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Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: WAC 
192-150-060, 192-150-085, 192-150-110, 192-150-160 and 
192-150-180, relating to job separations, are amended to 
eliminate effective dates that are no longer necessary. WAC 
192-110-200 and 192-150-090 are repealed because the 
underlying statute no longer exists. WAC 192-320-020 and 
192-320-035 are repealed because they apply only to tax rate 
years 2010 and prior. WAC 192-320-030 is repealed as 
redundant because the term "qualified employer" is defined 
in statute.

NOTICE
THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN 

EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS THAT WILL 
ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD 
PUBLIC HEARINGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS 
ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE 
RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT 
LEGISLATIVE RULE. IF YOU OBJECT TO THIS USE OF 
THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU 
MUST EXPRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN WRITING 
AND THEY MUST BE SENT TO Juanita Myers, Employ-
ment Security Department, P.O. Box 9046, Olympia, WA 
98507-9046, AND RECEIVED BY August 8, 2017.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, 
Including Any Changes in Existing Rules: The proposal will 
eliminate outdated language and repeal rules that are no lon-
ger supported by statute or no longer necessary to administer 
the unemployment insurance program.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: The proposal will contrib-
ute to operational efficiency, and eliminate confusion by the 
public, by removing outdated rules and language in existing 
rules.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 50.12.010 and 
50.12.040.

Statute Being Implemented: Title 50 RCW.
Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state 

court decision.
Name of Proponent: Employment security department, 

governmental.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: 

Juanita Myers, Olympia, Washington, (360) 902-9665; 
Implementation and Enforcement: Neil Gorrell, Olympia, 
Washington, (360) 902-9303.

May 30, 2017
Dale Peinecke
Commissioner

REPEALER

The following section of the Washington Administrative 
Code is repealed:

WAC 192-110-200 Maximum benefits payable—RCW 
50.20.120 (1)(b).

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 05-01-076, 
filed 12/9/04, effective 1/9/05)

WAC 192-150-060  Leaving work because of disabil-
ity—Notice to employer—RCW 50.20.050 (((1)(b)(ii) 
and)) (2)(b)(ii). (1) If you leave work because of a disability 
you must notify your employer about your disabling condi-
tion before the date you leave work or begin a leave of 
absence. Notice to the employer shall include any known 
restrictions on the type or hours of work you may perform.

(2) Any restrictions on the type or hours of work you 
may perform must be supported by a physician's statement or 
by the terms of a collective bargaining agreement or individ-
ual hiring contract.

(3) Nothing in unemployment insurance law requires 
your employer to offer you alternative suitable work when 
you have a disability, or modify your duties so that you can 
perform your current job. However, any offer from your 
employer of other suitable work must be made prior to the 
date you leave work or begin a leave of absence. You are not 
required to request alternative work from your employer to 
be found available for work.

(4) If your employer offers you alternative work or oth-
erwise offers to accommodate your disability, you must 
demonstrate good cause to refuse the offer. This may include, 
but is not limited to, information from your physician that the 
accommodation offered by your employer was inadequate to 
reasonably accommodate your medical condition, or infor-
mation demonstrating that the alternative work offered you 
by your employer was not suitable.

(5) If you refuse an offer of work from any employer 
after your job separation or after beginning a leave of 
absence, the department will determine whether you refused 
an offer of suitable work as provided in RCW 50.20.080.

(6) If you are on a leave of absence due to your disability, 
you must promptly request reemployment from your 
employer when you are again able to return to work.

(7) This section also applies to individuals on a leave of 
absence because of a pregnancy-related disability.

(8) ((For claims with an effective date of January 4, 
2004, or later,)) In addition to the requirements of this section 
you are not eligible for unemployment benefits unless you 
terminate your employment and are not entitled to be rein-
stated to the same or similar position.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 05-01-076, 
filed 12/9/04, effective 1/9/05)

WAC 192-150-085  How to qualify after benefits have 
been denied. (1) Benefits may be denied under RCW 50.20.-
050 for voluntarily leaving work, RCW 50.20.060 for being 
discharged for misconduct, and RCW 50.20.080 for refusing 
an offer of suitable work or job referral. The denial of bene-
fits will continue indefinitely until you show that:

(a) At least seven calendar weeks have elapsed following 
the week the act occurred that resulted in the denial of bene-
fits; and

(b) You have obtained bona fide work and earned wages 
of at least seven times your suspended weekly benefit 
amount. The wages earned must be in employment that is 
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covered by Title 50 RCW or the comparable laws of another 
state or the federal government.

