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Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: WAC 357-31-325 
When must an employer grant leave with pay for other miscellaneous 
reasons? and 357-31-326 When may an employer grant leave with pay?

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: This filing repeals WAC 357-31-325(5) 
to remove the requirement for a general government employer to grant 
leave with pay (LWP) when an employee is required by Centers of [for] 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines to self-quarantine due 
to the novel coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), but is otherwise 
healthy and has not tested for COVID-19 and the employer has deter-
mined the employee does not have the option to telework. It also re-
peals WAC 357-31-326(4) to remove the option for higher education em-
ployers to grant LWP when an employee is required by CDC guidelines to 
self-quarantine due to COVID-19, but is otherwise healthy and has not 
tested for COVID-19 and the employer has determined the employee does 
not have the option to telework.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: To align chapter 357-31 WAC with the 
progression of the COVID-19 response resulting from a change in cir-
cumstances including increased availability of testing and vaccine 
along with updated CDC requirements/guidelines for preventing the 
spread of COVID-19. Based on the updated guidelines and the availabil-
ity and effectiveness of the COVID-19 vaccine, leave with pay is no 
longer needed for individuals to self-quarantine.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: Chapter 41.06 RCW.
Statute Being Implemented: Chapter 41.06 RCW.
Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 

decision.
Name of Proponent: Office of financial management (OFM), state 

human resources, governmental.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Caroline Kirk, 

128 10th Avenue S.W., Olympia, WA 98501, 360-878-4827; Implementation 
and Enforcement: Brandy Chinn, 128 10th Avenue S.W., Olympia, WA 
98501, 360-878-2901.

This notice meets the following criteria to use the expedited re-
peal process for these rules:

The rule is no longer necessary because of changed circumstances.
Explanation of the Reason the Agency Believes the Expedited Rule-

Making Process is Appropriate: The rule change is based on a change of 
circumstances.

NOTICE
THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROC-

ESS THAT WILL ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD PUBLIC HEAR-
INGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE 
RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE RULE. IF YOU 
OBJECT TO THIS USE OF THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU MUST EX-
PRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN WRITING AND THEY MUST BE SENT TO Roselyn Mar-
cus, OFM, P.O. Box 43113, Olympia, WA 98504-3113, phone 360-902-0434, 
email Roselyn.Marcus@ofm.wa.gov, AND RECEIVED BY October 18, 2021.

August 9, 2021
Roselyn Marcus
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Assistant Director
of Legal and Legislative Affairs

OTS-3225.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-12-020, filed 5/24/21, effective 
7/1/21)

WAC 357-31-325  When must an employer grant leave with pay for 
other miscellaneous reasons?  Leave with pay must be granted to an em-
ployee in accordance with WAC 357-31-320 and for the following rea-
sons:

(1) To allow an employee to receive assessment from the employee 
assistance program.

(2) When an employee is scheduled to take an examination or par-
ticipate in an interview for a position with a state employer during 
scheduled work hours.

(a) Employers may limit the number of occurrences or the total 
amount of paid leave that will be granted to an employee to partici-
pate in an interview or take an examination during scheduled work 
hours.

(b) Employers may deny an employee's request to participate in an 
interview or take an examination during scheduled work hours based 
upon operational necessity.

(3) When an employee is required to appear during working hours 
for a physical examination to determine physical fitness for military 
service.

(4) To allow a general government employee to take paid leave, 
not to exceed thirty days in a two-year period to participate in life-
giving procedures, such as medical procedures, including testing, sam-
pling, or donation of organs, tissues, and other body components for 
the purpose of donation, without compensation. For this subsection 
blood or plasma donations are not considered life-giving procedures.

(a) General government employers may take operational necessity 
into account and require the employee to provide reasonable advance 
notice.

(b) Employees must provide written proof from an accredited medi-
cal institution, physician, or other medical professional that the em-
ployee will or has participated in a life-giving procedure.

(5) ((When a general government employee is required by Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines to self-quarantine due 
to novel coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), but is otherwise healthy 
and has not tested positive for COVID-19, and the employer has deter-
mined the employee does not have the option to telework. An employer 
may subsequently determine that a telework option exists for the em-
ployee and direct the employee to telework. If the employee is direc-
ted to telework under this subsection and declines to do so, the em-
ployee must use other available leave options. The employee may re-
ceive up to fourteen days of leave with pay under this subsection. 
This subsection is effective until the expiration of proclamation 
20-05, issued February 29, 2020, by the governor and declaring an 
emergency in the state of Washington, or any amendment thereto, which-
ever is later. An employer may require written verification, including 
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verification submitted electronically, confirming the circumstances 
warranting the self-quarantine or inability to telework, which may in-
clude a signed affidavit from the employee or any other information 
requested by the employer.

