
WSR 21-22-071
PROPOSED RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
(Economic Services Administration)

(Division of Child Support)
[Filed October 29, 2021, 2:14 p.m.]

Original Notice.
Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 21-05-061.
Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Implements in-

carceration abatement and modification request/hearing notification 
service as enacted in SHB 2302 (chapter 227, Laws of 2020): WAC 
388-14A-1020 What definitions apply to the rules regarding child sup-
port enforcement?, 388-14A-3900 Does DCS review my support order to 
see if it should be modified?, 388-14A-3901 Under what circumstances 
does DCS review a support order for modification?, 388-14A-3903 How 
does DCS decide whether to petition for modification of a support or-
der?, 388-14A-3925 Who can ask to modify an administrative support or-
der?, 388-14A-3935 What does DCS do with respect to abatement when it 
learns the noncustodial parent is an incarcerated parent?, 
388-14A-3940 Who can ask to add abatement language to an administra-
tive order?, 388-14A-3945 How does DCS administer abatement of an in-
carcerated person's child support order?, 388-14A-3950 What does DCS 
do to reinstate the support order when the NCP is released from con-
finement?, 388-14A-3955 What does DCS do when it determines an incar-
cerated person's support order should not be abated?, 388-14A-3960 
What happens at a hearing on a notice regarding non-abatement of child 
support?, 388-14A-3965 What happens at a hearing on a notice of abate-
ment?, 388-14A-3970 Who may request to terminate or reverse an abate-
ment?, 388-14A-3975 What happens at a hearing to terminate or reverse 
an abatement?, and 388-14A-6100 The division of child support accepts 
oral requests for hearing or conference board.

Hearing Location(s): On December 21, 2021, at 10:00 a.m., at Of-
fice Building 2, Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) Head-
quarters, 1115 Washington [Street S.E.], Olympia, WA 98504. Public 
parking at 11th and Jefferson. A map is available at https://
www.dshs.wa.gov/office-of-the-secretary/driving-directions-office-
bldg-2; or virtual. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, hearings are being 
held virtually. Please see the DSHS website for the most current in-
formation.

Date of Intended Adoption: Not earlier than January 1, 2022.
Submit Written Comments to: DSHS Rules Coordinator, P.O. Box 

45850, Olympia, WA 98504, email DSHSRPAURulesCoordinator@dshs.wa.gov, 
fax 360-664-6185, by 5:00 p.m., December 21, 2021.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact Shelley Tencza, 
DSHS rules consultant, phone 360-664-6198, fax 360-664-6185, TTY 711 
relay service, email tenczsa@dshs.wa.gov [tencza@dshs.wa.gov], by 5:00 
p.m., on December 7, 2021.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: Implements incarceration abatement and 
modification request/hearing notification service as enacted in SHB 
2302 (chapter 227, Laws of 2020). Establishes the process by which 
qualifying incarcerated individuals have their child support obliga-
tions abated. Also clarifies under WAC 388-14A-3925 that the office of 
administrative hearings (OAH), not the division of child support 
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(DCS), serves copies of requests for modification and notice of hear-
ings.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: This rule making is required to im-
plement SHB 2302 (chapter 227, Laws of 2020). It will ensure suffi-
cient processes exist for incarceration abatement. It also ensures the 
correct entity, OAH, serves certain notices as required by law.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 26.09.916, 74.08.090, 
74.20A.055.

Statute Being Implemented: RCW 26.09.170, 26.09.320, 26.09.325, 
26.09.330, 26.09.335, 26.09.340, 74.20A.059.

Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 
decision.

Agency Comments or Recommendations, if any, as to Statutory Lan-
guage, Implementation, Enforcement, and Fiscal Matters: Not applica-
ble.

Name of Proponent: DSHS, economic services administration, DCS, 
governmental.

Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting, Implementa-
tion, and Enforcement: Brady Horenstein, DCS Rules Coordinator, DCS 
Headquarters, P.O. Box 9162, Olympia, WA 98507-9162, 360-664-5291.

A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under 
RCW 28A.305.135.

A cost-benefit analysis is not required under RCW 34.05.328. 
These rules are exempt under RCW 34.05.328 (5)(b)(vii) because they 
are rules of DSHS concerning liability for care of dependents.

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt from 
requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act because the proposal: 

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(3) as the rule content is explicit-
ly and specifically dictated by statute.

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(4) and 34.05.328 (5)(b)(vii).
Explanation of exemptions: This proposal does not affect small 

businesses. These rules are exempt under RCW 34.05.328 (5)(b)(vii) be-
cause they are concerning liability for care of dependents.

October 28, 2021
Katherine I. Vasquez

Rules Coordinator

SHS-4852.4

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-02-017, filed 12/21/18, effective 
1/21/19)

WAC 388-14A-1020  What definitions apply to the rules regarding 
child support enforcement?  For purposes of this chapter, the follow-
ing definitions apply:

"Abatement" means the temporary reduction of child support obli-
gations of an incarcerated person who is required to pay support.

"Absence of a court order" means that there is no court order ei-
ther setting a support obligation for the noncustodial parent (NCP), 
or specifically relieving the NCP of a support obligation, for a par-
ticular child.

"Absent parent" is a term used for a noncustodial parent.
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"Accessible coverage" means health care coverage which provides 
primary care services to the children with reasonable effort by the 
custodial parent.

"Accrued debt" means past-due child support which has not been 
paid.

"Acknowledged father" means a man who has established a father-
child relationship by:

(1) Signing a valid acknowledgment of paternity under RCW 
26.26.300 through 26.26.375 prior to January 1, 2019;

(2) Signing a valid acknowledgment of parentage under RCW 
26.26A.200 through 26.26A.265 on or after January 1, 2019; or

(3) Signing a valid acknowledgment of paternity or parentage un-
der another jurisdiction's laws.

"Acknowledged parent" means an individual who, after January 1, 
2019, has established a parent-child relationship by signing a valid 
acknowledgment of parentage under RCW 26.26A.200 through 26.26A.265.

"Adjudicated parent" means a person who has been adjudicated by a 
court of competent jurisdiction to be the parent of a child.

"Administrative order" means a determination, finding, decree or 
order for support issued under RCW 74.20A.055, 74.20A.056, or 
74.20A.059 or by the agency of an Indian tribe or another state or 
country's agency under an administrative process, establishing the ex-
istence of a support obligation (including medical support) and order-
ing the payment of a set or determinable amount of money for current 
support and/or a support debt. Administrative orders include:

(1) An order entered under chapter 34.05 RCW;
(2) An agreed settlement or consent order entered under WAC 

388-14A-3600; and
(3) A support establishment notice which has become final by op-

eration of law.
"Agency" means the Title IV-D provider of a state or tribe, or 

the central authority of another country. For the state of Washington, 
the Title IV-D provider is the division of child support (DCS) within 
the department of social and health services (DSHS).

"Agreed settlement" is an administrative order that reflects the 
agreement of the noncustodial parent, the custodial parent and the di-
vision of child support. An agreed settlement does not require the ap-
proval of an administrative law judge.

"Aid" or "public assistance" means cash assistance under the tem-
porary assistance for needy families (TANF) program, the aid to fami-
lies with dependent children (AFDC) program, federally funded or 
state-funded foster care, and includes day care benefits and medical 
benefits provided to families as an alternative or supplement to TANF.

"Alternate recipient" means a child of the employee or retiree 
named within a support order as being entitled to coverage under an 
employer's group health plan.

"Annual fee" means the fee charged on never-assistance cases 
based on the amount of collections between October 1 and September 30 
each year, required by the Federal Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 and 
RCW 74.20.040.

