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WSR 22-17-121
PERMANENT RULES
BOARD OF REGISTRATION
FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

AND LAND SURVEYORS
[Filed August 23, 2022, 7:58 a.m., effective September 23, 2022]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.

Purpose: Changes to chapter 196-12 WAC, Professional engineers,
are necessary because of updates to chapter 18.43 RCW in 2019, and to
clarify the processes and requirements for licensure as a professional
engineer in Washington. This rule change will impact all applicants
applying for licensure as a professional engineer or structural engi-
neer in Washington, but they will have no additional costs to imple-
ment and comply. The amendments better define the requirements for 1i-
censure, the different ways an applicant can apply for licensure, and
allows more flexibility to the board to consider different types of
education and experience that do not follow the "normal" path to 1li-
censure.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: New WAC 196-12-013 and
196-12-014; repealing WAC 196-12-011 and 196-12-012; and amending WAC
196-12-005, 196-12-010, 196-12-020, 196-12-021, 196-12-030,
196-12-045, 196-12-047, 196-12-055, and 196-12-065.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 18.43.035.

Adopted under notice filed as WSR 22-10-087 on May 3, 2022.

Changes Other than Editing from Proposed to Adopted Version: WAC
196-12-010 (1) (a), added "practical" back in language.

WAC 196-12-010 (2) (a) (1i) (B), added "and was administered by a
board approved foreign jurisdiction."

WAC 196-12-014 (2) (b) (ii), added "per RCW 18.43.050."

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 1,
Amended 0, Repealed 1.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 2,
Amended 9, Repealed 2.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or
Reform Agency Procedures: New 2, Amended 9, Repealed 2.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 2, Amended 9, Repealed 2.

Date Adopted: August 11, 2022.

Ken Fuller
Director

0OTsS-3207.4
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 04-04-001, filed 1/21/04, effective
2/21/04)

WAC 196-12-005 Declaration and purpose. This chapter contains
rules and procedures for applications, examinations, experience, edu-
cation, and eligibility ( (ere—examinatiens)) to ((ke)) become licensed
as professional engineers.

[Statutory Authority: Chapters 18.43 and 18.235 RCW. WSR 04-04-001, §
196-12-005, filed 1/21/04, effective 2/21/04.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-10-085, filed 5/1/18, effective
6/1/18)

WAC 196-12-010 ((Registration)) Licensure requirements for all
applicants—Initial licensure and licensed in another jurisdiction.
To become licensed as a professional engineer in the state of Washing-
ton, whether vyou are applying for an initial license or you possess a
license in another jurisdiction, you must meet the requirements for
experience and examinations described below, which need not be comple-
ted within the state of Washington:

(1) Experience: Have eight years of experience in engineering
work of a character satisfactory to the board:

(a) The eight years ((ef—- tNLLMWV)) may be a combination of ed-
ucation and practical work experience. (Urder—selected eirecumstances
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(b) The eight years of experience must be broad based((+)) and
progressive (( P rienee)) to include gaining knowledge and comprehen-
sion of engineering subjects and applying engineering principles.

(2) ((Reeeiwe—a)) Examination requirements: An applicant must
have received passing scores on two stages of examination(s). One must

test the fundamentals of engineering and the other must test the prin-
ciples and practice of engineering. Exam results must be independently
verified by a NCEES member board, or a board approved foreign juris-
diction.

(a) (i) Fundamentals of engineering examination must meet the fol-
lowing regquirements:

(1i1) The examination must be either:

(A) The National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Survey-

ing (NCEES) fundamentals-of- englneerlng (FE) examination ( (—Sxr—have—a
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(B) An equivalent examination as determined by the board which
tests the applicant's knowledge of appropriate fundamentals of engi-
neering subijects including mathematics and the basic sciences as de-
fined in RCW 18.43.040 (1) (b) (i) and was administered by a board ap-
proved foreign Jurisdiction.

