
WSR 22-13-048
PROPOSED RULES

HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY
[Filed June 8, 2022, 8:11 a.m.]

Original Notice.
Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 22-07-103.
Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: WAC 182-531-0300 

Anesthesia providers and covered physician-related services.
Hearing Location(s): On July 26, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. Until fur-

ther notice, health care authority (HCA) continues to hold public 
hearings virtually without a physical meeting place. This promotes so-
cial distancing and the safety of the residents of Washington state. 
To attend the virtual public hearing, you must register in advance 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_okdBEytITLCb2dmAjv3rBA. If 
the link above opens with an error message, please try using a differ-
ent browser. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the public hearing.

Date of Intended Adoption: Not sooner than July 27, 2022.
Submit Written Comments to: HCA Rules Coordinator, P.O. Box 

42716, Olympia, WA 98504-2716, email arc@hca.wa.gov, fax 360-586-9727, 
by 11:59 p.m., July 26, 2022.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact Johanna Larson, 
phone 360-725-1349, fax 360-586-9727, telecommunication[s] relay serv-
ice 711, email johanna.larson@hca.wa.gov, by July 15, 2022.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: To align with 42 C.F.R. § 482.52, HCA 
is amending WAC 182-531-0300(1) to include a doctor of medicine or os-
teopathy (other than an anesthesiologist) to the list of providers HCA 
reimburses for performing covered anesthesia services.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: See purpose.
Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 41.05.021, 41.05.160; 42 

C.F.R. § 482.52.
Statute Being Implemented: RCW 41.05.021, 41.05.160; 42 C.F.R. § 

482.52.
Rule is necessary because of federal law, [no information sup-

plied by agency].
Agency Comments or Recommendations, if any, as to Statutory Lan-

guage, Implementation, Enforcement, and Fiscal Matters: Not applica-
ble.

Name of Proponent: HCA, governmental.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Jason Crabbe, 

P.O. Box 42716, Olympia, WA 98504-2716, 360-725-9563; Implementation 
and Enforcement: Karin Inderbitzin, P.O. Box 45506, Olympia, WA 
98504-5506, 360-725-9805.

A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under 
RCW 28A.305.135.

A cost-benefit analysis is not required under RCW 34.05.328. RCW 
34.05.328 does not apply to HCA rules unless requested by the joint 
administrative rules review committee or applied voluntarily.

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt from 
requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act because the proposal: 

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.061 because this rule making is being 
adopted solely to conform and/or comply with federal statute 
or regulations. Citation of the specific federal statute or 
regulation and description of the consequences to the state 
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if the rule is not adopted: 42 C.F.R. § 482.52, Condition of 
participation: Anesthesia services.

June 8, 2022
Wendy Barcus

Rules Coordinator

OTS-3775.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 17-04-039, filed 1/25/17, effective 
2/25/17)

WAC 182-531-0300  Anesthesia providers and covered physician-re-
lated services.  The medicaid agency bases coverage of anesthesia 
services on medicare policies and the following rules:

(1) The agency reimburses providers for covered anesthesia serv-
ices performed by:

(a) Anesthesiologists;
(b) A doctor of medicine or osteopathy (other than an anesthesi-

ologist);
(c) Certified registered nurse anesthetists (CRNAs);
(((c))) (d) Oral surgeons with a special agreement with the agen-

cy to provide anesthesia services; and
(((d))) (e) Other providers who have a special agreement with the 

agency to provide anesthesia services.
(2) The agency covers and reimburses anesthesia services for 

children and noncooperative clients in those situations where the med-
ically necessary procedure cannot be performed if the client is not 
anesthetized. A statement of the client-specific reasons why the pro-
cedure could not be performed without specific anesthesia services 
must be kept in the client's medical record. Examples of such proce-
dures include:

(a) Computerized tomography (CT);
(b) Dental procedures;
(c) Electroconvulsive therapy; and
(d) Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI).
(3) The agency covers anesthesia services provided for any of the 

following:
(a) Dental restorations and/or extractions:
(b) Maternity per subsection (9) of this section. See WAC 

182-531-1550 for information about sterilization/hysterectomy anesthe-
sia;

(c) Pain management per subsection (5) of this section;
(d) Radiological services as listed in WAC 182-531-1450; and
(e) Surgical procedures.
(4) For each client, the anesthesiologist provider must do all of 

the following:
(a) Perform a preanesthetic examination and evaluation;
(b) Prescribe the anesthesia plan;
(c) Personally participate in the most demanding aspects of the 

anesthesia plan, including, if applicable, induction and emergence;
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(d) Ensure that any procedures in the anesthesia plan that the 
provider does not perform, are performed by a qualified individual as 
defined in the program operating instructions;

(e) At frequent intervals, monitor the course of anesthesia dur-
ing administration;

(f) Remain physically present and available for immediate diagno-
sis and treatment of emergencies; and

(g) Provide indicated post anesthesia care.
(5) The agency does not allow the anesthesiologist provider to:
(a) Direct more than four anesthesia services concurrently; and
(b) Perform any other services while directing the single or con-

current services, other than attending to medical emergencies and oth-
er limited services as allowed by medicare instructions.

(6) The agency requires the anesthesiologist provider to document 
in the client's medical record that the medical direction requirements 
were met.

(7) General anesthesia:
(a) When a provider performs multiple operative procedures for 

the same client at the same time, the agency reimburses the base anes-
thesia units (BAU) for the major procedure only.

(b) The agency does not reimburse the attending surgeon for anes-
thesia services.

(c) When more than one anesthesia provider is present on a case, 
the agency reimburses as follows:

(i) The supervisory anesthesiologist and certified registered 
nurse anesthetist (CRNA) each receive ((fifty)) 50 percent of the al-
lowed amount.

(ii) For anesthesia provided by a team, the agency limits reim-
bursement to ((one hundred)) 100 percent of the total allowed reim-
bursement for the service.

(8) Pain management:
(a) The agency pays CRNAs or anesthesiologists for pain manage-

ment services.
(b) The agency allows two postoperative or pain management epi-

durals per client, per hospital stay plus the two associated E&M fees 
for pain management.

(9) Maternity anesthesia:
(a) To determine total time for obstetric epidural anesthesia 

during normal labor and delivery and c-sections, time begins with in-
sertion and ends with removal for a maximum of six hours. "Delivery" 
includes labor for single or multiple births, and/or cesarean section 
delivery.

(b) The agency does not apply the six-hour limit for anesthesia 
to procedures performed as a result of post-delivery complications.

(c) See WAC 182-531-1550 for information on anesthesia services 
during a delivery with sterilization.

(d) See chapter 182-533 WAC for more information about maternity-
related services.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 41.05.021 and 41.05.160. WSR 17-04-039, § 
182-531-0300, filed 1/25/17, effective 2/25/17. WSR 11-14-075, recodi-
fied as § 182-531-0300, filed 6/30/11, effective 7/1/11. Statutory Au-
thority: RCW 74.08.090. WSR 10-19-057, § 388-531-0300, filed 9/14/10, 
effective 10/15/10. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.08.090, 74.09.520. WSR 
01-01-012, § 388-531-0300, filed 12/6/00, effective 1/6/01.]
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