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WSR 23-20-061
EMERGENCY RULES
DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

(Economic Services Administration)
[Filed September 28, 2023, 3:31 p.m., effective October 1, 2023]

Effective Date of Rule: October 1, 2023.

Purpose: The department is adopting emergency amendments to WAC
388-450-0185 What income deductions does the department allow when de-
termining if I am eligible for food benefits and the amount of my
monthly benefits?, 388-450-0190 How does the department figure my
shelter cost income deduction for basic food?, 388-450-0195 Does the
department use my utility costs when calculating my basic food or
WASHCAP benefits?, and 388-478-0060 What are the income limits and
maximum benefit amounts for basic food? The department is concurrently
proceeding with the permanent rule-making process.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC
388-450-0185, 388-450-0190, 388-450-0195, and 388-478-0060.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 74.04.050 and 74.08.090.

Other Authority: New standards issued by United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA), Food and Nutrition Service (FNS).

Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds that state or
federal law or federal rule or a federal deadline for state receipt of
federal funds requires immediate adoption of a rule.

Reasons for this Finding: USDA's FNS has issued annual updates to
standards for the upcoming federal fiscal year, effective October 1,
2023. These updates affect the standard deduction, shelter deduction,
homeless shelter deduction, utility deduction, and minimum and maximum
allotments for the basic food program.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New O,
Amended 4, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed O.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New O,
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 4, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: September 27, 2023.

Katherine I. Vasquez
Rules Coordinator

SHS-5001.1
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-17-065, filed 8/14/23, effective
9/14/23)

WAC 388-450-0185 What income deductions does the department al-
low when determining if I am eligible for food benefits and the amount
of my monthly benefits? (1) We determine if your assistance unit (AU)
is eligible for basic food and calculate your monthly benefits accord-
ing to requirements of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 and federal
regulations related to the supplemental nutrition assistance program
(SNAP) .

(2) Under these federal laws, we subtract the following amounts
from your AU's total monthly income to determine your countable month-
ly income under WAC 388-450-0162:

(a) A standard deduction based on the number of eligible people
in your AU under WAC 388-408-0035:

Eligible AU members Standard deduction
((4)) 3 or fewer (($493)) $198
(3)4 (($225)) $208
5 $244
6 or more (($258)) $279

(b) 20% of your AU's gross earned income (earned income deduc-
tion);

(c) Your AU's expected monthly dependent care expense needed for
an AU member to:

(i) Keep work, look for work, or accept work;

(ii) Attend training or education to prepare for employment; or

(iii) Meet employment and training requirements under chapter
388-444 WAC;

(d) Medical expenses over $35 a month owed or anticipated by an
elderly or disabled person in your AU as allowed under WAC
388-450-0200; and

(e) A portion of your shelter costs as described in WAC
388-450-0190.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057,
74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.010, 74.08A.120, and
74.08A.250. WSR 23-17-065, § 388-450-0185, filed 8/14/23, effective
9/14/23; WSR 23-07-095, § 388-450-0185, filed 3/17/23, effective
4/17/23; WSR 22-09-040, § 388-450-0185, filed 4/13/22, effective
5/14/22. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055,
74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120 and 7 C.F.R. §
273.9 (a) (3), "USDA, Food and Nutrition Service, SNAP—Fiscal Year
2021 Cost-of-Living Adjustments (July 29, 2020)," and "USDA, Food and
Nutrition Service, Standard utility allowance approval letter (August
4, 2020)" and H.R.133 Consolidated Appropriations Act 2021. WSR
21-13-122, § 388-450-0185, filed 6/21/21, effective 7/22/21. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120, and P.L. 115-334 § 4004. WSR
20-04-021, § 388-450-0185, filed 1/27/20, effective 2/27/20. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120 and 7 C.F.R. §§ 273.1, 273.9

