
WSR 21-16-034
PERMANENT RULES

EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DEPARTMENT
[Filed July 26, 2021, 12:05 p.m., effective January 2, 2022]

Effective Date of Rule: January 2, 2022.
Purpose: Under current rules, unemployment insurance benefits 

claimants must be available for work during all the usual hours and 
days of the week customary for their occupation. This requirement can 
be unobtainable for some claimants who work in 24/7 professions, espe-
cially those claimants who have family caregiving responsibilities. 
Rule making is necessary to set a more obtainable standard of availa-
bility. Additionally, rule making is necessary to include shifts of 
employment as a factor used to determine suitable work, consistent 
with Unemployment Insurance Program Letter No. 41-98.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: New WAC 192-170-020; 
and amending WAC 192-140-200, 192-170-010, 192-170-050, 192-170-070, 
192-170-090, and 192-200-005.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 50.12.010 and 50.12.040 
provide general rule-making authority to the employment security de-
partment. RCW 50.12.042 provides specific rule-making authority re-
garding the requirement that unemployment claimants be able to work, 
available for work, and actively seek work. RCW 50.20.010 addresses 
the requirement that claimants be able to work, available for work, 
and be actively seeking work. RCW 50.20.100 provides rule-making au-
thority to determine what factors to consider when determining suita-
ble work.

Adopted under notice filed as WSR 21-11-004 on May 7, 2021.
Changes Other than Editing from Proposed to Adopted Version: The 

final rule is updated to reflect current subsection numbering of WAC 
192-170-010, which was amended by WSR 21-12-068 on May 28, 2021.

A final cost-benefit analysis is available by contacting Joshua 
Dye, P.O. Box 9046, phone 360-890-3472, fax 844-652-7096, email 
rules@esd.wa.gov, website https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/rulemaking/
benefits.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 1, 
Amended 6, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: July 26, 2021.
Dan Zeitlin

 Employment Security
Policy Director

OTS-1987.1
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 16-21-013, filed 10/7/16, effective 
11/14/16)

WAC 192-140-200  What happens if I certify that I am not able to 
or available for work?  (1) Benefits will be denied or reduced ((under 
RCW 50.20.130)) in accordance with WAC 192-170-020 without requiring 
additional information or interview if you file a weekly claim that:

(a) States you were not available for work or were not able to 
work ((on one or two days of a week or weeks being claimed)) for at 
least forty hours during the week during the hours customary for your 
trade or occupation; and

(b) ((The day or days to which this condition applies are normal 
working days in your regular occupation; and

(c))) The information supplied clearly supports this finding.
((This reduction applies only to the day or days for which avail-

able information shows you are ineligible for benefits.
(2) Benefits will be denied under RCW 50.20.010 (1)(c) without 

requiring additional information or interview if you file a weekly 
claim that:

(a) States you were not available for work or were not able to 
work for three or more days of a week or weeks being claimed; and

(b) The days to which this condition applies are normal working 
days in your regular occupation; and

(c) The information supplied clearly supports this finding.
This denial applies only to the week or weeks for which you spe-

cifically indicate you are ineligible for benefits.
(3))) (2) Benefits will be denied under RCW 50.20.010 (1)(c) 

without requiring additional information or interview if you file a 
weekly claim that indicates you are not able to work or not available 
for work because of a circumstance that is expected to continue beyond 
the immediate week or weeks claimed.

This denial will begin with the first week claimed in which the 
circumstance applies and continue until the circumstance no longer ex-
ists.

(((4))) (3) Any denial of benefits under subsections (((2) and 
(3))) (1) and (2) of this section will be issued without delay. The 
department will not issue a written decision when benefits are reduced 
under subsection (1) of this section.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 50.12.010 and 50.12.040. WSR 16-21-013, § 
192-140-200, filed 10/7/16, effective 11/14/16. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 50.12.010, 50.12.040, 50.12.042. WSR 05-01-076, § 192-140-200, 
filed 12/9/04, effective 1/9/05.]

OTS-3176.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-12-068, filed 5/28/21, effective 
6/28/21)

WAC 192-170-010  Availability for work—RCW 50.20.010.  (1) In 
general, the department will consider you available for work if you:
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(a) Are willing to ((work)) accept suitable full-time, part-time, 
and ((accept)) temporary work during ((all of)) the usual hours and 
days of the week customary for your occupation.

(i) You are not required to ((be available for)) accept part-time 
or temporary work if it would substantially interfere with your return 
to your regular occupation.

(ii) The requirement to be ((available for)) willing to accept 
full-time work does not apply under the circumstances described in WAC 
192-170-050 (1)(b) or 192-170-070;

(b) Are capable of accepting and reporting for any suitable work 
within the labor market in which you are seeking work;

(c) Do not impose conditions that substantially reduce or limit 
your opportunity to return to work at the earliest possible time;

(d) Are available for work for at least forty hours during the 
week during the hours customary for your trade or occupation; and

(e) Are physically present in your normal labor market area, un-
less you are actively seeking and willing to accept work outside your 
normal labor market.