(b) Principles and practice of engineering (({PE))) examina-
tion ( (+

+4) ) =
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The principles and practice of engineering (PE) examination must
be the examination administered by NCEES.

(3) Additional licensure requirements:

An applicant must meet the following additional requirements for
licensure:

(a) Receive a passing score on the Washington law review;

( (5r—Be—-of—-good—~echaracter—and—reputation)) (b) Fully complete

the application form to the satisfaction of the board; and

((Her—Payment—ef)) (c) Pay all applicable fees.

( (Bxam—resuits—mustbe Tnacpendentty verified by the NCEESmember

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.43.035. WSR 18-10-085, § 196-12-010,
filed 5/1/18, effective 6/1/18; WSR 15-08-064, § 196-12-010, filed
3/27/15, effective 4/30/15; WSR 14-07-106, § 196-12-010, filed
3/19/14, effective 4/19/14; WSR 08-11-100, § 196-12-010, filed
5/20/08, effective 7/1/08. Statutory Authority: Chapters 18.43 and
18.235 RCW. WSR 04-04-001, § 196-12-010, filed 1/21/04, effective
2/21/04. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.43.035. WSR 98-12-052, §
196-12-010, filed 5/29/98, effective 7/1/98; WSR 88-12-044 (Order PM
738), § 196-12-010, filed 5/27/88; WSR 87-13-005 (Order PM 606), §
196-12-010, filed 6/4/87; WSR 84-04-027 (Order PL 454), § 196-12-010,
filed 1/25/84; WSR 82-01-064 (Order 81-10), § 196-12-010, filed
12/18/81; Order PL 224, § 196-12-010, filed 11/5/75; Order PL-129, §
196-12-010, filed 7/27/72; Order 11, § 196-12-010, filed 9/12/68; Rule
ITIA, filed 11/15/65; Rule IIA, filed 8/4/64; Rule IA, filed 12/26/62.]

NEW SECTION

WAC 196-12-013 FE examination application. (1) ABET accredited
degree applicants. For those who have attended ABET accredited degree
programs and now have reached senior standing, applications to take
the FE examination may be completed online directly with NCEES. Appli-
cants should list the state of Washington as their licensing state.

(2) All other applicants. Those who do not meet the requirements
of subsection (1) of this section must fill out the FE exam applica-
tion provided on the board website, https://brpels.wa.gov/, demon-
strate they meet the requirements, provide required documentation, and
be approved by the board to take the examination.

Further details on education experience records are provided un-
der WAC 196-12-021.

[]

NEW SECTION

WAC 196-12-014 PE licensure application form. The board has a
single application form for PE licensure in the state of Washington.
This application form must be used by all applicants including those
applying for the PE exam and licensure concurrently, those who have
already taken the PE examination in another jurisdiction but have not
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obtained their initial license, and those who are already licensed in
another jurisdiction and are seeking a license in Washington state.

(1) Current PE examination and licensure applications: Applicants
who have not taken the PE examination will apply for both the PE ex-
amination and licensure on the application form. In order to be ap-
proved by the board to take the PE examination, the applicant must
complete all sections of the form, except the date and location of
taking the PE exam and must otherwise meet all of the qualifications
for licensure. Upon passing the PE examination, the applicant is also
qualified for licensure.

Applications for PE examination and licensure must be received at
the board's address with the applicable fee by the date posted on the
board's website.

(2) All other applicants for PE licensure in Washington state.
All other applicants applying for licensure in the state of Washing-
ton, including those who are licensed in another jurisdiction or have
passed the Principles & Practices of engineering examination but have
not obtained their initial license, must complete all sections of the
application form provided by the board.

(a) All applicants must provide information on the application
form that demonstrates they meet all requirements for licensure. This
includes work experience requirements, education requirements, and ex-
amination requirements as detailed in WAC 196-12-010, 196-12-020, and
196-12-021; and RCW 18.43.040.

