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WSR 23-04-086
PERMANENT RULES

BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY
[Filed January 31, 2023, 10:05 a.m., effective April 1, 2023]

Effective Date of Rule: April 1, 2023.

Purpose: Rule making is needed to change the number of college
credits required to sit for the Uniform CPA Examination to 120 semes-
ter credits (180 quarter credits) and to rename the rule.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 4-30-060.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 18.04.055.

Adopted under notice filed as WSR 22-23-043 on November 8, 2022.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New O,
Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed O.

Date Adopted: January 27, 2023.

Michael J. Paquette, CPA
Executive Director

0OTs-4188.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 16-10-018, filed 4/22/16, effective
5/23/16)

WAC 4-30-060 ((What—aretheeduecation requirements—toqualify—teo
apply forthe CPAexamination?)) Education requirements. (1) Educa-
2 A

tion requirements to sit for the exam: ((EffeetiveJuly—1 ~)) To
apply for the CPA examination you must have completed( (+

+=r)) at least ( (ore—hundred—EfifEty)) 120 semester hours (((&we

)) 180 quarter hours) of college education((+)).2

)
89

including ( (+

b)) ), a baccalaureate or higher degree; and ((4e})) an account-
ing major or concentration as defined as at least:

(()) (a) Twenty-four semester hours (( (Ehirty—six)) 36 quarter
hours) or the equivalent in accounting subjects of which at least
( (£+f£teen)) 15 semester hours must be at the upper level or graduate
level (an upper level course is defined as a course that frequently
carries completion of a lower level course(s) as a prerequisite); and

((=+r)) (b) Twenty-four semester hours (((Ehixrty—six)) 36 quar-
ter hours) or the equivalent in business administration subjects at
the undergraduate or graduate level.

Certified on 2/9/2023 [ 1 ] WSR 23-04-086



=
0
w
N
w
1
o
[~
1
o
[
o)

Washington State Register

£T1 T gt e 1 searat At G s R e s B SR N + o1 + oD searas
J.UJ_J.UVVJ.Ll\j CTT A(_A.J.llJ.LL(_AL_J_ULL, _YU\.A WL Py J.J.\jJ.L/J_ |y C TN CTT LI I T
. D [ U R U, N DA S - PR I, [ [P UV S
ITOOCT I OUTT L./J.UVJ.\_A A8 _YU\.A o XTI T (=8 u_)J_\jLJ. A8 [ S U i S S Y &) B U A i S A A S N g ) TTC 1T CTT
D e IR S S Sapy S L [, S ey IR s T P [ L AN S s
A\ S W R Y @5 N U L U i i @ R Y LT O C T T OCITUIT LT WITITCOTTT A\ aw S (& g = T 1O 110 A8 u_)L_(_A.L_J_Ll\j CITITTACT _YU\.A
P e s B PN roardl o P P R NS LU S [ N, S - arrmdrad P ag
LA/ S 11T T CTT 0TI =) AT T T I OTT - kiLAJ_J. 11T TT TS W I CTITITTT 1T TTOTT OO A8 J.\jLJ.L_
Aoz T T Acgs m e 1 D~ L e L S~ D - P L £+ searas
\_A(_A._Y\_) J.UJ_J.UVVJ.Ll\j CTT \_A(_A._Y _YU\.A [ S N SN R [y w [ S N (_A.Ll_y 1T =) - C I OUITT L CTT T T
[ R il ST, [ U R L iy 1 - arm o R R g
TTOO T I U T « P S _YU\.A (_Ab/LJJ__Y [ S N CTT N CTUTTT LA\_)J.Ll\j CTT 1T TTOTT O A8 J.\jlll__y \_A(_A._Y
Breirict o N N WA S Sy SNV PUNpIp. [ SN, PRy o = R U,
b/J.UVJ_\_)J.\JLl, CTT IT W I CTITITTT C W TTOTT OO A8 T IT \_A(_A._Y\_) A [ S N SN R QJ_L_L_J_Ll\j [ S N TT

umentation—must—reappltyas—a—first—timeappltiecants)) Education re-

quirements to apply for a CPA license: To apply for the CPA license
vou must have completed at least 150 semester hours (225 guarter
hours) of college education; including, a baccalaureate or higher de-
gree; and an accounting major or concentration as defined as at least:

(a) Twenty—-four semester hours (36 guarter hours) or the egquiva-
lent in accounting subjects of which at least 15 semester hours must
be at the upper level or graduate level (an upper level course is de-
fined as a course that frequently carries completion of a lower level
course(s) as a prereqguisite); and

(b) Twenty—-four semester hours (36 guarter hours) or the eguiva-
lent in business administration subjects at the undergraduate or grad-
uate level.

(3) Education obtained outside the United States: If you obtained
all or a portion of your education outside the United States you must
have your education evaluated by a board approved foreign education
credential evaluation service. The board will establish the criteria
for board approval of foreign education credential evaluation serv-
ices. The board does not provide education credential evaluation serv-
ices.

(4) Semester versus quarter hours: As used in these rules, a "se-
mester hour" means the conventional college semester hour. Your quar-—
ter hours will be converted to semester hours by multiplying them by
two-thirds.

(5) Accreditation standards: For purposes of this rule, the board
will recognize colleges and universities which are accredited in ac-
cordance with (a) through (c) of this subsection.

(a) The college or university must be accredited at the time your
education was earned by a regionally or nationally accrediting agency
recognized by the board.

(b) If an institution was not accredited at the time your educa-
tion was earned but is so accredited at the time your application is
filed with the board, the institution will be deemed to be accredited
for the purpose of (a) of this subsection provided that it:

(1) Certifies that your total educational program would qualify
the applicant for graduation with a baccalaureate degree during the
time the institution has been accredited; and

(ii) Furnishes the board satisfactory proof, including college
catalogue course numbers and descriptions, that the preaccrediting
courses used to qualify you for a concentration in accounting are sub-
stantially equivalent to postaccrediting courses.

(c) If your degree was received at an accredited college or uni-
versity as defined by (a) or (b) of this subsection, but the educa-
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tional program which was used to qualify you for a concentration in

accounting included courses taken at nonaccredited institutions, ei-
ther before or after graduation, such courses will be deemed to have
been taken at the accredited institution from which your degree was

received, provided the accredited institution either:

(1) Has accepted such courses by including them in its official
transcript; or

(ii) Certifies to the board that it will or would accept such
courses for credit toward graduation.

(6) Alternative to accreditation: If you graduated from a degree-
granting institution that was not accredited at the time your degree
was received or at the time your application was filed, you will be
deemed to be a graduate of an accredited college or university 1if a
credentials evaluation service approved by the board certifies that
your degree is equivalent to a degree from an accredited college or
university as defined in subsection (5) of this section. The board
does not provide education credential evaluation services.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.04.055, 18.04.105. WSR 16-10-018, §
4-30-060, filed 4/22/16, effective 5/23/16. Statutory Authority: RCW
18.04.055(5), 18.04.105(1). WSR 10-24-009, amended and recodified as §
4-30-060, filed 11/18/10, effective 12/19/10; WSR 05-01-137, §
4-25-710, filed 12/16/04, effective 1/31/05; WSR 02-04-064, S
4-25-710, filed 1/31/02, effective 3/15/02. Statutory Authority: RCW
18.04.055(5). WSR 95-20-065, § 4-25-710, filed 10/3/95, effective
11/3/95; WSR 93-12-071, § 4-25-710, filed 5/27/93, effective 7/1/93.]
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