(2) ((For claims with an effective date of January 4, 
2004, or later,)) Benefits may be denied under RCW 
50.20.066 for being discharged for misconduct or gross mis-
conduct. The denial of benefits will continue indefinitely 
until you show that:

(a) At least ten calendar weeks have elapsed following 
the week the act occurred that resulted in the denial of bene-
fits; and

(b) You have obtained bona fide work and earned wages 
of at least ten times your suspended weekly benefit amount. 
The wages earned must be in employment that is covered by 
Title 50 RCW or the comparable laws of another state or the 
federal government.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 10-01-156, 
filed 12/22/09, effective 1/22/10)

WAC 192-150-110  Mandatory military transfers—
RCW 50.20.050 (((1)(b)(iii) and)) (2)(b)(iii). (1) Any mili-
tary transfer is considered mandatory if your spouse or 
domestic partner receives orders from the military to relocate 
to a new duty station, regardless of whether the transfer is 
temporary or permanent.

(2) You may show good cause to quit work if you relo-
cate for your spouse or domestic partner's employment that 
was due to a mandatory military transfer if:

(a) Your spouse or domestic partner's new duty station is 
outside your existing labor market((. For claims with an 
effective date prior to July 2, 2006, the new duty station must 
be in Washington or another state (including the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands) that 
allows benefits to individuals who quit work to accompany 
their military spouse)); and

(b) You continued to work for your previous employer 
for as long as was reasonable prior to the move.

(3) For purposes of this section, the term "military" 
includes the following: U.S. Navy, U.S. Army, U.S. Air 
Force, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Coast Guard, activated 
reserve members of any of these service branches, activated 
members of the National Guard, commissioned officers of 
the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, and commissioned officers of the regular or reserve 
corps of the U.S. Public Health Service.

(4) Good cause for quitting work is not established under 
this section if:

(a) You quit work to return to your home of record or to 
another location rather than accompanying your spouse or 
domestic partner to a new duty location; or

(b) Your spouse or domestic partner leaves military ser-
vice and you elect to relocate to your home of record or else-
where.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-07-011, 
filed 3/5/09, effective 4/5/09)

WAC 192-150-160  Entering approved apprentice-
ship training—RCW 50.20.050 (2)(b)(xi). (1) ((Effective 
date. RCW 50.20.050 (2)(b)(xi) and this section apply to job 
separations that occur on or after June 12, 2008.

(2))) Application. This section applies only if you quit 
work to enter into related/supplemental (classroom) instruc-
tion that is part of an apprenticeship program. If you quit 
work to begin employment for an employer who is a party to 
an apprenticeship agreement, the department will review the 
separation under RCW 50.20.050 (2)(b)(i) and WAC 192-
150-050 to determine if you left work to accept a bona fide 
job offer.

(((3))) (2) Definitions. For purposes of this chapter:
(a) "To enter" means to begin participation in the appren-

ticeship program.
(i) The term "to enter" includes:
(A) Apprentices who accept temporary work with an 

employer who is not a party to the apprenticeship agreement 
and quit work to reenter training.

(B) Apprentices who quit work for a participating 
employer to enter a different apprenticeship program.

(ii) The term "to enter" does not include:
(A) Claimants applying for an apprenticeship program 

who at the time of quitting work are not enrolled in appren-
ticeship or preapprenticeship training. Their eligibility for 
benefits will be reviewed under RCW 50.20.050(2).

(B) Current apprentices who temporarily stop work for a 
participating employer to attend related/supplemental 
instruction that is a required component of their apprentice-
ship agreement. Claimants in this situation are considered to 
be on temporary layoff from work. Their eligibility for com-
missioner approved training will be reviewed under WAC 
192-200-020(3).

(b) "Active participation" means attending classes, 
engaging in other activities that are part of the related/supple-
mental instruction, and working or seeking work in accor-
dance with the apprenticeship agreement.

(c) The terms "apprentice," "apprenticeship agreement," 
"apprenticeship program," "approved," and "related/supple-
mental instruction" have the meanings described in WAC 
296-05-003.

(((4))) (3) Establishing good cause. If you quit work to 
enter an apprenticeship program, you will have good cause 
within the meaning of RCW 50.20.050 (2)(b)(xi) if you satis-
factorily demonstrate that:

(a) You have been accepted into and are entering an 
apprenticeship program approved by the Washington state 
apprenticeship training council;

(b) Prior to leaving work, you had a confirmed start date 
for related/supplemental instruction; and

(c) You continued in your employment for as long as 
was reasonably consistent with whatever arrangements were 
necessary to begin the related/supplemental instruction. In 
any event, you will not be eligible for benefits until the week 
prior to the week the related/supplemental instruction begins.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-24-008, 
filed 11/20/09, effective 12/21/09)

WAC 192-150-180  Quitting part-time work—RCW 
50.20.050(3). (1) ((Effective date. RCW 50.20.050(3) and 
this section apply to job separations that occur on or after July 
26, 2009.

