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WSR 23-01-084
PROPOSED RULES
BOARD OF REGISTRATION
FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

AND LAND SURVEYORS
[Filed December 16, 2022, 8:23 a.m.]

Original Notice.

Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 22-06-082.

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Chapter 196-32
WAC, On-site wastewater treatment system designer licenses/inspector
certificates of competency.

Hearing Location(s): On January 25, 2023, at 1:00 p.m., at Board
of Registration for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors (board)
Office, 605 11th Avenue S.E., Suite 201, Olympia, WA 98501; or WebEx
meeting https://brpels.my.webex.com/brpels.my/J.php?
MTID=m6f7b1493de84ab7db2d7b567ebae851d. The public may participate in
the hearing by providing written comment, coming to the board's office
or they may participate in the hearing virtually by accessing the
hearing link on the board's rule-making web page https://
brpels.wa.gov/about-us-laws-and-rules/rulemaking-activity or calling
1-650-479-3208.

Date of Intended Adoption: February 23, 2023.

Submit Written Comments to: Shanan Gillespie, P.O. Box 9025,
Olympia, WA 98507-9025, email Shanan.Gillespie@brpels.wa.gov, by Janu-
ary 25, 2023.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact Shanan Gilles-
pie, phone 360-664-1570, TTY 711 or 1-800-833-5388, email
Shanan.Gillespie@brpels.wa.gov, by January 20, 2023.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including
Any Changes in Existing Rules: Rule changes will impact all applicants
applying for licensure as an on-site wastewater treatment systems de-
signer, and all applicants applying for certification as an inspector
certificate of competency holder. There will be no additional costs to
implement and comply with the changes. New language and amendments to
existing language will clarify the processes and better define re-
quirements for examination for both on-site designers and inspector
certificate of competency holders.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: Chapter 196-32 WAC has not been sig-
nificantly updated since 2000. The amendments and new sections better
define the requirements for designers and inspector certificate of
competency holders and allow more flexibility to the board to consider
different types of education and experience when reviewing applica-
tions.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 18.210.050 and 18.210.060.

Statute Being Implemented: Chapter 18.210 RCW.

Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court
decision.

Name of Proponent: Board of registration for professional engi-
neers and land surveyors, governmental.

Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Shanan Gilles-
pie, 605 1lth Avenue S.E., Suite 201, Olympia, WA 98501, 360-664-1570;
Implementation and Enforcement: Ken Fuller, 605 11th Avenue S.E.,
Suite 201, Olympia, WA 98501, 360-968-4805.

A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under
RCW 28A.305.135.
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A cost-benefit analysis is not required under RCW 34.05.328. The
board is not one of the agencies to which RCW 34.05.328 applies pur-
suant to RCW 34.05.328 (5) (a).

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt from
requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act because the proposal:

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(3) as the rules are adopting or in-
corporating by reference without material change federal
statutes or regulations, Washington state statutes, rules of
other Washington state agencies, shoreline master programs
other than those programs governing shorelines of statewide
significance, or, as referenced by Washington state law, na-
tional consensus codes that generally establish industry
standards, if the material adopted or incorporated regulates
the same subject matter and conduct as the adopting or in-
corporating rule; and rules adopt, amend, or repeal a proce-
dure, practice, or requirement relating to agency hearings;
or a filing or related process requirement for applying to
an agency for a license or permit.

Explanation of exemptions: The following rules are exempt per RCW
34.05.310 (4) (c) because the language incorporates by reference with-
out material change Washington state statutes: WAC 196-32-005 and
196-32-007.

The following rules are exempt per RCW 34.05.310 (4) (g) (ii) proc-
ess requirements for applying to an agency for a license or permit:
WAC 196-32-011, 196-32-020, 196-32-030, 196-32-035, 196-32-040, and
196-32-050.

Scope of exemption for rule proposal:

Is fully exempt.

December 16, 2022
Ken Fuller
Director

OTsS-3601.5

NEW SECTION

WAC 196-32-005 Declaration and purpose. This chapter contains
rules and procedures for applications, experience, education, and eli-
gibility to become licensed as an on-site wastewater treatment system
designer or to obtain a certificate of competency.

