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WSR 22-18-013
PROPOSED RULES

HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY
[Filed August 26, 2022, 8:32 a.m.]

Original Notice.

Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 22-14-100.

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: WAC 182-504-0015
Washington apple health—Certification periods for categorically needy
programs and 182-507-0130 Refugee medical assistance.

Hearing Location(s): On October 11, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. In re-
sponse to the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) public health emer-
gency, the health care authority (HCA) continues to hold public hear-
ings virtually without a physical meeting place. This promotes social
distancing and the safety of the residents of Washington state. To at-
tend the virtual public hearing, you must register in advance https://
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN 1XgE8IwbRdWlKM7ehMaSug. If the
link opens with an error message, please try using a different brows-
er. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email contain-
ing information about joining the public hearing.

Date of Intended Adoption: Not sooner than October 12, 2022.
Submit Written Comments to: HCA Rules Coordinator, P.O. Box
42716, Olympia, WA 98504-2716, email arc@hca.wa.gov, fax 360-586-9727,

by October 11, 2022, by 11:59 p.m.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact Johanna Larson,
phone 360-725-1349, fax 360-586-9727, telecommunication[s] relay serv-
ice 711, email Johanna.Larson@hca.wa.gov, by September 30, 2022.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including
Any Changes in Existing Rules: The agency 1is amending WAC 182-504-0015
and 182-507-0130 to expand the eligibility period for refugee medical
assistance from eight months to 12 months for persons whose date of
eligibility is on or after October 1, 2021. The agency has determined
that this rule amendment is necessary to align with the eligibility
period set by the director of the federal Office of Refugee Resettle-
ment

Reasons Supporting Proposal: See purpose.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 41.05.021, 41.05.160.

Statute Being Implemented: RCW 41.05.021, 41.05.160.

Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court
decision.

Name of Proponent: HCA, governmental.

Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Brian Jensen,
P.0O. Box 42716, Olympia, WA 98504-2716, 360-725-0815; Implementation
and Enforcement: Dody McAlpine, P.O. Box 42722, Olympia, WA
98504-2722, 360-725-9964.

A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under
RCW 28A.305.135.

A cost-benefit analysis is not required under RCW 34.05.328. RCW
34.05.328 does not apply to HCA rules unless requested by the joint
administrative rules review committee or applied voluntarily.

The proposed rule does not impose more-than-minor costs on busi-
nesses. Following is a summary of the agency's analysis showing how
costs were calculated. The proposed rules pertain to client program
eligibility and do not impose costs on businesses.

August 26, 2022
Wendy Barcus
Rules Coordinator
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OTS-3932.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-12-033, filed 5/24/22, effective
6/24/22)

WAC 182-504-0015 Washington apple health—Certification periods
for categorically needy programs. (1) A certification period is the
period of time we determine that you are eligible for a categorically
needy (CN) Washington apple health program. Unless otherwise stated in
this section, the certification period begins on the first day of the
month of application and continues through the end of the last month
of the certification period.

(2) For a newborn eligible for apple health, the certification
period begins on the child's date of birth and continues through the
end of the month of the child's first birthday.

(3) If you are eligible for apple health based on pregnancy, the
certification period continues through the last day of the month the
pregnancy ends. After-pregnancy coverage begins the first day of the
month, following the end of the pregnancy, and ends the last day of
the 12th month from the time after-pregnancy coverage began.

(4) If you are newly eligible for apple health coverage and had a
pregnancy end within the last 12 months, your certification period for
after-pregnancy coverage:

(a) Begins the first day of the month you are eligible; and

(b) Ends the last day of the 12th month following the end of your
pregnancy.

(5) If you are eligible for the refugee program, the certifica-
tion period ends at the end of the ((eighth)) 12th month following
your date of entry to the United States.

(6) For all other CN coverage, the certification period is 12
months.

(7) If you are a child, eligibility is continuous throughout the
certification period regardless of a change in circumstances, unless a
required premium (described in WAC 182-505-0225) is not paid for three
consecutive months, or you:

(a) Turn age 19;

(b) Move out-of-state; or

(c) Die.

(8) When you turn 19, the certification period ends after the re-
determination process described in WAC 182-504-0125 is completed, even
if the 12-month period is not over, unless:

(a) You are receiving inpatient services (described in WAC
182-514-0230) on the last day of the month you turn 19;

(b) The inpatient stay continues into the following month or
months; and

(c) You remain eligible except for turning age 19.