(d) (iii) (B); SNAP - FY 2019 COLAS dated July 27, 2018; and SNAP UA
2019 dated August 23, 2018. WSR 19-01-031, § 388-450-0185, filed
12/12/18, effective 1/12/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005,
74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, and
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74.08A.120, 7 C.F.R. §S 273.1 and 273.9 (d) (iii) (B), SNAP Administra-
tive Notice 17-30, and SNAP memo dated August 28, 2017. WSR 18-02-043,
§ 388-450-0185, filed 12/26/17, effective 1/26/18. Statutory Authori-
ty: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120 and SNAP Administrative Notice 16-38,
dated August 12, 2016, 7 C.F.R. § 273.9 (d) (iii) (B), SNAP 10-6-WA-SUA,
dated August 15, 2016. WSR 16-24-051, § 388-450-0185, filed 12/1/16,
effective 1/1/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050,
74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120, FNS
per SNAP Administrative Notice 15-28: SNAP - FY 2016, FNS 7 C.F.R. §
273.9 (d) (iii) (B)), and SNAP 10-6-WA-SUA dated August 18, 2015. WSR
15-24-075, § 388-450-0185, filed 11/25/15, effective 12/26/15. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057,
74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120. WSR 15-02-041, §
388-450-0185, filed 1/2/15, effective 2/2/15. Statutory Authority: RCW
74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510,
74.08.090, 74.08A.120 and USDA, FNS, per SNAP Administrative Notice
13-26, SNAP - FY 2014 COLAS and ARRA Sunset Impact on Allotments dated
August 2, 2013, and USDA SNAP 10-6-WA-SUA dated August 8, 2013, ap-
proving the proposed SUA. WSR 14-04-050, § 388-450-0185, filed
1/27/14, effective 2/27/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005,
74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090,
74.08A.120, and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Administra-
tive Notice 12-28 - Fiscal Year 2013 cost-of-living adjustments dated
August 6, 2012. WSR 12-24-018, § 388-450-0185, filed 11/27/12, effec-
tive 12/28/12. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050,
74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120,
"Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Fiscal Year 2012 Cost of
Living Adjustments" memo dated August 2, 2011, and "SNAP Standard
Utility (SUA) Annual Review and Adjustment Waiver for Certain States—
Modification and Extension" memo dated December 2, 2010. WSR
11-24-027, § 388-450-0185, filed 12/1/11, effective 1/1/12. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, and 7 C.F.R. 273.9. WSR 10-23-114, §
388-450-0185, filed 11/17/10, effective 12/18/10. Statutory Authority:
RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510,
74.08.090, and 7 U.S.C. 2014 (a) and (e)(1); 7 C.F.R. §§ 273.1 and
273.9 (d) (1). 10-16-104, § 388-450-0185, filed 8/2/10, effective
9/2/10. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055,
74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, and P.L. 107 - 171 § 4101.
WSR 09-23-004, § 388-450-0185, filed 11/5/09, effective 11/15/009.
Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510,
74.08.090, 74.08A.120, and Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, Title 7
Part 273 of the C.F.R. WSR 09-07-054, § 388-450-0185, filed 3/11/09,
effective 4/11/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055,
74.04.057, 74.04.510, 74.08.090. WSR 08-24-051, § 388-450-0185, filed
11/25/08, effective 12/26/08. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050,
74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510 and 7 C.F.R. § 273.9. WSR 07-22-035, §
388-450-0185, filed 10/30/07, effective 11/30/07. Statutory Authority:
RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510, 74.08.090 and 7 C.F.R.
§ 273.9. WSR 06-21-012, § 388-450-0185, filed 10/6/06, effective
11/6/06. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057,
74.04.510, and 74.08.090. WSR 05-21-101, § 388-450-0185, filed
10/18/05, effective 11/18/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050,
74.04.055, 74.04.057. WSR 04-23-025, § 388-450-0185, filed 11/8/04,
effective 12/9/04. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055,
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74.04.057, 74.04.510. WSR 03-21-030, § 388-450-0185, filed 10/7/03,
effective 12/1/03. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055,
74.04.057, 74.08.090, and H.R. 2646 Farm Security and Rural Investment
Act of 2002. WSR 02-22-044, § 388-450-0185, filed 10/30/02, effective
12/1/02. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.08.090 and 74.04.510. WSR
99-16-024, § 388-450-0185, filed 7/26/99, effective 9/1/99. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057 and 74.08.090. WSR
98-16-044, § 388-450-0185, filed 7/31/98, effective 9/1/98.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-07-095, filed 3/17/23, effective
4/17/23)