(b) All applicants must provide the following documents to verify
these requirements:

(1) Education experience records - Official transcripts or the
equivalent, showing all grades and degrees.
(ii) Work experience records - Completed form titled "Professio-

nal Engineering Experience Verification" which includes not only work
experience information and details but also verifications of work ex-
perience by supervisors or other verifiers, per RCW 18.43.050.

(iii) Verification of licensing in any other Jjurisdiction(s), if
any.

(iv) Verification of passing the FE examination or its equivalent
(if any) and verification of passing the PE examination.

[]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 08-11-100, filed 5/20/08, effective
7/1/08)

WAC 196-12-020 Work experience records. The following criteria
will be used in evaluating an applicant's experience record:

(1) Work experience will be approved based on a demonstration of
competency and progressive responsibility in the analysis, synthesis
and evaluation of engineering concepts and data, under the direct su-
pervision of a person authorized by chapter 18.43 RCW or other appli-
cable statute to practice engineering. Under the general guidance and
direct supervision of an authorized professional, the applicant must
be in a position of making independent judgments and decisions in the
following experience areas:

(a) Formulating conclusions and recommendations;

(b) Identifying design and/or project objectives;

(c) Identifying possible alternative methods and concepts;
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(d) Defining performance specifications and functional require-
ments;

(e) Solving engineering problems;

(f) Interacting with allied professionals ((frem—ether—areas—of
praetiece)) ;

(g) Effectively communicating recommendations and conclusions;

(h) Demonstrating an understanding and concern for energy/envi-
ronmental considerations, socioeconomic impact, and sustainability of
resources.
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+3))) Engineering teaching may be considered satisfactory experi-
ence up to a maximum of two years at the discretion of the board.

((#4r)) (3) Applied research is considered satisfactory experi-
ence when it meets the following conditions:

(a) The research must be conducted under the guidance or supervi-
sion of a ((d+ieensed)) professional engineer. For the purposes of this
subsection, guidance or supervision means being cognizant of all ap-
plicable aspects of the work and a reviewer of all applicable report-
ing documentation.

(b) The principal result(s) of the research are in a published
report or a recognized engineering journal article in which the appli-
cant is the ((f4¥st)) primary author or the work is adequately docu-
mented and available to the board upon request.

((#5)F)) (4) For military engineering experience to be considered
acceptable, it should be similar to engineering experience that would
be gained in a nonmilitary environment as defined in subsection (1) of
this section, and such experience must be verified.

((6r—Ary)) (5) All work experience gained ( (withewt)) must be
under the direct supervision of a professional engineer authorized to
practice under chapter 18. 43 RCW or an individual authorlzed by anoth—
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.43.035. WSR 08-11-100, § 196-12-020,
filed 5/20/08, effective 7/1/08. Statutory Authority: Chapters 18.43
and 18.235 RCW. WSR 04-04-001, § 196-12-020, filed 1/21/04, effective
2/21/04. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.43.035. WSR 02-01-071, §
196-12-020, filed 12/14/01, effective 1/30/02; WSR 98-12-052, §
196-12-020, filed 5/29/98, effective 7/1/98; WSR 92-01-101, §
196-12-020, filed 12/17/91, effective 1/17/92; WSR 87-13-005 (Order PM
606), § 196-12-020, filed 6/4/87; WSR 84-04-027 (Order PL 454), S
196-12-020, filed 1/25/84; WSR 82-01-064 (Order 81-10), § 196-12-020,
filed 12/18/81; Order PL-115, § 196-12-020, filed 11/24/71; Rule IIB,
filed 11/15/65; Rule IIB, filed 5/26/65; Rule IIB, filed 8/4/64; Rule
IR, filed 12/26/62.]
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 14-07-106, filed 3/19/14, effective
4/19/14)

WAC 196-12-021 Education experience records. Official tran-
scrlpts must be sent to the board's office for ((foll—edueation—expe—
riepee—eredit)) review and approval.