(9) A retroactive certification period is described in WAC
182-504-0005.

(10) Coverage under premium-based programs included in apple
health for kids as described in chapter 182-505 WAC begins no sooner
than the month after creditable coverage ends.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 41.05.021 and 41.05.160. WSR 22-12-033, §

182-504-0015, filed 5/24/22, effective 6/24/22; WSR 17-12-017, §
182-504-0015, filed 5/30/17, effective 6/30/17. Statutory Authority:
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RCW 41.05.021, 41.05.160, Public Law 111-148, 42 C.F.R. § 431, 435,
and 457, and 45 C.F.R. § 155. WSR 14-16-052, § 182-504-0015, filed
7/29/14, effective 8/29/14. WSR 11-24-018, recodified as §
182-504-0015, filed 11/29/11, effective 12/1/11. Statutory Authority:
RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.057, and 74.08.090, and Apple Health for Kids Act
(ESHB 2128); 42 U.S.C. 1305; Public Law 111-3 (Children's Health In-
surance Program Reauthorization Act of 2009). WSR 11-03-001, §
388-416-0015, filed 1/5/11, effective 2/5/11. Statutory Authority: RCW
74.04.050, 74.04.057, 74.08.090, 74.09.402, 74.09.470, and 2008 ses-
sion law. WSR 09-07-086, § 388-416-0015, filed 3/17/09, effective
4/17/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.057, 74.08.090,
74.09.530, 74.09.700, and 2007 c 5. WSR 08-05-018, § 388-416-0015,
filed 2/12/08, effective 3/14/08. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050,
74.08.090, 74.09.530, and 74.09.700. WSR 06-24-036, § 388-416-0015,
filed 11/30/06, effective 1/1/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.08.090,
74.09.530, and 74.09.415. WSR 05-19-031, § 388-416-0015, filed
9/12/05, effective 10/13/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050,
74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510, and 2004 c 54. WSR 04-21-064, §
388-416-0015, filed 10/18/04, effective 11/18/04. Statutory Authority:
RCW 74.08.090, 74.09.530, and 2003 c¢ 10. WSR 04-03-019, §
388-416-0015, filed 1/12/04, effective 2/12/04. Statutory Authority:
RCwW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.08.090 and 74.09.450. WSR
00-08-002, § 388-416-0015, filed 3/22/00, effective 5/1/00. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057 and 74.08.090. WSR
98-16-044, § 388-416-0015, filed 7/31/98, effective 9/1/98. Formerly
388-509-0970, 388-521-2105, 388-522-2210 and 388-522-2230.]

0TS-3927.3

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-21-008, filed 10/8/20, effective
11/8/20)

WAC 182-507-0130 Refugee medical assistance (RMA). (1) You are
eligible for refugee medical assistance (RMA) if all the following
conditions are met. You:

(a) Meet immigration status requirements of WAC 182-507-0135;

(b) Have countable resources below ( (ere—thouvsanddeltars))
81,000 on the date of application;

(c) Have countable income equal to or below ( (Ewe—huncred)) 200
percent of the federal poverty level (FPL) on the date of application.
The following income is not considered when determining eligibility
for RMA:

(1) Resettlement cash payments made by the voluntary agency
(VOLAG) ;

(ii) Income of a sponsor is not counted unless the sponsor is al-
so part of your assistance unit; and

(iii) Income received after the date of application.

(d) Provide the name of the VOLAG which helped bring you to the
United States so that the department of social and health services
(DSHS) can promptly notify the VOLAG (or sponsor) about the medical
application.

(2) If you receive refugee cash assistance (RCA) you are eligible
for RMA as long as you are not otherwise eligible for medicaid or a
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children's health care program as described in WAC 182-505-0210. You
do not have to apply for or receive RCA in order to qualify for RMA.

(3) You are not eligible to receive RMA if you are:

(a) Already eligible for medicaid or a children's health care
program as described in WAC 182-505-0210;

(b) A full-time student in an institution of higher education un-
less the educational activity is part of a DSHS-approved individual
responsibility plan (IRP); or

(c) A nonrefugee spouse of a refugee.

(4) If approved for RMA, the agency or its designee issues an ap-
proval letter in both English and your primary language. The agency or
its designee also sends a notice every time there are any changes or
actions taken which affect your eligibility for RMA.