(2) You are considered available for work if you are an active 
registered electrical apprentice in an approved electrical apprentice-
ship program under chapter 49.04 RCW and chapter 296-05 WAC.

(3) You are not considered available for work if you fail or re-
fuse to seek work as required in a directive issued by the department 
under WAC 192-180-010.

(4) If you are physically located outside of the United States, 
Puerto Rico, or the U.S. Virgin Islands, the department will consider 
you available for work if you meet the requirements of subsections (1) 
and (2) of this section, and:

(a) You are legally authorized to work in the country in which 
you are physically located;

(b) You are immediately available for work in the United States; 
or

(c) You are a spouse or domestic partner of a member of the Uni-
ted States Armed Forces and you are legally authorized to work within 
the foreign military base where your spouse or domestic partner is 
stationed.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 50.12.010, 50.12.040, 50.20.010, 50.20.230, 
50.20.240, 50.29.021, 50.29.025 and 50.29.062. WSR 21-12-068, § 
192-170-010, filed 5/28/21, effective 6/28/21. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 50.12.010, 50.12.040, 50.12.042 and 50.20.010. WSR 20-11-022, § 
192-170-010, filed 5/13/20, effective 7/5/20. Statutory Authority: RCW 
50.12.010, 50.20.010, 50.20.230, 50.20.240, and 50.12.040. WSR 
20-10-056, § 192-170-010, filed 4/30/20, effective 7/5/20. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 50.12.010, 50.12.040, and 50.20.010. WSR 10-11-046, § 
192-170-010, filed 5/12/10, effective 6/12/10.]

OTS-1989.3
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NEW SECTION
WAC 192-170-020  Benefit reductions due to only partial availa-

bility—RCW 50.20.130(1).  (1) If you are available for at least forty 
hours during the week during the hours customary for your trade or oc-
cupation, benefits will not be reduced under RCW 50.20.130(1).

(2) If you are available for at least thirty-five but less than 
forty hours during the week during the hours customary for your trade 
or occupation, your weekly benefit amount will be reduced by one-sev-
enth.

(3) If you are available for at least thirty but less than thir-
ty-five hours during the week during the hours customary for your 
trade or occupation, your weekly benefit amount will be reduced by 
two-sevenths.

(4) If you are not available for at least thirty hours during the 
week during the hours customary for your trade or occupation, benefits 
will be denied under RCW 50.20.010 (1)(c).
[]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 02-08-072, filed 4/2/02, effective 
5/3/02)

WAC 192-170-050  Suitable work factors—RCW 50.20.100 and 
50.20.110.  (1) Physical fitness. In determining whether work is suit-
able as defined by RCW 50.20.100 and 50.20.110, the department will 
consider whether you have a disability that prevents you from perform-
ing the essential functions of the job without a substantial risk to 
your health or safety.

(a) For purposes of this section, the term "disability" means a 
sensory, mental, or physical condition that:

(i) Is medically recognizable or diagnosable;
(ii) Exists as a record or history; and
(iii) Substantially limits the proper performance of your job.
(b) The department may determine in individual circumstances that 

less than full-time work is suitable if:
(i) The disability prevents you from working the number of hours 

that are customary to the occupation;
(ii) You are actively seeking work for the occupation and hours 

you have the ability to perform; and
(iii) The restriction on the number of hours you can work, the 

essential functions you can perform, and the occupations you are seek-
ing does not substantially limit your employment prospects within your 
general area.

(c) To be considered available for suitable work, you must be 
available for employment in an occupation in keeping with your prior 
work experience, shifts of employment, education, or training. If such 
employment is not available in your general area, you must be willing 
to accept any employment which you have the physical or mental ability 
to perform.

(d) Disabilities resulting from pregnancy will be treated the 
same as other disabilities, except that the department will also con-
sider the risk to your pregnancy when deciding whether work is suita-
ble.
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(e) The department will require verification from a physician of 
your disability, including:

(i) The restrictions on the tasks or work-related functions you 
can perform;

(ii) The restrictions on the number of hours you can work, if 
any;

(iii) The expected duration of the disability and resulting work 
restrictions; and

(iv) The types of tasks or work-related functions you are able to 
perform with this disability, if known by the physician.

(2) Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter:
(a) "General area" means an individual's labor market area and 

includes the geographic area within which an individual would custom-
arily seek work in a given occupation.

(b) "Physician" means a person licensed to practice one or more 
of the following professions: Medicine and surgery (including, but not 
limited to, psychiatry); osteopathic medicine and surgery; chiroprac-
tic; naturopathic medicine; podiatry.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 50.12.010, 50.12.040, 50.20.010. WSR 
02-08-072, § 192-170-050, filed 4/2/02, effective 5/3/02.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 05-19-018, filed 9/9/05, effective 
10/10/05)

WAC 192-170-070  What are the availability requirements for part-
time eligible workers?—RCW 50.20.119.  (((1))) If you are a part-time 
eligible worker as defined in RCW 50.20.119((, you may limit your 
availability for work to)):

(1) You must be willing to accept work of 17 or fewer hours per 
week. You may refuse any job of 18 or more hours per week.