WAC 388-450-0190 How does the department figure my shelter cost
income deduction for basic food? The department calculates your shel-
ter cost income deduction for basic food as follows:

(1) First, we add up the amounts your assistance unit (AU) must
pay each month for shelter. We do not count any overdue amounts, late
fees, penalties, or mortgage payments you make ahead of time as allow-
able shelter costs. We count the following expenses as an allowable
shelter cost in the month the expense is due:

(a) Monthly rent, lease, and mortgage payments;
(b) Property taxes;

(c) Homeowner's association or condo fees;

(d) Homeowner's insurance for the building only;

(e) Utility allowance your AU is eligible for under WAC
388-450-0195;

(f) Out-of-pocket repairs for the home if it was substantially
damaged or destroyed due to a natural disaster such as a fire or
flood;

(g) Expense of a temporarily unoccupied home because of employ-
ment, training away from the home, illness, or abandonment caused by a
natural disaster or casualty loss if your:

(1) AU intends to return to the home;

(ii) AU has current occupants who are not claiming the shelter
costs for basic food purposes; and

(iii) AU's home is not being leased or rented during your AU's
absence.

(h) A homeless AU with shelter costs is eligible for a homeless
shelter expense deduction of (($+66)) $179. If the homeless AU has
shelter costs in excess of this amount, the AU has the option to claim
either:

(1) The homeless shelter deduction; or

(11) Actual shelter costs.

(2) Second, we subtract all deductions your AU is eligible for
under WAC 388-450-0185 (2) (a) through (2) (d) from your AU's gross in-
come. The result is your AU's countable income.

(3) Finally, we subtract one-half of your AU's countable income
from your AU's total shelter costs. The result is your excess shelter
costs. Your AU's shelter cost deduction is the excess shelter costs:

(a) Up to a maximum of (($624)) $672 if no one in your AU is eld-
erly or disabled; or

(b) The entire amount if an eligible person in your AU is elderly
or disabled, even if the amount 1is over (($624)) $672.
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057,
74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.010, 74.08A.120, and
74.08A.250. WSR 23-07-095, § 388-450-0190, filed 3/17/23, effective
4/17/23; WSR 22-09-040, § 388-450-0190, filed 4/13/22, effective
5/14/22. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055,
74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120 and 7 C.F.R. §
273.9 (a) (3), "USDA, Food and Nutrition Service, SNAP—Fiscal Year
2021 Cost-of-Living Adjustments (July 29, 2020)," and "USDA, Food and
Nutrition Service, Standard utility allowance approval letter (August
4, 2020)" and H.R.133 Consolidated Appropriations Act 2021. WSR
21-13-122, § 388-450-0190, filed 6/21/21, effective 7/22/21. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120, and P.L. 115-334 § 4004. WSR
20-04-021, § 388-450-0190, filed 1/27/20, effective 2/27/20. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120 and 7 C.F.R. §§ 273.1, 273.9

