewed twice for the length of time identified
by the applicable compliance offset protocol.

(b) Offset projects that involve sequestration are not subject to
any renewal limits.

(13) Transferring an offset project. If the offset project opera-
tor or authorized project designee transfers an offset project listed
with ecology to an offset project registry, or transfers a project
listed with an offset project registry to ecology or another offset
project registry:

(a) Ecology or the offset project registry that originally listed
the offset project must change the offset project 1listing status on
its registry system to "transferred project."”

(1) If the only action taken by the offset project operator or
the authorized project designee was to have the listing documentation
for the offset project approved by ecology or the original offset
project registry, ecology or the original offset project registry, as
applicable, must retain the information related to the offset project
on its website for the duration of one year before it can be removed
from the registry system.

(ii) If the listing documentation was only submitted by the off-
set project operator or authorized project designee, but not approved
by ecology or the original offset project registry, ecology or the
original offset project registry, as applicable, does not need to re-
tain the submitted listing documentation on its website.

(iii) If a wverification body submitted an offset verification
statement for the offset project being transferred, ecology or the
original offset project registry, as applicable, must retain the in-
formation related to the offset project on its website for the dura-
tion of the offset project life.

(iv) Ecology or the new offset project registry, as applicable,
must retain the listing date and all listing information as approved
by ecology or the original offset project registry. If the offset
project has not undergone initial verification, the offset project
commencement date may change as a result of verification activities
only.

(b) The offset project operator or authorized project designee
must submit the original listing documentation reviewed and accepted
by ecology or the original offset project registry, as applicable,
pursuant to this section to ecology or the new offset project regis-
try, as applicable. The offset project operator or authorized project
designee may only make changes to the listing documentation if the
offset project operator changes during the crediting period pursuant
to subsection (11) of this section.

(c) The offset project operator or authorized project designee
may not transfer an offset project to ecology or another offset
project registry once a notice of offset verification services has
been submitted for a reporting period(s) or during the course of off-
set verification services for a reporting period(s). Once a notice of
offset verification services has been submitted, the offset verifica-
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tion services must be completed for the applicable reporting period(s)
before the offset project operator or authorized project designee may
transfer the offset project to ecology or another offset project reg-
istry. Once the offset verification services are completed for the ap-
plicable reporting period(s), the offset project operator or author-
ized project designee may transfer the offset project to ecology or
another offset project registry.

(14) Limitations for listing forest offset projects. Once a for-
est offset project has been issued registry offset credits or ecology
offset credits, no other offset project may be listed within the off-
set project boundary of the previous offset project unless the previ-
ous offset project was terminated due to an unintentional reversal or
otherwise specified in the applicable compliance offset protocol.

(15) Modification or waiver of requirements for purposes of ag-
gregation. Ecology may elect to waive or modify listing requirements
in this section for offset projects that are grouped together for the
purposes of aggregation. Any proposed modifications or changes to the
procedures noted in this section must be approved in advance by ecolo-
gy and be documented in writing in a manner and format specified by
ecology.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 70A.65.220. WSR 22-20-056 (Order 21-06), §
173-446-520, filed 9/29/22, effective 10/30/22.]
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