(2))) Definitions. For purposes of this section:
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(a) "Part-time work" means fewer than 35 hours of work 
per week.

(b) "Full-time work" means work of 35 or more hours 
per week.

(((3))) (2) If you are simultaneously employed in a part-
time job and a full-time job, you will not be denied benefits 
for quitting the part-time job under the following circum-
stances:

(a) You quit the part-time job before losing your full-
time job;

(b) You did not know in advance that your full-time job 
would be ending; and

(c) You are eligible for benefits based on the separation 
from your full-time job.

(((4))) (3) If you are denied benefits under RCW 
50.20.050(3), the period of denial is the same as that under 
RCW 50.20.050 (2)(a). This means you will be denied for a 
period of seven weeks and until you earn at least seven times 
your weekly benefit amount in covered employment.

(((5))) (4) Examples. The following are examples only 
and do not mean that the department would rule the same in 
similar situations.

(a) You quit a part-time job two weeks before being laid 
off from your full-time job. Benefits are allowed because you 
meet the criteria of subsection (((3))) (2) of this section.

(b) You quit a part-time job before the hours at your full-
time job were reduced. Benefits are allowed because you 
meet the criteria of subsection (((3))) (2) of this section.

(c) You quit a part-time job two weeks before the end of 
a temporary full-time job. You had prior knowledge that the 
full-time job was ending. Benefits would be denied unless 
you had good cause for quitting the part-time job under RCW 
50.20.050(2).

(d) You quit a part-time job two weeks before being dis-
charged from the full-time job.

(i) If the separation from the full-time job was for mis-
conduct, benefits would be denied for quitting the part-time 
job because you are not eligible for benefits based on the sep-
aration from the full-time job.

(ii) If the separation from the full-time job was not mis-
conduct, benefits would be allowed because you meet the cri-
teria of subsection (3).

(e) You quit the part-time job and the full-time job on the 
same day. The department will determine if you had good 
cause to quit both jobs under RCW 50.20.050(2).

(f) You quit a part-time job but are still employed full-
time at your other job. The department will determine if you 
had good cause to quit under RCW 50.20.050(2).

REPEALER

The following section of the Washington Administrative 
Code is repealed:

WAC 192-150-090 How to qualify for benefits after leav-
ing work for marital or domestic rea-
sons.

REPEALER

The following sections of the Washington Administra-
tive Code are repealed:

WAC 192-320-020 How is the industry average calculated 
for rate years 2005, 2006, and 2007? 
(RCW 50.29.025.)

WAC 192-320-030 How are unemployment insurance tax 
rates determined for a current "qualified 
employer"?

WAC 192-320-035 How are unemployment insurance tax 
rates determined for employers who are 
delinquent on taxes or reports through 
rate year 2010?

WSR 17-12-102
EXPEDITED RULES

DEPARTMENT OF
FISH AND WILDLIFE
[Filed June 6, 2017, 2:54 p.m.]

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: WAC 
220-314-020 Possession limits—Bottomfish, 220-314-030 
Halibut—Seasons—Daily and possession limits, 220-314-
040 Lingcod—Areas and seasons, 220-305-010 General 
rules—Fish, and 220-310-120.

NOTICE
THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN 

EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS THAT WILL 
ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD 
PUBLIC HEARINGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS 
ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE 
RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT 
LEGISLATIVE RULE. IF YOU OBJECT TO THIS USE OF 
THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU 
MUST EXPRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN WRITING 
AND THEY MUST BE SENT TO Scott Bird, Rules Coordi-
nator, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW), 600 Capitol Way North, Olympia, WA 98501-
1091, AND RECEIVED BY August 7, 2017.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, 
Including Any Changes in Existing Rules: The purpose of 
this rule change is to adopt Washington Administrative Code 
for coastal recreational bottomfish and halibut fisheries that 
are consistent with regulations adopted by the Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (PFMC).

WAC 220-314-020 Possession limits—Bottomfish,
changes to the Washington recreational bottomfish season 
will close recreational bottomfish fishing during the winter 
which is necessary to cap recreational fishing effort and focus 
recreational fishing opportunity during a time period when 
port sampling programs are in place allowing for inseason 
catch accounting.

Changes to possession limits that reduce the daily aggre-
gate bottomfish limit from 12 to 9 and reduce the daily rock-
fish limit from 10 to 7 are needed to ensure that black rock-
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fish catch does not exceed federal harvest limits. Black rock-
fish make up a significant portion [of] the total bottomfish 
catch on the Washington coast. Based on recent years' bot-
tomfish catch, maintaining status quo daily rockfish and 
aggregate bottomfish bag limits would risk exceeding federal 
harvest guidelines for black rockfish in Washington. This 
change would exempt surfperch from the 9 fish daily bottom-
fish limit and maintains the current daily bag limit of 12. 
Surfperch are a state managed species, not associated with 
changes made through PFMC and National Marine Fisheries 
Service. Current management measures (daily limit 12) for 
surfperch are sufficient to provide recreational opportunity in 
balance with resource sustainability. The west coast canary 
rockfish population has rebuilt sufficiently to allow the reten-
tion of up to one canary rockfish in certain areas of the coast.