"Applicant/custodian" means a person who applies for nonassist-
ance support enforcement services on behalf of a child or children re-
siding in their household.

"Applicant/recipient," "applicant," and "recipient" means a per-
son who receives public assistance on behalf of a child or children 
residing in their household.
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"Arrears" means the debt amount owed for a period of time before 
the current month.

"Assistance" means cash assistance under the state program funded 
under Title IV-A of the federal Social Security Act.

"Assistance unit" means a cash assistance unit as defined in WAC 
388-408-0005. An assistance unit is the group of people who live to-
gether and whose income or resources the department counts to decide 
eligibility for benefits and the amount of benefits.

"Birth costs" means medical expenses incurred by the custodial 
parent or the state, tribe, or country for the birth of a child.

"Cash medical support" means a combination of:
(1) A parent's monthly payment toward the premium paid for cover-

age provided by a public entity or by another parent, which represents 
the obligated parent's proportionate share of the premium paid, but 
this amount is limited to no more than twenty-five percent of the ob-
ligated parent's basic support obligation; and

(2) A parent's proportionate share of uninsured medical expenses.
"Central authority" means the agency designated by a government 

to facilitate support enforcement with a foreign reciprocating country 
(FRC) pursuant to section 459A of the federal Social Security Act.

"Child," for the purposes of this chapter, means:
(a) An individual for whom a child support obligation is being 

established or enforced; or
(b) A dependent child as defined in RCW 74.20A.020(3); and
(c) Unless the context or the facts of a particular case clearly 

requires otherwise, "child" may be used interchangeably with the term 
"children."

"Children," for the purpose of this chapter, means more than one 
child, unless the context or the facts of a particular case clearly 
requires the term to refer to only one child.

"Conditionally assigned arrears" means those temporarily assigned 
arrears remaining on a case after the period of public assistance 
ends.

"Conference board" means a method used by the division of child 
support for resolving complaints regarding DCS cases and for granting 
exceptional or extraordinary relief from debt.

"Consent order" means a support order that reflects the agreement 
of the noncustodial parent, the custodial parent and the division of 
child support. A consent order requires the approval of an administra-
tive law judge.

"Controlling order" means the only order issued or, where multi-
ple orders exist, the order determined by a tribunal to control pro-
spective current support pursuant to the Uniform Interstate Family 
Support Act (UIFSA), chapter 26.21A RCW.

"Controlling order state" means the state in which the only order 
was issued or, where multiple orders exist, the state in which the or-
der determined by a tribunal to control prospective current support 
pursuant to the UIFSA was issued.

"Country" means a foreign country (or a political subdivision 
thereof) declared to be a Foreign Reciprocating Country (FRC) under 42 
U.S.C. 659A and any foreign country (or political subdivision thereof) 
with which the state has entered into a reciprocal arrangement for the 
establishment and enforcement of support obligations to the extent 
consistent with federal law pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 659A.

"Court order" means a judgment, decree or order of a Washington 
state superior court, or a court of comparable jurisdiction of an In-
dian tribe or another state or country.
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"Current support" or "current and future support" means the 
amount of child support which is owed for each month.

"Custodial parent or CP" means the person, whether a parent or 
not, with whom a dependent child resides the majority of the time pe-
riod for which the division of child support seeks to establish or en-
force a support obligation.

"Date the state assumes responsibility for the support of a de-
pendent child on whose behalf support is sought" means the date that 
the TANF or AFDC program grant is effective. For purposes of this 
chapter, the state remains responsible for the support of a dependent 
child until public assistance terminates, or support enforcement serv-
ices end, whichever occurs later.

"Delinquency" means failure to pay current child support when 
due.

"Department" means the Washington state department of social and 
health services (DSHS).

"Dependent child" means a person:
(1) Seventeen years of age or younger who is not self-supporting, 

married, or a member of the United States armed forces;
(2) Eighteen years of age or older for whom a court order re-

quires support payments past age eighteen;
(3) Eighteen years of age or older, but under nineteen years of 

age, for whom an administrative support order exists if the child is 
participating full-time in a secondary school program or the same lev-
el of vocational or technical training.

"Determination of parentage" means the establishment of the pa-
rent-child relationship by:

(1) A judicial proceeding;
(2) The signing of a valid acknowledgment of paternity under:
(a) RCW 26.26.300 through 26.26.375 prior to January 1, 2019; or
(b) Another jurisdiction's laws dealing with the acknowledgment 

or affidavit of paternity or the acknowledgment of parentage; or
(3) The signing of a valid acknowledgment of parentage under RCW 

26.26A.200 through 26.26A.265 on or after January 1, 2019.
"Differentiated support amount" means an amount of child support 

that represents a parent's support obligation for more than one child 
and may justifiably be divided into "per child" amounts for each child 
covered by the support order, based on information contained in the 
support order.

"Differentiated support order" means a child support order which 
provides a monthly amount of child support for two or more children, 
and either provides a specific support obligation for each child or 
provides enough information in the order so that the monthly amount 
may justifiably be divided into a "per child" amount for each child 
covered by the support order.

"Disbursement" means the amount of child support distributed to a 
case that is paid to the family, state, other child support enforce-
ment agency in another state or foreign country, Indian tribe, or per-
son or entity making the payment.

"Disposable earnings" means the amount of earnings remaining af-
ter the deduction of amounts required by law to be withheld.

"Distribution" means how a collection is allocated or split with-
in a case or among multiple cases.

"Domestic partner" means a state registered domestic partner as 
defined in chapter 26.60 RCW.

"Earnings" means compensation paid or payable for personal serv-
ice. Earnings include:
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(1) Wages or salary;
(2) Commissions and bonuses;
(3) Periodic payments under pension plans, retirement programs, 

and insurance policies of any type;
(4) Disability payments under Title 51 RCW;
(5) Unemployment compensation under RCW 50.40.020, 50.40.050 and 

Title 74 RCW;
(6) Benefits under the family and medical leave insurance program 

under Title 50A RCW;
(7) Gains from capital, labor, or a combination of the two; and
(8) The fair value of nonmonetary compensation received in ex-

change for personal services.
"Employee" means a person to whom an employer is paying, owes, or 

anticipates paying earnings in exchange for services performed for the 
employer.

"Employer" means any person or organization having an employment 
relationship with any person. This includes:

(1) Partnerships and associations;
(2) Trusts and estates;
(3) Joint stock companies and insurance companies;
(4) Domestic and foreign corporations;
(5) The receiver or trustee in bankruptcy; and
(6) The trustee or legal representative of a deceased person.
"Employment" means personal services of whatever nature, includ-

ing service in interstate commerce, performed for earnings or under 
any contract for personal services. Such a contract may be written or 
oral, express or implied.

"Family" means the person or persons on whose behalf support is 
sought, which may include a custodial parent and one or more children, 
or one or more children in foster care placement. The family is some-
times called the assistance unit.

"Family arrears" means the amount of past-due support owed to the 
family, which has not been conditionally, temporarily or permanently 
assigned to a state. Also called "nonassistance arrears."

"Family member" means the caretaker relative, the child or chil-
dren, and any other person whose needs are considered in determining 
eligibility for assistance.

"Foreign order" means a court or administrative order entered by 
a tribunal other than one in the state of Washington, including an or-
der entered by a tribunal in an Indian tribe or another state or coun-
try.

"Foreign reciprocating country" or FRC means a country which the 
federal government has declared to be a foreign reciprocating country, 
which means that the foreign country has established, or undertakes to 
establish, procedures for the establishment and enforcement of duties 
of support owed to custodial parents who are residents of the United 
States, and that such procedures are substantially in conformity with 
the standards prescribed under title IV-D of the federal Social Secur-
ity Act.