[]

NEW SECTION

WAC 196-32-007 Definitions. On-site wastewater treatment system
designer. "Designer" or "licensee" means an individual authorized un-
der chapter 18.210 RCW to perform design services for on-site wastewa-
ter systems.
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On-site wastewater treatment system inspector/certificate of com-
petency holder. "Certificate of competency holder" or "inspector"
means a person who has been issued a certificate and has been author-
ized by the board to practice as an on-site wastewater treatment in-
spector.

[]

NEW SECTION

WAC 196-32-011 Requirements for designer license. To become 1i-
censed as an on-site wastewater treatment system designer in Washing-
ton, you must meet the requirements described below:

(1) Have a high school diploma or GED equivalent.

(2) Have four years of progressive experience in the design of
on-site wastewater treatment systems judged suitable by the board. The
four years of experience could be a combination of education and work
experience related to on-site wastewater system design.

(3) Fully complete the application form to the satisfaction of
the board.

(4) Pay all applicable fees.

(5) Receive a passing score on the Washington law review.

(6) Receilve a passing score on the Washington state on-site de-
signer examination.

Upon passing the on-site designer examination, the applicant will
be licensed as an on-site wastewater treatment system designer.

[]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 00-20-017, filed 9/25/00, effective
10/26/00)

WAC 196-32-020 ((Qualifiecationsfor designerappliecants—)) Ac-
ceptable experience and ((eduecation—reecords)) supporting documents.
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wastewater treatment systems of a character satisfactory to the
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should include site and soil assessment, hvdraulics, topographic de-

lineations, use of specialized treatment processes and devices, micro-
biology, and construction practices. The following criteria will be
used in evaluating an applicant's experience record:

Neoocoarnt 1 Aaz ot 2~ AT A~ PIC T N R =N baaad PN N R NP PN IR
T t/k.,(.A.J\J_L A\ aw i &% N P N t/ [ S - T U S S Ly TS oL 1T CTTTo J__Lt/k.,k.)o
(1) T A~ 0 A PV I 11+ ENEE N O I T Lo £ +g Tz o masz
L7 1T T &% N S N t/ [ S - T I \At/ R (=5 TITTE LTTTCTTT g T W _Y (.A-J—k), lll(.A._Y Ly
1 .
0
(Y (o Aaaa 0 A Lo o s~ S A PO N NPT N PR ENE NS
\ Wi A\ I Ei &P I\ WP B W i & R WS S N i T OUTIT (=5 T & N Ey @ N W g T 7 o o [N Sy & Ny wy oL vJ_ t/J_UvJ_(.Alll
PSSP oot S e N PPN 1T+ arnT A s~ An A A AT AT A~ o + N3 +
Wil I T OITCTO TS A\ A g S \ A" =) [ S CTT =] - T =] Sy aw T J.lJ.J.U_LUv_L =] g 1T o T C
Maatrargat Ay oAb At axzodb Ao S Atz A 2 DA 1Q 27N 10N
LA e WL T - 1= L CTIT ITC L.)_YL.)L., lllu, o t/J_UV_L\A. oL [ S Y LA T 0 e U« LU U e

Certified on 12/29/2022 [ 3 ] WSR 23-01-084



Washington State Register WSR 23-01-084

I ~ - o o
D g BES £ . 3 g 3 S
Arr v+ o - PSR IR NN BN B o I N N g 2 W] e £ ~~1 57 ] A+ + oo ne
AU T T IO I T A . L_J.(_A.J.LlJ.Ll\j b/J.U\jJ.(_AJ.ll\_) u_)b/ \_/J.J.J.\_/(_AJ.J._Y - N Ny & Ny w A8 |l CITT [y T
ENE olh 1 oo o £ n o+ RIS SN SN EVSIE IR N NENE —R N aszot e otz 7] =~ xz ]
[y yswy T \_/J.J.LlUJ.U\jJ. =) A 1T [ way w WS T Wl T - 1 L CTIT TTC Q_YQL_ pyyye) LA/ S Py AV & gy
PRI = n —~ o o sz ~ o NN
T T A8 1T (=8 \ @ ye) LI_Y \ @ ye) TS 10O o
“+23)) 1) Acceptable work experience shall be ((fewvr—years—ef))
broad based((+)) and progressive ( (field—end—-office—experienece)) in
the design of on-site wastewater treatment systems. ((Fhe—appticabilti-

£y—ef—the)) Work experience ((shatt)) will be considered by the board
based upon the verifications provided by the applicant, the level of
independent judgments and decisions, and the demonstration of the
ability to work within the regulatory structure. This experience must
include, but shall not be limited to the following:

(a) Applying state and local health regulations;

(b) Exercising sound judgment when making independent decisions
regarding the sciences and technologies of on-site wastewater treat-
ment systems;

(c) Field identification and evaluation of soil types and site
conditions;

(d) Conducting research; and((3))

(e) Interacting with clients and the public in conformance with
chapter 18.210 RCW
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(2) Of the four vears of work experience required, education rel-
evant to on-site wastewater treatment may be considered satisfactory
experience up to a maximum of two vears; the board will determine if
the education credentials are satisfactory to award years of experi-
ence based on the following:

(a) Graduation from a baccalaureate or associate degree program
which contains course work in the sciences and technologies of engi-
neering and/or on-site wastewater treatment systems, as provided in
RCW 18.210.100 may be awarded up to a maximum of two years of experi-
ence. Course work relevant to on-site wastewater systems includes soil
science, geology, biology, mapping, site development and construction
management.

(b) Completed college level course work without a degree will be
evaluated by the board in deciding the equivalent years of experience.

(c) Documented seminars, industry training programs, and other
educational or training programs specifically related to the science
and technologies of on-site wastewater treatment systems will be eval-
uated by the board in deciding the equivalent yvears of experience.

Official transcripts and/or other official educational documents
must be sent to the board's office for review and approval to count
towards experience.

(3) On-site wastewater related teaching ((ef—a——<character—satis
etory—to—theboard)) may be ((reecogrized—as)) considered satisfacto-
experience up to a maximum of one year at the discretion of the
ard.

(4) ((Amy)) Working for a local health jurisdiction as a certifi-
cate of competency holder may count towards a portion of the required
experience, at the discretion of the board.

(5) All work experience gained ( (im—a—sttoatieon—which—~ielates
the—provistons—ef)) must be performed under the direct supervision of
a licensed designer or professional engineer as per chapter 18.210 RCW

S
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.210.050, 18.210.060. WSR 00-20-017, §
196-32-020, filed 9/25/00, effective 10/26/00.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 00-20-017, filed 9/25/00, effective
10/26/00)

WAC 196-32-030 ((Qualifieations)) Requirements for inspector
certificate of competency. ( (H—TFo—-—eguetifv—Ffeoresxamination—thedaw
reeguires)) To receive an inspector certificate of competency you must
meet the regquirements below:

(1) Be an employee of a local health jurisdiction that reviews,
inspects, or approves the design and construction of on-site wastewa-
ter treatment systems.

(2) Have one vear of practical work experience under the supervi-
sion of a certificate of competency holder or one vear of previous
work under a licensed on-site designer or professional engineer, un-
less otherwise approved by the board.

The board will consider the following in evaluating the practical
work experience: Verification(s) provided by the applicant, the demon-
stration of the ability to work within the regulatory structure and
familiarity with the aspects of on-site wastewater system design, con-
struction, and maintenance.

The work experience must demonstrate understanding of chapter
246-272A WAC and associated department of health recommended standards
and guidance (RS&G) documents. In addition, the work experience should
include:

(a) Review of site characteristics such as soil types and loca-
tion of water tables.

(b) Review of well siting, testing, and construction.

c) Review of plats and land subdivisions.

d) Review of septic system designs.

e) Review of system installation and construction.

f) Review of system troubleshooting and operations and mainte-

nance.

The applicant must demonstrate their knowledge and experience in
more than one area listed under (a) through (f) of this subsection.

(3) Fully complete the application form to the satisfaction of
the board.

(4) Provide a written request from the local health ((direeteor—or
designree)) Jurisdiction. Requests shall be submitted on a form pre-
scribed by the board.

(5) Pay all applicable fees.

(6) Obtain a passing score on the Washington law review.

(7) Obtain a passing score on the on-site designer examination.

Upon passing the on-site designer examination, the applicant will
be issued a certificate of competency. Issuance of the certificate of
competency does not authorize the certificate of competency holder to
offer or provide on-site wastewater treatment system design services
to the public. However, nothing in this chapter limits or affects the
ability of local health jurisdictions to perform on-site design serv-
ices under their authority in chapter 70.05 RCW, RCW 18.210.190 (3) (d)
and WAC 246-272A-0230.
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.210.050, 18.210.060. WSR 00-20-017, §
196-32-030, filed 9/25/00, effective 10/26/00.]

