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WSR 23-03-011
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

(Nursing Care Quality Assurance Commission)
[Filed January 6, 2023, 10:28 a.m., effective January 6, 2023, 10:28 a.m.]

Effective Date of Rule: Immediately upon filing.

Purpose: WAC 246-840-365 and 246-840-367. The nursing care quali-
ty assurance commission (commission) is amending specific license re-
quirements for advanced registered nurse practitioners (ARNPs). These
amendments are necessary in response to the Coronavirus Disease 2019
(COVID-19) pandemic and the critical demand for health care professio-
nals. Because a federal public health emergency is set to be in effect
until at least January 2023, this extension will continue to reduce
the burden on practitioners through the end of the federal public
health emergency.

The rules in chapter 246-840 WAC provide regulatory requirements
for registered nurses, licensed practical nurses, advanced registered
nurse practitioners, and nurse technicians. These emergency rules re-
move barriers for license renewal for ARNPs returning to active prac-
tice, while permanent rule making is underway. This is the tenth emer-
gency rule originally filed under WSR 20-10-014 in 2020 and continuing
under WSR 20-14-065, 20-22-024, 21-04-005, 21-12-012, 21-19-092,
22-03-056, 22-11-047, and on September 9, 2022, as WSR 22-19-008. This
filing does not differ from the previous filing. The commission antic-
ipates this will be the last refiling of these emergency rules, as
permanent rules codifying the emergency amendments will be adopted.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC
246-840-365 and 246-840-367.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 18.79.010, 18.79.050, and
18.79.110.

Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that immedi-
ate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the
preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, and
that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to com-
ment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public
interest.

Reasons for this Finding: Essential functions including increas-
ing and maintaining the availability of health care professionals must
continue while taking necessary measures to help treat and prevent the
spread of COVID-19 as permanent rule making is ongoing. The amendments
remove specific barriers that nurses face to providing care in re-
sponse to COVID-19. Waiving the restriction that ARNPs with an inac-
tive or expired license must complete clinical practice hours while
permanent rule making is underway removes barriers to reentering the
health care workforce. More health care professionals will be availa-
ble to continue responding to current demands because of these
changes. Observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to
comment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to pro-
tecting immediate public interests.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed O.

Certified on 1/26/2023 [ 1 ] WSR 23-03-011



Washington State Register WSR 23-03-011

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New O,
Amended 2, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 2, Repealed O.

Date [Adopted]: January 6, 2023.

Paula R. Meyer, RN, MSN, FRE
Executive Director

OTS-3406.4

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-08-031, filed 3/27/19, effective
4/27/19)

WAC 246-840-365 Inactive and reactivating an ARNP license. To
apply for an inactive ARNP license, an ARNP shall comply with WAC
246-12-090 or 246-12-540, if military related.

(1) An ARNP may apply for an inactive license if he or she holds
an active Washington state ARNP license without sanctions or restric-
tions.

(2) To return to active status the ARNP:
(a) Shall meet the requirements identified in chapter 246-12 WAC,
Part 4;

(b) Must hold an active RN license under chapter 18.79 RCW with-
out sanctions or restrictions;

(c) Shall submit the fee as identified under WAC 246-840-990; and

(d) Shall submit evidence of current certification by the commis-
sion approved certifying body identified in WAC 246-840-302 (1
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((#5)F)) (3) To regain prescriptive authority after inactive sta-
tus, the applicant must meet the prescriptive authority requirements
identified in WAC 246-840-410.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.79.110. WSR 19-08-031, § 246-840-365,
filed 3/27/19, effective 4/27/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.79.050,
18.79.110, and 18.79.160. WSR 16-08-042, § 246-840-365, filed 3/30/16,
effective 4/30/16. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.79.010, [18.79.1050,
[18.79.]110, and [18.79.]210. WSR 09-01-060, § 246-840-365, filed
12/11/08, effective 1/11/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.280. WSR
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98-05-060, § 246-840-365, filed 2/13/98, effective 3/16/98. Statutory
Authority: Chapter 18.79 RCW. WSR 97-13-100, § 246-840-365, filed
6/18/97, effective 7/19/97.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-08-031, filed 3/27/19, effective
4/27/19)

WAC 246-840-367 Expired license. When an ARNP license is not
renewed, it is placed in expired status and the nurse must not prac-
tice as an ARNP.

(1) To return to active status when the license has been expired
for less than two years, the nurse shall:

(a) Meet the requirements of chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 2;

(b) Meet ARNP renewal requirements identified in WAC 246-840-360;
and

(c) Meet the prescriptive authority requirements identified in
WAC 246-840-450, if renewing prescriptive authority.

(2) ((Appliean . e e ; 72 FAaten
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+4))) If the ARNP license has expired for two years or more, the
applicant shall:

(a) Meet the requirements of chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 2;

(b) Submit evidence of current certification by the commission
approved certifying body identified in WAC 246-840-302(3);

b g et 1 - . . i
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) ) Submit evidence of ((twe—hundred—Fifty)) 250 hours of ad-
vanced clinical practice completed within the prior two years; and

((#e¥)) (d) Submit evidence of an additional ((&kizxtsy)) 30 con-
tact hours in pharmacology if requesting prescriptive authority, which
may be granted once the ARNP license is returned to active status.

((#5)F)) (3) If the applicant does not meet the required advanced
clinical practice hours, the applicant shall obtain an ARNP interim
permit consistent with the requirements for supervised advanced clini-
cal practice as defined in WAC 246-840-340 (4) and (5).

+ 1
W

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.79.110. WSR 19-08-031, § 246-840-367,
filed 3/27/19, effective 4/27/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.79.050,
18.79.110, and 18.79.160. WSR 16-08-042, § 246-840-367, filed 3/30/16,
effective 4/30/16. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.79.010, [18.79.1050,
[18.79.]110, and [18.79.]210. WSR 09-01-060, § 246-840-367, filed
12/11/08, effective 1/11/09.]
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