(d) (iii) (B); SNAP - FY 2019 COLAS dated July 27, 2018; and SNAP UA
2019 dated August 23, 2018. WSR 19-01-031, § 388-450-0190, filed
12/12/18, effective 1/12/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005,
74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, and
74.08A.120, 7 C.F.R. §§ 273.1 and 273.9 (d) (iii) (B), SNAP Administra-
tive Notice 17-30, and SNAP memo dated August 28, 2017. WSR 18-02-043,
§ 388-450-0190, filed 12/26/17, effective 1/26/18. Statutory Authori-
ty: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120 and SNAP Administrative Notice 16-38,
dated August 12, 2016, 7 C.F.R. § 273.9 (d) (iii) (B), SNAP 10-6-WA-SUA,
dated August 15, 2016. WSR 16-24-051, § 388-450-0190, filed 12/1/16,
effective 1/1/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050,
74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120, FNS
per SNAP Administrative Notice 15-28: SNAP - FY 2016, FNS 7 C.F.R. §
273.9 (d) (iii) (B)), and SNAP 10-6-WA-SUA dated August 18, 2015. WSR
15-24-075, § 388-450-0190, filed 11/25/15, effective 12/26/15. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057,
74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120. WSR 15-02-041, §
388-450-0190, filed 1/2/15, effective 2/2/15. Statutory Authority: RCW
74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510,
74.08.090, 74.08A.120 and USDA, FNS, per SNAP Administrative Notice
13-26, SNAP - FY 2014 COLAS and ARRA Sunset Impact on Allotments dated
August 2, 2013, and USDA SNAP 10-6-WA-SUA dated August 8, 2013, ap-
proving the proposed SUA. WSR 14-04-050, § 388-450-0190, filed
1/27/14, effective 2/27/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050,
74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, and 7 C.F.R. § 273.10. WSR
13-11-103, § 388-450-0190, filed 5/20/13, effective 6/20/13. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120, and Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program Administrative Notice 12-28 - Fiscal Year 2013 cost-of-
living adjustments dated August 6, 2012. WSR 12-24-018, §
388-450-0190, filed 11/27/12, effective 12/28/12. Statutory Authority:
RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510,
74.08.090, 74.08A.120, "Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Fis-
cal Year 2012 Cost of Living Adjustments" memo dated August 2, 2011,
and "SNAP Standard Utility (SUA) Annual Review and Adjustment Waiver
for Certain States—Modification and Extension" memo dated December 2,
2010. WSR 11-24-027, § 388-450-0190, filed 12/1/11, effective 1/1/12.
Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057,
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74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, and 7 C.F.R. 273.9. WSR 10-23-114, §
388-450-0190, filed 11/17/10, effective 12/18/10; WSR 09-24-001, §
388-450-0190, filed 11/18/09, effective 12/19/09. Statutory Authority:
RCwW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510, and 74.08.090. WSR
08-24-050, § 388-450-0190, filed 11/25/08, effective 12/26/08. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510 and 7
C.F.R. § 273.9. WSR 07-22-035, § 388-450-0190, filed 10/30/07, effec-
tive 11/30/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055,
74.04.057, 74.04.510, 74.08.090 and 7 C.F.R. § 273.9. WSR 06-21-012, §
388-450-0190, filed 10/6/06, effective 11/6/06. Statutory Authority:
RCwW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510, and 74.08.090. WSR
05-21-101, § 388-450-0190, filed 10/18/05, effective 11/18/05. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057. WSR 04-23-025, §
388-450-0190, filed 11/8/04, effective 12/9/04. Statutory Authority:
RCwW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510. WSR 04-07-138, §
388-450-0190, filed 3/22/04, effective 5/1/04; WSR 03-21-030, §
388-450-0190, filed 10/7/03, effective 12/1/03. Statutory Authority:
RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.08.090. WSR 02-22-045, §
388-450-0190, filed 10/30/02, effective 12/1/02. Statutory Authority:
RCwW 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510. WSR 01-21-059, & 388-450-0190,
filed 10/16/01, effective 12/1/01. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.08.090
and 74.04.510. WSR 01-06-030, § 388-450-0190, filed 3/2/01, effective
4/2/01; WSR 99-16-024, § 388-450-0190, filed 7/26/99, effective
9/1/99. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057 and
74.08.090. WSR 98-16-044, § 388-450-0190, filed 7/31/98, effective
9/1/98.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-07-095, filed 3/17/23, effective
4/17/23)

WAC 388-450-0195 Does the department use my utility costs when
calculating my basic food or WASHCAP benefits? (1) The department
uses utility allowances instead of the actual utility costs your as-
sistance unit (AU) pays when we determine your:

(a) Monthly benefits under WAC 388-492-0070 if you receive Wash-
ington state combined application project (WASHCAP); or

(b) Shelter cost income deduction under WAC 388-450-0190 for ba-
sic food.