"Foster care case" means a case referred to the Title IV-D agency 
by the Title IV-E agency, which is the department of children, youth, 
and families (DCYF).

"Fraud," for the purposes of vacating an agreed settlement or 
consent order, means:

(1) The representation of the existence or the nonexistence of a 
fact;

(2) The representation's materiality;
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(3) The representation's falsity;
(4) The speaker's knowledge that the representation is false;
(5) The speaker's intent that the representation should be acted 

on by the person to whom it is made;
(6) Ignorance of the falsity on the part of the person to whom it 

is made;
(7) The latter's:
(a) Reliance on the truth of the representation;
(b) Right to rely on it; and
(c) Subsequent damage.
"Full support enforcement services" means the entire range of 

services available in a Title IV-D case.
"Good cause" for the purposes of late hearing requests and peti-

tions to vacate orders on default means a substantial reason or legal 
justification for delay, including but not limited to the grounds lis-
ted in civil rule 60. The time periods used in civil rule 60 apply to 
good cause determinations in this chapter.

"Head of household" means the parent or parents with whom the de-
pendent child or children were residing at the time of placement in 
foster care.

"Health care costs" means medical expenses. Certain statutes in 
chapter 26.19 RCW refer to medical expenses as health care costs.

"Health care coverage" means fee for service, health maintenance 
organization, preferred provider organization, and other types of pri-
vate health insurance and public health care coverage under which med-
ical services could be provided to a dependent child or children. 
These services include, but are not limited to: Medical/surgical (in-
patient, outpatient, physician) care, medical equipment (crutches, 
wheel chairs, prosthesis, etc.), pharmacy products, optometric care, 
dental care, orthodontic care, preventive care, mental health care, 
and physical therapy. The term "health care coverage" includes, but is 
not limited to, health insurance coverage.

"Health insurance" or "health insurance coverage" is included in 
the definition of "health care coverage." Health insurance coverage 
includes any coverage under which medical services are provided by an 
employer or a union whether that coverage is provided through a self-
insurance program, under the employee retirement income security act 
of 1974, a commercial insurer pursuant to chapters 48.20 and 48.21 
RCW, a health care service contractor pursuant to chapter 48.44 RCW, 
or a health maintenance organization pursuant to chapter 48.46 RCW, 
and the state through chapter 41.05 RCW.

"Hearing" means an adjudicative proceeding authorized by this 
chapter, or chapters 26.23, 74.20 and 74.20A RCW, conducted under 
chapter 388-02 WAC and chapter 34.05 RCW.

"I/me" means the person asking the question which appears as the 
title of a rule.

"Incarcerated person" for purposes of abatement means a person 
who is totally or partially confined in a jail, prison, or correction-
al facility for at least six months or is serving a sentence of at 
least six months in a jail, prison, or correctional facility.

"Income" includes:
(1) All gains in real or personal property;
(2) Net proceeds from the sale or exchange of real or personal 

property;
(3) Earnings;
(4) Interest and dividends;
(5) Proceeds of insurance policies;
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(6) Other periodic entitlement to money from any source; and
(7) Any other property subject to withholding for support under 

the laws of this state.
"Income withholding action" includes all withholding actions 

which DCS is authorized to take, and includes but is not limited to 
the following actions:

(1) Asserting liens under RCW 74.20A.060;
(2) Serving and enforcing liens under chapter 74.20A RCW;
(3) Issuing orders to withhold and deliver under chapter 74.20A 

RCW;
(4) Issuing notices of payroll deduction under chapter 26.23 RCW; 

and
(5) Obtaining wage assignment orders under RCW 26.18.080.
"Initiating agency" or "initiating jurisdiction" means a state or 

Tribal IV-D agency or the central authority of another country, as de-
fined in this rule, in which an individual has applied for or is re-
ceiving services.

"Intergovernmental IV-D case" means a IV-D case in which the non-
custodial parent lives and/or works in a different jurisdiction than 
the custodial parent and children that has been referred by an ini-
tiating agency to a responding agency for services. An intergovernmen-
tal IV-D case may include any combination of referrals between states, 
tribes, and countries. An intergovernmental IV-D case also may include 
cases in which a state agency is seeking only to collect support ar-
rearages, whether owed to the family or assigned to the state.

"Locate" can mean efforts to obtain service of a support estab-
lishment notice in the manner prescribed by WAC 388-14A-3105.

"Medical assistance" means medical benefits under Title XIX of 
the federal Social Security Act provided to families as an alternative 
or supplement to TANF. This term includes public health care coverage, 
which is called apple health in Washington state.

"Medical expenses," for the purpose of establishing support obli-
gations under RCW 26.09.105, 74.20A.055 and 74.20A.056, or for the 
purpose of enforcement action under chapters 26.18, 26.23, 74.20 and 
74.20A RCW, including the notice of support debt and the notice of 
support owed, means medical costs incurred on behalf of a child, which 
include:

• Medical services related to an individual's general health and 
well-being, including but not limited to, medical/surgical care, pre-
ventive care, mental health care and physical therapy; and

• Prescribed medical equipment and prescribed pharmacy products;
• Health care coverage, such as coverage under a health insurance 

plan, including the cost of premiums for coverage of a child;
• Dental, orthodontic, and optometrical costs incurred on behalf 

of a child; and
• Copayments and/or deductibles incurred on behalf of a child.
Medical expenses are sometimes also called health care costs or 

medical costs.
"Medical support" consists of:
(1) Health care coverage, which may be health insurance coverage 

or public health care coverage; and
(2) Cash medical support, which consists of:
(a) A parent's monthly payment toward the premium paid for cover-

age provided by a public entity or by another parent, which represents 
the obligated parent's proportionate share of the premium paid, but no 
more than twenty-five percent of the obligated parent's basic support 
obligation; and
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(b) A parent's proportionate share of uninsured medical expenses.
"Monthly payment toward the premium" means a parent's contribu-

tion toward premiums paid for coverage provided by a public entity or 
by another parent, which is based on the obligated parent's propor-
tionate share of the premium paid, but is limited to no more than 
twenty-five percent of the obligated parent's basic support obliga-
tion.

"National Medical Support Notice" or "NMSN" is a federally manda-
ted form that DCS uses to enforce a health insurance support obliga-
tion; the NMSN is a notice of enrollment as described in RCW 
26.18.170.

"Noncustodial parent or NCP" means the natural or biological pa-
rent, adoptive parent, adjudicated parent, presumed parent, responsi-
ble stepparent or person who signed and filed an affidavit acknowledg-
ing paternity or parentage, from whom the state seeks support for a 
dependent child. A parent is considered to be an NCP when for the ma-
jority of the time during the period for which support is sought, the 
dependent child resided somewhere other than with that parent.

"Nonmedical expenses" means amounts incurred on behalf of a child 
which are not medical expenses as defined in this chapter. Nonmedical 
expenses include, but are not limited to, day care or other special 
childrearing expenses such as tuition and long-distance transportation 
costs to and from the parents for visitation purposes.

"Obligated parent" means a parent who is required under a child 
support order to provide medical support, which could include health 
care coverage or to reimburse the other parent for his or her share of 
uninsured medical expenses for a dependent child. The obligated parent 
could be either the NCP or the CP.

"Other ordinary expense" means an expense incurred by a parent 
which:

(1) Directly benefits the dependent child; and
(2) Relates to the parent's residential time or visitation with 

the child.
"Parent" means an individual who has established a parent-child 

relationship under:
(1) RCW 26.26.101 prior to January 1, 2019;
(2) RCW 26.26A.100 on or after January 1, 2019; or
(3) Under the laws of another jurisdiction.
"Parent-child relationship" means the legal relationship between 

a child and a parent of the child. The term includes the mother-child 
relationship and the father-child relationship.

