
WSR 23-23-034
PERMANENT RULES

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed November 3, 2023, 10:52 a.m., effective January 1, 2024]

Effective Date of Rule: January 1, 2024.
Purpose: Health equity continuing education (CE) for substance 

use disorder professionals under chapter 246-811 WAC, Substance use 
disorder professionals and substance use disorder professional train-
ees.

The department of health (department) adopts amendments to WAC 
246-811-220, 246-811-240, and 246-811-280 and adopts new WAC 
246-811-290 to establish health equity CE requirements and implement 
ESSB 5229 (chapter 276, Laws of 2021), codified as RCW 43.70.613. The 
adopted rules do not change the total CE hours. They require two hours 
in health equity CE every four years, which is absorbed into the ex-
isting number of required CE hours. The health equity CE requirement 
is counted under existing, unspecified CE requirements for the profes-
sion. Additionally, the department adopts minor amendments to update 
and clarify rule language in WAC 246-811-220 and 246-811-280.

RCW 43.70.613 (3)(b) directed the rule-making authority for each 
health profession licensed under Title 18 RCW that is subject to CE to 
adopt rules requiring a licensee to complete health equity CE training 
at least once every four years. The statute also directed the depart-
ment to create model rules establishing the minimum standards for 
health equity CE programs. The department filed model rules for health 
equity CE minimum standards on November 23, 2022, under WSR 22-23-167.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: New WAC 246-811-290; 
and amending WAC 246-811-220, 246-811-240, and 246-811-280.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 18.205.060, 43.70.613.
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 23-17-129 on August 21, 2023.
A final cost-benefit analysis is available by contacting Ted 

Dale, P.O. Box 47852, Olympia, WA 98504-7852, phone 360-236-2991, TTY 
711, email ted.dale@doh.wa.gov, website www.doh.wa.gov.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 1, 
Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 2, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 1, Amended 3, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: October 3, 2023.
Todd Mountin

Deputy Chief of Policy
for Umair A. Shah, MD, MPH

Secretary

OTS-4696.2
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-12-074, filed 6/1/20, effective 
7/2/20)

WAC 246-811-220  Continuing competency program requirements.  A 
substance use disorder professional, regardless of method of certifi-
cation, must complete:

(1) An enhancement plan as described in WAC 246-811-200(7);
(2) Twenty-eight hours of continuing education as described in 

WAC 246-811-240; and
(3) Twelve hours of other professional development activities as 

described in WAC ((246-811-047 and 246-811-200(2))) 246-811-200(7) and 
246-811-260.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-12-074, filed 6/1/20, effective 
7/2/20)

WAC 246-811-240  Number of continuing education hours required. 
(1) A certified substance use disorder professional must complete 
((twenty-eight)) 28 hours of continuing education (CE) every two 
years.

(a) At least ((fourteen)) 14 hours must be completed in one or 
more of the topic areas as described in WAC 246-811-030 (((2))) (3)(a) 
through (w).

(b) At least four hours must be in professional ethics and law.
(c) The additional ((ten)) 10 hours shall be in areas relating to 

the various phases of their professional career.
(d) The training in suicide assessment listed in subsection (2) 

of this section shall count towards meeting the CE requirements.
(e) The health equity training listed in WAC 246-811-290 shall 

count towards meeting the CE requirements.
(2) ((Beginning January 1, 2014, at least)) Once every six years 

a certified substance use disorder professional must complete at least 
three hours of training in suicide assessment, including screening and 
referral, as specified in WAC 246-811-280.

(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, the first 
training must be completed during the first full CE reporting period 
after ((January 1, 2014, or the first full CE period after)) initial 
certification((, whichever occurs later)).

(b) An individual applying for initial certification as a sub-
stance use disorder professional ((on or after January 1, 2014,)) may 
delay completion of the first required training for six years after 
initial certification if ((he or she)) they can demonstrate completion 
of a three-hour training in suicide assessment, including screening 
and referral that:

(i) Was completed no more than six years prior to the application 
for initial certification; and

(ii) Meets the qualifications listed in WAC 246-811-280(1).
(3) After January 1, 2024, substance use disorder professionals 

are required to complete two hours of health equity training every 
four years as specified in WAC 246-811-290.

(4) Nothing in this section is intended to expand or limit the 
existing scope of practice of a certified substance use disorder pro-
fessional or certified substance use disorder professional trainee 
credentialed under chapter 18.205 RCW.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-12-074, filed 6/1/20, effective 
7/2/20)

WAC 246-811-280  Suicide assessment training standards.  (1) A 
substance use disorder professional must complete a training in sui-
cide assessment, including screening and referral. The training must 
be provided by a single provider and must be at least three hours in 
length, which may be provided in one or more sessions.

(((a) Until July 1, 2017, the training must be approved by the 
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention; the Suicide Prevention Re-
source Center; an industry-recognized organization or an institution 
of higher learning listed in WAC 246-811-200; or an association which 
approves training programs based on observation and experiment or best 
available practices.

(b) Beginning July 1, 2017,)) The training must be on the depart-
ment's model list for training programs in suicide assessment, treat-
ment, and management which was developed in accordance with RCW 
43.70.442. ((The model list is developed in accordance with rules 
adopted by the department that establish minimum standards for train-
ing programs. The establishment of the model list does not affect the 
validity of training completed prior to July 1, 2017.))

(2) A certified substance use disorder professional who is a 
state or local government employee is exempt from the requirements of 
this section if ((he or she)) they receive((s)) a total of at least 
three hours of training in suicide assessment, including screening and 
referral from ((his or her)) their employer every six years. For pur-
poses of this subsection, the training may be provided in one three-
hour block or may be spread among shorter training sessions at the em-
ployer's discretion.

(3) A certified substance use disorder professional who is an em-
ployee of a community mental health agency licensed under chapter 
71.24 RCW or a substance use disorder program certified under chapter 
70.96A RCW is exempt from the requirements of this section if ((he or 
she)) they receive((s)) a total of at least three hours of training in 
suicide assessment, including screening and referral from ((his or 
her)) their employer every six years. For purposes of this subsection, 
the training may be provided in one three-hour block or may be spread 
among shorter training sessions at the employer's discretion.

NEW SECTION
WAC 246-811-290  Health equity training standards.  (1) Beginning 

January 1, 2024, a substance use disorder professional must complete 
training in health equity as part of their continuing competency pro-
gram. The substance use disorder professional must complete at least 
two hours of health equity training every four years. The training may 
be in-person or virtual but must meet the course requirements in WAC 
246-12-830, including strategies to reduce implicit bias and assess 
the provider's ability to apply health equity concepts into practice.

(2) The hours spent completing training in health equity educa-
tion count towards the 28 total hours of continuing education.
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