(2) We use the following amounts if you have utility costs sepa-
rate from your rent or mortgage payment:

(a) If your AU has heating or cooling costs or receives more than
$20 in low income home energy assistance program (LIHEAP) benefits
each year, you get a standard utility allowance (SUA) of (($462))
$483.

(b) If your household does not receive a LIHEAP payment and the
reason is solely because of your immigration status, you get a SUA of
(($462)) $483.

(c) If your AU does not qualify for the SUA and you have any two
utility costs listed in subsection (3) of this section, you get a
limited utility allowance (LUA) of (($365)) $383.

(d) If your AU has only telephone costs and no other utility
costs, you get a telephone utility allowance (TUA) of (($59)) S$58.

(3) "Utility costs" include the following:

(a) Heating or cooling fuel;

(b) Electricity or gas;
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Water;
Sewer;
Well installation/maintenance;
Septic tank installation/maintenance;
Garbage/trash collection; and
Telephone service.
(4) If you do not have a utility cost separate from your rent or
mortgage payment and do not receive low income energy assistance pro-
gram (LIHEAP), you do not receive a utility allowance.

S D5Q OO0

[Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057,
74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.010, 74.08A.120, and
74.08A.250. WSR 23-07-095, § 388-450-0195, filed 3/17/23, effective
4/17/23; WSR 22-09-040, § 388-450-0195, filed 4/13/22, effective
5/14/22. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055,
74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120 and 7 C.F.R. §
273.9 (a) (3), "USDA, Food and Nutrition Service, SNAP—Fiscal Year
2021 Cost-of-Living Adjustments (July 29, 2020)," and "USDA, Food and
Nutrition Service, Standard utility allowance approval letter (August
4, 2020)" and H.R.133 Consolidated Appropriations Act 2021. WSR
21-13-122, § 388-450-0195, filed 6/21/21, effective 7/22/21. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120, and P.L. 115-334 § 4004. WSR
20-04-021, § 388-450-0195, filed 1/27/20, effective 2/27/20. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120 and 7 C.F.R. §§ 273.1, 273.9