"Participant" means an employee or retiree who is eligible for 
coverage under an employer group health plan.

"Pass-through" means the portion of a support collection distrib-
uted to assigned support that the state pays to a family currently re-
ceiving TANF.

"Past support" means support arrears.
"Paternity testing" means blood testing or genetic tests of 

blood, tissue or bodily fluids. This is also called genetic testing.
"Payment services only" or "PSO" means a case on which the divi-

sion of child support's activities are limited to recording and dis-
tributing child support payments, and maintaining case records. A PSO 
case is not a IV-D case.

"Permanently assigned arrears" means those arrears which the 
state may collect and retain up to the amount of unreimbursed assis-
tance.

"Physical custodian" means custodial parent (CP).
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"Plan administrator" means the person or entity which performs 
those duties specified under 29 U.S.C. 1002 (16)(A) for a health plan. 
If no plan administrator is specifically so designated by the plan's 
organizational documents, the plan's sponsor is the administrator of 
the plan. Sometimes an employer acts as its own plan administrator.

"Premium" means the amount paid for coverage provided by a public 
entity or by another parent for a child covered by a child support or-
der. This term may also mean "cost of coverage."

"Presumed parent" means a person who, by operation of law under 
RCW 26.26.116, is recognized as the parent of a child until that sta-
tus is rebutted or confirmed in a judicial proceeding.

"Private insurance" is a term used in this chapter to refer to 
accessible health insurance for a child provided by a parent without 
the need for service of a national medical support notice, and does 
not include public health care coverage provided by the state.

"Proportionate share" or "proportional share" means an amount 
equal to a parent's percentage share of the combined monthly net in-
come of both parents as computed on the worksheets when determining a 
parent's child support obligation under chapter 26.19 RCW.

"Public health care coverage," sometimes called "state purchased 
health care," means state-financed or federally financed medical cov-
erage, whether or not there is an assignment of rights. For children 
residing in Washington state, public health care coverage is called 
apple health; this includes coverage through the department of social 
and health services or the health care authority, except for coverage 
under chapter 41.05 RCW. For children residing outside of Washington, 
this includes coverage through another state's agencies that adminis-
ter state purchased health care programs.

"Putative father" includes all men who may possibly be the father 
of the child or children on whose behalf the application for assis-
tance or support enforcement services is made.

"Reasonable efforts to locate" means any of the following actions 
performed by the division of child support:

(1) Mailing a support establishment notice to the noncustodial 
parent in the manner described in WAC 388-14A-3105;

(2) Referral to a sheriff or other server of process, or to a lo-
cate service or department employee for locate activities;

(3) Tracing activity such as:
(a) Checking local telephone directories and attempts by tele-

phone or mail to contact the custodial parent, relatives of the non-
custodial parent, past or present employers, or the post office;

(b) Contacting state agencies, unions, financial institutions or 
fraternal organizations;

(c) Searching periodically for identification information recor-
ded by other state agencies, federal agencies, credit bureaus, or oth-
er record-keeping agencies or entities; or

(d) Maintaining a case in the division of child support's automa-
ted locate program, which is a continuous search process.

(4) Referral to the state or federal parent locator service;
(5) Referral to the attorney general, prosecuting attorney, the 

IV-D agency of another state, or the Department of the Treasury for 
specific legal or collection action;

(6) Attempting to confirm the existence of and to obtain a copy 
of a paternity acknowledgment; or

(7) Conducting other actions reasonably calculated to produce in-
formation regarding the NCP's whereabouts.
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"Required support obligation for the current month" means the 
amount set by a superior court order, tribal court order, or adminis-
trative order for support which is due in the month in question.

"Resident" means a person physically present in the state of 
Washington who intends to make their home in this state. A temporary 
absence from the state does not destroy residency once it is estab-
lished.

"Residential care" means foster care, either state or federally 
funded.

"Residential parent" means the custodial parent (CP), or the per-
son with whom the child resides that majority of the time.

"Responding agency" or "responding jurisdiction" means the agency 
that is providing services in response to a referral from an initiat-
ing agency in an intergovernmental IV-D case.

"Responsible parent" is a term sometimes used for a noncustodial 
parent.

"Responsible stepparent" means a stepparent who has established 
an in loco parentis relationship with the dependent child.

"Retained support," depending on the context in which it is used, 
can mean one of the following:

(1) An amount paid directly to the custodial parent by the non-
custodial parent during a time when there is an open TANF grant, which 
the custodial parent does not immediately report or turn over to the 
department;

(2) A debt owed to the division of child support by anyone other 
than a noncustodial parent; or

(3) Amounts collected and retained by the division of child sup-
port which are applied to current or past due child support obliga-
tions which have been assigned to the state.

"Satisfaction of judgment" means payment in full of a court-or-
dered support obligation, or a determination that such an obligation 
is no longer enforceable.

"Secretary" means the secretary of the department of social and 
health services or the secretary's designee.

"Self-support reserve" or "self support reserve" means an amount 
equal to one hundred twenty-five percent of the federal poverty guide-
line for a one-person family.

"State" means a state or political subdivision, territory, or 
possession of the United States, the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, a federally recognized Indian tribe or a for-
eign country.

"Superior court order" means a judgment, decree or order of a 
Washington state superior court, or of a court of comparable jurisdic-
tion in an Indian tribe or another state or country.

"Support debt" means support which was due under a support order 
but has not been paid. This includes:

(1) Delinquent support;
(2) A debt for the payment of expenses for the reasonable or nec-

essary care, support and maintenance including uninsured medical ex-
penses, birth costs, child care costs, and special child rearing ex-
penses of a dependent child or other person;

(3) A debt under RCW 74.20A.100 or 74.20A.270; or
(4) Accrued interest, fees, or penalties charged on a support 

debt, and attorney's fees and other litigation costs awarded in an ac-
tion under Title IV-D to establish or enforce a support obligation.
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"Support enforcement services" means all actions the Title IV-D 
agency is required to perform under Title IV-D of the Social Security 
Act and state law.

"Support establishment notice" means a notice and finding of fi-
nancial responsibility under WAC 388-14A-3115, a notice and finding of 
parental responsibility under WAC 388-14A-3120, or a notice and find-
ing of medical responsibility under WAC 388-14A-3125.

"Support money" means money paid to satisfy a support obligation, 
whether it is called child support, spousal support, alimony, mainte-
nance, reimbursement for uninsured medical expenses, health care cov-
erage, or birth costs.

"Support obligation" means the obligation to provide for the nec-
essary care, support and maintenance of a dependent child or other 
person as required by law, including health care coverage, uninsured 
medical expenses, birth costs, and child care or special child rearing 
expenses.

"Support order" means a court order, administrative order or 
tribal court order which contains a determination, finding, decree or 
order that sets a child support obligation (including medical support) 
and orders either the payment of a set or determinable amount of money 
for current support and/or a support debt, or the provision of medical 
support, or both. For purposes of abatement under this chapter, a sup-
port order includes the child support obligation and the obligations 
based on the terms of the basic child support order, such as those de-
termined by notices of support owed.

"Temporarily assigned arrears" means those arrears which accrue 
prior to the family receiving assistance, for assistance applications 
dated on or after October 1, 1997, but before October 1, 2008. After 
the family terminates assistance, temporarily assigned arrears become 
conditionally assigned arrears.