(1) A baccalaureate degree in engineering in a program accredited
by ( (Ehe—engincering acereditation—commissieon{FAC)—o¥f)) the accredi-
tation board for engineering and technology (ABET) is equivalent to
four years of required experience. Satisfactory completion of each
year of such an approved program is equivalent to one year of experi-

ence.
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+%+—Aﬁ—appfeved—feef—yeafs—iﬁ)) A degree in enqineerinq from a

non- ABET accredited engineering program ( (widtE)) ay be given ((a—mex—

imtm—ef—three)) four vears at the discretion of the board. The board

will determine if the degree is satisfactory in awarding years of ex-

perience.

((#4)r)) (3) No more than one year may be granted for postgraduate
engineering courses ( (fer—those—applticantshavingecarned—degrees—in
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((#5)F)) (4) A baccalaureate degree in a nonengineering program
will be given a maximum of two years of experience.
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+6)+)) (5) An associate degree in engineering from an approved
program may be equivalent for up to two years of experience.
(77 T~ o P N IR | Tz a9 T.T eV n o 1o N A
( ( \ ![ J AN ) W B WY @) R U R W i § \juJ.Ll A8 VvV - CLTTIT VWIT - T A8 \jJ. ) AP i g [ S A
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WL IO Py \jJ.(_A.LlL_ A8 T T 10 CITITTAIT C W _Y (&9 =) A Ab/ [ S T . [ B CIT b/LAJ.b/U\_)
of +this subseetion,—education over +timemeanss)) (6) Sporadic engi-
neering related education may be considered as experience by the board

at its discretion. For example, one or two engineering classes taken
at a time, often at different schools; (( i 2 2 ))
and/or classes taken through industry ((am€)) or the military may
count as experience. In ( (erder—to—determine—the oppropriate—amount——of
xperieneey)) evaluating this type of education, the board will ( (ke
ceompared)) compare the courses taken to college coursework in a bacca-

laureate of engineering ( (teehrotogy)) degree program.

A number of foreign degree programs are included in mutual
recognition agreements entered into by ABET with other accrediting au-
thorities. Applicants with a degree from one of these programs will be

evaluated ( (ip—eaececordapnece—with subseetions—(+—and—{(2rof +thissee—
+3+enr)) by the board.

(b) Applicants having engineering degrees from programs in coun-
tries that are not ABET accredited will be required to have their
transcripts evaluated by a transcript evaluation service approved by
the board. This evaluation will be performed at the applicant's ex-
pense, and the applicant will be responsible for submitting all neces-
sary information to the evaluation service. The board will use the
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evaluation to determine if the foreign degree is ( (eguivatent—to—an
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seetieon—{3r—of +this seetion)) satisfactory to the board to award vears

of experience.

(c) An applicant with an undergraduate degree from a foreign pro-
gram that is not ABET accredited, can waive the requirement for a de-
gree evaluation if they have a graduate degree in engineering from a
school that has an ABET accredited undergraduate engineering degree
program in the same dlSClpllne as the graduate degree. ((Ne—more—than
feur)) Years of experience will be ( (granted—for—thiscombination—of
edueatien)) determined at the discretion of the board.

((#%¥)) (1) Any other education ((wiEtE)) may be taken into ac-
count and evaluated on its merits by the board.

((+0)) (8) Work experience gained between semesters or quarters
or during summers while enrolled in an approved curriculum ( (witt—be

nat Ay ad o o £ +1 A ~ 4 o ~ 1 Nnrooa oo N +1n iz £
VULLQJ.\_A - A8 L./(_A.J.L_ A = CIT \_ALA&/(_A.L_J.ULL(_AJ. L./J.U\_/ [=xe) TN J.llUJ. L_LJ.(_A.LL ULL _Y [ u = A =
xperienee—wiltl—be—granted—forone—ecalendar—yea¥r)) may be counted as
experience at the discretion of the board.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.43.035. WSR 14-07-106, § 196-12-021,
filed 3/19/14, effective 4/19/14; WSR 08-11-100, § 196-12-021, filed
5/20/08, effective 7/1/08.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 14-07-106, filed 3/19/14, effective
4/19/14)

