
WSR 21-19-099
PERMANENT RULES

PARAEDUCATOR BOARD
[Filed September 17, 2021, 11:06 a.m., effective October 18, 2021]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.
Purpose: Amendment responds to recent legislative activity for 

the effective implementation and execution of the paraeducator certif-
icate program. Proposed amendment removes the requirement on paraedu-
cators to complete the general paraeducator certificate within three 
years of completing the fundamental course of study.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 
179-11-040.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: Chapter 28A.413 RCW.
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 21-15-040 on July 14, 2021.
Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-

ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: September 15, 2021.
Jack Busbee

Rules Coordinator

OTS-3171.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-21-071, filed 10/11/19, effective 
11/11/19)

WAC 179-11-040  Process.  (1) School districts must implement 
this section only in school years for which state funding is appropri-
ated specifically for the purposes of this section and only for the 
number of days that are funded by the appropriation.

(2) School districts are encouraged to provide at least one day 
of the ten days of general courses, as defined by the board, on the 
state paraeducator standards of practice as a professional learning 
day, where paraeducators collaborate with certified staff and other 
classified staff on applicable courses.

(3) ((The paraeducator must complete the general paraeducator 
certificate within three employed years after completing the fundamen-
tal course of study)) After completing the fundamental course of 
study, paraeducators must complete annual training provided by their 
school district on the general paraeducator certificate and only for 
the number of days that are funded by the appropriation, as follows:
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(a) If the fundamental course of study is completed prior to June 
30th of a calendar year, then it shall have a completion date calcula-
ted on the basis that it was completed on June 30th of the same calen-
dar year regardless of the date of completion; and

(b) If the fundamental course of study is completed July 1st or 
later in the calendar year, then it shall have a completion date cal-
culated on the basis that it was completed on June 30th of the next 
calendar year regardless of the date of completion.

(4) Beginning with the 2019-20 school year, school districts 
must:

(a) Provide paraeducators with general courses on the state para-
educator standards of practice; and

(b) If four days of funding is appropriated, ensure all paraedu-
cators employed by the district meet the general paraeducator certifi-
cate requirements of this section within three years of completing the 
four-day fundamental course of study.

The district is only required to ensure paraeducators meet the 
general certificate requirement by the end of the paraeducator's third 
year of employment in that district as a paraeducator.

(5) To attain the paraeducator general certificate, the paraedu-
cator must complete training that meets in-service education approval 
standards as written in chapter 181-85 WAC.

(6) A maximum of one professional growth plan may be completed 
towards the attainment of the general paraeducator certificate.

(7) A paraeducator who completes continuing education credit 
hours to meet the English language learner subject matter certificate 
or special education subject matter certificate may count these hours 
towards meeting the general paraeducator certificate.

(8) The paraeducator shall be responsible for completing filing 
requirements with the superintendent of public instruction, in accord-
ance with WAC 179-01-020, the completion of the general paraeducator 
certificate.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28A.413 RCW. WSR 19-21-071, § 
179-11-040, filed 10/11/19, effective 11/11/19; WSR 19-13-071, § 
179-11-040, filed 6/17/19, effective 7/18/19; WSR 18-16-107, § 
179-11-040, filed 7/31/18, effective 8/31/18.]
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