(d) (iii) (B); SNAP - FY 2019 COLAS dated July 27, 2018; and SNAP UA
2019 dated August 23, 2018. WSR 19-01-031, § 388-450-0195, filed
12/12/18, effective 1/12/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005,
74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, and
74.08A.120, 7 C.F.R. §§ 273.1 and 273.9 (d) (iii) (B), SNAP Administra-
tive Notice 17-30, and SNAP memo dated August 28, 2017. WSR 18-02-043,
§ 388-450-0195, filed 12/26/17, effective 1/26/18. Statutory Authori-
ty: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120, 7 C.F.R. 273.9 (d) (6) (1iii) (B). WSR
17-10-069, § 388-450-0195, filed 5/3/17, effective 6/3/17. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120 and SNAP Administrative Notice 16-38,
dated August 12, 2016, 7 C.F.R. § 273.9 (d) (iii) (B), SNAP 10-6-WA-SUA,
dated August 15, 2016. WSR 16-24-051, § 388-450-0195, filed 12/1/16,
effective 1/1/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050,
74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120, FNS
per SNAP Administrative Notice 15-28: SNAP - FY 2016, FNS 7 C.F.R. §
273.9 (d) (iii) (B)), and SNAP 10-6-WA-SUA dated August 18, 2015. WSR
15-24-075, § 388-450-0195, filed 11/25/15, effective 12/26/15. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057,
74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120. WSR 15-02-041, §
388-450-0195, filed 1/2/15, effective 2/2/15. Statutory Authority: RCW
74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510,
74.08.090 and Agricultural Act of 2014. WSR 14-12-085, § 388-450-0195,
filed 6/3/14, effective 7/4/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005,
74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090,
74.08A.120 and USDA, FNS, per SNAP Administrative Notice 13-26, SNAP -
FY 2014 COLAS and ARRA Sunset Impact on Allotments dated August 2,
2013, and USDA SNAP 10-6-WA-SUA dated August 8, 2013, approving the
proposed SUA. WSR 14-04-050, § 388-450-0195, filed 1/27/14, effective
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2/27/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055,
74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120, "Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program Fiscal Year 2012 Cost of Living Adjust-
ments" memo dated August 2, 2011, and "SNAP Standard Utility (SUA) An-
nual Review and Adjustment Waiver for Certain States—Modification and
Extension" memo dated December 2, 2010. WSR 11-24-027, § 388-450-0195,
filed 12/1/11, effective 1/1/12. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005,
74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, and
7 C.F.R. § 273.9 (d) (6) (3). WSR 10-18-050, § 388-450-0195, filed
8/26/10, effective 10/1/10. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005,
74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, and
7 C.F.R. 273.9. WSR 09-24-001, § 388-450-0195, filed 11/18/09, effec-
tive 12/19/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055,
74.04.057, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, and 7 C.F.R. 273.9. WSR 08-21-106, §
388-450-0195, filed 10/16/08, effective 11/16/08. Statutory Authority:
RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510 and 7 C.F.R. § 273.9.
WSR 07-22-036, § 388-450-0195, filed 10/30/07, effective 11/30/07.
Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510,
74.08.090 and 7 C.F.R. 273.9 (d) (6) (1ii) (b) . WSR 06-21-011, §
388-450-0195, filed 10/6/06, effective 11/6/06. Statutory Authority:
RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510, 74.08.090. WSR
06-10-056, § 388-450-0195, filed 5/1/06, effective 6/1/06. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510, 74.08.090,
and 7 C.F.R. § 273.9. WSR 05-19-062, § 388-450-0195, filed 9/16/05,
effective 10/17/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055,
74.04.057, 74.04.510, 74.08.090. WSR 05-09-087, § 388-450-0195, filed
4/19/05, effective 6/1/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050,
74.04.055, 74.04.057. WSR 04-23-025, § 388-450-0195, filed 11/8/04,
effective 12/9/04. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055,
74.04.057, 74.04.510. WSR 03-21-030, § 388-450-0195, filed 10/7/03,
effective 12/1/03. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055,
74.04.057, 74.08.090. WSR 02-22-045, § 388-450-0195, filed 10/30/02,
effective 12/1/02. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510. WSR 01-21-059, § 388-450-0195, filed 10/16/01, effective
12/1/01. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.510. WSR 00-22-065, §
388-450-0195, filed 10/27/00, effective 11/1/00. Statutory Authority:
RCW 74.040.510 [74.04.510]. WSR 99-24-052, § 388-450-0195, filed
11/29/99, effective 12/1/99. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.510. WSR
99-09-055, § 388-450-0195, filed 4/19/99, effective 5/20/99. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.510 and 7 C.F.R. 273.9 (d) (6). WSR 99-01-069, §
388-450-0195, filed 12/14/98, effective 1/14/99. Statutory Authority:
RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057 and 74.08.090. WSR 98-16-044, §
388-450-0195, filed 7/31/98, effective 9/1/98.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-07-095, filed 3/17/23, effective
4/17/23)

WAC 388-478-0060 What are the income limits and maximum benefit
amounts for basic food-? (1) If your assistance unit (AU) meets all
other eligibility requirements for basic food, your AU must have in-
come at or below the limits in columns B and C of this subsection to
get basic food, unless you meet one of the exceptions listed below in
subsection (2) of this section.
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The maximum monthly food assistance benefit your AU could receive
is listed in column D of this subsection.