WAC 196-12-030 ((Prineiples—and -praetiece)) Additional branches

of englneerlng ((examiﬂatieﬁ)) (($he—priﬂeip%ee—aﬂd—prae%iee—eé—eﬂ-

beardv)) A professronal englneer with a current reglstratlon in the
state of Washington that is seeking to become licensed in an addition-
al branch of engineering must pass the principles and practice exami-
nation for that additional branch.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.43.035. WSR 14-07-106, § 196-12-030,
filed 3/19/14, effective 4/19/14; WSR 08-11-100, § 196-12-030, filed
5/20/08, effective 7/1/08. Statutory Authority: Chapters 18.43 and
18.235 RCW. WSR 04-04-001, § 196-12-030, filed 1/21/04, effective
2/21/04. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.43.035. WSR 02-01-071, §
196-12-030, filed 12/14/01, effective 1/30/02; WSR 01-09-016, §
196-12-030, filed 4/6/01, effective 5/7/01; WSR 98-12-052, §
196-12-030, filed 5/29/98, effective 7/1/98; WSR 93-01-081, §
196-12-030, filed 12/15/92, effective 1/15/93; WSR 84-04-027 (Order PL
454y, § 196-12-030, filed 1/25/84; WSR 82-01-064 (Order 81-10), §
196-12-030, filed 12/18/81; Order PL-129, § 196-12-030, filed 7/27/72;
Order PL-115, § 196-12-030, filed 11/24/71; Order 11, § 196-12-030,
filed 9/12/68; Rule IIC, filed 11/15/65, 8/4/64; Rule IC, filed
12/26/62.]
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-10-085, filed 5/1/18, effective
6/1/18)

WAC 196-12-045 Registration of applicants licensed in other ju-
risdictions. Licenses may be issued only in the branches of engineer-
ing ((effered)) currently recognized by the board. The board has dis-
cretion to issue a license to an out-of-state licensee who meets the
following requirements:

(1) Completes ((aw)) the application ((em—ferms)) form provided
by the board including supporting documentation, as listed in WAC
196-12-010, 196-12-014, 196-12-020, 196-12-021, and pays the appropri-
ate fee;

(2) Holds a currently valid license in a board recognized licens-
ing jurisdiction in a state, territory, possession, district, or for-
eign country; and

(3) Meets minimum requirements for licensure as determined by the
board under WAC 196-12-010 and 196-12-014, including testing that ade-
quately measures the fundamentals of engineering and principles and
practice of engineering.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.43.035. WSR 18-10-085, § 196-12-045,
filed 5/1/18, effective 6/1/18; WSR 08-11-100, § 196-12-045, filed
5/20/08, effective 7/1/08. Statutory Authority: Chapters 18.43 and
18.235 RCW. WSR 04-04-001, § 196-12-045, filed 1/21/04, effective
2/21/04. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.43.035. WSR 98-12-052, §
196-12-045, filed 5/29/98, effective 7/1/98.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-10-085, filed 5/1/18, effective
6/1/18)

WAC 196-12-047 Structural licensing requirements. The branch of
structural engineering requires specialized work experience to protect
the public health, safety, and welfare. To be licensed as a structural
engineer, an applicant must:

(1) Be currently licensed as a professional engineer in Washing-
ton state;

(2) Have at least two years of progressive responsibility in
structural engineering experience in addition to the eight years of
engineering experience required to be registered as a professional en-
gineer. The structural experience should:

(a) Demonstrate the applicant's ability to design building struc-
tures or nonbuilding structures integrated within "significant struc-
tures" as defined in RCW 18.43.020 ( (HbH—and—tecated—in Internationat
Buitding Code (IBC)—Seismie Design Category bor—abeve)) (12);

(b) Be progressive in difficulty and magnitude;

(c) Demonstrate breadth and depth of seismic design ((subjeet
matter)) and detailing experience for projects in seismic regions sim-
ilar to those located in Washington state;