(6))) To allow a general government employee to take a reasonable 
amount of leave with pay for the employee to travel and receive each 
dose of COVID-19 immunization if the vaccine is not offered at the 
workplace. An employer may authorize leave in excess of one day in ex-
traordinary circumstances, such as to accommodate travel where the 
vaccine is unavailable locally. The employer may require that the re-
quest for leave be supported by documentation, which may include proof 
of the vaccination. This subsection is effective until the expiration 
of proclamation 20-05, issued February 29, 2020, by the governor and 
declaring an emergency in the state of Washington, or any amendment 
thereto, whichever is later. This subsection no longer applies if 
state or federal law otherwise provides paid leave specifically for 
employees to receive the COVID-19 immunization.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 41.06 RCW. WSR 21-12-020, § 357-31-325, 
filed 5/24/21, effective 7/1/21; WSR 20-24-019, § 357-31-325, filed 
11/20/20, effective 12/28/20; WSR 14-11-033, § 357-31-325, filed 
5/14/14, effective 6/16/14; WSR 10-23-041, § 357-31-325, filed 
11/10/10, effective 12/13/10; WSR 09-03-014, § 357-31-325, filed 
1/9/09, effective 2/13/09; WSR 08-07-062, § 357-31-325, filed 3/17/08, 
effective 4/18/08; WSR 05-21-055, § 357-31-325, filed 10/13/05, effec-
tive 11/15/05; WSR 05-08-138, § 357-31-325, filed 4/6/05, effective 
7/1/05.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-12-020, filed 5/24/21, effective 
7/1/21)

WAC 357-31-326  When may an employer grant leave with pay?  (1) A 
general government employer may grant leave with pay for an employee 
to perform civil duties as a volunteer including, but not limited to, 
firefighting, search and rescue efforts, or donating blood. Leave 
granted to participate in blood and plasma donations must not exceed 
five days in a two-year period.

(2) A higher education employer may grant leave with pay for an 
employee to perform civil duties as a volunteer including, but not 
limited to, firefighting, search and rescue efforts, participating in 
life-giving procedures, or donating blood. Leave granted to partici-
pate in life-giving procedures must not exceed five days in a two-year 
period.

(3) In the department of natural resources, leave with pay equiv-
alent to one regular workshift may be allowed for the purpose of rest 
and recuperation after ten consecutive calendar days performing emer-
gency work under an incident command system, defined in RCW 38.52.010. 
The employer may grant one additional day of leave with pay for rest 
and recuperation after twenty-one consecutive calendar days performing 
emergency work under an incident command system.

(4) ((When a higher education employee is required by Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention guidelines to self-quarantine due to 
novel coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), but is otherwise healthy 
and has not tested positive for COVID-19, and the employer has deter-
mined the employee does not have the option to telework. An employer 
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may subsequently determine that a telework option exists for the em-
ployee and direct the employee to telework. If the employee is direc-
ted to telework under this subsection and declines to do so, the em-
ployee must use other available leave options. The employee may re-
ceive up to fourteen days of leave with pay under this subsection. 
This subsection is effective until the expiration of proclamation 
20-05, issued February 29, 2020, by the governor and declaring an 
emergency in the state of Washington, or any amendment thereto, which-
ever is later. An employer may require written verification, including 
verification submitted electronically, confirming the circumstances 
warranting the self-quarantine or inability to telework, which may in-
clude a signed affidavit from the employee or any other information 
requested by the employer.

(5))) A general government employer may grant a reasonable amount 
of leave with pay for an employee to receive each dose of COVID-19 im-
munization if the vaccine is offered at the workplace. An employer may 
authorize leave in excess of one day for receipt of the vaccine in ex-
traordinary circumstances, such as to accommodate travel where the 
vaccine is unavailable locally. The employer may require that the re-
quest for leave be supported by documentation, which may include proof 
of the vaccination. This subsection is effective until the expiration 
of proclamation 20-05, issued February 29, 2020, by the governor and 
declaring an emergency in the state of Washington, or any amendment 
thereto, whichever is later. This subsection no longer applies if 
state or federal law otherwise provides paid leave specifically for 
employees to receive the COVID-19 immunization.

(((6))) (5) A higher education employer may grant a reasonable 
amount of leave with pay for an employee to receive each dose of COV-
ID-19 immunization if the vaccine is not offered at the workplace. An 
employer may authorize leave in excess of one day for receipt of the 
vaccine in extraordinary circumstances, such as to accommodate travel 
where the vaccine is unavailable locally. The employer may require 
that the request for leave be supported by documentation, which may 
include proof of the vaccination. This subsection is effective until 
the expiration of proclamation 20-05, issued February 29, 2020, by the 
governor and declaring an emergency in the state of Washington, or any 
amendment thereto, whichever is later. This subsection no longer ap-
plies if state or federal law otherwise provides paid leave specifi-
cally for employees to receive the COVID-19 immunization.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 41.06 RCW. WSR 21-12-020, § 357-31-326, 
filed 5/24/21, effective 7/1/21; WSR 20-24-019, § 357-31-326, filed 
11/20/20, effective 12/28/20; WSR 17-18-029, § 357-31-326, filed 
8/28/17, effective 10/2/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 41.06.133. WSR 
17-11-049, § 357-31-326, filed 5/15/17, effective 6/19/17. Statutory 
Authority: Chapter 41.06 RCW. WSR 09-03-014, § 357-31-326, filed 
1/9/09, effective 2/13/09.]
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