EFFECTIVE ((+64+2621)) 10/1/2023

Column A Column C

Number of Column B Maximum Net Column D Column E
Eligible AU Maximum Gross (Countable) Monthly Maximum 165% of

Members Monthly Income Income Allotment Poverty Level

1 (($+473)) $1.580 (($5133)) $1.215 (($284)) $291 (($+:869)) $2.005

2 ((984)) 2.137 ((526)) 1.644 ((516)) 535 ((Z518)) 2.712

3 ((Z5495)) 2.694 ((1:920)) 2.072 ((749)) 166 ((3:167)) 3.419

4 ((3:967)) 3.250 ((Z383)) 2.500 ((939)) 973 ((3:846)) 4.125

5 ((3:518)) 3.807 ((Z706)) 2.929 (H6)) L.155 ((4-465)) 4.832

6 ((4:629)) 4.364 ((3:109)) 3.357 ((:339)) 1.386 ((5:H4)) 5.539

7 ((4544)) 4.921 ((3:493)) 3.785 ((5480)) 1.532 ((5:763)) 6.246

8 ((5:852)) 5.478 ((3:886)) 4.214 ((691)) L7751 ((6:412)) 6.952

9 ((35564)) 6.035 ((4:280)) 4.643 ((:962)) 1.970 ((#:061)) 7.659

10 ((6:976)) 6.592 ((4674)) 5.072 (FH3)) 2.189 ((79)) 8.366

11\3/?011 ?dditional +((542)) 557 +((394)) 429 +(2H)) 219 +((649)) 707

ember

(2) Exceptions:

(a) If your AU is categorically eligible as under WAC
388-414-0001, your AU does not have to meet the gross or net income
standards in columns B and C of subsection (1) of this section. We
budget your AU's income to decide the amount of basic food your AU
will receive.

(b) If your AU includes a member who is 60 years of age or older
or has a disability, your AU's income must be at or below the limit in
column C of subsection (1) of this section.

(c) If you are 60 years of age or older and cannot buy and cook
your own meals because of a permanent disability, we will use column E
of subsection (1) of this section to decide if you can be a separate
AU.

(d) If your AU has zero income, your benefits are the maximum al-
lotment in column D of subsection (1) of this section, based on the
number of eligible members in your AU.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057,
74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.010, 74.08A.120, and
74.08A.250. WSR 23-07-095, § 388-478-0060, filed 3/17/23, effective
4/17/23; WSR 22-09-040, § 388-478-0060, filed 4/13/22, effective
5/14/22. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055,
74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120 and 7 C.F.R. §
273.9 (a) (3), "USDA, Food and Nutrition Service, SNAP—Fiscal Year
2021 Cost-of-Living Adjustments (July 29, 2020)," and "USDA, Food and
Nutrition Service, Standard utility allowance approval letter (August
4, 2020)" and H.R.133 Consolidated Appropriations Act 2021. WSR
21-13-122, § 388-478-0060, filed 6/21/21, effective 7/22/21. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120, and P.L. 115-334 § 4004. WSR
20-04-021, § 388-478-0060, filed 1/27/20, effective 2/27/20. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120 and 7 C.F.R. §§ 273.1, 273.9

