
WSR 22-10-034
PERMANENT RULES

BOARD OF REGISTRATION
FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

AND LAND SURVEYORS
[Filed April 27, 2022, 7:24 a.m., effective May 28, 2022]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.
Purpose: Amendments to current rule language in WAC 196-23-020 

provides clarification to land surveyor licensees of what final docu-
ments need stamped and removes the requirement of preparing a report 
each time a licensee reviews a document prepared by another licensee 
and may lessen the cost to the licensees.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 
196-23-020.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 18.43.035.
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 22-03-101 on January 19, 2022.
Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-

ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: April 21, 2022.
Ken Fuller

Director

OTS-3111.2

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 08-10-009, filed 4/24/08, effective 
7/1/08)

WAC 196-23-020  Seal/stamp usage.  The use of the seal/stamp must 
be in accordance with chapter 18.43 RCW or as otherwise described 
herein:

(1) Final documents are those documents that are prepared and 
distributed for filing with public officials, use for construction, 
final agency approvals or use by clients. Any final document must con-
tain the seal/stamp, signature and date of signature of the licensee 
who prepared or directly supervised the work. For the purpose of this 
section "document" is defined as plans, specifications, plats, sur-
veys, land descriptions as defined in WAC 332-130-020, reports, and 
as-built documents prepared by the licensee((, and reports)).

(2) Preliminary documents are those documents not considered fi-
nal as defined herein, but are released or distributed by the licen-
see. Preliminary documents must be clearly identified as "PRELIMINARY" 
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or contain such wording so it may be differentiated from a final docu-
ment. Preliminary documents must be stamped, but need not be signed or 
dated by the licensee.

(3) Plan sets: Every page of a plan set must contain the seal/
stamp, signature of the licensee(s) who prepared or who had direct su-
pervision over the preparation of the work, and date of signature.

(a) Plans/plats containing work prepared by or under the direct 
supervision of more than one licensee should be sealed/stamped and 
dated by each licensee and shall clearly note the extent of each li-
censee's responsibility.

(b) As provided for in subsections (1) and (2) of this section, 
each page of a plan set must contain the seal/stamp of the licensee 
who prepared or who had direct supervision over the preparation of the 
work.

(c) Plan/plat sheets containing and/or depicting background 
and/or supporting information that is duplicated from other plans need 
only be sealed/stamped by the licensee(s) who prepared or was in di-
rect supervision of the design. The origin of the background informa-
tion shall be noted on the plan sheet.

(d) All design revisions to final plan/plat sheets shall clearly 
identify on each sheet((;)) the revisions made and shall contain the 
name and seal of the licensee((,)) and signature of the licensee with 
the date the sheet was sealed.

(4) Specifications: Specifications that are prepared by or under 
the direct supervision of a licensee shall contain the seal/stamp, 
signature of the licensee and the date of signature. If the specifica-
tions prepared by a licensee are a portion of a bound specification 
document that contains specifications other than that of an engineer-
ing or land surveying nature, the licensee need only seal/stamp that 
portion or portions of the documents for which the licensee is respon-
sible. Nothing herein should be construed to require that each page of 
an engineering or land surveying specification be sealed/stamped by 
the licensee.

(5) Document review: When a licensee is required to review work 
prepared by another professional engineer or land surveyor, the re-
viewing licensee shall fully review those documents ((and)). If re-
quired, the licensee shall prepare a report that discusses the find-
ings of the review with any supporting calculations and sketches. The 
reviewing licensee would then seal/stamp, sign and date the report. 
The report would make reference to and/or be attached to the subject 
document(s) reviewed.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.43.035. WSR 08-10-009, § 196-23-020, 
filed 4/24/08, effective 7/1/08; WSR 06-22-036, § 196-23-020, filed 
10/25/06, effective 11/25/06; WSR 99-15-055, § 196-23-020, filed 
7/15/99, effective 8/15/99.]
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