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WSR 23-09-033
PERMANENT RULES
DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

(Economic Services Administration)
[Filed April 13, 2023, 3:38 p.m., effective May 14, 2023]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.

Purpose: The department of social and health services (DSHS) is
adopting amendments to WAC 388-454-0006 The department makes back-
ground checks on adults who are acting in place of a parent without
court-ordered custody. These amendments clarify eligibility require-
ments for TANF and state family assistance "in loco parentis" house-
holds and outline DSHS responsibilities when supporting these fami-
lies.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC
388-454-0006.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 43.43.832, 74.04.050,
74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.08.090, and 74.12.290.

Adopted under notice filed as WSR 23-06-019 on February 17, 2023.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: April 13, 2023.

Katherine I. Vasquez
Rules Coordinator

SHS-4949.3

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-23-020, filed 11/8/21, effective

12/9/21)
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(1)
(a)
(b)

(c)

CTUOTITy

.
A

You are acting as a parent for a child living with you

The child is not related to you

and

.
A

You do not have a court order that gives you legal custody or

guardianship of the child.

You are required to complete a financial interview to deter-

(2)
mine eligibility of the child in your care,

-0005.

400

You are eligible to receive a TANF/SFA grant for the child in

your care as long as

per WAC 388

(3)

.
A

The child meets all of the criteria under WAC 388-400-0005

(a)

(b)
household must complete,

residing in the

and all adults 18 vears of age or older,

You,

and provide the department a background

sign,

check authorization form.

vou will be offered a volunta-

In addition to the cash grant,
ry assessment from the department to discuss the child's needs.

assessment may include a home visit.

(4)

The

vou will

During the assessment,

receive a referral to resources in vour local community to provide

support for the child in your care.

If the background check or the assessment with the department

raises concerns of child abuse or neglect,

(5)

per RCW 26.44.030 the de-
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partment will make a report to the department of children, vouth, and
families for the safety of the child.

(6) With regard to In Loco Parentis applicants, the department
must do the following:

(a) Determine financial eligibility;

(b) Notify the child's parents of the approval of the TANF/SFA
assistance per WAC 388-454-0025;

(c) Provide the caregiver information of exemptions under WAC
388-422-0020 from the regquirement to cooperate with the division of
child support on collection of child support from the non-custodial
parents, where there are safety concerns for the caregiver or the
child;

(d) Process the background check of all adults 18 years of age or
older residing in the household and evaluate the findings for suita-
bility and competency to care for the child in vyour home;

(e) Accept a certificate of parental improvement, from the In Lo-
co Parentis applicant, as described in WAC 110-05-0001, and not con-
sidering the related finding of child abuse or neglect in the back-
ground check;

(f) Provide a voluntary assessment, voluntary home visit, and of-
fer resources to the child in the home of the In Loco Parentis care-

giver.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.832, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057,
74.08.090, and 74.12.290. WSR 21-23-020, § 388-454-0006, filed
11/8/21, effective 12/9/21. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050,
74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.770, and 74.08.090. WSR 16-24-037, §
388-454-0006, filed 11/30/16, effective 1/1/17. Statutory Authority:
RCW 13.32A.080, 13.32A.082, 74.04.050, 74.08.090, 74.12.290,
74.12.450, 74.12.460. WSR 02-01-011, § 388-454-0006, filed 12/7/01,
effective 1/7/02.]
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