(d) Incorporate two of the four common construction materials
(steel, concrete, wood, and masonry) ;

(e) Reflect ability to design and apply structural engineering
principles that show sound judgment on projects involving public
health, safety, and welfare;

(f) Be supervised by a licensed professional engineer in the
branch of structural engineering or a licensed professional engineer
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with substantial structural engineering work experience for projects
in seismic regions similar to those located in Washington state; and
(3) Pass a board approved structural exam.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.43.035. WSR 18-10-085, § 196-12-047,
filed 5/1/18, effective 6/1/18.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 08-11-100, filed 5/20/08, effective
7/1/08)

WAC 196-12-055 Permit for temporary practice. Any nonresident
engineer who intends to practice engineering in the state of Washing-
ton on a temporary basis must provide the board with the following be-
fore starting any work:

(1) A completed application with applicable fees.

(2) Dates work i1s to be started.

(3) Name and address of client.

(4) Description and location (address) of project.

(5) Name and contact information for local permitting authority.

Plans, specifications, and reports prepared by the nonresident
engineer must be signed, dated, and stamped with their professional
seal. A copy of the permit issued by this board shall be attached to
the engineering documents submitted for approval or building permit.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.43.035. WSR 08-11-100, § 196-12-055,
filed 5/20/08, effective 7/1/08. Statutory Authority: Chapters 18.43
and 18.235 RCW. WSR 04-04-001, § 196-12-055, filed 1/21/04, effective
2/21/04.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 08-11-100, filed 5/20/08, effective
7/1/08)

WAC 196-12-065 Retired status. A professional engineer having
reached the age of ((sixty—fiwe)) 65 and having discontinued active
practice as a professional engineer may be eligible for retired sta-
tus. "Active practice" is defined as exercising direct supervision and
control over any professional engineering activity as defined in RCW
18.43.020(5) .

(1) Request for retired status. Upon approval, a request for re-
tired status will be granted effective the next scheduled renewal
date.

(2) A licensee on retired status may:
(a) Retain the board issued wall certificate of registration;

(b) Use the title "retired professional engineer!" or "PE-retired"
or "SE-retired" as appropriate;

(c) Work as an engineer in a volunteer capacity, provided that
the retired licensee does not create an engineering document or use
their seal;

(d) Provide experience verifications and references for persons
seeking registration;

(e) Serve as an instructor for engineering related courses;

2
a
b
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(f) Provide services as a technical expert before a court, or in
preparation for pending litigation, on matters directly related to en-
gineering work performed by the licensee;

(g) Serve in a function that supports the principles of registra-
tion and/or promotes the profession of engineering, such as members of
commissions, boards or committees;

(h) Serve in an engineering capacity as a "good samaritan.”" The
state laws governing such activity are RCW 38.52.195 and 38.52.1951
and chapter 18.43 RCW.

(3) A licensee on retired status must not:

(a) Perform any engineering activity, as provided for in RCW
18.43.020(5), unless the activity is under the direct supervision of a
licensed professional engineer with an active registration in Washing-
ton;

(b) Act as the designated engineer for a corporation or limited
liability company;

(c) Apply their professional engineers seal to any plan, specifi-
cation, ((p+=k)) or report.

(4) Certificate of registration reinstatement. A retired licensee
may resume active engineering practice with payment of the current re-
newal fee.

(5) Exemptions. A licensee is not eligible for retired status if
their license to practice is under board ordered sanction. This exemp-
tion exists until the sanctions have been lifted or satisfied by the
board.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.43.035. WSR 08-11-100, § 196-12-065,
filed 5/20/08, effective 7/1/08. Statutory Authority: Chapters 18.43
and 18.235 RCW. WSR 04-04-001, § 196-12-065, filed 1/21/04, effective
2/21/04.]

REPEALER

The following sections of the Washington Administrative Code are
repealed:

WAC 196-12-011 Application requirements.
WAC 196-12-012 Reexamination requirements.
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