WAC 220-314-030 Halibut—Seasons—Daily and 
possession limits, recreational halibut season dates are being 
revised to simplify the permanent rule language. Specific rec-
reational halibut season dates are decided annually after 
WDFW hosts public meetings to gather input from interested 
stakeholders. The proposed changes to halibut seasons would 
close the recreational halibut season until season dates can be 
established and implemented through emergency regulation 
and provides the flexibility for WDFW to set recreational 
halibut seasons that reflect input from Washington recre-
ational fishermen.

A rule change is needed to revise the date that fishing for 
bottomfish is restricted seaward of 20 fathoms in Catch 
Record Card Areas 3 (La Push) and 4 (Neah Bay). Depth 
restrictions and area closures are the primary tools that allow 
for recreational fishing opportunities that are in balance with 
necessary protection of species such as yelloweye rockfish. 
Yelloweye rockfish are considered overfished and are man-
aged under a rebuilding plan by PFMC. Moving the 20 
fathom depth restriction from May 9 to May 1 is needed to 
keep numbers of yelloweye rockfish taken incidentally 
during recreational halibut and bottomfish fisheries within 
federal harvest guidelines.

Rule changes are needed to allow flatfish retention in 
Catch Record Card [Area] 1 (Ilwaco) and lingcod, sablefish, 
and Pacific cod in Catch Record Card Areas 3 (La Push) and 
4 (Neah Bay) on days open to the all depth halibut fishery. 
Restrictions are in place to limit bottomfish retention when 
anglers are targeting halibut. These restrictions are intended 
to reduce encounters with yelloweye rockfish that are man-
aged under very low harvest limits while their population 
rebuilds. Analysis conducted through PFMC has shown that 
allowing retention of certain species that are commonly 
encountered when anglers are targeting halibut will have 
minimal impact on rebuilding species and allows anglers to 
keep these species that would otherwise be discarded.

Halibut are managed to a quota specified by the Interna-
tional Pacific Halibut Commission and are managed on a port 
of landing basis such that halibut catch is attributed to the 
quota for the marine area in which they are landed. Halibut 
must be landed into a port that is open to halibut fishing in 
order to be properly accounted for. A rule change is neces-
sary to ensure that these landing restrictions are enforceable.

WAC 220-314-040 Lingcod—Areas and seasons, ling-
cod season dates in Catch Record Card Areas 1 (Ilwaco)[,] 2 
(Westport) and 3 (La Push) are being modified slightly to 
align with the recreational bottomfish season that open the 
second week in March through the third week in October. 
This change will have very little impact on the number of 
lingcod season dates as the current lingcod season is open the 
Saturday closest to March 15 through the Saturday closest to 
October 15. In addition, the minimum size limit of 22 inches 
for lingcod is being removed to allow anglers to retain ling-
cod that may have otherwise been discarded. Lingcod 
resources in coastal areas are healthy and size restrictions are 
not necessary for resource protection. These changes will 
simplify regulations for recreational anglers.

WAC 220-310-120 Gaffing and use of other body-
penetrating devices—Personal use, proposed rule changes 
will remove the prohibition on using a gaff hook to bring a 
lingcod on board a recreational fishing vessel in areas where 
there is no size limit. This rule was in place to ensure that 
undersized lingcod that were caught could be returned to the 
water unharmed and is not necessary in areas where the size 
limit has been removed.

WAC 220-305-010 General rules—Fish, a rule change 
is needed to clarify Washington Administrative Codes 
regarding recreational bottomfish and shellfish possession 
limits. Rule changes made recently added general clarity to 
the rule but additional changes are needed to make it clear 
that bottomfish and shellfish caught in the Pacific Ocean 
waters off Oregon and transited into a Washington port are 
subject to Washington personal use fishing regulations 
including possession limits. Similar to the other clarifications 
these changes are needed to ensure that Washington is not at 
risk of exceeding federal harvest limits if catch from an area 
with less restrictive limits are allowed into Washington.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: This rule change con-
forms to regulations adopted by PFMC and implemented into 
federal regulation by the National Marine Fisheries Service. 
Input from Washington recreational fishermen was gathered 
during the PFMC public process and during public meetings 
sponsored by WDFW.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 77.04.020, 
77.12.045, and 77.12.047.