"Temporary assistance for needy families," or "TANF" means cash 
assistance under the temporary assistance for needy families (TANF) 
program under Title IV-A of the Social Security Act.

"Title IV-A" means Title IV-A of the Social Security Act estab-
lished under Title XX of the Social Security amendments and as incor-
porated in Title 42 U.S.C.

"Title IV-A agency" means the part of the department of social 
and health services which carries out the state's responsibilities un-
der the temporary assistance for needy families (TANF) program (and 
the aid for dependent children (AFDC) program when it existed).

"Title IV-D" means Title IV-D of the Social Security Act estab-
lished under Title XX of the Social Security amendments and as incor-
porated in Title 42 U.S.C.

"Title IV-D agency" or "IV-D agency" means the agency responsible 
for carrying out the Title IV-D plan in a state or tribe. For the 
state of Washington, this is the division of child support (DCS) with-
in the department of social and health services (DSHS).

"Title IV-D case" is a case in which the division of child sup-
port provides services which qualifies for funding under the Title IV-
D plan.

"Title IV-D plan" means the plan established under the conditions 
of Title IV-D and approved by the secretary, Department of Health and 
Human Services.

"Title IV-E" means Title IV-E of the Social Security Act estab-
lished under Title XX of the Social Security amendments and as incor-
porated in Title 42 U.S.C.

"Title IV-E case" means a foster care case.
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"Tribal TANF" means a temporary assistance for needy families 
(TANF) program run by a tribe.

"Tribunal" means a state court, tribal court, administrative 
agency, or quasi-judicial entity authorized to establish, enforce or 
modify support orders or to determine parentage, and includes such 
courts, agencies or entities in other states or countries.

"Underlying order" means an existing child support order for 
which DCS serves a notice of support owed under RCW 26.23.110 to de-
termine a sum certain support obligation.

"Undifferentiated support amount" means an amount of child sup-
port that represents a parent's support obligation for more than one 
child which cannot justifiably be divided into "per child" amounts for 
each child covered by the support order.

"Undifferentiated support order" means a child support order 
which provides a monthly amount of child support for two or more chil-
dren, but does not provide a specific support obligation for each 
child or does not contain enough information in either the order or 
the worksheets associated with the order to justify dividing the 
monthly amount into "per child" amounts for each child covered by the 
support order.

"Uninsured medical expenses," for the purpose of establishing or 
enforcing support obligations, means:

(1) Medical expenses not paid by insurance for medical, dental, 
orthodontic, prescription, and optometrical costs incurred on behalf 
of a child; and

(2) Premiums, copayments, or deductibles incurred on behalf of a 
child.

"Unreimbursed assistance" means the cumulative amount of assis-
tance which was paid to the family and which has not been reimbursed 
by assigned support collections.

"Unreimbursed medical expenses" means any amounts paid by one pa-
rent for uninsured medical expenses, which that parent claims the ob-
ligated parent owes under a child support order, which percentage 
share is stated in the child support order itself, not just in the 
worksheets.

"Washington State Support Registry" or "WSSR" is the entity cre-
ated under RCW 26.23.030 within the division of child support (DCS) 
which, among other duties, contains a central unit for the collection, 
accounting and disbursement of support payments.

"We" means the division of child support, part of the department 
of social and health services of the state of Washington.

"You" means the reader of the rules, a member of the public, or a 
recipient of support enforcement services.
[Statutory Authority: Part I of 2018 c 150 and RCW 26.09.105, 
26.18.170, 26.23.050, 34.05.220 (1)(a), 34.05.350(1), 74.08.090, and 
74.20.040(9). WSR 19-02-017, § 388-14A-1020, filed 12/21/18, effective 
1/21/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 26.23.120, 34.05.350 (1)(b), 
43.20A.550, 74.04.055, 74.08.090, 74.20.040(9), 74.20A.310 and 45 
C.F.R. Parts 301.1, 302.36, 303.7, 303.11, 305.63, and 308.2. WSR 
13-01-075, § 388-14A-1020, filed 12/18/12, effective 1/18/13. Statuto-
ry Authority: 2011 c 283, RCW 34.05.220, 43.20A.550, 74.04.055, 
74.04.057, 74.08.090, 74.20A.055, 74.20A.056, and 74.20A.310. WSR 
12-01-002, § 388-14A-1020, filed 12/7/11, effective 1/7/12. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 26.09.105(17), 26.18.170(19), 26.23.050(8), 
26.23.110(14), 34.05.020, 34.05.060, 34.05.220, 74.08.090, 74.20.040, 
74.20A.055(9), and 74.20A.056(11). WSR 11-12-006, § 388-14A-1020, 
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filed 5/19/11, effective 6/19/11. Statutory Authority: RCW 26.18.170, 
26.23.035, 26.23.050, [26.23.]110, 74.20.040, 74.20A.030, 
[74.20A.]055, [74.20A.]056, and 74.20A.310. WSR 09-02-059, § 
388-14A-1020, filed 1/5/09, effective 1/27/09. Statutory Authority: 
2007 c 143, §§ 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 9. WSR 08-12-029, § 
388-14A-1020, filed 5/29/08, effective 7/1/08. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 74.20A.310, 45 C.F.R. 302.31 and 302.33. WSR 06-03-120, § 
388-14A-1020, filed 1/17/06, effective 2/17/06. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 34.05.220(1), 74.08.090, 74.20A.055, 74.20A.056, 74.20A.310. WSR 
05-14-101, § 388-14A-1020, filed 6/30/05, effective 7/31/05. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 74.08.090, 74.20A.310, and 26.18.170, 42 U.S.C. 666 
(a)(19), Child Support Performance and Incentives Act of 1998, 45 
C.F.R. 303.31, and 45 C.F.R. 303.32. WSR 04-17-119, § 388-14A-1020, 
filed 8/17/04, effective 9/17/04. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.08.090, 
26.23.035, 34.05.220(1), 74.20A.055, 74.20A.056. WSR 01-03-089, § 
388-14A-1020, filed 1/17/01, effective 2/17/01. Formerly WAC 
388-11-011 and 388-14-020.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-01-075, filed 12/18/12, effective 
1/18/13)

WAC 388-14A-3800  Once a support order is entered, can it be 
changed?  (1) A support order entered by a superior court may only be 
modified by a superior court or a court of comparable jurisdiction of 
an Indian tribe or another state or country. The Uniform Interstate 
Family Support Act (UIFSA, adopted in Washington as chapter 26.21A 
RCW) determines which state, tribe or country may modify the order. 

(2) If the order specifically states how the amount of support 
may be adjusted, the division of child support (DCS) may bring an ad-
ministrative action under RCW 26.23.110 and WAC 388-14A-3310.

(3) As provided in WAC 388-14A-3900, DCS may review any support 
order to determine whether DCS should petition to modify the support 
provisions of the order.

(4) Either DCS, the CP or the NCP may petition to modify an ad-
ministrative order under WAC 388-14A-3925. Acting as a responding ju-
risdiction, DCS may petition to modify an administrative order at the 
request of the initiating jurisdiction.

(5) Under appropriate circumstances, an administrative support 
order may be vacated. See WAC 388-14A-3700.