NEW SECTION

WAC 196-32-035 Application process. The board has one applica-
tion form for licensure as an on-site wastewater treatment system de-
signer and another application for inspector certificate of competen-
cy. All applications must be completed on forms provided on the
board's website, and include required documentation to be approved by
the board for examination. Completed applications must be received at
the board's address with the applicable fee by the date posted on the
board's website to be considered for approval to take the exam. Incom-
plete applications, and/or applications received after the deadline
may be considered for a later examination. Applications submitted
without the proper fee shall be considered incomplete.

(1) On-site wastewater treatment system designer application: Ap-
plicants must complete all sections of the form and must meet all lis-
ted requirements for licensure.

(a) Applicants must provide information on the application form
that demonstrates they meet all requirements for licensure. This in-
cludes work experience and education requirements, as detailed in WAC
196-32-011 and 196-32-020; and RCwW 18.210.100, 18.210.110, and
18.210.120.

(b) All applicants must provide the following documents to verify
these requirements:

(1) For education to be considered, you must submit official
transcripts or other official educational documents.

(ii) Applicants must provide two or more verifications of work
experience. Experience must be verified on the form titled "On-Site
Wastewater Treatment Systems Designer Experience Verification" which
includes not only work experience information and details but also
verifications of work experience by supervisors or other verifiers. At
least one of the verifiers should be a licensed on-site designer or
professional engineer who provided direct supervision of the applicant
performing design services.

(c) A certificate of competency holder who wants to become 1i-
censed as an on-site wastewater treatment system designer must com-
plete the on-site wastewater treatment system designer application,
including verification(s) of design experience.

(2) Inspector certificate of competency application: Applicants
must complete all sections of the form and must meet all requirements
to obtain an inspector certificate of competency.

(a) Applicants must provide verification of one year of practical
work experience under the supervision of a certificate of competency
holder, licensed on-site designer or professional engineer; or other-
wise demonstrate knowledge of (a) through (f) of this subsection to be
considered by the board for approval of application.

(b) Applicants must have the local health department director or
director designee complete and sign the "DOH request for examination"
form per WAC 196-32-030 and submit it with the application.

[]
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 00-20-017, filed 9/25/00, effective
10/26/00)

WAC 196-32-040 Examinations. (1) To become licensed as an on-
site wastewater treatment system designer or to become an inspector
certificate of competency holder the ((eanmdidate)) applicant must pass
the on-site designer licensing examination as established by the

board. ( (Fhe—examinations—are—givenrat—times—and placesdesigrnatedPby

the—Pboards)) The schedule of ((fwkure)) examinations and an examina-
tion ((syitabws)) blueprint may be ((ebtained—froem)) found on the
board's ((effiee)) website.

(2) An applicant who has taken ((am)) the examination and failed
or who qualified for ((aw)) the examination but did not take it shall
( (reguest—*s tuk or——retake +h scamiratEteor—at—teast thr morEhRs—pr
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+e)) submit the exam reschedule ( (fer—an-examination)) application and
applicable fee by the date posted on the board's website

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.210.050, 18.210.060. WSR 00-20-017, §
196-32-040, filed 9/25/00, effective 10/26/00.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 00-20-017, filed 9/25/00, effective
10/26/00)

WAC 196-32-050 ((Cemity—Liecensing)) Registration of applicants
licensed in other jurisdictions without examination. The board has

the discretion to issue a license to an out-of-state licensee without
examination who meets the following reguirements:

(1) ((Appticaonts—for ticensureas—an)) Completes the on-site
wastewater treatment system designer ( (by—ecomity must—meet—the—Ffolleow
ing—eriterias

tor—Fhe—appticant's guatifications meet—+the)) registration appli-

cation including supporting documentation as listed in WAC 196-32-035
and pays the appropriate fee.

(2) Receilves a passing score on the Washington law review.

(3) Meets minimum requirements of ((ehapter)) RCW 18.210.100,
18.210.110, and 18 210. 180 ((ReW)) and this chapter ((+
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(4) Holds a currently valid license in a board recognized licens-

ing agency in a state, territory, possession, or foreign country
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.210.050, 18.210.060. WSR 00-20-017, §
196-32-050, filed 9/25/00, effective 10/26/00.]
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REPEALER

The following section of the Washington Administrative Code 1is
repealed:

WAC 196-32-010 Applications.
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