Statute Being Implemented: RCW 77.04.020, 77.12.045, 
and 77.12.047.

Rule is necessary because of federal law, C.F.R. Title 50, 
Part 660.

Name of Proponent: [WDFW], governmental.

Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting 
and Implementation: Heather Reed, Olympia, Washington, 
(360) 902-2487; and Enforcement: Deputy Chief Mike 
Cenci, 1111 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, WA, (360) 
902-2938.

June 6, 2017

Scott Bird

Rules Coordinator
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 17-05-112, 
filed 2/15/17, effective 3/18/17)

WAC 220-305-010  General rules—Fish. (1) It is 
unlawful to take, fish for, possess or transport fish, shellfish, 
or fish or shellfish parts, in or from any waters or land within 
the jurisdiction of the state of Washington, or from the waters 
of the Pacific Ocean, except as provided by department rule. 
Specifically, persons delivering fish or shellfish caught in 
Pacific Ocean waters into Washington are subject to all 
Washington personal use fishing, possession, and licensing 
regulations.

(2) It is unlawful for any person who takes or possesses 
fish or shellfish taken from any of the waters or beaches of 
the Columbia River, the state of Washington, or the Pacific 
Ocean, for any purpose, to fail to submit the fish or shellfish 
for inspection by authorized department personnel. Violation 
of this subsection is punishable under RCW 77.15.360 
Unlawful interfering in department operations—Penalty.

(3) It is unlawful for the owner or operator of any fishing 
gear to refuse to submit to inspection of the gear in any man-
ner specified by a fish and wildlife officer. Violation of this 
subsection is punishable under RCW 77.15.470.

(4) It is unlawful for any person to fish for fish or shell-
fish while in possession in the field of fish or shellfish that are 
in violation of the rules for the area fished. This subsection 
does not apply to vessels in transit between Washington 
marine areas. Violation of this subsection is punishable under 
RCW 77.15.380 or RCW 77.15.550, depending on the cir-
cumstances of the violation.

(5) It is unlawful to take, fish for, possess, injure, kill, or 
molest fish in any fishway, fish ladder, fish screen, holding 
pond, rearing pond, or other fish protective device, or to 
interfere with the proper operation of a fish protective device 
in any way. Violation of this subsection is punishable under 
RCW 77.15.370 or 77.15.380, depending on the circum-
stances of the violation.

(6) It is unlawful to take or possess any fish or shellfish 
smaller or larger than the minimum or maximum size limits 
or in excess of catch or possession limits prescribed by 
department rule. A person must immediately return to the 
water any fish or shellfish snagged, hooked, netted or gilled 
that do not conform to department size requirements or are in 
excess of catch or possession limits with the least possible 
injury to the fish or shellfish. Violation of this subsection is a 
misdemeanor punishable under RCW 77.15.380 or 77.15.-
550, depending on the circumstances of the violation.

(7) It is unlawful for any person or entity licensed by the 
department or bringing fish or shellfish into the state to fail to 
comply with the directions of authorized department person-
nel related to the collection of sampling data or material from 
fish or shellfish. It is also unlawful for any person or entity to 
fail to relinquish to the department, upon request, any part of 
a salmon or other fish containing coded-wire tags including, 
but not limited to, the snouts of salmon with clipped adipose 
fins.

(8) For the purposes of this section "delivery" means 
transportation by a private or commercial recreational fishing 
vessel. Delivery in Washington is complete when, within the 
state, the vessel anchors, moors, ties to a float or pier, or is 
placed or attempted to be placed on a boat trailer. Delivery is 

also complete if the fish or shellfish are offloaded from the 
vessel within state waters.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 17-05-112, 
filed 2/15/17, effective 3/18/17)

WAC 220-310-120  Gaffing and use of other body-
penetrating devices—Personal use. (1) It is unlawful to 
club, gaff, snag, snare, dip net, harass, spear, stone, or other-
wise molest, mutilate, injure, kill, destroy, or shoot with a 
firearm, crossbow, bow and arrow, or compressed air gun, 
any fish or shellfish or fish or shellfish parts for personal-use 
purposes, except:

(a) A person may use a dip net or club in the landing of 
fish taken by personal-use angling, unless otherwise pro-
vided; and a person may use a gaff in the landing of tuna, hal-
ibut, lingcod in Marine Areas 1 through 3 and 4, west of the 
Bonilla-Tatoosh line and dogfish, and a harpoon in the land-
ing of halibut, in all catch record card areas;

(b) A person may use a spear in underwater spear fish-
ing, as provided in WAC 220-310-130;

(c) A person may use a bow and arrow or spear to take 
carp or as provided by department rule;

(d) A person may snag herring, smelt, anchovies, pil-
chard, sand lance, and squid when using forage fish jigger 
gear or squid jigs; and

(e) A person may shoot halibut when landing them with 
a dip net, harpoon or gaff for personal use only.