(6) Child support orders may be changed under WAC 388-14A-3940 to 
include abatement language for purposes of abatement as required by 
this chapter.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 26.23.120, 34.05.350 (1)(b), 43.20A.550, 
74.04.055, 74.08.090, 74.20.040(9), 74.20A.310 and 45 C.F.R. Parts 
301.1, 302.36, 303.7, 303.11, 305.63, and 308.2. WSR 13-01-075, § 
388-14A-3800, filed 12/18/12, effective 1/18/13. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 74.08.090, 34.05.310 (4)(d), chapter 26.19 RCW, RCW 34.05.220(1), 
74.20A.055, 74.20A.056. WSR 03-20-072, § 388-14A-3800, filed 9/29/03, 
effective 10/30/03. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.08.090, chapter 26.19 
RCW, 34.05.220(1), 74.20A.055, 74.20A.056. WSR 01-03-089, § 
388-14A-3800, filed 1/17/01, effective 2/17/01. Formerly WAC 
388-11-140.]
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-01-075, filed 12/18/12, effective 
1/18/13)

WAC 388-14A-3900  Does DCS review my support order to see if it 
should be modified?  (1) When the division of child support (DCS) is 
providing support enforcement services under Title IV-D of the Social 
Security Act, DCS must:

(a) Review a superior court or administrative order for child 
support to determine whether DCS will petition to modify the child 
support provisions of the order; or

(b) Evaluate an intergovernmental case to determine whether to 
refer the case to an Indian tribe or another state or country for re-
view of the support order for modification.

(2) Recipients of payment services only under WAC 388-14A-2000(1) 
are not eligible for a review of their support order under this sec-
tion until they have submitted an application for support enforcement 
services.

(3) DCS reviews a child support order for the limited purpose of 
referring the order to the appropriate tribunal to add abatement lan-
guage under WAC 388-14A-3940.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 26.23.120, 34.05.350 (1)(b), 43.20A.550, 
74.04.055, 74.08.090, 74.20.040(9), 74.20A.310 and 45 C.F.R. Parts 
301.1, 302.36, 303.7, 303.11, 305.63, and 308.2. WSR 13-01-075, § 
388-14A-3900, filed 12/18/12, effective 1/18/13. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 74.08.090, 45 C.F.R. 302.70, 45 C.F.R. 303.7, 45 C.F.R. 303.8. WSR 
01-03-089, § 388-14A-3900, filed 1/17/01, effective 2/17/01. Formerly 
WAC 388-11-143.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-01-075, filed 12/18/12, effective 
1/18/13)

WAC 388-14A-3901  Under what circumstances does DCS review a sup-
port order for modification?  (1) The division of child support (DCS) 
reviews child support orders under WAC 388-14A-3900 when DCS has 
enough locate information to obtain personal service on both parties 
to the order; and:

(a) The department is paying public assistance or has determined 
that the children are eligible for medical assistance, and thirty-five 
months have passed since:

(i) DCS last reviewed the order under this section;
(ii) The order was last modified; or
(iii) The order was entered; or
(b) A party to the order, the IV-D agency of a tribe or another 

state, or the central authority of another country, submits a request 
for review to DCS and thirty-five months have passed since:

(i) DCS or another state or tribe's IV-D agency last reviewed the 
order under this section;

(ii) The order was last modified; or
(iii) The order was entered.
(2) DCS may refer a request for review to another state or tri-

be's IV-D agency for action.
(3) DCS reviews a child support order for the limited purpose of 

referring the order to the appropriate tribunal to add abatement lan-
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guage under WAC 388-14A-3940. A review under this subsection does not 
impact reviews conducted under subsections (1) or (2) of this section.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 26.23.120, 34.05.350 (1)(b), 43.20A.550, 
74.04.055, 74.08.090, 74.20.040(9), 74.20A.310 and 45 C.F.R. Parts 
301.1, 302.36, 303.7, 303.11, 305.63, and 308.2. WSR 13-01-075, § 
388-14A-3901, filed 12/18/12, effective 1/18/13. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 74.08.090, 45 C.F.R. 302.70, 45 C.F.R. 303.7, 45 C.F.R. 303.8. WSR 
01-03-089, § 388-14A-3901, filed 1/17/01, effective 2/17/01. Formerly 
WAC 388-11-143.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-04-032, filed 1/28/20, effective 
2/28/20)

WAC 388-14A-3903  How does DCS decide whether to petition for 
modification of a support order?  (1) The division of child support 
(DCS) petitions to modify a support order when DCS finds during the 
review that each of the following conditions are present:

(a) The proposed change in child support based on the Washington 
state child support schedule:

(i) Is at least fifteen percent above or below the current sup-
port obligation;

(ii) Is at least one hundred dollars per month above or below the 
current support obligation; and

(iii) Is at least a two thousand four hundred dollar change over 
the remaining life of the support order; or

(iv) Will provide enough income to:
(A) Make the family ineligible for public assistance if the non-

custodial parent (NCP) pays the full amount due under the proposed or-
der; or

(B) Allow a family, otherwise eligible for public assistance, to 
remain off of assistance.

(b) The case meets the legal requirements for modification under 
RCW 26.09.170, 74.20A.059, or WAC 388-14A-3925.

(2) DCS may petition to modify the order without regard to sub-
section (1)(a)(i) of this section if the reason DCS reviewed the order 
is the noncustodial parent's incarceration.

(3) DCS may petition to modify the order without regard to sub-
section (1)(a) of this section when:

(a) The order does not require the NCP to provide health insur-
ance coverage for the children; and

(b) Health insurance coverage is available through the NCP's em-
ployer or union at a reasonable cost; or

(c) Both parties agree to an order modifying the support amount; 
or

(d) DCS learns that an NCP is incarcerated and qualifies for 
abatement under this chapter and the child support order does not in-
clude abatement language.
[Statutory Authority: 2019 c 275 §§ 2 and 3, RCW 26.09.170, 
74.20A.059, 26.09.105, 26.18.170, 74.04.055, 74.08.090, 74.20.040(9), 
and 74.20A.310. WSR 20-04-032, § 388-14A-3903, filed 1/28/20, effec-
tive 2/28/20. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.08.090, 45 C.F.R. 302.70, 45 
C.F.R. 303.7, 45 C.F.R. 303.8. WSR 01-03-089, § 388-14A-3903, filed 
1/17/01, effective 2/17/01. Formerly WAC 388-11-143.]
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-02-017, filed 12/21/18, effective 
1/21/19)

WAC 388-14A-3925  Who can ask to modify an administrative support 
order?  (1) The division of child support (DCS), the custodial parent 
(CP) or the noncustodial parent (NCP) may file a petition and request 
a hearing to prospectively modify an administrative order for child 
support. The request must be in writing and must state:

(a) Any circumstances that have changed;
(b) Any relief requested; and
(c) The proposed new support amount.
(2) The petitioning party must file the request for modification 

with DCS.
(3) Acting as a responding jurisdiction, DCS may file a petition 

to prospectively modify an administrative order for child support on 
behalf of an initiating jurisdiction in an intergovernmental case.

(4) ((DCS)) Office of Administrative Hearings serves a copy of 
the request for modification and notice of hearing on all other par-
ties by ((first class)) regular mail at their last known address 
((last known to DCS)).

(5) DCS((,)) or the administrative law judge (ALJ)((, or the de-
partment review judge)):

(a) Prospectively modifies orders according to the terms of chap-
ter 26.19 RCW and RCW 74.20A.059; and

(b) May only modify an order issued by a tribunal in another 
state according to the terms of RCW 26.21A.550.

(6) A request to add a requirement for the custodial parent (CP) 
to provide health care coverage, or to add a provision in the order to 
include the CP's share of uninsured medical expenses, is not by itself 
a sufficient basis for modification of the order.

(7) If the nonpetitioning party fails to appear at the hearing, 
the ALJ issues a default order based on the Washington state child 
support schedule and the worksheets submitted by the parties, consid-
ering the terms set out in the request for modification.

(8) If the petitioning party fails to appear at the hearing, the 
ALJ enters an order dismissing the petition for modification.