(5) You may be eligible for RMA coverage of medical expenses in-
curred during the three months prior to the first day of the month of
the application. Eligibility determination will be made according to
medicaid rules.

(6) If you are a victim of human trafficking you must provide the
following documentation and meet the eligibility requirements in sub-
sections (1) and (2) of this section to be eligible for RMA:

(a) Adults, ((etxghteen)) 18 years of age or older, must provide
the original certification letter from the United States Department of
Health and Human Services (DHHS). No other documentation is needed.
The ((etght—month)) eligibility period will be determined based on the
entry date on your certification letter;

(b) A child victim under the age of ((eighteer)) 18 does not need
to be certified. DHHS issues a special letter for children. Children
also have to meet income eligibility requirements;

(c) A family member of a certified victim of human trafficking
must have a T-2, T-3, T-4, or T-5 visa (derivative T-Visas), and the
family member must meet eligibility requirements in subsections (1)
and (2) of this section.

(7) The entry date for an asylee is the date that asylum status
is granted. For example, you entered the United States on December 1,
1999, as a tourist, then applied for asylum on April 1, 2000, inter-
viewed with the asylum office on July 1, 2000, and were granted asylum
on September 1, 2000. The date of entry is September 1, 2000, and that
is the date used to establish eligibility for RMA.

(8) (a) RMA ends on either:

(i) The last day of the eighth month from the month ((yew)) Lthe
person entered the United States if they entered the United States on
or before September 30, 2021. For example, if ((yew)) Lthey entered the
United States on ((May—28—26+%)) September 30, 2021, ((sew)) they are
eligible through ( (the—end—oefPbeecember—263++-)) April 30, 2022; or

(ii) The last day of the 12th month from the month the person en-
tered the United States if they entered the United States on or after
October 1, 2021. For example, if they entered the United States on Oc-
tober 25, 2021, they are eligible through September 30, 2022.

(b) You may receive RMA benefits for more months if you are in a
category of persons for whom the federal Office of Refugee Resettle-
ment has extended the eligibility period.

(9) If you are approved for RMA you are continuously eligible
through the end of the ((etghthmonth after your—entry—to—the United
States)) initial RMA certification period, regardless of an increase
in income.

(10) The agency, or its designee, determines eligibility for med-
icaid and other medical programs for your spouse when the spouse ar-
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rives in the United States. If the spouse is not eligible for medicaid
due to your countable income, the spouse is still eligible for RMA

( (For—etghtmonths—Ffelleowingthe sSpouse's—entry into—the HBnited
States)) under subsection (8) of this section.

(11) If you disagree with a decision or action taken on the case
by the agency, or its designee, you have the right to request a review
of the case action(s) or request an administrative hearing (see chap-
ter 182-526 WAC). The request must be received by the agency, or its
designee, within ((sdmety)) 90 days of the date of the decision or ac-
tion.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 41.05.021 and 41.05.160. WSR 20-21-008, §
182-507-0130, filed 10/8/20, effective 11/8/20. Statutory Authority:
RCW 41.05.021 and 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 15. WSR 12-19-001, § 182-507-0130,
filed 9/5/12, effective 10/6/12. WSR 12-02-034, recodified as §
182-507-0130, filed 12/29/11, effective 1/1/12. Statutory Authority:
RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.08.090, 74.08A.320, Pub. L.
No. 110-181, National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008,
Pub. L. No. 111-08, the Omnibus Appropriations Act of 2009, Division
F, Title VI, Section 602; Office of Refugee Resettlement State Letter
09-17 from April 9, 2009; and federal guidance issued on May 15, 2009,
by the Food and Nutrition Service, United States Department of Agri-
culture. WSR 09-21-046, § 388-466-0130, filed 10/14/09, effective
11/4/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057,
74.08A.320, 74.08.090, and Public Law 110-161 Section 525; Public Law
110-181 Section 1244; FNS Admin Notice 08-17; State Letter 04-12 from
the Office of Refugee Resettlement. WSR 08-14-116, § 388-466-0130,
filed 6/30/08, effective 8/1/08. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050,
74.04.055, 74.04.057. WSR 04-05-010, § 388-466-0130, filed 2/6/04, ef-
fective 3/8/04. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.08.090, 74.08A.320. WSR
00-21-065, § 388-466-0130, filed 10/16/00, effective 11/1/00.]
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