(2) It is unlawful to possess fish or shellfish or parts of 
fish or shellfish taken using the unlawful methods described 
in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) It is unlawful to use a device that penetrates the body 
of a sturgeon under any circumstance, whether the sturgeon is 
legal to retain or not.

(4) Violation of this section is a gross misdemeanor pun-
ishable under RCW 77.15.370, Unlawful recreational fishing 
in the first degree—Penalty.

(5) It is unlawful to attempt acts that violate this section. 
Violation of this subsection is punishable under RCW 77.15.-
380, Unlawful recreational fishing in the second degree—
Penalty.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 17-05-112, 
filed 2/15/17, effective 3/18/17)

WAC 220-314-020  Possession limits—Bottomfish.
((It is unlawful to fish for, retain, or possess sixgill, sevengill, 
or thresher sharks.)) It is unlawful for any person to ((take in 
any day more than the following quantities of)) fish for or 
take bottomfish for personal use((. The possession limit at 
any time may not exceed the equivalent of two daily limits in 
fresh, frozen or processed form. Unless otherwise provided, 
bottomfish fishing is open the entire year.

(1) Coastal (Catch Record Card Areas 1 through 4):)) 
except within the seasons, daily quantities and possession 
limits prescribed as follows:

(1) Coastal areas (Catch Record Card Areas 1 through 3 
and 4 west of the Bonilla-Tatoosh line):

(a) Bottomfish fishing is open the second Saturday in 
March through the third Saturday in October, except fishing 
for surfperch from the shore is allowed year-round.
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(b) Limit 12 surfperch. For all other bottomfish, limit is 
9 fish total, ((except limit 10 fish total east of the Bonilla-
Tatoosh line, of all species and species groups of bottom-
fish,)) which may include no more than:

(((a))) (i) Lingcod: 2 fish, no minimum length. ((Mini-
mum length is 22 inches in Catch Record Card Areas 1 
through 4.

(b)))
(ii) Rockfish: ((10)) 7 fish in aggregate ((except)) which 

can include up to one canary rockfish in Catch Record Card 
Areas 1 and 2. The possession limit for ((canary rockfish 
and)) yelloweye rockfish is 0. ((In Marine Area 4 east of the 
Bonilla-Tatoosh line: 6 fish. Only black or blue rockfish may 
be retained.

(c)))
(iii) Wolf-eel: 0 fish from Catch Record Card Area 4.
(((d))) (iv) Cabezon: (((i) Marine Areas 1 through 3: 2 

fish.
(ii) Marine Area 4: 1 fish; the minimum size limit is 18 

inches.)) Marine Areas 1 through 3: 2 fish. Marine Area 4: 1 
fish; the minimum size limit is 18 inches.

(2) Inner Puget Sound (Catch Record Card Areas 4 east 
of the Bonilla-Tatoosh line, and 5 through 13):

(a) Catch Record Card Area 4 east of the Bonilla-
Tatoosh line: Limit 10 fish total, which may include no more 
than:

(i) Lingcod: 2 fish, minimum length of 22 inches.
(ii) Rockfish: 6 fish. Only black or blue rockfish may be 

retained.
(iii) Wolf-eel: 0 fish.
(iv) Cabezon: 1 fish; the minimum size limit is 18 

inches.
(b) Catch Record Card Areas 5 and 6: 15 fish total for all 

species and species groups of bottomfish, which may include 
no more than:

Rockfish in Marine Area 5 
except

1 fish May 1 through 
September 30. Only 

black or blue rockfish 
may be retained.

in Marine Area 5 west of 
Slip Point

3 fish. Only black or 
blue rockfish may be 

retained.

in Marine Area 6. 0 fish

Surfperch 10 fish

Pacific cod 2 fish

Pollock 2 fish

Flatfish (except halibut) 15 fish

Lingcod 1 fish

Wolf-eel  0 fish

Cabezon 1 fish

Pacific hake 2 fish

(((b))) (c) Catch Record Card Area 7: 15 fish total for all 
species of bottomfish, which may include no more than:

Rockfish 0 fish

Surfperch 10 fish

Pacific cod 2 fish

Flatfish (except halibut) 15 fish

Lingcod 1 fish

Wolf-eel 0 fish

Cabezon 1 fish

Pollock 2 fish

Pacific hake 2 fish

(((c))) (d) Catch Record Card Areas 8-1 through 11 and 
13: 15 fish total for all species and species groups of bottom-
fish, which may include no more than:

Rockfish  0 fish

Surfperch 10 fish

Pacific cod 0 fish

Pollock 0 fish

Flatfish (except halibut) 15 fish

Lingcod 1 fish

Wolf-eel 0 fish

Cabezon 1 fish

Pacific hake 0 fish

(((d))) (e) Catch Record Card Area 12: 15 fish total for 
all species and species groups of bottomfish, which may 
include no more than:

Rockfish  0 fish

Surfperch 0 fish

Pacific cod 0 fish

Pollock 0 fish

Flatfish (except halibut) 15 fish

Lingcod 0 fish

Wolf-eel 0 fish

Cabezon 0 fish

Pacific hake 0 fish

(((e) It is unlawful to possess lingcod taken by angling 
that are under 26 inches in length or over)) (f) The possession 
limit for lingcod taken by angling gear is 26 to 36 inches in 
length. ((It is unlawful to possess lingcod taken by)) For
spear fishing ((that are over)), lingcod may not be possessed 
that exceed 36 inches in length.

(((f))) (g) In Marine Areas 5 through 11 and 13, the min-
imum size limit for cabezon is 18 inches. All cabezon must be 
released in Catch Record Card Areas 5 through 11 and 13 
from December 1 through April 30.

(((g))) (h) In Catch Record Card Area 5, the daily limit 
for rockfish is the first legal rockfish caught, except that west 
of Slip Point, the daily limit for rockfish is the first three legal 
rockfish caught. Only black or blue rockfish may be retained. 
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After the daily limit of rockfish is caught, all subsequent 
rockfish must be released.

(((h))) (i) In Catch Record Card Area 5, it is unlawful to 
take rockfish by spear fishing except when this area is open to 
spear fishing for lingcod.

(3) The possession limit at any time may not exceed the 
equivalent of two daily limits in fresh, frozen or processed 
form.

(4) Unless otherwise provided, bottomfish fishing is 
open the entire year.

(5) Daily limits include bottomfish caught in adjacent 
areas bordering other states, such as Oregon.

(6) It is unlawful to fish for, retain, or possess sixgill, 
sevengill, or thresher sharks.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 17-05-112, 
filed 2/15/17, effective 3/18/17)

WAC 220-314-030  Halibut—Seasons—Daily and 
possession limits. (1) It is unlawful to fish for or possess hal-
ibut taken for personal use except from the areas or in excess 
of the amounts provided for in this section:

(a) Catch Record Card Area 1: ((Open on the first Thurs-
day in May or May 1, if May 1 is a Friday or Saturday, 
through the third Saturday in July, from 12:01 a.m. each 
Thursday through 11:59 p.m. each Saturday. The fishery will 
reopen on the first Friday in August through September 30, 
from 12:01 a.m. each Friday through 11:59 p.m. each Sun-
day.)) Closed except as provided by emergency rule. By-
catch restriction: It is unlawful during any vessel trip to bring 
into port or land bottomfish, except flatfish, sablefish ((or)) 
and Pacific cod, if the vessel has brought halibut into port or 
landed halibut.

(b) Catch Record Card Area 2:
(i) The northern near shore fishery takes place in those 

waters from 47°31.70'N. lat. south to 46°58.00'N. lat. and 
east of a boundary line approximating the 30 fathom depth 
contour as defined by the following coordinates:

47°31.70'N. lat., 124°37.03'W. long.
47°25.67'N. lat., 124°34.79'W. long.
47°12.82'N. lat., 124°29.12'W. long.
46°58.00'N. lat., 124°24.24'W. long.

((Open on the first Sunday in May through September 30 
on days that all other waters in Area 2 are open, as specified 
in (b)(ii) of this subsection, and from 12:01 a.m. each Thurs-
day through 11:59 p.m. each Sunday.)) Closed except as pro-
vided by emergency rule.

(ii) All other waters in Area 2 - ((Open on the first Sun-
day in May through the third Sunday in May from 12:01 a.m. 
through 11:59 p.m. each Sunday, and from 12:01 a.m. 
through 11:59 p.m. each Tuesday. Beginning on the third 
Sunday in May through September 30, the halibut fishery 
will be open from 12:01 a.m. through 11:59 p.m. each Sun-
day.)) Closed except as provided by emergency rule.

(iii) From March 15 through June 15, it is unlawful to 
fish for or possess bottomfish, except rockfish, seaward of 
line approximating the 30-fathom depth contour as defined 
by the coordinates below. However, a person may fish for 
and retain sablefish and Pacific cod from May 1 through June 

15 and retain lingcod on days open during the primary halibut 
season as described in (b)(ii) of this subsection, seaward of a 
line approximating the 30-fathom depth contour as defined 
by the coordinates below:

47°31.70'N. lat., 124°37.03'W. long.
47°25.67'N. lat., 124°34.79'W. long.
47°12.82'N. lat., 124°29.12'W. long.
46°52.94'N. lat., 124°22.58'W. long.
46°44.18'N. lat., 124°18.00'W. long.
46°38.17'N. lat., 124°15.88'W. long.