(9) If the petition for modification does not comply with the re-
quirements of subsection (1)(a) and (b) of this section, the ALJ may:

(a) Dismiss the petition; or
(b) Continue the hearing to give the petitioning party time to 

amend according to WAC 388-14A-3275 or to complete the petition.
(10) The ALJ may set the effective date of modification as the 

date the order is issued, the date the request was made, or any time 
in between. If an effective date is not set in the order, the effec-
tive date is the date the modification order is entered.

(11) For purposes of abatement under this chapter, DCS, the CP, 
or the NCP may seek changes to a child support order to add abatement 
language under WAC 388-14A-3940.
[Statutory Authority: Part I of 2018 c 150 and RCW 26.09.105, 
26.18.170, 26.23.050, 34.05.220 (1)(a), 34.05.350(1), 74.08.090, and 
74.20.040(9). WSR 19-02-017, § 388-14A-3925, filed 12/21/18, effective 
1/21/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 26.23.120, 34.05.350 (1)(b), 
43.20A.550, 74.04.055, 74.08.090, 74.20.040(9), 74.20A.310 and 45 
C.F.R. Parts 301.1, 302.36, 303.7, 303.11, 305.63, and 308.2. WSR 
13-01-075, § 388-14A-3925, filed 12/18/12, effective 1/18/13. Statuto-
ry Authority: 2007 c 143, §§ 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 9. WSR 
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08-12-029, § 388-14A-3925, filed 5/29/08, effective 7/1/08. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 34.05.220(2), 43.20A.550, 74.04.055, 74.08.090, 
74.20.040, 74.20A.310. WSR 07-08-055, § 388-14A-3925, filed 3/29/07, 
effective 4/29/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 34.05.220(1), 74.08.090, 
74.20A.055, 74.20A.056. WSR 02-06-098, § 388-14A-3925, filed 3/4/02, 
effective 4/4/02. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.08.090, 26.23.050, 
74.20A.055, 74.20A.059. WSR 01-03-089, § 388-14A-3925, filed 1/17/01, 
effective 2/17/01. Formerly WAC 388-11-140.]

NEW SECTION
WAC 388-14A-3935  What does DCS do with respect to abatement when 

it learns the noncustodial parent is an incarcerated parent?  (1) If 
the child support order contains abatement language, the division of 
child support (DCS) administers the abatement under WAC 388-14A-3945.

(2) If the child support order was entered in Washington state 
and does not contain abatement language, DCS refers the child support 
order to the appropriate tribunal for the limited purpose of adding 
abatement language under WAC 388-14A-3940, except as provided in sub-
section (3) of this section.

(3) DCS may review for modification under WAC 388-14A-3901 when 
the child support order does not contain abatement language and the 
department is paying public assistance for the child or children.
[]

NEW SECTION
WAC 388-14A-3940  Who can ask to add abatement language to an ad-

ministrative support order?  (1) The division of child support (DCS), 
the custodial parent (CP), or the noncustodial parent (NCP) may file a 
petition and request a hearing under chapter 26.09 RCW for the limited 
purpose of adding abatement language to an administrative order for 
child support.

(2) The petitioning party must submit the request to add abate-
ment language to DCS.

(3) Acting as a responding jurisdiction, DCS may file a petition 
for the limited purposes of adding abatement language to an adminis-
trative order for child support on behalf of an initiating jurisdic-
tion in an intergovernmental case.

(4) OAH serves a copy of the request to add abatement language 
and notice of hearing on all other parties by regular mail at their 
last known address.

(5) A hearing under this section:
(a) Is for the limited purpose of determining whether statutorily 

required abatement language under RCW 26.09.335 should be added to the 
administrative support order;

(b) Is separate from the administration of the abatement by DCS 
under WAC 388-14A-3945;

(c) Does not otherwise modify or adjust the administrative sup-
port order; and
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(d) Does not impact DCS's or any party's right to request a pro-
spective modification of the administrative support order under WAC 
388-14A-3925.

(e) Does not impact when DCS reviews a support order for modifi-
cation under WAC 388-14A-3901.

(6) DCS may enter into an agreed settlement or consent order with 
the parties under WAC 388-14A-3600 to add abatement language to an ad-
ministrative support order.

(7) If the nonpetitioning party fails to appear at the hearing, 
the ALJ issues a default order against that party.

(8) If the petitioning party fails to appear at the hearing, the 
ALJ enters an order dismissing the petition.
[]

NEW SECTION
WAC 388-14A-3945  How does DCS administer abatement of an incar-

cerated person's child support order?  (1) The division of child sup-
port (DCS) abates a noncustodial parent's (NCP's) child support order 
under this chapter when it learns that the NCP is an incarcerated per-
son and all of the following are true:

(a) The NCP is incarcerated for or begins serving a sentence of 
at least six months in confinement;

(b) The child support order contains abatement language; and
(c) DCS has reviewed its records and determines the NCP has no 

access to or possession of income or assets to pay child support while 
incarcerated.

(2) There is a rebuttable presumption that an incarcerated person 
has no access to or possession of income or assets to pay child sup-
port while incarcerated. DCS may assert it has rebutted the presump-
tion. See WAC 388-14A-3955.

(3) When the requirements of subsection (1) of this section are 
met, the child support order is abated to ten dollars per month with-
out regard to the number of children covered by that order.

(4) The first month support is abated is the date the NCP became 
confined or February 1, 2021, whichever is later.

(5) The abatement ends on the last day of the third full month 
following the NCP's release from confinement, unless an order entered 
in the court or administrative forum specifies a different date.

(6) DCS sends a notice of abatement to notify the custodial pa-
rent (CP) by regular mail to their last known address, with a copy to 
the NCP, that the abatement has been applied. 

(7) If the CP disagrees with the notice of abatement, the CP may:
(a) Request a timely hearing within twenty days of the date of 

the notice of abatement (see WAC 388-14A-3965);
(b) Request an untimely hearing within one year of the date of 

the notice of abatement (see WAC 388-14A-3965); or
(c) Request in writing to terminate or reverse the abatement at 

any time during the period of abatement (see WAC 388-14A-3970). 
(8) If the NCP disagrees with the notice of abatement, the NCP 

may request in writing to terminate or reverse the abatement at any 
time during the period of abatement (see WAC 388-14A-3960).

(9) If the abatement results in an overpayment by the NCP:
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(a) Neither DCS nor the CP is required to refund any support col-
lections or payments received by DCS prior to the date on which DCS 
learned of the incarceration; and

(b) The NCP is not entitled to a refund of any support collec-
tions or payments received by DCS prior to the date on which DCS 
learned of the incarceration.

(10) Abatement of a child support obligation of an incarcerated 
person does not constitute modification or adjustment of the order.
[]

NEW SECTION
WAC 388-14A-3950  What does DCS do to reinstate the support order 

when the NCP is released from confinement?  (1) Unless otherwise 
specified in a court or administrative order, the support order is au-
tomatically reinstated as follows:

(a) Effective the first day of the fourth full month after the 
NCP is released from confinement, support is reinstated at fifty per-
cent of the support amount provided in the underlying order, but not 
less than the presumed minimum obligation of $50 per month per child; 
and

(b) Effective one year after release from confinement, support is 
reinstated at one hundred percent of the support amount provided in 
the underlying order.

(2) DCS informs the parties in writing at their last known ad-
dress when reinstating support at fifty percent and one hundred per-
cent.