(2) You must be available for work at least 17 hours per week 
during the usual hours and days of the week customary for your occupa-
tion. ((For example, if your occupation normally requires both day and 
evening hours of work, you must be available for work both day and 
evening hours.))

(3) You must ((be available for work all days of the week that 
are usual for your occupation, even if you have not worked those days 
in the past. If you are not available for work on any day that is a 
usual day of work for your occupation, we will reduce your benefits 
under RCW 50.20.130. For example, if your occupation usually works 
Monday through Friday, you must be available for work Monday through 
Friday, even if you have only worked weekends in the past)) not impose 
conditions on your availability that substantially reduce or limit 
your opportunity to return to work at the earliest possible time.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 50.12.010, 50.12.040, and 50.12.042. WSR 
05-19-018, § 192-170-070, filed 9/9/05, effective 10/10/05.]
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 10-11-046, filed 5/12/10, effective 
6/12/10)

WAC 192-170-090  Incarceration.  (1) If you were previously 
warned that your continued employment was in jeopardy because of poor 
attendance, and you engage in illegal activities where you are aware 
there is a clear possibility of arrest and detention, misconduct may 
be established under RCW 50.04.294 (2)(d) or (e).

(2) If you are jailed but later released without having been 
charged with or convicted of a crime, the separation is not considered 
misconduct except as provided in subsection (3) of this section.

(3) If your employer discharges you for absenteeism or job aban-
donment because you failed without good cause to notify the employer 
of your incarceration or anticipated release date, such failure may be 
considered misconduct.

(((4) You will be considered unavailable for work during any days 
in which you are incarcerated unless those days are not part of your 
regular work week based on your occupation. Example: You are sentenced 
to a specific time in custody but allowed to serve your time on week-
ends. If weekends are not part of your regular work week, you will be 
considered available for work.))
[Statutory Authority: RCW 50.12.010, 50.12.040, and 50.20.010. WSR 
10-11-046, § 192-170-090, filed 5/12/10, effective 6/12/10.]

OTS-1988.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 10-11-046, filed 5/12/10, effective 
6/12/10)

WAC 192-200-005  Disqualification of students—RCW 50.20.095. 
(1) General rule. If you are registered in a course of study that pro-
vides scholastic instruction of twelve or more credit hours per week, 
you are disqualified from receiving benefits or credit for your wait-
ing week.

(2) Period of disqualification. The disqualification starts with 
the week the instruction begins or the week you left employment to re-
turn to school, whichever is earlier. The disqualification ends at 
midnight on Saturday of the week prior to the first full week in which 
you are no longer registered for twelve or more hours of instruction. 
You must certify to the department that you are not currently regis-
tered for twelve or more credit hours and will not be registered for 
twelve or more credit hours for at least sixty days. If you begin 
classes within sixty days, all benefits paid since the date of your 
certification will be considered an overpayment. This overpayment is 
subject to recovery under RCW 50.20.190. If you are registered for 
classes that begin more than sixty days in the future, you will not be 
disqualified under this subsection.

(3) Disqualification not applicable. The disqualification does 
not apply if you:

(a) Are in approved training under RCW 50.20.043;
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(b) Are in an approved self-employment assistance program under 
RCW 50.20.250; or

(c) Show by a preponderance of the evidence that ((your student 
status does not significantly interfere with your actual availability 
for work when you apply)) you meet the availability requirements in 
chapter 192-170 WAC.

(4) Definitions. As used in this section:
(a) "School" includes primary schools, secondary schools, and in-

stitutions of higher education as defined in RCW 50.44.037;
(b) "Scholastic instruction" includes all teaching or opportunity 

for learning subjects other than those of a strictly vocational na-
ture. Subjects of a vocational nature are those embraced in the defi-
nition of "training" contained in WAC 192-200-010.

(c) "Twelve or more hours per week" means 12 or more credit hours 
per week or its equivalent.

(5) Students. Students who claim benefits are subject to all of 
the provisions of Title 50 RCW including:

(a) RCW 50.20.050 dealing with those who leave work voluntarily 
without good cause;

(b) RCW 50.20.010 (1)(c) requiring claimants to be able and 
available for and actively seeking work; and

(c) RCW 50.20.240 requiring claimants to provide evidence of 
their job search activities as requested by the department.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 50.12.010, 50.12.040, and 50.20.010. WSR 
10-11-046, § 192-200-005, filed 5/12/10, effective 6/12/10. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 50.12.010, 50.12.040, 50.20.010, 50.20.250(7) and 
50.20.012. WSR 07-23-129, § 192-200-005, filed 11/21/07, effective 
1/1/08. Statutory Authority: RCW 50.12.010, 50.12.040, 50.12.042. WSR 
05-01-076, § 192-200-005, filed 12/9/04, effective 1/9/05.]
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