(c) Catch Record Card Areas 3 and 4 - ((Open the first 
Thursday between May 9 and May 15 of each year through 
September 30, from 12:01 a.m. through 11:59 p.m. each 
Thursday, and from 12:01 a.m. through 11:59 p.m. each Sat-
urday.)) Closed except as provided by emergency rule. The 
following area southwest of Cape Flattery is closed to halibut 
fishing at all times:

Those waters within an eastward-facing C-shaped closed 
area defined as: Beginning at 48°18'N. lat., 125°18'W. long.; 
thence to 48°18'N. lat., 124°59'W. long.; thence to 48°11'N. 
lat., 124°59'W. long.; thence to 48°11'N. lat., 125°11'W. 
long.; thence to 48°04'N. lat., 125°11'W. long.; thence to 
48°04'N. lat., 124°59'W. long.; thence to 48°00'N. lat., 
124°59'W. long.; thence to 48°00'N. lat., 125°18'W. long.; 
thence to the point of origin.

It is unlawful to fish for or possess bottomfish seaward 
of a line approximating the 20-fathom depth contour as 
defined by the following coordinates, from ((June)) May 1 
through ((September 30)) Labor Day except, on days and 
times ((closed)) open to halibut fishing when only lingcod, 
sablefish and Pacific cod can be retained:

48°23.9'N. lat., 124°44.2'W. long.
48°23.6'N. lat., 124°44.9'W. long.
48°18.6'N. lat., 124°43.6'W. long.
48°18.6'N. lat., 124°48.2'W. long.
48°10.0'N. lat., 124°48.8'W. long.
48°02.4'N. lat., 124°49.3'W. long.
47°37.6'N. lat., 124°34.3'W. long.
47°31.7'N. lat., 124°32.4'W. long.

(d) Catch Record Card Areas 5 through 13 - ((Open the 
Thursday before Memorial Day through September 30, 
except closed to fishing for halibut beginning at 12:01 a.m. 
each Tuesday through 11:59 p.m. each Wednesday.

(e) Catch Record Card Areas 6 through 13 - Open May 1 
through September 30, except closed to fishing for halibut 
beginning at 12:01 a.m. each Tuesday through 11:59 p.m. 
each Wednesday.)) Closed except as provided by emergency 
rule.

(2) Daily limit is one halibut taken from state or offshore 
waters. This does not include Canadian waters; see WAC 
220-310-210 for limits on Canadian-origin halibut.

(3) The possession limit is two daily limits of halibut in 
any form, except the possession limit aboard the fishing ves-
sel is one daily limit. See WAC 220-310-210 for rules on 
Canadian-origin halibut possession.

(4) It is unlawful to fish for, retain, possess, or land hali-
but into a port located within an area that is closed to halibut 
fishing. This does not include halibut caught in Canadian 
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waters. See WAC 220-310-210 for rules on Canadian-origin 
halibut possession.

(5) A violation of this section is punishable under RCW 
77.15.370 or 77.15.380, depending on the violation.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 17-05-112, 
filed 2/15/17, effective 3/18/17)

WAC 220-314-040  Lingcod—Areas and seasons. It is 
unlawful to take, fish for, or possess lingcod for personal use 
except during the following seasons and areas:

(1) Coastal area:
(a) Catch Record Card Areas 1 through 3: ((The Satur-

day closest to March 15, through the Saturday closest to 
October 15;

(b) Catch Record Card Area 4 west of the Bonilla-
Tatoosh line: April 16 through October 15, or the Saturday 
closest to October 15 if that Saturday comes before October 
15, whichever is earlier; and

(c))) From the second Saturday in March, through the 
third Saturday in October; and

(b) Catch Record Card Area 4 east and west of the 
Bonilla-Tatoosh line: April 16 through October 15.

(((d))) (c) It is unlawful to fish for, retain, or possess 
lingcod in Catch Record Card Area 1 seaward of a line 
extending from 46°38.17'N. lat., 124°21.00'W. long. to 
((46°25.00'N.)) 46°33.00'N. lat., 124°21.00'W. long. year-
round.

(((e))) (d) It is unlawful to fish for, retain, or possess 
lingcod in Catch Record Card Area 2 seaward of a line 
extending from 47°31.70'N. lat., 124°45.00'W. long. south to 
46°38.17'N. lat., 124°30.00'W. long. year-round, except that 
lingcod may be taken, retained and possessed seaward of the 
line on days open during the primary halibut season.

(2) Catch Record Card Areas 5 through 13: May 1 
through June 15 by angling, and May 21 through June 15 by 
spear fishing.
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