(3) If the support order is modified under RCW 26.09.170 or RCW 
74.20A.059 during the period of abatement, this provision regarding 
reinstatement of support at fifty percent in subsection (1) of this 
section does not apply. DCS enforces the modified support obligation.
[]

NEW SECTION
WAC 388-14A-3955  What does DCS do when it determines an incar-

cerated person's support order should not be abated?  (1) If DCS re-
views its records and determines the NCP has access to or possession 
of income or assets to pay child support while incarcerated, DCS sends 
a notice regarding non-abatement of child support, sometimes called 
the notice regarding non-abatement, to the NCP and a copy to the cus-
todial parent (CP).

(a) There is a rebuttable presumption that an incarcerated person 
has no access to or possession of income or assets available to pay 
child support while incarcerated.

(b) The notice regarding non-abatement includes the reason or 
reasons DCS believes it has rebutted the presumption that the NCP is 
unable to pay their child support obligation while incarcerated.

(2) The parties may request an adjudicative proceeding if they 
disagree with the notice regarding non-abatement.
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(a) The parties may request a timely hearing within twenty days 
of the date of the notice regarding non-abatement.

(b) The parties may request an untimely hearing within one year 
of the date of the notice regarding non-abatement.

(c) The parties may request a late hearing one year or more after 
the after the date of the notice regarding non-abatement but must dem-
onstrate good cause.

(3) For purposes of this chapter, correctional industries compen-
sation does not count as income or assets to pay child support.
[]

NEW SECTION
WAC 388-14A-3960  What happens at a hearing on a notice regarding 

non-abatement of child support?  (1) The noncustodial parent (NCP) or 
custodial parent (CP) may request a hearing on a notice regarding non-
abatement of child support, sometimes called the notice regarding non-
abatement.

(2) The purpose of the hearing is for the administrative law 
judge (ALJ) to determine whether DCS's notice is upheld or dismissed.

(3) The ALJ must allow DCS to orally amend the notice regarding 
non-abatement at the hearing to conform to the evidence. The ALJ may 
grant a continuance, if necessary, to allow the parties additional 
time to present evidence or argument in response to the amendment.

(4) The administrative law judge issues an order:
(a) Upholding DCS's determination that support should not be 

abated because the NCP has access to or possession of income or assets 
to pay child support while incarcerated; or

(b) Dismissing the notice regarding non-abatement because the NCP 
does not have access to or possession of income or assets to pay child 
support while incarcerated.

(5) If the order says child support should be abated, DCS abates 
and sends a notice of abatement to the parties. See WAC 388-14A-3940.
[]

NEW SECTION
WAC 388-14A-3965  What happens at a hearing on a notice of abate-

ment?  (1) The custodial parent (CP) has the burden of proof to demon-
strate to the administrative law judge (ALJ) that the NCP has access 
to or possession of income or assets to pay child support while incar-
cerated.

(2) Any party to the hearing may show good cause why the abate-
ment should end and support reinstate at a date other than what is 
specified in WAC 388-14A-3945.

(3) The ALJ must allow DCS to orally amend the notice of abate-
ment at the hearing to conform to the evidence. The ALJ may grant a 
continuance, if necessary, to allow the parties additional time to 
present evidence or argument in response to the amendment.

(4) The administrative law judge issues an order:
(a) Upholding the notice of abatement;
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(b) Upholding the notice of abatement and, upon a finding of good 
cause, specifying the date abatement ends; or

(c) Dismissing the notice of abatement because the objecting par-
ty met the burden of proof to show that NCP has access to or posses-
sion of income or assets to pay child support while incarcerated.
[]

NEW SECTION
WAC 388-14A-3970  Who may request to terminate or reverse an 

abatement?  (1) The division of child support (DCS), the custodial pa-
rent (CP), or the noncustodial parent (NCP) may submit a request to 
terminate or reverse an abatement at any time during the period of 
abatement. The request must be in writing.

(a) If DCS or the CP is the requesting party, they must include 
documents or other evidence demonstrating that the NCP has access to 
or possession of income or assets to pay child support while incarcer-
ated.

(b) If the NCP is the requesting party, no supporting documents 
are required.

(2) The requesting party must file the request to terminate or 
reverse the abatement with DCS or the office of administrative hear-
ings (OAH).

(3) Acting as a responding jurisdiction, DCS may file a request 
to terminate or reverse an abatement on behalf of an initiating juris-
diction in an intergovernmental case.
[]

NEW SECTION
WAC 388-14A-3975  What happens at a hearing to terminate or re-

verse an abatement?  (1) If the requesting party was required to sub-
mit supporting documents and did not do so, any other party may file a 
motion to dismiss. The requesting party may ask for a continuance to 
provide supporting documents.

(2) If the hearing is dismissed because supporting documents were 
not submitted, the requesting party may file a petition to vacate the 
dismissal.

(3) If a hearing is held, the ALJ may reverse the abatement or 
terminate the abatement on a specific date upon a finding that the NCP 
has access to or possession of assets or income to provide support 
while incarcerated.

(4) If the requesting party fails to appear after being sent a 
notice of hearing, the request must be dismissed.

(5) Depending on the type of evidence provided at the hearing, 
the ALJ may order that the abatement of the support order be:

(a) Reversed, meaning that the determination that support should 
be abated is vacated and all amounts owed under the support order are 
reinstated; or

(b) Terminated, meaning that the abatement of support ends as of 
the date specified in the order.
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[]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 07-08-055, filed 3/29/07, effective 
4/29/07)

WAC 388-14A-6100  The division of child support accepts oral re-
quests for hearing or conference board.  (1) Except for the instances 
listed in subsections (8) and (9), the division of child support (DCS) 
accepts either a written or an oral request for hearing or conference 
board, even though other sections of this chapter or the relevant 
statutes may provide that objections and hearing requests should be in 
writing.

(2) The subject matter of the objection determines whether the 
matter is set as a conference board or hearing, unless there is a spe-
cific request for an administrative hearing under chapter 34.05 RCW.

(3) DCS processes oral and written requests for hearing in the 
same manner.

(4) An oral request for hearing is complete if it contains enough 
information to identify the person making the request, the DCS action, 
and the case or cases involved in the hearing request.

(5) The effective date of an oral request for hearing is the date 
that someone makes a complete oral request for hearing, to any DCS 
representative in person or by leaving a message on the automated 
voice mail system of any DCS field office.

(6) When making an oral request, you do not need to specify 
whether you want a hearing under chapter 34.05 RCW or a conference 
board under WAC 388-14A-6400.

(7) You can make an oral request for hearing or conference board 
on behalf of another person, if you have written authorization to act 
on their behalf. The effective date of an oral request for hearing or 
conference board made on behalf of another person is the later of the 
date of the complete oral request for hearing or the date that DCS re-
ceives the written authorization.

(8) There are ((two)) three types of hearing requests which must 
be in writing:

(a) A petition for prospective modification under WAC 
388-14A-3925; ((and))

(b) A petition for reimbursement for day care expenses under WAC 
388-14A-4300; and

(c) A request to terminate or reverse an abatement under WAC 
388-14A-3960.

(9) You must also make the following requests in writing:
(a) A request for a determination of controlling order under the 

Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA), chapter 26.21A RCW, as 
described in WAC 388-14A-7305; and

(b) An objection to the determination of controlling order con-
tained in a notice of support debt and registration issued by DCS un-
der WAC 388-14A-7325. WAC 388-14A-7335 describes how to make this ob-
jection.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 34.05.220(2), 43.20A.550, 74.04.055, 
74.08.090, 74.20.040, 74.20A.310. WSR 07-08-055, § 388-14A-6100, filed 
3/29/07, effective 4/29/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.08.090, 
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34.05.220. WSR 01-03-089, § 388-14A-6100, filed 1/17/01, effective 
2/17/01. Formerly WAC 388-14-500.]
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