(d) (iii) (B); SNAP - FY 2019 COLAS dated July 27, 2018; and SNAP UA
2019 dated August 23, 2018. WSR 19-01-031, § 388-478-0060, filed
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12/12/18, effective 1/12/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005,
74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, and
74.08A.120, 7 C.F.R. §S 273.1 and 273.9 (d) (iii) (B), SNAP Administra-
tive Notice 17-30, and SNAP memo dated August 28, 2017. WSR 18-02-043,
§ 388-478-0060, filed 12/26/17, effective 1/26/18. Statutory Authori-
ty: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120 and SNAP Administrative Notice 16-38,
dated August 12, 2016, 7 C.F.R. § 273.9 (d) (iii) (B), SNAP 10-6-WA-SUA,
dated August 15, 2016. WSR 16-24-051, § 388-478-0060, filed 12/1/16,
effective 1/1/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050,
74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120, FNS
per SNAP Administrative Notice 15-28: SNAP - FY 2016, FNS 7 C.F.R. §
273.9 (d) (iii) (B)), and SNAP 10-6-WA-SUA dated August 18, 2015. WSR
15-24-075, § 388-478-0060, filed 11/25/15, effective 12/26/15. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057,
74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120. WSR 15-02-041, §
388-478-0060, filed 1/2/15, effective 2/2/15. Statutory Authority: RCW
74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510,
74.08.090, 74.08A.120 and USDA, FNS, per SNAP Administrative Notice
13-26, SNAP - FY 2014 COLAS and ARRA Sunset Impact on Allotments dated
August 2, 2013, and USDA SNAP 10-6-WA-SUA dated August 8, 2013, ap-
proving the proposed SUA. WSR 14-04-050, § 388-478-0000, filed
1/27/14, effective 2/27/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005,
74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090,
74.08A.120, and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Administra-
tive Notice 12-28 - Fiscal Year 2013 cost-of-living adjustments dated
August 6, 2012. WSR 12-24-018, § 388-478-0060, filed 11/27/12, effec-
tive 12/28/12. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050,
74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.120,
"Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Fiscal Year 2012 Cost of
Living Adjustments" memo dated August 2, 2011, and "SNAP Standard
Utility (SUA) Annual Review and Adjustment Waiver for Certain States—
Modification and Extension" memo dated December 2, 2010. WSR
11-24-027, § 388-478-0060, filed 12/1/11, effective 1/1/12. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500,
74.04.510, 74.08.090, and 7 C.F.R. 273.9. WSR 09-24-001, §
388-478-0060, filed 11/18/09, effective 12/19/09. Statutory Authority:
RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.04.500,
74.08A.120, and American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. WSR
09-14-018, § 388-478-0060, filed 6/22/09, effective 7/23/09. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510, and
74.08.090. WSR 08-24-050, § 388-478-0060, filed 11/25/08, effective
12/26/08. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057,
74.04.510 and 7 C.F.R. § 273.9. WSR 07-22-035, § 388-478-0060, filed
10/30/07, effective 11/30/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050,
74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510, 74.08.090 and 7 C.F.R. § 273.9. WSR
06-21-012, § 388-478-0060, filed 10/6/06, effective 11/6/06. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510, and
74.08.090. WSR 05-21-101, § 388-478-0060, filed 10/18/05, effective
11/18/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057.
WSR 04-23-025, § 388-478-0060, filed 11/8/04, effective 12/9/04. Stat-
utory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.510. WSR
03-21-030, § 388-478-0060, filed 10/7/03, effective 12/1/03. Statutory
Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.08.090. WSR
02-21-050, § 388-478-0060, filed 10/14/02, effective 12/1/02. Statuto-
ry Authority: RCW 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510. WSR 01-21-059, §
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388-478-0060, filed 10/16/01, effective 12/1/01. Statutory Authority:
RCW 74.04.510, 74.08.090. WSR 00-23-013, § 388-478-0060, filed
11/3/00, effective 12/4/00. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.510. WSR
99-24-053, § 388-478-0060, filed 11/29/99, effective 12/30/99. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 74.08.090 and 74.04.510. WSR 99-16-024, §
388-478-0060, filed 7/26/99, effective 9/1/99. Statutory Authority:
RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090. WSR 99-05-074, §
388-478-0060, filed 2/17/99, effective 3/20/99. Statutory Authority:
RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057 and 74.08.090. WSR 98-16-044, §
388-478-0060, filed 7/31/98, effective 9/1/98.]
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