
WSR 22-05-045
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES
[Filed February 8, 2022, 4:05 p.m., effective February 8, 2022, 4:05 p.m.]

Effective Date of Rule: Immediately upon filing.
Purpose: Amend chapter 110-06 WAC to allow individuals to work 

supervised in the department of children, youth, and families (DCYF)-
licensed early learning programs after submitting to the department 
their background check applications, allow license-exempt family, 
friend, and neighbor providers to be authorized for unsupervised ac-
cess to children following name-based background checks while finger-
print-based background checks are pending, include an interstate back-
ground check for individuals who have lived outside of Washington 
state in the five years immediately preceding their application, and 
remove certain crimes that disqualify a subject individual from au-
thorization.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 
110-06-0040, 110-06-0046, and 110-06-120.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 43.216.065.
Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-

ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and 
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public 
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: Proclamation of the Governor 20-05 de-
clared a State of Emergency in all counties in the state of Washington 
as a result of the outbreak of COVID-19. As of March 11, 2020, the 
World Health Organization has classified COVID-19 as a pandemic. Pro-
clamation of the Governor 20-31 amends Proclamation 20-05 and waives 
and suspends fingerprint-based background checks before a person may 
be approved to have unsupervised access to children during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic due to the potential risk of exposure to COVID-19 re-
sulting from face-to-face contact in submitting fingerprints, limited 
access to fingerprinting as entities that receive and process finger-
prints limit or suspend operations in order to limit exposure to COV-
ID-19, and the unavailability of law enforcement agencies to process 
fingerprints during the pandemic. The ability to issue background 
check clearance authorizations before completing fingerprint-based 
background checks better enables DCYF to ensure the availability of 
stable and quality child care during the COVID-19 pandemic. The amend-
ment to WAC 110-06-120 removes crimes that account for 33 percent of 
family, friends, and neighbors being disqualified from participation 
in working connections child care. The amendment is in accord [accord-
ance] with the federal disqualifying crimes list, significantly in-
creases the number of individuals who may provide care, and will not 
pose a safety risk for children in care.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 3, Repealed 0.
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Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: February 8, 2022.
Brenda Villarreal
Rules Coordinator

Reviser's note: The material contained in this filing exceeded the page-count limitations of WAC 
1-21-040 for appearance in this issue of the Register. It will appear in the 22-06 issue of the Register.
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